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CHAPTER I 
rtn: 'tYTii op OSIRIS 

I s .inrient Egypt the god whose death aim! iP'SHitflCtinit were 
normally celebrated with alternate sorrow and joy was 
Osiris, the moat popular of all Egyptian del tie* ; and their 
are good grounds Tor dating him in one of hi* aspects with 
Adonis and Attis *s a personification of the groat yearly 
vtcisdtodes of nature, especial!)' oi list corn. Bui the immense 
vogue which he enjoyed for many age* induced hi* devoted 
worshippers to heap upon him the attributes and power* 
of many other gods ; so that it ii not always, easy to strip 
him, so to say, of his borrowed plumes and to restore (hem 
to their proper owners. In the following page* I du not 
pretend lo enumerate and analyse all lh<‘ alien clemen! a 
which thus gathered round the popular deity, All that t 
shall attempt to do is to peel off these accretions and lo 
exhibit the god. as far as possible, in tut primitive simplicity. 
The discoveries of recent years in Egypt enable uj id do so 
with mure confidence now than when I first addressed myself 
to the problem many year* ago 

The story of Osiris is told in a connected form only 
by Plutarch, whose narrative has been confirmed and 
to some extent amplified In modern times by the evidence 
of the monuments 1 Of the monuments which illustrate 

* fece Pkiurrli, i m it Otrrb, (flcrlin, lint), J'|> jt ■»'/>* A. 
11.jo: R. V, ]jtiLXLi&rt, DiMimmi** VTlwUniaun, Oit JUtip** 

I-V.v.,^ Hit,,- t'liitin iSil-:IS*«|, Jcr/W- (Mujwltf i w 1*90). PP 
wil. H PP fry* iff. | A. Ernijn, iw? *ff.l id.. iUh-ja**f tk* -turn™- 1 
A-..y;4m n*d ititn i» Efjpw lLondon. lS?7). PP ia ? 

AltfriuM [Ttt'btnein. k,&.|, rp. 3*5- ft Sittmr* mmmm 

toy ; U. L>.i 40-fritflt A'j.V/rm 1 //r rnfii’ J* FQrirKt Ctknifm, I, in 

I 



Ouru i-f 

Ecrt'Os* 

JHIJI (it 
Aslonit 
■ltd Alim 


Tbt mfifc 

«f Qtxn* 


til 


THE lit VTIf OF OS/E/S 


tb* the myth or legend of Osiris the dde* wt a bng 
f 0 f hymns, pf-iyers, am! Ihurgsry whteh 

hm been found engraved in hieroglyphics on the valla, 
pjihitjjOi and galleries of live pyramids at Sakham. ! t'-'ITi 
the jdace where they were discovered these ancient re 
liginiH record* arc known as the Pyramid Texts They 
dale (mm tint fifth and dxlh dynasties, and the period 
„f time during which they were carved on the pyramids 
l* hdieved to have been roughly a hundred and fifty 
yam ft mu about tlie year sfisj DC. onward. Hut from 
their -contSfils ft appears that many of these documents 
were drawn up much earlier, for In some of them There 
iire references to work* winch have perished, ami in others 
there arc political alllMiCMi which seem to show that the 
passages containing them must have been composed at 
u time when the Northern odd Southern Kingdoms 
were idll independent and hostile slates and had lint yet 
coalesced . a -iu^le realm under thr sway of one power¬ 

ful monarch. As "the union of tint kingdoms appears 
to have taken place about three thousand four hundred 
years before out era, the whale period covered hy the com¬ 
position of the Pyramid Tests probably did no! fall short or 
a thousand year- Thus the document- form the oldest 
body of religious literature surviving to u= from ihc undent 
world, and occupy a place in the bistoiy of Egyptian lan¬ 
guage and civilisation like tha! which the Vedie hymns and 
incarnations occupy in the hfirtnty Ol At van speech ntd 
culturr' 

T** The special purpose fcr which these text- were engraved 

ppwmi-j on pyramids io’ Tn culture the eremal life ami ftdidty 

of the dead kings who dept beneath these colossal moiiii- 


tff.. fc A, W*Hii Duller, ru Cmi, 
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«**►. t THE MYTH OF OSIRIS i 

meius. Hence the dominant uote that sound* through th* tJkruu 
Ihon all fj. im Insistent, a [jussionnte protest against the 

of death i in deed (hr u.ird <l>;ath never occur* In the ke>jiiw« 
Pyramid Tents except to be scornfully denied or tti Ik kf " e ' 
applied to an enemy, Again and again the indojnliable 
iisiurance is repeated llia» die dead m;«n did not >r> Imt 
llvts. " King led has not died the death, he ha* become 
a glorious one in Die horizon," 4 Hoi King Orris I Thou 
didst not depart dead, Uiou didst depart living." ' Th m 
hast departed that Uiou iiu,;i.!<_*.! live, thou luni ntn de¬ 
parted that thou mightest die," * Thou dies! ihil" 11 J hi. 

King Pt’pi dies not." “Have ye said that in- mould die? 

Hedies nol ; lhis King Pcpi live' for ever.* " Uvi j limit 
ahalt not dir," "Thou I [vest, tlV&u I i vest, raise thee up" 

"Tbou dies! not, stand up, raise then u|i-' "O lofty one 
among the Imperishable Stars, thou perish cti not 'stern - 
ail)'.* 1 Thu* for Egyptian king- death was swallowed up 
In victory; and through their tears Egyptian mourner* 
mlghL like Christian mourner* thousands of years after- 
warils, " O death, where h thy sting t O grave, where is 
thy victory ? ” 

Now it Is siyiiifttint that in ihr-c ancient docmnetitv, Tm 
though the myth or It. end of Oshrfs i> not yis fortli at 
length, It is often alluded to as If it with a matrrr of u«it- mthr 
moo knowledge. Hence tve may legitimately infer the j"""" 3 
g«?U antiquity of the Dorian tradition In Egypt Indeed 
so numerous arc Ljur allusions tv it in the pyramid Texts 
Unit by their help we could reconstruct the siory in its main 
outline, even without tint narrative of I’lutardi. 1 Thus the 
discovery of these texts his confirmed our belief in the 
accuracy and fidelity of the Greek writer, and we mny 
accept his account with confidence even when it records 
incidents of details which have not yet been verified by a 


1 J. IL Break tfd P r? 

MtA ffPEfr tm A mints 

Ejtffj* fip- $1 jf. Anuuitf fcfec 

■cvLi i > in ik* J > pjuiaciJ 1 1 att 

n* *\b* rhJ^ir.T ^ itiv* 
jjfei 11 the ttapn (if rEifrhv tiEm m»r 
IbiSruHr^u trp * 11, )L limit rd, ^ 
fir, p, flji l'nm» ilprli ijiEm 


■t«b w™lrj! mu tej Iuiif .exWr-i * 
brlitf in thr i^uii^mw mm\ uccnii-Mf 
Of lb* And. 

1 ThU hri* hc*u tfWot frj IWttwa 
J, II 31 re&Uf -j l; ha *; 

jip ft jRm^At IM jimifMi 

£&ft- P3-- ti w- 


f 


Okfrl* ft 

HU ^ llir 

ncttCLgHl 

list 

%* 

foCdns. 


6 Tit* M%’TH OF OSllUS ***«« 

(Omjttrisoti with origin a 1 Hfjy plturi sources. The tragic 
tale funs thus : 

Odm was the offspring of an intrigue between the 
earth-ged Seb(Kflb or Geb.as the name is sometimes trains 
lUcrated) ami Use sky-goddess NuL The Greeks identified 
his parents with their own deities Cronus and Khea. When 
the sun-god R l peredlved that his wife Nut had been un¬ 
faithful t * him, 1* declared with a curse that she should be 
tic[iv< f ted of the child in no month and 11 O year Hut the 
goddess bad another lover, the god Thotii or Hermes, as the 
Greeks catted him, and he playing at draughts with the 
mucin won from her a seventy-second part 1 of every day, 
and having compounded five whole days out of thc*e parts 
he added them to the Egyptian year of three imndred and 
■vixty days. This was die mythical origin of the five supple¬ 
mentary days which the Egyptians annually inserted at the 
end of every year in order to establish a harmony between 
lunar and solar time. 1 On these five days, regarded as 
outside the year of twelve months, the curse of the sun god 
did nut rest. and accordingly Odrb war born on the tint of 
them. At hit nativity a voice rang Cttt proclaiming that the 
Lord of AH had come fntn the world. Some *ay that a 
certain Fpimylci heard •' voice from the temple .it Tliche^ 
bidding hint announce with * shout that a great king, the 
beneficent Osirb, was ivrn Hut Osiris ua, m-t tlm only 
ddld of hi> mother On the second of the supplementary 
day:-, she gave birth to ilie elder Homs, on the third to the 
god Set, whom the Greel:i called Typhon, on the fourth to 
the goJde-. Isis, and or. the fifth to the goddess Nephtln V s 
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Afterwards Set married bis sister Nephthys, and Osiris 
married Isis sister isia. 

Reigning as a kins; ori e*rtfri Osiris reclaimed the OvrU 
Egyptians from savagery, gave them laws* and in light them 
lo wcimhip the ^Dds Before his time the Egyptians had cmiirjumi 
been cannibals But fais* the sister and wife of Osiris, 
discovered wheat and barley growing wild, and Osiris intro¬ 
duced the cultivation of these grains amongst his people, 
who forthwith abandoned cannibalism and Took kindly to a 
corn diet Moreover, Osiris is said to have been the lirat 
to gather fro it from trees* to train the vine to poles* and to 
tread the grapes. Eager to communicate these beneficent 
d foc Ov eri catO all mankind, he com rp it ted the whole govern- 
mem of Egypt to his wile [sis, and travelled over the world, 
diffusing the hlesijngS of civilization arid ugricntture wherever 
he went* In countries whom a harsh climate or niggardly 
soil forbade the cultivation of the vine, be taught die in¬ 
habitants to conjole themselves for the want of wjnc by 
brewing beer from barley. Loaded with the wealth that had 
been showered upon him by grateful nations* he returned to 
Egypt, and on account cf the benefits he had conferred on 
mankind Ite iva* unanimously halted and worshipped ns a 
deity. 1 But bis brother Set (whom the Greeks called 
TyphotO with severs Ly - two others plotted against him. Hhifalni 
Having taken the measure of his good brother's body by lrilL - 
stealth, the bad brother Typhon fashioned and highly decor¬ 
ated a colter of the same stec, and once when they were all 
drinking and making merry he brought in the coffer and 
jestingly promised to give it to the one whom it should fit 
exactly. Well, they all tried one after the other, but it fitted 
none of them. Lost of all Osiris stepped into it and lay down. 

On 1 hat the conspirator* ran and slammed the lid down on 
him, nailed it fa*t + sioldcred it with molten lead, and flung the 
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coffer Into the Nile. This happened on the seventeenth d..y 
of the month Athyr. when the iun It in the sign ol Uie 
Scorpion, And in the And-twentieth year of \ix reign w 
Wl the life of Osiris, When kit heard of il she sheared o!T 
n lock of her hair, pul on mourning attire, ami wandered 
bo^r disconsolately ap and down, seeking the body. 1 

By the :ulvice ot the gml of wisdom she took refuse 
- jo tiie papyrus swamps ii!i j St^oii sourjdons 

accompanied her in her flight. One evening when she 
Wlia weary she came to the home »f » wumttrt. wh«. 
alarmed ar the sighl pf the *eorpff>ini, shut the door in her 
fact Then one of the scorpions crept under the door and 
stung the child of the wpman that he died, 0W when Ini* 
heard the mother’s lament at inn, her heart waft touched, And 
she tnid her hands on the child am! uttered her powerful 
sptilir; so the poison was driven out of the cMid and he 
ifbirtrf lived. Afterwards Isis herself gave birth tu a son in lire 
^ n«» She hluJ cot,cciv « d him while shit fluttered in the 

ivb idea ^ hAVk over the corpse of hrr dead h unhand. 1 hr 


itifcLitt Wats the younger Ho fin, who in hU youth Itfirr the 
name of I Ltipwrates, that fe s the child Horn* K;i in Ihr.t , 
the gpddessi of the norths hid frtrm the wrnth nf his wteked 
unde Set. Vce she could not guard him front All minh&p * 
for otic day when [its came to her little son's hiding place 
she found liim stretched lifeless und rigid an the ground ; a 
scorpion tuul stung him. Then Ills prayed to the uin-gr S 
Ru Tor help. The god hearkened io her and staid his hark 
In Lite sky. and lent down Thoth to teach her the ! by 
which she might nsAW her son to life. She trttwed the 
words of power, and tfmightway the prison flowed from 
Ihe body of Homs, air passed into hnn,*nd he livf^-h E hen 
Thoth owjcndrd up into the sky und took his place ot^e 
more in the bark of the sun, and the bright pomp passed 


onward jubtLanL* 

1 FlHtUcfa, Jw ** Ortfifn i j tf, 

* A. EloEari, ^tfrjVW n#i 
t&tte* £#j-aI tm Jteintm p p. JCH& j 
tf, /to dxrffiiiJir JfffigM* lUrfUfk 
IgOg), p. in [ Al Wkedtmiilll, 
if tAr Jnrsml (IflOrka, 

itttfji fpp IBJ if*; 1* 4 . Wall- Rttd^C, 
Th* C*dt*f ihi E&Jhxmt l 4*7 y r 


ii 2 c6 1 T 1 f 

tirttonwfrH* I L.rfl-1on, |<Jt t], r pff'ffr, 

ii. S* + 274 Jjfift Tbew tnttdmii uj 
lh? KMrt|d»nA He fiut rd*l*4 by HUM 1 fit 
hot ut kmwn m ft™ EittrUJft 
imuco- Hwj ■lufb«tviu fegpM (hi it* 
htgrfliftg flf I'lnv by xb« rleul Oinn 

b luld ill n»tfln ihi^-jutjl. ill ll.f 


« 



I 


Ol fcP. f 


THf MYTH Of QSWIS 


9 


Meantime the coffer containin'; the body of O^rts hod nw- in--is 
floated down llic river and away out to till at fait it 
drifted ashore at Uyblus, on the coast of Syria Here a fine ^ 

trim tree shot up suddenly and endowed the chest !n its r 
trunk. The king of the country, admiring the growth of N c — 
the tree* had 11 cut down and made into a pillar of hi* 
house ; but he did not know that the coffer with the dead 
Chum was in it Word of this time to hi* ant! she 
journeyed to Ilyhlus, and =at down by the well, in humble 
guise, hur face wet with ?cnrs- To none would she speak 
till the king's handmaidens came, arid them she greeted 
kindiy, and braided their hair, and hrratbH on them from 
Iter own divine body a wondrous jw rfuma But when lhr 
queen beheld the braids of her hmidmmdciis* hair and melt 
the sweet smell that emanated from them* she *ent for the 
stranger woman and look her into hrr house and made her 
the nurse of her child. But Isis gave the babe bei finger 
instead of her breast to suck, and at night site began to bum 
all that was mortal of him away, while she hertfHf In the 
likeness of a swallow fluttered round the pillar thwt con- 
trimed Iter dead brother^ twittering mournfully, ifalt the 
queen spied what she was doing and shrieked out w hen she 
saw her child in tinmen ami thereby she hindered him from 
becoming immortal. Then the goddess ic vented herself 
and begged for ibe pillar of tbe rooh and they gave It her; 
and she cut the coffer out ol it, and fell upon it and em¬ 
braced it and lamented so lout! that the younger of the kings 
children died Of fright on the spot But the trunk of the tree 
she wrapped in fine linen, and poured ointment on il K and gave 
it to flic Icing and queen, and the wood stands in a temple of 
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hs?i and is worshipped by the people of Bjfbliu to ihh «tay 
And [si* ptit tbc coffer in £ boat and took thr chi -tf oh 
the king s children wiih her Eind railed away. As won as 
ihey were alone, she opened ihe cheat, and laying her face 
on the face of her brother she kissed him and wept Blit the 
child came behind her softly and saw what die w;m a boot 
and she turned and looked at him in anger* and tin: child 
could not bear her look and died : but some say lUnt it w&i 
not so, but that he fdi into the sea and was drowned It i* 
he whom i\\c Egyptians sing of at their bampj.is under the 
jh* isiimc of Mancro*. But Isis pin the oofter by and went to 

Ck!X a r» s “ her ion Honu at the city of [into, and Typhon found 
the confer ns he was hunting a boar one night by the light of a 
I^luEi ™ 1 omonJ And he knew the body, and rent it into fourteen 
pm* pieces, and scattered them abroad. But Iris Railed up and 
~ down the marshes in a shallop iniide of papyrus, look big foi 
tbr pieces ; and that Is why when people s.itl in dhallopi 
made of papyrus, the crocodiles do not hurt them, for they 
fear or rrapcci the goddess And that is the icjlsuu, too p 
why there arc many graves of Osiris in Egypt. for she buried 
each limb as she found it Rut others will h;n-r it that ihe 
buried an image ul him in every city, pretending it wu> hi* 
body, in order that Oiiris might be worshipped in many 
places, and that if Typhon teanihed for Lhe ical grave be 
might not be able to find tiJ However, the genital mcmbci 
of O^ids had been eaien by the fishes, so Isis made mi Image 
of it instcatf and the [mage b Ulai by the Egyptian* 
uif*L>™i at their Test kids to ihU day/ i4 Isis," writes Uu= hUtorinn 
Diodonis Siculus, * recovered all the part* of the body except 
jfCwtr.. the genital* ; and because she wished th:i\ her lumhand'* 
grave should b unknown and honoured by all who dwell in 
the land of Egypt, she reported to the following device. 
She moulded human images Ottt of was ami spiers, cat- 
responding to the nature of OakK round each Otl t of 
the parts of his body. Then she railed In the prima 
according to their families ami took an oath of them all that 
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i hey would rev ml to no man the trust she was about to re¬ 
pose in them. So to each of them privately she said that 
to them alone she entrusted the burial of the body, and re- 
miriding them of the benefits they bad received she exhorted 
llicm to bury the foody in their own land and to honour 
Osiris as a god. She also besought them to dedicate one of 
the anltnab of their country,, whichever they chose, and to 
honour it in life as they bad formerly honoured Oairis, and 
when it died to grant it obsequies Mire his. And because she 
would encourage the priests m their own imerest to bestow 
the aforesaid honours, she gave them a third part of the land 
to be used by them in the service anti worship of the gods. 
Accordingly it u said that liter priest a, mindful of the benefits 
of Oairis, destroys of gratifying the queen, and moved hy the 
prospect of (pun, carried out ail the injunctions of Isis. 
Wherefore to this day each of the priests imagines that 
Oairis Is buried tn his country, and they honour the beasts 
that were consecrated In I be beginning, and when the 
animals die the priests renew at their burial the mourning 
(for Osiris. But the sacred bulls, the one called Apis and 
the other Mnevrs, were dedicated to Osiris, and it was 
ordained llial they should be worshipped as gods in common 
by all the Egyptian* ; since these uniniitlE above all others 
IwaI helped (lie discoverers of coni in sowing the seed 
4nd procuring the universal benefits of agdenhlire. 

Suck Is Uic myth or legend of Osiris, as told by Greek Ti* 
wriici- and cEc-i out by more or less fragmentary notices or 
allusions in native Egyptian lit era turn A long inscription * <**» 
in the temple m Deuderab has preserved a list of the god* un u»u 
graves, and other texts mention l he parts of his body w hich 
were treasured u holy it: lies In each of the sanctuaries, Ljrpu 
Thu* In* heart was at Athribfs. his backbone at Uusiris, his 
neck at LetopoKa, arid hi* head at Memphis. As often 
happens In such cases, some of his divine limbs were tniracu- 
(oiisly multiplied, HU haul, for example, was at Abydos as 
well as at Memphis, and his legs, which were remarkably 
numerous. would have sufficed for several ordinary mortals.* 
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In tllli respect, however, Osiris w&j ftothftyf to St. Denys, 
os" whom no J-> than seven ktAiK all equally gcutiim:, arc 
CXUJlld 

According to nutivc Egyptian aetouniv which supple¬ 
ment that of Plutarch, when Isb had fuuiid the corpse of 
her husband Osiris* * she and her sitter Ncphthy* sal down 
Ijcsldc It and uttered a lament which In pfJ-cr at;cs becu me 
the type erf aJt Egyptian buncfltattai* fo* the dead. w Come 
y house * they waited, 11 Come to thy home. O god 
On l conic to thy hou&c, thou who hunt no foes, O ftiir 
youth, come to thy houae, that thou rnaye*t *ce me, I am 
thy sister, whom thou hiveit ; tlmu ihall not p^rt from the, 
O faia boy. come to thy hnust 4 . * I sea thic* urn, yet doth 
my heart ymm after ihe* and mine eyes desire thee Crime 
to her who Jove* thee* who Jgvn thee, Unnrfcf, thmi ble^ed 
one! Come to ihy sister, eorrte to thy wife, to thy wife* 
thou whose heart Hands still Come to thy hemsewifc I 
am thy sivtcr hy ihc same mother, thou shall not be far from 
me. Gc*h nod men have 1 unit'd their fact* towards thee 
and weep fm liter together. . . . J call after thee and weep, 
o that my cry is heard to heaven, but thou hrared not my 
voice; yet urn l ihy title*, whom thou dhbt love on earth ; 
thou didst love rsanc hut me, my brother l my hrolhef ! " 1 
This lament for thr fair youth cut off in hi*. prime reminds 
lib of the laments tor Adonis, The title of Untie ftr .v M the 
Good Iking 11 bestowed on him mark* the beneficence which 
tradition universally ascribed to Osiris; it was at oner his 
commonest title and one of hi a names as king.* 

The In mentations of the two sari sisters were not In 
vain In pity for her sorrow the stm-god Ka sent down 
fruity heaven the jackal-headed god Acuibaa, who, with the 
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a-A of hh anil Nephthy*, uf Tboth ai>d J lorus, pteced **!*»*j 
togtlher the bfuketi hotly of the murdered god, swathed it ^^*3? 
ih flncu bacitla-ijcs, and observed all the o^icr rite* wW^h «* ^**1 
the Egyptian* were wont to perform over the bodies of the WBe:i 
deputed TtlCo hi* fanned the cold day with her wings : 

Osiris revived, and the rue forth reigned 115 kitty over the 
dead fn the other world 1 There he bore the titles of Lord 


of tile Underworld, Lord of Eternity, Rttln of the Dr.nL 1 
There, loo, in the great Hall of the Two Truth*, assisted by 
fnrty-iwo ajucMon, one from each of the principal districts or 
Egypt, hr presided as judge at the trial of the souls of the 
departed, win made I heir solemn confession before him, ami, 

(heir heart having been weighed snathe balance of justice, re¬ 
ceived the reward of virtue in a life eternal or the appropriate 
punishment of their sins, 1 The confession or rather profession tu» m. 
which the iiwi 0/ th* Pta.i put* in the month of the deceased 
at the judgment-bar of Osiris * set* the mar a lily of the 
ancfetil Egyptians in a very favourable light In rendering 
an account of His life the deceased solemnly protested that he 
Itad not oppressed his fellow-men, that he had ramie none 
to weep, that he had dune no murder, neither committed 
fornicatinti nor lxirrte false witness, that he had not falsified 
the balance, that lie had not taken the milt from the inmirlts 
of babes, that he had given bread to the hungry and water 
to the thinly, and had clothed the naked, in harmony 
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with tIvt^rt professions ard the epitaph* On Egyptian graves, 
which reveal, if not the muni practice, a: least the morel 
Ideal* ol thiLw who slept beneath them. 11 ur for example, 
a mtn says in hi* epitaph - - T gave bread to the hungry 
ptnsl doihe> to the naked, and ferried across in my own tout 
him 'ihu could not Lbe water* T on a father to the 
orphan, a husband to the widow :i shelter from the wind to 
them that were cold- I am one that spake goocl and told 
gt*odn I earned my substemer sn rigbtenUsness" ! Thoie 
who had done thtia in their mortal life and bad been acquitted 
M the Great A^Jitc, were believed to dwell thenceforth .ui 
ease In a land where the corn grew higher than on earth, 
where harvests never failed, where trees were always green, 
ant! wives for ever young and fair. 1 

We are not cfauly Informed a- to the fate which the 
Egyptian xuppmad to befell the wicked after dratK In 
the veemrs which represent the Last Judgment there Li -ecu 
crouching be vide the scales. In which llw lirart of the 
dead it being weighed, a monstrous animal known as the 
41 Eater of the Dead/ 1 It tuts the head of a crocodile* the 
trunk of a lion, and the binder part* of a bippopdtatmK 
Soinr think thal die *011 Is rjf iho^: whose heartv had been 
weighed in the balance aiul found wanting were delivered 
over to this grim monster to be devoured; bill this ultw 
apjiears to l>e CEinjeCturuL 11 Generalty due -sidiml teem* 
to have been placed there simply S3 guaHfenof the entrance 
to the Fklds of" the Blessed, but it l* Hkenel la 

Set, Elsewhere it h ^ild that the judges -il the dead sky 
the wicked and drink Lhtdflilood In brief* liercsho wt have 
cmflictiiTg *Tatemenls P mtid can only gather that there settm tn 
have been no general ^rtuircein among th dwell l-i=. In the 
Valley of the Nile as to the ultimate lot of thr wicked." 1 
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In the resurrection of Osiris the Egyptians saw the la in 
pledge of l life everlasting for themfteke* beyond the grave 
ThoV believed thut every man would live eternally in the 



dead were an exact copy of those which Annblsk Hnrus p ! ™ t 4 U * 7 r - 
anil the rest had performed over the dead god. im At 
every buna! there was enacted a representation of the 
divine mystery which had been performed of old over 
Oiirii, when his son, his sisters, his friends were gathered 
round his mangled remains and succeeded by their spells 
and manipulations In converting hb broken body into 
the first mummy b . which they afterward* reanimated arid 
furnished with the means of entering on a new individutd 
life beyond the grave. The mummy of the deceased was 
Osiris; the professional female mourners wen- his two sisters 
Iste and Nfphthys; Anubi^ Horns, ail the gods of the 
Osurtaii legend gathered about the corpse* -- in this solemn 
drama of death and resurrection the principal part was 
played by the celebrant* who represented Horns the son of 
the dead -i».l rcsusdlnted Osins . 1 He formally opened the 
eyes and mouth of the dead man by rubbing or pretending 
to rub them four tinier with the bleeding heart and thigh 
of % sacrificed bull ; after which a pretence was made of 
actually opening the mouth of the mummy or of the statue 
with certain instruments specially reserved for the purpose. 

Geese and gaiclfci were al*o sacrificed by being decaphaicd ; 
they were supposed to represent the enemies of Osiris, who 
after the fiiuftJer of the divine man had sought to evade the 
righteous punishment of their crime but had been detected 
and beheaded 1 
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iie*a Thus every dead Egyptian >ras identified irith OrirU and 
bere hh ha me. From the Middle Kingdom onward* ic un? 

•as c«in4ik the regular practice to address the deceased as ’"Osiris So- 
arsd-So" as if he were the god himself, and to add the 
standing epithet * true, of speech* because true speech was 
characteristic of Osiris. 1 Hie thousands af inscribed and 
pictured toiuU. that have Ireen opened lei tiles vaBey of thr 
Nile prove that the mystery of the rcsurrecnidn was performed 
for the benefit of every dead Egyptian ; T us Odra died and 
rose again from tin* deaden all men bopcil la ari .- like him 
from death to life eternal. In an Egyptian text it is sai d oi 
the departed that fc| as singly as Osiris live^, *0 shaij lie live 
a I so: as surely as Ostrls did, not die t so shall he nut die; iis study 
as Osiris is not annihilated, so sliaJi he too not be asriihU4tcd r 1p 
The dead man, conceived to be lying, like Osiris, with 
matsgled body, urns comforted by being lo'd i\m the heavenly 
goddess Nut, the mother of Osiris wa* coming lo F ;,vth*f Up 
his poor scattered IrinUs and mould them with Iter own h-inrh 
Into a form immortal and divine, * She give* thee thy 
heath she bring* Ibae thy hunes, she wt* thy limb* together 
and puts thy heart in thy body. 11 Tbui the renurreriirtn of 
the dead wa< conedwh like that of Osiris not merely as 
spiritual but also as bodily. 11 They poseur?* ihdr heart, they 
pMic* (heir senses, they p^«wc« their mouth. they 
thdr fee \ t they posses iheif arms, they pofic^ all their 
limbs** 1 

Cn^bii If w may trust Egyptian legend, the trials and ttnteiit 

of the royal house did not ctaie tviih the m \oration of 0*iriv 
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to ]ifi and hia elevation 10 ihc rank of presiding deity in ihc is.am. <fct 
world of ihc dead. When Honis the younger* ihc son of 
tasiiis and his* was grown to man's enst^ the ghost of his dOm*. 
royal and murdered father appeared to him and urged him* 
like another (ja enter., to avenge the foil] tin natural murder ^0^ 
upon Sib wicked unde, 't hus encouraged* the youth attacked 
the miscreant* The combat was terrific arid lasted many 
days, (fort* lost an eye in the conflict rind Set suffered a 
still more serious muiilntiqm At last Thoth parted the 
combatants and healed their wounds; ihe eye of Horus he 
restored by spilling On lU According TO One account the 
great battle was fu tight on the twenty-sixth day of the month 
of U.oth. Foiled m open war, tfse artful unde now took 
Lhc law of hit viriuuti.* nepfievv. He brought a suit of 
bastardy Against lldm% hoping thus to rob him of his 
tnhrririinee upd to get possession of it him self; nay. noi 
content with having murdered his good brother, the unnatural 
Set cart fed lu* rancour even beyond the grave by accusing 
the dead Q»rb of certain high crimes and misdemeanours. 

The ease wm tricrtl before Liie supreme court of the gods in 
the great hall aL HeltepcilU. Thotli, live god Of wisdom, 
pk-axled (be cause oi Osiris, and tile august judges decided 
ihAt ' the word ui Oahi-- was True" Moreover, they pro¬ 
nounced Horn* tu be ilic true-begotten son of his father, 

So that prince assumed tile crown and mounted ihc throne 
of Ihc Inniciitevl Orim However, according to another and 
perhaps later version of the story* the victory of Moras uver 
hh uncle wa* by no means so derisive, and their straggles 
tinted in 4 com promts by which llorus reigned over live 
Delta, while $ct became king of the upper valley of the Nile 
fr-mt near Memphis to the first cataract Bt that as it may, 
with ihr itcts’i.Um of Hoius began for the Egyptian a the 
modern period of the world,, for on his throne all the king^s 
of Egypt »t as hjs succeacim 1 

There legends of a con lest for the throne of Egypt 
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Thr.yxenii may pcrhnps conimn a reminiscence of real dymstical 
struggle* which attended an attempt to change the right of 
succession from The female to the male tine. For under a 
nik of female kinship iJtc heir to the throne is either the 
lute king's brother or the son of She late kind's sister, whi2e 
under a rule of male kinship the heir to the throne h the 
late kind's seta* In the legend of Osiris the rival herr^ are 
Set and I Torus, Set being the late king's brother, and Hums 
the late king's son ; though Horun indeed united both clilms 
to the crown, being the son of the king's sister as well as of 
the king, A stjniluj attempt to shift tiao line of iuetessiau 
seems to have given rise to simitar contest* & Rome. 1 
rhiritt* Thus according to jrhsl seems to Iwive been the 
gcitcr jj naLive tradition 0*tris wosi a g«--rid ami heJoved 
k^yptf w ht> s wfiered a violent death bin m*; from 
the dead and was henceforth wnrithipped «s a deify. Ji$ 
hntmmy with thti tradition he wa* regularly represented 
by sculptors and painters In human and regal form in g 
dead king, swathed in the wrappings of a mummy, but 
wearing on hit head a kingly crown and grasping in owe 
of his hand** which wrte left free from the hfttrdagej. a 
kingly sceptre.’ Two dries above all others were a^rcCaled 
with hb myth or memory. One of them w»i RusErti in 
U>w r Egypt, which claimed to hb back bow; ihe 

other sm Aliydos in Upper Egypt, which gJuried In 
Thefrmb the possession of his head 1 Encircled by the nimbus of 
14 the dead yet Jiving god, Abydox originally an obscure 
place* became from the end of the Old Kingdom the 
lioiiest ijHit in Egypt ; his tomb them would ttm to hnvc 
been to the Egyptian* what the Church of the Hote 
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Scpukhrc at Jerusalem is to Christian*, h was the with 
o| every phua man ihui hi- dead body should reft in 
hallowed earth near the grave of the glorified Osiris* Few 
indeed were rich enuugh in enjoy this inestimable privilege; 
lbr + apart from the coil of a tomb in the aaed dty, the 
mere tran .sport of mummies from great disiarfcei was both 
difficult and expensive. Yet a* eager were many to absorb 
in death the bits&cJ influence which radiated from the holy 
iqiulchrc that they earned thdr surviving friends to convey 
their mortal remain* to Abydoi, there to tarry for a short 
rime, find then to ho brought back by river aud interred In 
the tomb* which had been made ready Fur them in their 
native lund. Others had cenot^jpbs bulll or memorial 
tablets erected for themselves near the \omh of their dead 
and risen Lord* that they might share with him the bfisf of 
a joyful raumetiem.. 1 

Hence from the earl lest agrs of Egyptian history Abydos 
would seem to have been a city of a he dead rather than of 
the tfv i ng; certainly there is no evidence that the place 
wa-j ever of any political importance, 1 No less thun nine of 
ihc mosi ancient kings of Egypt known to us were buried 
here, lor their tombs have been Hoovered -aid explored 
within recent years, 1 1 lie toy n I necfcJpoili kr> cm I he edge 
of the desert about a mile -snd a half from the temple of 
Osiris. 1 Of the gravel the oldest Ls that of King Khcnt, wmb 
the second or third king of the fir^t dynasty. His reign, Kb ^ 
which fell somewhere between three thousand four hundred Un i te * 
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and ihrcs thou stand two hundred yean bcfiirc our era, 
seems to hive market! in iqwch in the briery of Egypt* 
Tor under hint the costume, thr figure drawing, amt the 
hiert^glyfhici it) assumed She character which they thence- 
i«;.Ti!i preserved to live very end of Egyptian nitferrndhy * 1 
Litrt .ige* identified him with O^irift in a more Intimate 
s£»*e than that iti which the divine title was lavished 
pn e^cry dr-jJ king and liidrc-r! cm every dead man ; for 
bli tomb wai actually converted into the tomb of Oriri‘ 
ami as ruch received m great profusion the offerings of the 
faithful. Somewhere between the twcnty-^ccmd and the 
twenty aixth riymsiy a m.i^ivc bier of gnry granite was 
placed in th" H^pqJchnl chamber On it* cut in high relief 
rrp'iri a shrouded fig sue of the ikari Chirk He lies ut 
lull liTngth* with bare ami upturned fnecu On hh heat! if 
the H hitr Cruwn ■•■ Upp^r Evgypt ; in In hamh, which 
15'Lie from the shroud, he hr> 1 d* the characteristic cmhkins 
of the Eod, the serptre and tins scourge. At the four corners 
of the bier am jierchcd four hawk*, representing the four 
children of Homs* each with their father's hamtrr k keeping 
watch over the dead god K a* they kept watch over the four 
quarter? of she world, A fifth hawk wcuis to Have been 
■ etched on the middle of the b^dy id (Mri? n but it had been 
broken off trcfort the tomb wm rikeevened in recent years* for 
only the hhd 4 s claws remain in position* Finely carved head? 
oi Itons, fme at each corner of the bier* with the daws to 
match below, complete the impressive monument The 
Scene in prefers tod is iinqucsimnahEy the impregnation of Uh 
m the form of a hawk by the dead Osiris ; the Copts who 
dismantled the shrine appear to have vented their pfou* 
rage on the ll gum of ifac haivk Isis by carrying is off or 
smashing it + If any doubt could exist as to the meaning 
of these «utptuied figures it would be set at rest by the 
ancient Inscriptions attached to thenv Over against the 
right ^lotilder of rise shrouded figure, who Iks stretched on 
the lwef t arc carved in hieroglyphics the words, H Qs£rls r the 
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Good Bering, true of s j>crch ** ; und over agaimt the place 
wheJt the missing hnwk perched on the ho dy of the dead 
g«*d 1$ carved the symbol of ini* Two rdkm of the ancient 
hiciltan occupairtbt ofihe tomb escaped alike the fury nf the 
fanatic* and the avarice of die plunderer* who pillaged srtd 
dralmyed It One of the rdics is a human jkutf, from 
which die lower jawbone fe mining ; the Other h an arm 
eiicirdn! by gorget-us jewelled Lr.iceleu of gold, turquoises, 
a methyl and ibrk purple hijji- t&nkflu The former may 
tc the head of King Kltefit hlmtdf; the latter b almost 
certainly the arm of his queen. One of the hratekts r$ 
£tiifi]n>*ed i.f alternate plaques of gold and turquoise* cadi 
nrii.LEiieuU'it with the figure of a* hawk perched oh the 
top of iL 1 The hawk the sacred bird qr ere*i of rrw fc™ 

the earliest dynaUtrr of Egyptian kings. The figure of a 
hawk wa* borne before the king a* a standard on solemn <J)nuue% 
occasion*; the oldest eapitd of the country knuwn to os 
was called iinwk-town: there tlie kings of the first dynasty 
hunt a temple to the hawk : there in modern times has 
I'-ccn found a splendid golden head of a hawk dating from 
rh r - Ancient Empire ; and on the life-like statue of King 
Chrphrcn of ihe third dynasty wc a hawk with out¬ 
spread wiftgs protecting the hack of the monarchy head. 
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From the eafijest to thr latc-.t times of Egyptian civiUia- 
lion h the Hawk * Hi'js the epithet ol the king of Egypt 
wd of Ulc king atone ; it took the first place In the list ol 
lib title* 1 The sanctity of the bin] may help u* to under 
u hy |*b took the form of a hawk fn ortki to mate 
with her dead hudiand ; why the ejneen of Efjypi w rr <m 
her arm a bracelet jutoftted with golden hawk* and why in 
the Indy iepulchrc the four sons of Horns were represented 
in f&g likeness of hawks keeping w^ich mw the effigy ol 
their divine grandfather. 1 

The lego nil receded by Plutarch ivhbli a-iodated the 
dead Ovtrifs with Hyblun in Phoenicia 1 it doubfh'vi tattr and 
probably un trustworthy* It may have been suggtnted by 
the feiemhlmice which the worship of the Egyptian Ohirh 
bore to the worship of the !'linenidan Adotth in that city* 
Bur it h pNi^tlhlr that the story has no drejser fmindmbn 
than a verbal titbun demanding, For By bias U not only 
the name qf m city, it h the Greek word for papyrus ; and 
at Isis is said after the death of Osirh to have taken refuge 
in the papyri** swamps of the Delta, where she gave birth to 
and rear.- I her noli 11*mu. a Greek Writer may j>crha; s have 
confute! the plant with the city of the v.tmr iibibc. 1 Hov, ■ 
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. b virr lEt.it may have been, the asocial ion of Oairis with 
Adonis Ht Byhlus gat-n nsc to a curious tile. It is said 
that every year the people beyond the rivera of Ethiopia 
uved lt> write a letter to ihc women of Byblus informing 
them that the Inst and fomented Aden is was found, Thi* 
letter they ettebsed in an earthen pot t which they sea ltd 
and ^:nt floating down the river to the see. The wares 
carried the pot to Byhtiri, where fivesy year it arrived &t 
the time when the Syrian women were weeping for their 
dead 1-owl, The pot was taken op from the water and 
Opened : the letter was read ; and the weeping women 
dried their l*tausc the tost Adonis was found, 1 
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THE OFFICIAL EGVLTlAS CALENDAR 

Tto dat* A USEFUL clue io ihc ori;;iiifil tinliuc id a .;oil or h 

riVtLrqi ofiiCu furnished fey (tic 5eiirioii ill wIjUi lik or licr fotival U 
kimaiiiKi celebrated. Thti^ t! the festival fuib ut Lite new or the fuh 
there i* a certain presumption that the -Jetty tint* 
itwtoinH honoured either is the ttuwu or at leu! has lunar affinities, 
-.M,* r- 1 jj. the festival is i it lit at the winltr or sum wet solstice, ^c 
naturally surmise that lie gud is the *uri t or at all event* 
that he slant!* in some dose relation to that luminary. 
Again, If the festival ooEpcidea with the time-ff souing t.*r 
harvest, we art Inclined to infer ttml tin- divinity j*> an 
cmbkxiunent of the earth or of the corn- I In -,r prcunripd mi 
or Inferences. taken by llm-msclvei, are by «n> mc.-.r ■. osn- 
clnaive ; but if they happen to be confirmed by other 
indications the evidence may be regarded «* fairly strong. 
Tfe*»»w Cnkuiunately, in dealing' with the Egyptian gods we ait 

f&rpiau * n a S™ 1 measure precluded from making iims of thb due. 
i*Jsinl<tf The reason is not that the date* or the festivals are always 
*p#™bi* * unknown, but that they shifted front year to year, until 
™* after a tong interval they had revolved through the whole 
course of the season*. This gra-hud revolution of the 
festal Egyptian cycle resulted front the employment of 
calendar year which neither cor re‘ponded exactly to the 
solar year nor was periodically corrected by Intercalation.* 
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eiFJUMt we arr/CML scypr/AJv causapaa a* 

The solar year js equivalent to about three hundred and sixty* 
fiW and a quarter days; but the ancient Egyptian*, ignoring 
the quarter of a day, reckoned the year at three hundred and 
sixty-live days only/ Thus each of their calendar years 
tv** shorter than the true solar year by about a quarter of a 
day. In four years the efficiency amounted to one whole 
day ; in forty years it amounted to ten days : in four hundred 
years it amounted to a hundred days; pnd ao it went on 
increasing until after a lapse of four times three hundred and 
*!xty-ftvc, or one thousand four hundred and sixty solar 
years, the deficiency amounted to three hundred and sixty- 
five days, or a whole ligjqrtfun year, lienee one thousand 
four hundred anti sixty solar yefrs* or their equivalent! 
one thousand four hundred and sixty-one Egyptian years, 
formed a period or cycle at the end of which the Egyptian 
festivals returned to those points of the solar year at which 
they had been celebrated in the beginning, 1 In the mean¬ 
time they had been held successively on every day of ifie 
solar year, though always on the same day of tire calendar. 

Thus the official calendar was completely divorced, Trua i* 
except ;tt rare and long Intervals, Drum vrtmt may be catted 
the natural calendar of the shepherd, the bttsb*ndttHT\ and ™ ^ 
lire sailor—that h r from thr course of tile season^ in which 
the Limes lor the various labour* of cattle-breeding, tillage, f 
and navigation lire marked by the position Of the sun in the w^b*• 
iky, the Kshtg or setting of the 5tars. She fall of rain, the 
growth of pasture,, the ripening of the cent, the blowing of v i ii* 
certain winds, and so forth. Nowhere, perhaps, arc the ' rjL -^- h - 
c vents or this natural calendar better marked or more 
regular In thrir recurrence than hi Egypt; nowhere accord* 
fngljr cotii l their divergence from the corresponding dales 
of the official calendar lie more readily observed- The 
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divergence certainly did nnt afcupe the natfce eif thr 
Egyptians themselves, and i^mc of them apparently 
attempted yuuec^Mly to correct it Thu* we art told Thai 
the Theban priests who purlieulady excelled ^ Agronomy, 
wcr v acquainted with the true length of thr solar year, ant! 
harmonized Uir calendar with it by intereuSuliny a day 
every few, probably every (bur, years, 1 Hut thji scientific 
improvement too denpty-oppofed lo the rdtgiaui con 
icrvattsrn of the Egyptian nature to win general acceptance. 
■»The Egyptian** said Centime, a Greek astronomer writing 
jy iLCr, “ arc of an opposite opinion and purpose from 
the Greeks For they neither reckon the years by the sun 
mw the mtmi h* and days by the moon, but they (ihanc a 
peculiar system of their own. They wish, in tact, that the 
•utriliccs should not aIw&ys be offered lo the gods nt the 
tu* time of the year, but ill** they should pass through 
all the seasons of the year, so that the summer festival should 
in time be cdebraicd in winter, in autumn, and in spring 
Fnr that purpose tlwry employ a year of three hundred and 
ilmty^five dayi* d»np"sal of twelve months of thlriy day* 
feich. with five -iipplenientiup day* added.. But they du 
not add the quarter of a day for lhe rcaaori I have given— 
namely. in order that their festivals may i: evolve 1 * So 
attached, indeed, were the Egyptians to their old calendar, 
that the kings .it thdr e+m^;cralin« were led by the priest 
of Ills al Memphis into *he hply of holler and there made 
to tvrcar that they would maintain the year of thirc hundred 
and sixty-five days without imcrcalution. 1 

TIk practical inconvenience ot a ta lend, if which marked 
true time only once in about fifteen hum 1 1 ^ year* might be 
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calmly home by a submissive OrietfUl race like the ancient M-tnr^ot 
Egyptians, but it naturally proved a iiktubliiT^ bk^k tu the 
Ic’i5 patient temperament of their Europrun tOEiqnciuf-.. 1*1 
Accordingly hi the fdgft of King Ptolemy Elf Euergcic* a 
decree was paired that henceforth the movable Egyptian 
year should be ooirvertcd into a fixed polar year by the 
intercalation of one day at the end of every four years, " in 
order that the season* may do tbrir duty perpetually 
according to the ffpewit const mitiot- of the wmId, and that 
it may not happen, through the shifting of the slur by one 
day in four years, that some of the public festivals winch 
are now held in the winter should ever be celebrated in the 
summer, and that other festivals ^iow held in the summer 
should hereafter be celebrated in the winter, a» Has happened 
be lure, and must happen again if the year of three hundred and 
sixty-five days he retained/ The dcrrcc war jinked in the 
year ^39 or ajS pr by the high priests scribe, and other 
dignitaries of the Egyptian church assembled in convocation 
at Canopus; but we cannot doubt thru the mr%-utire, though 
it embodied Native Egyptian science, frits prompted by the 
king or Ms Macedonian advisers? This s*ge attempt to 
reform tlie erratic calendar was not permanently sucEtidul. 

The chnngc inay indeed have [wen carried out during the 
mig n of Lfcc king who instituted it, but it was abandoned by 
the year i<^6 B-C, at latest. as we team from The esdebnited 
inscription known ns the Rosetta stone, in which a montli 
nf the Macedonian calendar is equaled- to the cuirespimfUng 
mo L iOi of the itidvlbtc Egyptian year? And the tesumwy 
o( Gem intis., which I have cited, proves that in the fallow- 
lug century the festival were still revolving in the old style 
’ The fer«m which the Macedonian king bad vainly 
attempted lo irrq>ose upon hi* p™pk wootfrpllsted by 
tiic practical Romans when they took over the admmlstm *i ^Lmi 
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thin of the country. The expedient by which they effected 
the change was a nmpfe one ; Irnlrc it was no nthrr Eh 
that to which Fioiemy Eucrgete* hud resorted for the name 
purpose. They merely intercafeted one day at ihe end of 
r: very four years, thus equo I iii ii g within a \mn1 1 frac t i on four 
calendar yearn to four aotar years. Henceforth the official 
and the natural calendar were in practical agreement The 
movable Egyptian year had been converted htlo the fixed 
Alexandrian year, as it w;ts CitJScil, which agreed wilh Ihe 
Julian year in length and fax its system nf intercuUrion,. 
though it differed bin thai year in retaining the Twelve 
equal Egyptian tnomh* and five auppTcmemwy dmy*.* But 
while tlic eicw calendar. received the sanction of Jaw and 
regulated the business of government the ancient calendar 
was too firmly csuibl ialied in popular u^tge to be at once 
displaced, Accordingly it inrvfvcd for ages iidfi by side with 
its modern rival. 1 The spread of Christianity, which required 
a fixed year for the due observance of Its festival^ did much 
to promote the adoption of the new Alexandrian ilyle, and 
by ihe beginning of the fifth eeniury Lise ancient movable year 
of Egypt appears to have been riot onS^ dead but Joq^iU^ 1 
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CHAPTER HI 


TUF CALENDAR OF THE pGYITIAK FARMER 

§ i. Tki Rut and Fail a/ fht Silt 

It>y«w If the Egyptian farmer of tins olden time could thus get no 
*»»<*■**- help, except tit the rarest interval*, Imm ihc official or Mcer- 
dotal calendar. is* must lave bctu futhpetlrd to utwerve fbi 
W*»bK ihmw natural signal* which marked the hjiici for I he 
various operation* of hunbamlry. In all ages of which we 
iM m ^ powe» arty record* the Egyptian* have been an agricultural 
rtL su fKjyple, d* pen dr tit for their tubsWenca on the growth of the 

com. Tht cereals which they cultivated were wheat, boHry. 
and jippateftliy *orghlitn {llai.u> 4«rgkwm, Umiaew , rbr 
^v,t <,( tins modem fellaheen- 1 Then at now the it hole 
country, with the exception of a fringe on the coast of the 
Mediterranean, was almost r.iiulei*. aml mved »U ftnmensc 
fertility entirely to the annual inundation of the Nile, which, 
regulated by an elaborate system of -.Inns and cantik wa» 
distributed ovw tile fields, renewing the xii! year by year 
with a fresh deporit of «mti washed down from the great 
equatorial lakes anil the mountain* of Aht-iuia Hence 
the rise of the river has always been watched by the in- 
habitants with the utmost anxiety ; for if it either fall' short 
of or exceeds », certain height, dearth and famine ate ihi 1 
inevitable consequence*. 1 Thr water begin* lo rise early in 

■ UrmhiSiii, ii. fli, wtl 3 i A. Wiedc- Alftrium. pu %j? My♦ j A. d- *-M 
muiin', nri*t HWotW :%■!«■, L Ms Asllrv Oripm if u*L*ttww ti J'-j-vu 
l, L ijf. t i niny, AW, fiia, *. * T d.eciioii, pp, jt| ., 30^ 

(t., i V.14, fy>, Sh f. r.irilln?- Wilkin* jSi ; CL Un ;»■!*, Ifntntt e^r.-tm/ 
si'ii, ,Ki»wi flftj rts«« tf «*» *j ftHfiaat rtMWCivnr** U ti, 
Amirmt i (Lutulon, lfc 7 ?k * R<*nd*», IL 14 \ DkxhxnJ* 

it, }'!') 11*. 4 it> s-f,-. A. F.mm, Simiir-, . jA j Ffnlr-, »*li. » 1 FV- 

Aitfttm **J tftrfiittkrt «n 7$fkT&l ■'!»(, AW, //ill. mu. ttij- 
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June, but it is not until the latter htilf of J illy that it swells In 
a mighty title By the end of September the Inundation E* 
at it* greatest licigliL The country is now submerged, M>d 
pretmtU live appearance of a sea of turbid water, from which 
the towns and villages, built on higher ground, rise like 
islands- For about a month the llond remains neatly 
stationary, then sinks more and more rapidly, till by De¬ 
cember or JeiLunry the river ha-. returned to it* ordinary 
bed. With the approach of summer the level of the water 
continuei in fall, in the early days of June tltc Nile is 
reduced to half its ordinary breadth ; and Egypt, writhed 
by the still, blasted by the wind that has blown bom the 
Sahara for marry days, seems a jncre continual hut of the 
desert. The trees are choked with a thick layer of grey 
dust A few meagre patches of vegetables, watered with 
difficulty, struggle painfully fur existence in the iiTimtdr.itc 
neighbourhood of tire vltinges. Smac apf» an *"« nf vwll,n! 
linger? boide the canals and in the hollow* from which the 
moisture lias not wholly evaporated. The plain ippetn ln 
pant in the pitiless sunshine, bare, dusty, nsh-coloured, 
cracked and earned as far a* the eye cun see with a net¬ 
work of fissure* From the middle of April till the mind It 
of June the laud of Egypt is hut hull alive, waiting for the 
new Nile, 1 __ 

For ixmfk* ** of r ' a,,ir ' 1 ! B ^LS?£33^ 

determined the annual labour* of the Egyptian husband- 
man. The first work «f the agricultural year is the cutting: ci Esn* 
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of the dam» whit 1 1 havr hitherto prevented she swollen 
tiver from flooding the canal a and the fields Tilts ia done, 
and the pent-up waters released on thdr beneficent mi^fott. 
tn the first half of August. 1 In November when the (nun* 
dal ion ban lubrided, whrat* batley. and lUir^hmu are vjwru 
The time of harvest varies with the dfslrtql* falling about a 
month later In the north than in the south, In Upper nr 
Southern Egypt barley Is reaped at ilic beginning of March, 
wheat at the beginning of April, am! *tirghum abput the 
end of that month* 1 

U h natural to suppose that these varioit* events of the 
agricultural year were cekhraferi by the Egyptian hrw r 
with mie simple religious rites dedgned to secure the 
blessing of the god* u|>citi hi* labours, These rustic *re> 
monks he would continue to perform year after year at 
the same season, while the solemn festtvml* m the prills 
continued to shift, with the shifting calendar, from rummer 
through spring to winter, and so backward through autumn 
to summer. The rite:’, of tlie liu^KimlmiiTi were stable 
treatise they rested on direct oirscrvaiion of nature: the 
rites of the priest were unstable bccimtr rhr^y were ha-^r ! on 
a false calculation* Yet irinny of the priest Jy festivals may 
have been nothing but dir old rural festivals disguised in ihc 
course of si|ji"4 by die pomp of facmfataltam and severed-by 
the error of the calendar, from their roots In the natural 
cycle of the seasons. 


1 EfJ > ftfrtlnft WilLfcvtfi. iAnt**** 
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Wd, my* {L ffa 41 ibst lb* chu w»i 
f*tp?4 iflcr f.Hif of Anr re-ffitht Per 
htp4 Pilot lEr^Tii (fl LiiWI, Mui Iho. 
d^r«t In t, T p|i^r l%7pi, HlifvhfiT 
Ffiny ilSiBii [A’iaf, //jpi/. stlii. 
flan ibtf r-rtu ns i b# h^n 

rune Nflvrmkii, Elmi Ore i^i|iin- 
** tml rtt U&tch iLb.1 
cnmplticij | R my. Thu Cvprtiiiiy 
■ FfJiti liCltBf Lu Lun-f I km lo l) r r ^s 

F^H. 



CHAT. <11 


tUT£S OP IRRIGATION 


Vi 


§ J. Rita ef irrigation , 

Th''->' conjecture* ire confirmed by the little w know Muurnwt 
bnth of the I'opular and of llif ufFicial Hgyjii*n religion- 
Thu* «■- -ire tend that the Egyptian* held a ftsiivii of Jsi. «»*a» 

.it the ttme when the Nile hr^n to rtc They belfevei! N j., KjS ,„, 
that the gpddr*' w;iS then mourning for the lost O-irts. nnd lora*. 
that the tears which dropped fnmi her eyti swelled the 
impetuous title of the rin't.* Hencr in Ejjyptiw hi.scrip, 
lion* (sis is .poken of a- she " who roakclh die Nile to swell 
and overflow, who maketh the Nile lo «WflJ in Ids season.'* 
Similarly the Tomdjss «f Central Celebe* imagine that 
a ho wots of rain are the ban ihfcd by the com puss ionite 
gods in weeping for wmfiboity who is about to die, ■> 
shower In the morning i* to them on Infallible omen of 
death.* However, an uneasy -uspidon would reem to have 
occ Lined to the Kfiypliani that perrhap* ufitr all the tears of 
the gtwfdtflsi might not sutfke of thrm^-lvts to raise the 
water 10 the proper level ; >a In the time of Ranveac* II. 
the: kiltj* tried on the fSr^t day of ihr Wwd to throw tnlo tin* 

Nile a v* nticn order commanding the rivcf lo do st- duly, 
itnd the nubmi^ivc it ream «ver failed to obey the 
mandate/ Yet ihc ardent bclhrf survives in a modified 
form to this day. For the Nik, a* we taw, begins to ri*e in 
June about the timet of the summer j&ulsiice, the people 
atilt attribute iu Increased volume to a miraculous drop 
which falb into the river on the night of the ^venlecntli of 
the month. The chafnta and donations which they prucU^ 
o*] that mystic niglil in order to ascertain the length of their 
own lUc ami to rid the hay*c* of hug? may well daU? from 
j remote antiquity. 1 Now if 0*W* was in One ttf hli aspects 
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a god of ihe corn* nothing odiiM he man? natural than that 
lie sh&utd be mourned aI miditimmirr. For by (hat time the 
harvest w*& past* the fields were hare* the river ran low, life 
«med lo be * appended* th corn-god was dead- Ai such a 
moment people who saw the handiwork o* divine being* in 
all the Operation* of nature might well irace the swelling: of 
the ^ered stream to the tears abed by the goddess or the 
death of the beneficent cum-god hire fninbarid. 

And the sign of :hc rising waters on earth was sccotfr 
p■*■■sied I?} i lign in heaven, For in the early dap* of 
Egyptian history, surnc thne or four ihmmnd yeans before 
the beginning of otir era, ihc splendid ?iar oT Siriun, Hie 
brightest of all the fixed afarr, appeared at dawn in the cjji 
jiiit before sunrise about the rime of the summer soldier, 
when the Nile begins to tW The Egyptians called [t 
Sothb, and regarded it as the mr of f sis* just as the 
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UftbyhniaH# denned the planet Venus the star of Astute. 

To both people* Kpjutrcrntly- the brilliant luminary In the 
iiimnin^ sky seemed the godde* of fife ami love come to 
1 IWIUTT 1 her departed (over or spouse end to wake liim from the 
dcuti Hence the rising i .f Sirius marked the beginning of the Tt* fUitw 
■acred Egyptian year, 1 and wan regularly celebrated by a f«U- 
vat which did not shift with the shifting official year 1 Tkr o. 
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fint day of the firai mnnth Thoth was thcoixtfcaliy supposed 
to date fn>ro the hdiaca] rising of the bright stir, and Jo all 
probability it really did when the official of civil ye^r of 
three hundred and ifety-Bve days wm* Br*t iuFtimtcri Hut 
the mi^ijieiitatinn which ha* been already explained 1 had 
the I’fTrct of making the iJ.tf to shift iri place 1 in the calendar 
by one day in four yearn. Thus if Slriua row on the 
of Thoth ift cine year, ft would rise on ihe second of Thoth 
four yean afterward^ on the third of Thmh eight year* 
tftowifds* anil so on until after the \aptt of a Siriae or 
Sothk period of fourteen hundred and isxty aolar year* the 
finr of Thoth again eoindded with the heliacal rising of 
Siriui. 1 This tibscrvati«n 0 f ( he gradual displacement of 
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tl -tar In the calendar ha* been ol" the utmost importance Tfcnob**- 
for ihe progress of astronomy, since it led E 111 _ Egyptians r ' : a ‘ ^ wl 
directly tu the determination of the approximately true 
length of the solar year and thus laid Lhe ba.nis of qui 
modem edendaf: for tltc Tnlian eatendar* which we owe ih* 

® ,gj|yp I m j. 

to Caei-ar, was founded on the Egyptian theory, though not tV 
on the Egyptian prarlieeJ Tt was therefore a fortunate 
moment for tin; world when some piousa Egyptian, thousandi? !***& l,i 
of years ago. Identified far the fine time the bright star of ^ * rjl * T 
Sirius with his goddess; for the identification induced his * 
country men to regard the heavenly body with an attention 
which they would never have paid lo it if they had known 
it to be nothing bin a world vastly greater than our own 
and separated from it hy an inconceivable, if not immeasur¬ 
able, abyss of space. 

The cutting of the dams and the admission of the water 
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into the canals and fie Ida b a great event in the Egyptian 
year. At Cairo llic operate in ^en^raily lake. place between 
Lhe sitfth arid the gixteejuh of August, and tJU Idtely was 
attended by ccrcmOtil£f which deserve Id be fiutiCf d, Lkuauil 
they were probably handed down Dram antiquity. An 
andeni canal known by the name of iluer Khalij* formerly 
passed through the native town of Dura Sear h* entrant 
i [re canal was cro&scd by a dim -f earth, very broad at 
the bottom and liiminbhittg in breadth upward*, which used 
Uj be constructed before or -con after the Nile begun jo 
rise. In front of the dam, on lhe side of line river* mu* 
nrare.J 4 truncated colic of earth called: the W ,-..•//£ or 

bride , 11 on the top of *.which 4 litttr ma!?e or millet wn 
generally ^wji, Thu fl bride 1 " was vnirmioiily washed down 
by the rising ihle a week or a fort night before the tu 
of the dam. Tradition rum that the old cash urt was to 
deck a young virgin in gay apparel am) throw her into 
the river a* a sacrifice to obtain a plentiful inundation.* 
Certainly human ^arrifue** were offered far a similar purpose 
by the Wajaggi qf German Ka 3 t Africa down to retnnl 
years, These people Irrigate their held* by of skil- 

fully constructed channels ihmugh which they conduct the 
water of the mountain bmgkt and riven to lhe thirsty land. 
Tltey imagine that the of their fnrefAihm dwell 

in the rocky bavin i of ihcse rushing streamy and that they 
would r c&L'tn the withdrawal of the water to irrigate the 
fiehlr if compeniatkm were noi offered Eo them The 
watciHrate paid to them con 4 - led of a child, uncircumclsed 
arid of imhJciiiishcd hody ( who was decked with ornaments 
I'd La and thrown into the river to drown, before they 
ventured to draw- off the vaXer iruo the irrigation chanrul 
Having thrown him in, his executioners Ahcivcd a dean 
pair of beeEs, because they exacted the fiver to ri*c m flood 
ae once on receipt of the water-tiLte . 1 In similar circum- 
stances the Njjuthj* of ilrilub East Africa saciiilte 4 sheep 
befote they Jet the water of the stream flow into the ditch 
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oi artificial cbamridL Tlic fat* dung, and blood of the 
animal we sprinkled at the mouth of the ditch arid In 
the water ; rimreupon the dam is broken down and the 
simam pours into the ditch- The sacrifice may only be 
offered by a man of the tl Mayek cEan* and for two days 
afterwards |tc wears the skin of the beast tied round Jiis 
head. No dim may quarrel with this mini whiEe the water 
is irrigating the crops, else the people bdieve that the water 
would cease to flow in the ditch ; more than thsu p if the 
men of the It Mayek dan were angry and sulked for icn 
days, the water would dry up permanently for that season* 

Hence the II Mayck dan enjoys grcai consideration in the 
tribe, since the crops are thought w> depend on their good 
will and good offices* Ten elders assist at the sacrifice of 
the sheep, though they may lake no pan in it They must 
all be of a particular age ; and after She ceremony they 
may itor cohabit frith their wives until harvest* and they are 
obliged to sleep At night in their granaries Curiously enough* 
too* while the water is irrigating the fields, nobody may kill 
wiiterbuek, eland, oryx, zebra, rhinoceros* or hippopotamus* 
Anybody caught red-handed in the acl of breaking thla game- 
law would at once be cast out of the village, 1 

Whether the d bride H who used to figure at ihc ceremony Mo**™ 
cf cutting ihe darn in Cairn was ever a live woman or nut* 
the intention of the practice appears to have been to many m *5* 
the river, conceived as a male power* to his hridc the corn- 
land, which was soon to be fertilized I yy his water. The 
ceremony was therefore a charrn to ensure the growth of the 
crops. As such it probably dated, in one form or another, 
from ancient times. Dense crowds assembled to witness 
the cutting of the dam. The operation was performed 
before sunrise* and ninny people spent the preceding night 
on the banks of the canal or in boats lit with lamps on rile 
river, while fireworks were displayed and guns discharged 
at frequent intervals. Before sunrise a great number of 
workmen began to cot the darn, and the task was accom¬ 
plished about ait hour before the sun appeared on the 
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boruou. Wlien only ,i thin ridge or earth remained, a boat 
with an officer on bu.ird vs-aa propelled again-t ii, and 
breaking through site alight harrier drsomded M-ilh the tush 
of water Into the timL Tils Ccvetnot of Cairn flinty « 
purse or gold into live boat a* it jKtvttd. Formerly the 
etulom wim to throw money inlo the canal. The lapidate 
used to dive after i i, ami leverni lives «vjt ■; l: lie rally lost 
in the scramble.’ Thi* practice atm would .ecus to have 
been ancient, for Se-jrca tills u, that at a place called 
the Veins oT the Nile, not Mr from I’hilae, the prices used 
to cast money ami offering* of gold into the river at d 
festival which appareml> tod* place at the rising of the 
water.’ At lain* the I kite- honoured ceremony came to an 
cmj in i’, when the ol.l aiml was filkd up An teciric 
tramway now runs over ihe spot where for count less ngcs 
crowd; of wotahippeir or holiday-makers had annually 
assembled to witness ihr marriage of the Nile* 


| 3 . Ritfs of Setn'itg 

The next grcal operation of tlw agricultural year in 
£^ 4in « Egyf* *» I* 1 *? »»*"* of the seed in November, when the 
***•» water of the tmtndaliou has retreated from the fields. With 
Xomaiso die Egyptians. os with many peoples of antiquity, the com¬ 
mitting of the Seed to the earth assumed the character of 
a solemn and mournful rite. On this subject I will let 
Eg* Plutarch speak for himself. 11 What/* he - are we to 
Tif-attui init(te ° r sllc f:!oomy, joyless, and mimnirtll strife?, if it is 
wrong either to omit the established rites or to confute and 
oimtine disturb our conception* of the gods by absurd suspicions? 
For the Oretfcj al*o perform many rites which resemble 
(hose of the Egyptian* and are observed about the same 
timt Thu. at the (estival of the Thcsroophoria in Athens 
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women tit cin the: ground and fast And the IWotiutw 
open the vaults of the Sorrowful One/ naming that festival 
sorrowful bcram-c Demttcr i* sorrowing for the decent of 
the Malden. The month kthe month of.sowing about fhc 
siting of the Pleiades * The Egypiism* call it Athyr, the 
Athrnian^ i'yanepskm, the Bor Utans the mc^ith of ttenvertrr 
Thcoj- -itipu> informs nv that tile western people* consider 
and call the winter Groirua. the summer Aphrodite! and the 
spring P^raephtme, and they believe dial all thing's *rc 
brought into being by Cftmtis and Apbr dhe. Tlnr 
Phrygian* imagine that tlie god sleeps tn winter and wakes 
in r.ummcr, and accordingly they celebrate with Bacchic 
tkm flic putting him to tted fa winter and hit awakening in 
summer* The Pnphf.igu until* allege that he h bound fast 
and shut up in winter* but that he stirs and h set free in 
spring. And ihc ~*:a -m furnishes a hint thru I he guineas i* 
for the hiding of those frliils. of the earth which the ancient* 
^Lcemad, not indeed gud*, hut great and necessary gift* 
bestowed by the gods in order ihtH men Hughs not lead the 
life uf vuvwgc* and of wild beasts For it was that time of 
year when they mw vornc of the fruit* vanishing and failing 
from the tides* while they sowed other* grudgingly and with 
difficulty, ^crajiing the fi.xrtJi with their hands and huddling 
it up &£aln,on the uncertain chance that what tltcy deposited 
in the ground would ever ripen and come tu maturity. Thus 
they did in mruiy respect* like those who bury and mourn 
thdr dead. And just as we ■-&% that a purchaser of Plato's 
books purchase* Plato,, or that m -Klor who plays the 
comedies of Menander play* Menander, so the men of old 
did tint hesitate to call the gift* anil product* of the gisds by 
llu? nan its of the gtxls themselves thereby honouring and 
glorifying the things on account of their utility. Hut hi 
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after ages simple folk in their ignorance Applied to the godi 
stitcmcnta which only held Eme of the fruit* of the eajth b 
and w lltcy came not merely to say but Actually to believe 
that tits growth and decay of plants on which ihcy s-ubiUtcd/ 
were the birth and the death «if godst. Thus they fell Into 
absurd h immoral, and eailf lifted ways of Him king, though ^J| 
die while the absurdity of the fallacy was manifest, Hence 
Xenophanes of Colophon decLaicd that if the Egyptians 
deemed ihesr god-i divine they should not wreep for them, 
and that If they wept for th™ they should not deem 
them dlvfor 1 For It is ridkidouV laid he, ia hinsnil 
and pray that the fruits would be good enough U« grow arid 
ripen atpfn in order that they may again lie eaten and 
lamented/ but he was wuug p for though the liifpenUlfniKi 
ire foi die frtlits, the prayer* are juhlre^d fo the gods, as 
the causes and givers of thelm that they windd be pleased 
to make frerft fruit* h* ipring up itiilcad of thoK that 
perish " * 

ftvtxiitfi In this interesting paniAge i'lufarch espresso It h hdlel 
the worship of the fruits of the earth wa* the result of 
if i-^rr 4 ^rbal miaapprchensian or di&ea*e of language, a* k hat 

ih* anii been eaJtetf by a modem school of lEiytholt^uif t, who r*plain 
jgj; origin of myth* in general on the same easy principle of 

TPnhftj metaphor* mifiundeMtnod. Primitive man* on Plutarch 1 ? 
lh«M>V firmly tudicvcd that tins fhtiU of thr earth on which 
he subsided were not themselves god** hut merely the giFr* 
of the gwU, who were the real givers of all good things 
Vet at the same Time men were fn the habit of bestowing un 
these divine products the names of their divine creator?, 
either out of gratitude dr merely for the sake of brevity, rf 
when we say that a man has bought ;i Shaken pea re or acted 
Moli^re, when we mean That lie has bought the works nf 
Shakespeare or acted the plays of Moliirc. This abbreviated 
mode of expression was misunderstood in inter tinier, and $o 

* **P*Vt1m* rwi t ifjpl [cst it lit lllfi kraty f jI|i ibiie, ^brli* 
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people came to lt>ok u\ on the fruits of the earth ai them¬ 
selves divine Instead of as being the work of divinities: In 
•than, they mistook the creature for the creator* In like 
nmnuer Plutarch would explain the Egyptian worship of 
animals is rcvcicnoc done not so much Ijj the beasts Lhem- 
reives as lu the .:rejL god who displays the divine handiwork 
ill sentient or-aiissms evert more than in the moat beautiful 
and wonderful works of in an Em ate nature.* 

The comparative study of religion has proved that thee H>« iWi 
theories of Plutaich are an inversion of the truth Fetishism, j*“ - 
or the view that the fruits of the earth and things in general vi u« 
are divine or animated by powerful spirits, is not, as PJuUtmh 
imagined, a late corruption of a pjrre and primitive theism* " 
which icgamled the gods us the creators and givers of aJJ ' 1 

good Qijn»;.v On the contrary', fetishism h early and theism 
is late in the history of mankind I ci [Li -4 respect Xeriopliatics, u * u-_,UB ' 
whom Plutarch attempts to correct, -dE splayed a much truer 
hisighi into the mind of the savage. To weep crocodile 
tears over the animals and plants which he kills and eat*, 
and to pray them to couie again in order that they may u«ihLrn*r* 
be again eaten and again lamented-—this may seem absurd 
to us, but h is precisely what the savage docSL And from MJii *0*1 
bis fKijnt of view the proceeding Is not at all absurd but r " LJ_L 
perfectly rational and well calculated to answer his ends. 

For he sincerely believer Lhat animals and fruits arc Ecu a mod 
by %plri\s who cati harm him if they please, and who cannot 
but be put to coEtsiderable incottvenicncc by that destruction 
of Lheir bodies which I* unfortunately 1 j: separable from the 
prcices^e* of mastication and digestion. What more natural, 
therefore, than that the savage should offer excuses to the 
beasts snd the fruits for the painful necessity he i* under of 
Consuming them, a lid that he should endeavour to all evinlc 
lheh pangs by *oft words and an air of respectful sympathy, 
in order that they may hear him no grudge, and may hi due 
time come again to be again eaten utid again lamented ! 
judged by the shiudanl of primitive manners the attitude of 
Hie walrus tn the oysters was strictly correct:— 
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*«t »* 1 Many of such hypocritical lurncntatinns fot 

iinim*ii>, drawn not from the- fancy of j plsiyfui writer but 
frwn the facta of savage life, could be cited. 1 Hero 1 
UwLnmntt *#jiloj® the generat statement of a writer on the Indiana 
^•hl of Britifih Columbia, because it covers the uir of vegetable 
* r a 4 well as of animal food. After describing the respectful 

tricorne accorded by the Sttailum Indians to the fust 
“ sock-eye " salmon which they' have caught in the nittsuti, 
he goes nn ; “ The significance of thete anemoiiiiM is easy 
to perceive when we remember the attitude of die Indians 
towards nature generally, and recall their myths relation t o 
the lalmou, and their coming » their rivers and tit reams 
Nothing that the Indian ol this region e.M* I* regarded by 
him as mere food and nothing tnorc. Not u Mngle plant, 
animal, nr finh, or other object upon which hr feeds. Is. 
looked upon in ihiw tight, or as some thing be lias secured 
for him seif by his own wit and skii] He regard.- Jl miller 
;ij something which has been voluntarily mJ com passionately 
placctl in his hands by the goodwill and eminent of the 
^piiit* ot the object ilself, or by the ink-re .■ -don and magic 
of hii cultiiie-heroes j to lie retained and by Itiiu only 
upon the fulfilment of certain conditions, These conditions 
include resjjwt and reverent care tn the killing or plucking 
of the animal or plant and proper treatment ol the parts he 
has no use for, such as the lx.no. blood, and offal; and the 
depositing of the same In some stream or lake, x> that ills 
object may by that means renew Its life ami physical farm. 

J he practices In connection with the killing of animals ami 
the gathering of plants ami fruit, all make this quite clear, 
and tL is only when we bear this altitude of the ravage 
towards nature in mind that «ve oin hop: to rightly tinder- 
stand the motives and purposes id many of lb* strange 
euttum-i and bdlefc 1 * 11 
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We can no^ andenUrtd why among; mart y peoples of rn**il* 
antiquity, a* Plutarch lelb us, the time of *&tripg wm a 
time of sorrow. The laying gf Hie med in lire earth wa> 
a burial qf the divine clement, end it was fitting that like a gEJgjjji^ 
human burial it should lie performed with gravity and the 
scmhJiHtc + if not the reality, qf sorrow. Ye! they sorrowed 
not Without hope, perhap> a sure ami certain hope, that the 
•wed which they thus com mined wiib sighs and tear* to 
Uic ground would yet riw from the dmi »ml yield fruit a 
hundredfold to the reaper, u They that *qw in tear, shall 
rnjip in joy, He that goelh forth and wcepeth, bearing 
predotw ;icr»i fc shall doubt ic&s cumc a^iirt wilh rejoicing 
bringing his sheaves with him. 1 ' 1 , 


§ 4. ftiUs qf NsjrVfjf 

The Egyptian hnrvcst, ai ive have seen, falls not fn f.*wrs« 
nmumn Ixit In Aprftig, in the months of MwUj, April, and ' 
May. To the husbandman the time uf hmve4,at least In it iVun.jn 
go*j4 year, must necessarily be a reason of joy: In bringing 
home bis sheave* he is requited for bis Jong ami anxious 
labours. Vet if the olid Egyptian farmer fell a secret joy 
at reaping and garnering Ike grain, it was c&scuijaJ that lie 
should conceal the natural emotion under an air of profound 
dejection. l r or was lie not severing the budy of the com* 
got! with hib sickle 4nd templing ft to pieces under the 
hoofr of his cattle on the thrcahlRg-flonr ? = AcdOnUhgly we 
are lok! that it was l iil iinci^it cu^om of the Egyptian corrs- 
rcaper* to beat ttieir breasts atul lament over the fir>t slicjif 
tm. while at I be same time they called upon EiisJ* The 
mvocal ion seems to Imve taken the fortu of □ melancholy 
chant* to which the Greeks gave the natjic of Mane r cm 
S imilar plaintive a trains were chanted by tom-reapers in 
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CAUtVDAlt OF THE EGYPTrAS FARM Eft **«m 

Phoenicia and odutr part* or Western Asi-i. 1 Probably all 
their dokfnl dime, w.ir UmeiJMtions lw the corn-god 
killed by the sickle* of the nsajwf* In 1’^pt the rlnin 
deity was Oifrij, and the name Maanvt appli^l to the dirge 
appear* to be derived from certain words meaning ’' Come 
ip thy house,"' which often occur in the lam emotion* for the 

dead god . 1 , . 

Saul* Ceremonies of the ame sort have hc*n observed by 

a™™« 0[h rr peoples probably for the amr purpovr. Thus we arc 
CJT 1 told that among all variable, c*.m ‘it!*), by which h 

apparently meant moire, hold* the first place In the Ijouw:- 
S!*T hold economy and the ceremonial observance of the 
"ft" Cherokee lirdkna. who invoke it under llw name or - (hr 
t*£ Old Woman ? in allusion to a myth that it sprang [roto 
the blood of an old woman killed by her disobedient **»■ 
* Much ceremony accompanied the planting and tending of 
the crop. Sewn grains, the Sacred number, were put into 
each hill, and these were not afterwards thinned out Atler 
the lost working of the crop, the priest and an artJstoitt—- 
generally the owner of the held—went into the field and 
built a small enclosure in the centre. Then entering it, 
they staled, themselves upon the ground, with brads bent 
down. l:)i I while the assistant kept perfect dlence ;lv- priest, 
■vitSi rattle m hand, san-I *on(r* of invocation to the spirit of 
thr com. Soon, according to the orthodox belief, a loud 
rustling would be beard outside, which they would ktmw 
Timfitit wa* caused by ihe ‘Old Woman' bringing the com into the 
WfliBflis < r j* R ^ i b ut neither must look up until the ‘Ong was finished 
Su uJT This ceremony was repeated on four successive nights, after 
tamtaia frr 1lP one Ottered the field for seven other night*. *l> cn 

' kll< the priest Uinuelf went in, and, if ail the sacred regulations 
had been properly observed, was reworded by finding young 
tJ „ ujujn the (talks Tlic com ceremonies eouhi be f’cr- 
formed by the owner of the field himself, provided he was 
willing to pay a sufficient fee to the priest in order to team 
the song* and ritual. Care was always t ilcen to keep a 
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RITES OP HARVEST 

dean trail fmm tile field to the home. » that the corn 
might be encouraged to stay at lmm= and not go wandering 
elsewhere, of (hew customs have now fallen into dis¬ 

til' excelling among the old people, by many of whom 
they are still religiously cWneil, Another ciarioua ceremony, 
of which even the memory it now almost forgotten, was 
enacted after the first wording »l the com, when Hit owner 
er priest ^lood in suttetajem at cadi oi the four corners of 
the field and wept and waited loudly. Even the priests are 
iu.w unable to give a reason Tor this performance, which may 
have been a lament for list bloody dtritli nf Sdu, the Old 
Woman of the Corn - 1 tit these Lhortftce practices the 
lam iv mat ion i Mil the invocation^ of the Old Woman of 
liin Com resemble the ancient Effy-ptfoc customs of lantnt- 
mg nver the fir-l com cut and caJUH(f upon Isis. herself 
probably in one of her aspens an Old Woman of the Corn. 
Further. the Cherokee precaution of leaving a dear path 
irom the field to the house resembles the Egyptian invitation 
to OiiiriSj "Come to thy house," So In the East Indict 
to this day jtropic observe elaborate ceretnotuc- for the 
nnrpnse nf bringing hack the Soul of the Uice noin the 
field, -o the baru. ! The Naildi nf British East Africa per¬ 
form a ccfTOinity in Seplcmtsr when the etetisine grain w 
ripening. Every woman who owns a plantation goes out 
with her daughters into the cornfield* J *mi makes a _bonfire 
of the hranchc-- and leave* rf certain trees (the Sahinttw 
tamfylwtfam and .uxlvi/dnt). After that they pine k 

some of the clcusmt,and each of them puts one gram m Iter 
necklace, chews number and mb' it on laur forehead, throat, 
iiiul breast "No joy i- shown by the womenfolk on this 
occasion, and they vim.wfully cut a ba kolful of the corn 
which they take home with them ami pls«= ■" Thc Mt to 
dry.** 

Just as the Egyptian* lamented at cutting the mm. 
w the Kareifc Indians of California Lament at hewing the 


* J. W&H*Ti "MjfiH# fr* 

Oirri -h try. 1 Ks- 

pwt *f ik4 Hxttx* 4/ AtottiM 

\XtvWn&*b if*!, r W L 

4 IJ tfr 1 do nnfl know wWi p**zm*T 
itw vrbtt ti*=LM br l# ** ^ 


The M and ^ibe ini wtttttfl* ft* 
ibp cdfn. pi 

1 Spirih *f Mr Cutw MtoJ if fit 
IFW r L iflo *sy- 
i v, C tiiilU*, Sjh& 

1 ^, 1 , V 




UfflMlt' 

\ m 4 i 'i m ru ml 
USfJJfcg 

ium] 

fwA 


An|p 

i ■' rkESQftjP 

r J tmifjw 4 
" I tmi oad 
MHiti 4 ' rt-E 

kmn 


CALENDAR OF TUB KGVl'TtAtf FA ft AtBH *w n 


sacred wood for the fire in the iwadfr-tM The 
wood must lx? tut from * tree "« the top of the hifllie^t 
hi!l In loppli^ off ihr bought the Indian weep* and 
«,bs piteously. shcdrJhnr «ul tears, und it the lop of Hie 
ire, he !e*v« two branches and a lop-knot, re^tnbim« 
tt man's head and outstretched arm--. Hftvilifi J-Kcndcd 
from the tree, he binds the wood in a faggot aitd fitma 
It back to the assembly - rOrt» ( blubberim; ail the way. 
Jf lie h asked why lit thus weeps at cutting aiwJ fetching the 
.acred fuel. I'C will either site no answer or -ay limply Uwt 
he does it fnr luck.' Wc may aOtpcei that hi* rcaJ meiue 
is to appease the wrath of the trec-^plfii many of wlio.-e 
limbs he has amputated, though He look -.are to leave him 
tufC* arm.* and a bead- 

fhd cOdCCfiiToii of the com spirit si 1 * ai1! ' dead -at 
harvest Is very clearly embodied in a custom observed by 
the Are 1st of Moah When the harvealm have nttrlj 
finished their task and only a smalt cottier -i the field 
rei(tains to be leaped, the owner take* a handful of wheat 
tied up in a sheaf, A holff is dug in the form of a grave, 
anti two itoncs are set upright. one at the head and the 
other at the foot, just as In an ordinary burint, Then the 
sheaf of when ti laid at the bottom of the grave, and 
the ihcikh pronounces these words, ‘ The old man is ilcad,” 
Earth is after* mils thrown in in enver the sheaf, with * 
prayer, ” May Ail*h tiring us back the wheat of the Head 
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Str«'it* then, were the principal event* of ihc Uvtmafcerimdns Wjfeft* 
in indent Egypt, and such the Mjnple religious vilct by A ° pa 
which he cdebrnted them Hut we have still to consider 
the QsirUn icsiivals of the official calendar* so Far a* these ^ tt 
are cl escribed hy Greek writes of recorded on the timnu- 
incuts. In examining them it is nreejsary to bear in ml nil iq 

that on account of the movable year of tht old Egyptian 
calendar the true or astronomical date> of tin? official festival* o. nai^d 
must have varied from year to year* at ka*t until the adoption * w - 
of the fixed Alexandrian year in 30 B.C Erom that -irne 
onward, apparently, the date-; of the festival* wete deter¬ 
mined by the new calendar, and so Wised l Q rotate 
throughout the length of the solar ye*ir. all events 

l 1 tin arch, writing about the end ol tlte first miuty, Implies 
that they were then fixed, uot movable , u >7 though h- 
does noi men Clou the Alexandria 11 calendar, he clearly duscs 
the festivals by it / 1 Muttnmt, the long fc±ul calendar of 
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Esne. An importliit document of the Imperial is obvi- 
oujly te?xd on the li*rd Alexandra* JW! fw lt 
tJ |ft murk for New Yeir') Day to the day whkh <<*»< ipofitl* 
to the twenty-ninth of August, which the first <Uy of 
the Alexandrian year. and to reference to the nsing of the 
Nile, the Tuition uftlie sun, anil the opera*™* of: jjta* 
turn .^c all in h**mtmy with this suppomi™ Dim w 
ni;iy ukr it as fairly certain that from JO aC on*™ 1 * " ,e 
Egyptian festival* were stationary in the snlai year. 

Hcrwiotu* tell# u* that the grave of Osm* f« at ff >,ri 
2Un Ijower Egypt. and that there w« a lake th«e upon which he 
2$£. sufferings of the god were displayed a. a mystery by mght 
- * this commemoration of the divine p»*k» bnd once * 
?3Z year: the ,-enptc mounted and beat their brents at it to ratify 
their sorrow for the death of the god ; and an llW nr a eo*. 
made of gilt wood with a gulden ;un between its ho™, *** 
carried out of the chumber in which it stood tlw r «t o 
year,* The cow ro doubt represented l»is hermit, '» 
were sacred to her, and she wM regularly depicted with he 
horns Of a COW on her head* W even a » *-m.iO «nh tlw 
head of a cow* It is probable that the carry tn v : out of her cr%w- 
S !uii>cii image symbolised the ffxhksi wareWng (be the f.e«i 
body of Osiris ; for thl< the native %ypU*n interpretation 

of jj -iiiniltr ceremony observed in PIII*arch's 'imr about ihe 
Winter solstice, when the gilt “rric I seven Hines 

fcillmlI the temple-* A great feature o f the festival was the 
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nocturnal illumination. People fastened rows of oil-lampi 
to the outside of their hdttfcs, and the lamps burned all 
night long. The custom was not confined to Sais fc belt was 
observed throughout the whole of Egypt.* * «-=i ’ 

This uiiLver^J iliumination of tin houses on one night ^ n ; : ’ - 
of the yum fuggesta that the festival may have beet! h com frir llt | 
numeration not merely of the dead Osiris hut of the dead ^j 7 ^ 1 
hi general, In other words, that it may haver been n night ot nt? -xn > 
All Souls. r For it is a widespread belief that the fonh of 
the dead revisit their old homes on one night of the year; 
and on that solemn occasion people prepare for the recap- 
tir.iu of the ghosts by laying out food for them to eat, and 
lighting lumps to -utde them un dick dark mad from and to 
the grove, The following histancei will illustrate the custom. 


| 3, FmM &/ All Smis 

The Esquimaux of Sb Michael and the lower Yukon M ( 
River in Alaska hold a festival of live ckftd every yeai ot *q* 
the end of November or the beginning of December, w —g^ 
well ws a Lpeatef festival at interval* of several yca^. At , n 1Ml 
these seasons, rrw?>L drink, and clothed are provided lor dse 
reluming ghosts in the htskim or clubhouse of the village, 
which is ' illuminated With ot! t very man or 

woman who wishes to honour U dead friend «su up 4 lamp ,, r , 
on a stand in front of die place which the deceased used to ,ise touL 
occupy in the clubhouse. These tamps, filled with §£al od, 
arc kept burning day and night till the festival i> o\cf. 

They arc believed to light the diadem on their return to 
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thelr okJ bomc back again to the land of tl* toi If 
' . nc fan, t „ , m t ujj a lamp ftl the clubhouse and to h«P 
aoj «*c lain » I I ^ nr jhc desire* to honour 

'^uiZS'W i» «*>■«- ** fi““ «<■' - 

o» the «ve ol the festival the *t«r«1 m*fe «“*>n 
^ • lo ? grave and summons the E Wt by P>|Mf« li '« c 

£Xf * -a >1*" or of * ««“ to "■ ^ 

b* *> the *»u«d W** It »»" ” ■ 

.V The dead are mmrlred mi Heap implement*- vv,1( 1 

^ t^Lu uglier in the fire-ftii Under the claUw^ 

tKc ***.** . .r rzzx 

£2£ of the talk* of their ^ 

SSSg* Of food, drink, V»1 ctoihing are made 

_r thci dead Thus each cjhtsiins the *u|i|3lifi U r 1 - ^ 

° f t; ,^ f Jodi The ric*<. . have non* to imd« 

'"fTeringi t© ttafl WO believed to differ [j«« 

IlUec the E^iilniftu* fear to die without kavlng Mrid 
■ , vb ,j vviU sacrifice m their sptnis. and chi 

leTs people geiurally adopt children le* their riwdc* vhuuli 

ST23S2 « ti.. Sw* wjw * <*«<”, * y-r; 

m«h <W »• Bhf< “ *t£ 

4 fkqf r t t!cmi a 1 i the severest paiwihmc-flt tmt c u- LK 
L -Tn. Ariel the L; of invitation ro *' 
,) M ,] hare been *iing. the givers of the feast take a *H 
ponioo or rood 600, oo, di.6 ««d CM* «£“"*; " 

sssissit jra x-*- 

it aftcrwi«d*dEbated among the people pKSent, * to 

ont h«X Then with songs and *■**» the M «£ 
to art ^,<1, and the ghost* lit dismissed to »h«r own plM* 
Dances form a ™.sj**»* featnre of the great f««tjl rf 
dead, which is held every few y«*~ T he dancer* dan« n« 
only in the clubhouse but also -it the grave* and on thr i«. 
if the doused (W* 'heir tleath by drownirg. 

The Indians of California used to observe annual cere 
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itinnis-of mourning for tlx dead? *i wiM of which the souk ^ 
of the departed were represented ljy living person^ Ten 
or more matt would prepare iheinwives to play the pari of 
t he ghosts by fasting fcf a*rami days, especially by abstaining 
from flesh. Dhgmscd with paint and soot, adorned with 
leathern and gruve*. they danced and tang in the vflfiigD 
rushed about fn t|te torc*t by night with bunding torches Lo 
their Itaisd.-. AsVr a time they presented Item selves to the 
relations »f the decea^d, who looked upon these masker* 
aa in very truth their departed friends and received them 
.wnrritagly with an outburst of hiiicnutiDn. tlie old women 
scratching their own facts ami smiting their breasts with 
turner in token of mourning. IJcse masquerades were 
generally held in lebnttuy. During their centime rite a 
strict fa<t unobserved in the village 1 Among the Konkaus 
of Qdlfoniift the dance of the dead is always held about she 
etui of August and marks their New Year's Day* They 
tidied a large quantity of food, dotking, basket*, ornaments, 
and whatever else the spirits are supposed to need in the 
other world. These they hang on a stmkircte of boughs Of 
imdl tnes p cut and J*t in the ground leaflets. hi the 
centre bum* a great firc t and hard by are the graves. I he 
ceremony begins it evening and lasts till daybreak. As 
darkness falls, men and women sit on the graves and wail for 
the dead pf the ytnf» The® ihey dance round the fire with 
frenzied yells and whoops casting from time to time the 
offerings Intu the flames. All must be consumed before the 
(jt»t faint 3Uii*ik.< of dawn glimmer in the East.* The 

Choctaws used to have a great respect far their dead They ^ 

did not bury their bodies but laid them on bier? node of ^ 
bark and supported by forked sticks about fifteen feet high «™<^* 
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When the worms had consumed the fiesh. Uie skeleton was 

EZZ*. »«y — - M 

buried and the bones were deposited in a ' ’ 

S rXed with ochre. The box cent, hung the bones 
was tb^ carried to the common burial ground. In the 
curly day* of November the tribe eelcbreted a great 

L they culled iHe Fcsuval of the Dead or of the bonis : 
ISm «* gathered in the common 
and there with weeping and lamentation vis>led tlx bo^ 
Which contained the moulding reties of their dead. J 
returning from the graveyard they hdd a p»J b ?*^ ' 
which ended the festival* Some of the Pueblo Id*™* 
of New Mexico believe that on a certain day fiu A^ 

1 think) the dead rise from their graves and flit aboO th 
UUl, »nJ ™ d* Say all wl» hava 1« 
ouPv- out quantities of c*m, bread, moat, and such mlier gi^l 
things of lire as they «n obtain, and place them in be 
haunts frequented by the dead iu order that the: de l-£* 
spirits? may one*.* tn« enjoy the comforts of this 
world. They have been encouraged in this belief by 
priests, who were in the kit* of sending out and Hppropv 
Sting to themselves all the*- things, and then mnk ng he 
££ simple Indiana M**t that the dead had eaien 

The Mir tecs of Mexico iiclievcd that the sauis <*f *k? 
I"U"1 dead came back in the twelfth month of every V W 
' UlI ,i 7 1 corresponded to our November. On this day of AU boiil 
S.cf lhc houses were decked out to welcome the spirit* J*« of 
^ Jood and drink were set on X lable in the principal n»*. 

4P d the family went forth with torches to meet the ghosts 
iitid invite them to enter. Then returning rhemsdves to the 
house they knelt around the table, ami with eyes bent o. 
the ground prayed the soul* to accept of the offer^ *nd 
lu procure the blessings of the god» upon the faimV 
rheV remained on bended knees and with downcast eyes i'» 
the morning, not daring to look « tire table lest y 
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should offend thi: t. j. ?if■ tby spying mi them at their meat 
With the first beam 3 of the sum they rose, glad nt heart. 

The jars of food which had been presented to the dead were 
given to the poor or deposited in a secret place. 1 The 
Indians of Santiago Tepchuaean believe th.it the souls of 
thdr dead return to them on the night of the eighteenth of 
October* t he festival of .St* Luke, and they sweep the reads 
m order that the ghosts may find them clean on their 
p ssage. f 

A^ain* the natives of Sumba^ an Eaft Indian island. Am«n=*t 
celebrate a New Year's festival* which U at the ?nrne iltnc j i^iiV' 
festival of the d end ^ The i-ravt* are in the mid rile of lh< 
village, ami at a rjiven moment all tty: people repair to them 
and raiw a bud weeping and walling. Then after indulging 
for a short lime in the national pastimes they disrprrpfc to 
ihdr and every family calls upon its dead to > >?fne 

hack. The ghosts an: believed to hear and accept the 
iovtuuion* Accordingly I Kiel and areca nuis are tet out 
for them, Victims too, are sacrificed in front of every 
house, and their hearts and livers are offered with rice to 
the dead. After 3 decent interval these portions are distri¬ 
buted amon^t the living* who consume them and banrjikti 
gaily on fleah and rice, a rare event in iheir frugal Jives* 

Then they play, dance* and sing to their heart's Content, and 
the festival which began m lugubriously ends by btftig the 
merriest of the year. A little before daybreak the invisible 
guests taler their departure. All ihe people Turn out of 
\h dr houses to escort them a little way. Holding In wit 
tutnd die half of a cocmmit* which contains a smalt packet 
of piovi-rions for the dead* and. in She other hand a piece of 
smouldering wornt. ihey march In procession, singing a 
drawling song to the accompaniment of u gong and waving 
the lighted brand* in rime to the nuutic. So they move 
through the darkness till with the Iasi word* of the tong 


* TlriPtiif 4 f IkpijiWf;, fiitmi** 
tUi W9iim* ciwwittfrr *V Wfiifttt *t d* 
rAmlrrfm - i f*r r uS* |htii t i ^7- 

lii. 33 ffs e It. H. 

Wiu-y jVj c* 4 Mf ti* /U Sua n 

1 1 Uiaji ii-tt*inirrt 

iriLP ixitirfikt *tt tUlk [jiiukij by Elsi 


Iiytfuu pj ■ tif* pin tjfUoti *ti\ 
Cmnil ij4 Tx>uf. 

baaJC. *f iii. M- &*■* T 

1 '"Ij-irf* -riu ran- rtf b*fib§|j» 
Tcfitli-P-A* 1 (l'Mjaf/ r Fxiitti* J* 
.J rf/ iO Sl“* 

Scife, >4 [itj*) I* 179 


& 


Ttf£ OFFICIAL FESTIVALS OF OSIEIS -eo*'« 


^ lW a * w the coco-nuts anil tlx brands Sn the 

dircelton of the spirit-Sand, leaving the t{ J *•£ 

Jidf wajr thither, while they themselves return to the 

4 , ore of the Trobriand Ms. to tlx east 

£T^l*i Q f Xew Guinea, the spirits of *he ancestors tL *_ 

* T , it *g Z^LT' £££•_ 

'.pllTLcc to Sfe T .v toto? tog :*£*; 

spread out on platforms* ami t™ at fc "^ . , 

to .pito On . town 

W *11 «- to.* £•£ gr^SSSyUr U-mi 

tpW hO 0 r the spirits 10 the spin* land The be* > ^ ; inr 

■in .w celebrate a great festival in honour o * ?,i 

■itoOftto ™ W T „ L, one or more years after the death 

StoOy-ta intervals, it may be one or nure j lfte ^ 

tj Uojn«i. f a patitcular person. All who have dik , 

fe.„ V™ bald, to t>»™ no' y« to? *V »» 

a celebration, arc mltwmbr.Tcd at tbu tln« . 
number of person, commemorated may be gre. . I 
ir many years have eUped since the last t^mnxmofl d*g 
service. The preparations last many week *.J _ 
drink and all other necastuntt arc in . P f ^ to 

the whole itefeW»wrbnod for miles round « WVited ® 
attend On the eve of the feast tlx women bamboo 
splints and fahh. out of them little mo** o -m 
useful artkles. and .hoc models are hung over the g^ - 
for ,hc use of the .lead in the other world If the * 

"Si in hravra. «f . tob to to* "™**?£* 

his behoof will take the form of a bamboo gun* *'" > 

, wai-cap. and so on ; if it U a woman who 

atcdjittk model" of a loom, , Mb***- a 

and such like things will he provided for her sp 

if it is a child for whom tlx ntt Is ^rf inncd. ^ 

variOM kind* will be made t.ady for «he chmb** 

Finally, to stay the appetite °f ghosts 'vht may 

sharp s* to wait for the formal banquet £n the house. 

s*= tSLrsr* 
* LLtL 1 t&ri1 ^ 3JTp 
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a supply of victuals is very coiKfderWtely placed on Wide 
the house on which the hungry spirits may fall to without 
delay The dead arrive in a l»J4t frutu the oilier world ; 
for living Dyaks generally trawl by river, from which it 
necei'-arily fill Iowa that Dyak ghosts du an likewise- The 
ship ill ivlifclt the ghostly visitors voyage to the land of the 
living in not much to look at. being in appearance nothing 
luit a liny boat made out of a bam bon which baa born used 
to o.K)k fie-:. Even this Is not set floating on the river 
hut is simply thrown away under the house. Vet Ihrmigli 
the incantation,' ultcied by the professional waiting-tit man 
the lurk is wafted away to the spirit world and is ! here 
converted into a large war-canq*. Gladly ill* ghosts 
sirifaark swil ■vjiJI awtiy ii$ »is the e'ltjiiI uieii mons conics. 

It ahvuya comes m the evening, for it it then that the waiter 
begin* to croon her mournful ditties ; but the way is ho long 
that the spirits do no! arrive iti the house till the day is 
breaking. To refresh than after their weary journey a 
bamboo full of rice-spirit awaits them ; and this they par¬ 
take of by deputy, for a brave old man, who sines not lr„ir 
the far? of ghosts, quaffs the beverage in their see ltd amid 
the joyful shouts of the spectators. On the morning after 
the (ea>t the living pay the Iasi offices of respect to the 
stead. Monuments made of irotiwood, the little bamboo 
articles, and food of all kinds arc si upon the graves. 

In L*mn(deration of these gift-i the ghosts now relinquish 
all claims or their surviving relmfyef, and henceforth cam 
their *iwu living by the sweat of their brow’. Hetere they 
take tlidr final departure they come to cat and drmk in the 
house For tile last time.* 

Thus the Dyuk festival of the dead «* not an annual amusI 
welcome accorded to all the soute cl ince*tnM; it is a m* <iwi 
propitiatory ceremony designed to secure once for alt the 
eternal welfare of the icceutly departed, nr at least to prv- 
vent thetr ghouls from reluming to infest and importune 
the living. The same U perhaps the intern ion of the " -mil 
departure* - {K*tki A'*tAam) festival which the Tangkul 
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Nagu of Manipur, in Assam, odebraie even- year ul>out 

tlie^eml of January, At this great f»*t the JeaiJ i,rc 
represented by living men. chostn on ibc gn-*unJ of ttirir 
likeness to the departed who are decked with ornament-, 
and treated ns if they were in truth tin deeeiurd per-am 
mine to life again. In that character they dunce together 
in the large open space of the village, they are fed by thr 
female relation*, and they go from hou*e to holt-, receiving 
presents of doth. The festival lusts ten day*, but the great 
day in the ninth. Huge torches of pitwvrootl are nude 
ready to be used that evening when darkness ha* fallen. 
The lime of departure of the dent! is nt hand. Their livinu 
representatives are trcftel to a last tnsil in the house*, 
and they distribute farewell presents to the ■mmiwing kin*. 
folk, who have come to hid them g.--d-bye. When the ran 
juts *ct, a pnxcH^nn Is fnriticd. At the heart «>i it march 
men holding iloft the flaring, sputtering torches. Then 
follow the dden armed and in martial array, ami behind 
them stalk the representatives of the dead, with tin* relation* 
of the departed crowding and trooping about them Slowly 
and mournfully the cud procession moves, with thud lamenla- 
tlrjiis, through the darkness to a spot at tile north end of 
the village which i* overshadowed by t* {treat Ire- - : 1 he 

liyht of the torches is to guide the souls of the dr id to ibetf 
place of rest; the warlike array of thr elder* >-• to guard 
them from the perils and dangers of the way. At the 
village boundary the procession stops and the torch-bearer* 
throw- down their torches. At the same moment the spirit* 
of the dead are believed to puss into the dying flombmux 
.mil in that guise to depart to the far country. Then i* 
therefore no further need for their living rtpretenutive* 
who are accordingly stripped of all their finery on she -p«f- 
When lhe people return home, each family h cnrefill to 
light a pine torch atnl ret it burning on a stone in the 1 in use 
Just inside the front door; this they do as a precaution 
to prevent their own souls from following thr spirits of the 
dead to the other world The expense of ihuE despatching 
the de.»d to their long home Is very great; when the bead 
ill a family dies, debt* may be incurred and rice-fields 
and houses sold to defray the cost of carriage. Tim* 
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lilt living impoverish themselves In ordct to enrich the 
dead 4 

The Ortons or Uraon* of Bengal feast their dead every 
year cm a day in January* This ceremony h called the 
Great Marriage, because by il the bones of the deceased 
aic believed to be mysteriously reunited to each other. 11m 
Ofhomi treat the bones of the dead differently according to 
tile dates of their death in the agricultural year. The bones 
of those who died before the seeds have sprouted Its the 
fields are burnt, and she few charred bones which have not 
been reduced to ushc$ are gathered in an earthen pob 
Whh the bones In She jiot are placed olferingft of rke f 
native gin, and money, and then 1 they carry the urtt to 
the river, where the bone* of their forefathers repose. But 
the bourn M f all who die after the seed* have spuing up 
and tnd'onr the cud of iiuve*! may not br taken to Use 
river. Realise the people believe ihut were dial to bo done 
the erups would suffer, ThfcJe bones are therefore put 
away in a pot tinder j vton! near the house till the harvest 
is over. Then on the appointed day id jtunuuy dicy are 
all collected. A banquet is given in honour of the dead, and 
the is both men and women form 4 procession to accompany 
the b-ne* to their last rejiling-place In the sands o! the river 
I hit first the felled of mortality 3 nr carried from Ihjucc lo 
hnu.ve in the village, ami each family pours rice and gin Into 
Unr urn which contain* the bones 1 -f itw dead. Then the pro* 
Cession sets out for the river, nun and women tUnring, 
singing, beating drums, and weeping* while the earthen pots 
containing the: hones are passed from hand to hand and 
dance with the jigging steps of the daiiO :* When they 
are yet tofvfce way from the spot, the bearers of itoc urns run 
forward arid bury them in the sand of the river. Win n the 
rest come up, they alt bathe and the Great Marriage Is over/ 
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In the Bihitp#e dUtrict of the Cmtrtf Frtwfoccs, India, 
H I be festival known a* the Fortnight of the Manfcs—-Pifr 
/ 4 f*_occur* atom September. It b betfoved that durtifg 
this fori'dght It t* the practice Of alt the departed to come 
:, ; '.. I thdf relatives. 3 he homci are therefore cic>uicd, 
anti the spites In from of the houjte are plastered and painted 
m order L» be pleasing to tliosc who an? expected. It is 
believed that the departed will return on the vary date on 
which they went away, A father who left cm ihc fourth, 
b: it thr fourth 01 the dark half -t she light half “f the 
tnoon, will return to visit his family On the fourth ■ f the 
Fortnight of the Mjtic*. On that day cakes are prepared, 
,md with certain ceremony ihcae are offered 10 the unseen 
hovering spirit Their implicit belief is that the spirit will 
parnkc of the essence of the food, and that which icruuma— 
the material portion—may be eaten by members of the 
family. The souls of women, it is said, will all come on the 
ninth of the fortnight On the thirteenth come tho*c who 
hiive met with a violent death and who lost their live* by 11 
fall, hy snake-bite, or any other unusual caust During the 
Fortnight of the Manes a woman is not supposed to put un 
new bangles ahd 3 man is not permitted to shave. In 
short, llii* U a reason of «ad remembrances* an annual 
festival for the departed " 1 

The NghiUs T a Karat tribe of Burma, hold an annual 
foa-i for the dead at the new moan which falh near the end 
oj August or the beginning Of September Alt the villagers 
who Imve lost relative* within the kit three yeurs hike part 
m it Food an d drink are set out on tables for the ghffiM* 
and new- clotiie- for them arc hung up ill the kknil All 
being ready; the people beat gon^s and begin to weep 
i\4.ch one caH* uunn the relation whom be ha* lost io curnc 
and cat. When the dead are thought to have arrived, the 
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living adrfe™ : hem, raying, 11 You have come- to me, you 
have returned to me. It ha* been raining hurd, and you 
rnurt U" wet. Dress yomsclve*, elothe yourselves with these 

new garments, and all the companions tha! are with ymu 
Eat betel together with all that accompany you, all yuur 
friends and associates, and the long dead Call them all to 
’tat and drink. 1 ' The ghosts having linishcd their repast, 
the people dry their teats and sit down to cat what is IcfL 
Mere food h Eh ’n prepared ;and put int-* a basket, and at 
cock-crow ne^t morning the Contents of the basket are 
t h to wn out nf the house* while the living «re|n and call 
upon their dead as before. 1 The Hkamlcs, a hill tribe of 
North African, hold an important festival nef) T year in 
honour of departed spirits 11 falls after harvest and h 
called “the opening of ih< house of flu- dead" When a 
person dir i rid has been bnrtit p the Ashes are coheCKil and 
placed in a small house In the forest together with his spear 
or gun f which has fir*t bran broken, These little hut* are 
generally ,-nrrangcd in jjreiip* neai a village. and are some- 
times large enough to be mistaken for une, Alter harvest 
All the relations of the deceased cook inflate hind* of food 
Arid take them with pots of liquor distilled from rice to the 
village of the dead- There they open the doors of the 
houses, and having placed the food and drink irinidc they 
•:hut them again. After that they weep, tit, drink, and 
return home, 1 

The great festival of the dead in Cambodia takes place Amiai 
on the l&it tlay of the month Pimrnbot (Sept cm bef-Oct obet . 
but ever since the moon began to wane everybody lias been c*mhog*, 
busy preparing for it. In every h trnse cak« and sweet- 
mcam are ^ct out, candles bOtn i Incense sticks smoke, and 
the whole i.v offered so the ancestral shades with an Invoca¬ 
tion which is thrice repeated : - 0 nil you our ancestor who 
are departed, deign to come and eat what we have prepared 
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for you, and To hlifa* your port* fit y and make Et hippy* 
Pjft«n day* afterwards many UtUe ix>ats arc made of bark 
and filled with rioe, cakes, amnl! eolnft, smoking Incense 
sticks, Atid lighted candle*. At evening these are set floal- 
in- on the river, and the souls of the dead embark In them 
to return to thrir own place. Tte living now bid them 
farewell* ^Go to the bitdi" they say, *go to the fields 
you in habit, to the mountains under the stone- which arc 
your abode* Go a way f return 1 In due time your sons 
.ini your grandsons will think of ytrtL 1 hen you will 
rnttim, you will return, ytm wE|] return/' The river h now 
covered with twinkling points of fiir Rut the current soon 
bears them away, and fci they vanish One by one in the 
darkness the stittl* depart with them to the far country 1 
In TpnqtiPn, as tn Sumhn, the dead rcvkil their kinsfolk 
iimiI their old homes at the Sew Year, From the hour of 
midnight, when she New Year begin*, no njw date* ttj shut 
the dik>r of Yii-s house fur fear of excluding the gho*i% who 
begin to arrive at that lime, Freparalfons have been made 
to welcome and refresh them after their lung journey. Bed* 
and mats are ready fur their weary bodies to repo^ upon, 
water to wash thdr dusty feet, slippers to comfort thcrH|WttI 
canes to support their feeble steps. Omtlc* burn on the 
domestic attar, and pastille*! diffuse a fragrant odour, l he 
jjeopic bow before the unseen visitor* and be* etch them to 
remember and bless their descendant** in the coming year. 
Having discharged thU pious duty they abstain from sweep¬ 
ing the houses for three days lost the dust should bream* 
mode the ghosts* 

fn Annum one of the most important festivals of the 
year is I he festival of Tec, which falls on the first three days 
of the New Year, it is devoid to the worship of ancestors, 
Everybody, even the poorest, must provide a good meal for 
the souls of his dead at this lime and must himself eat and 
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drink heartily. Some famflies, in order to discharge til 
pious duty, mo into debt for the whole year, in the bouses 
everything & pul iti order,, washed> and scoured for the 
reception or the dear and dtitinguislied guests A tall 
bamboo pole fo set up in the from of every house and allowed 
to stand iliere for seven days, A small basket containing 
jfcea, betel, and leave* of gik paper ifl fastened to the pole. 
The erection of the pole h a sacred rite which no family 
uniit* to perform, though why they do so few people can 
my. Some* however, allege that the pmts are intended to 
.■uicLe the andc^trsl spirits to their old home*. The cere¬ 
mony of the r^ceptiod ol she sharfc> taken place at night- 
i ill on the Last day of the year. * The house of the head 
ui the family is LLicn decked with Bower*, and in the room 
which serve a* * domestic , isnpul the altar of the ancestor* 
h surrounded with flowers* among which the loins, the 
emblem of immortality. Is most coti*piaJCiL:s_ On a tabic 
an? red candle*, jjcrfmnea, incense, sandal-wood, and 
plate- full of bitiana*. mange*, and other fruits. The 
i dal ion* crouch before the altar, and kneeling at the foot 
of it the head of the bottle Invokes the name of the family 
which he RproumK Then U» Sole mu tones he twites oi* 
Incantation, mentioning the names of bis moat Illustrious 
ancestor* and marking time with the stroke* of a Imrutner 
upon 4 gong, white crackers are exploded utmuie the 
room. After ill id, he implore? the ancestral shades to 
protect their descendant* and in vile* them to a repast, 
which is spread fur them cm a table. Hound this tahk 1m 
walk.% serving the in viable- guests with hU own Itands. He 
dkiributri to ih-m ufiokhrg bills of rice in little china 
saucers, and flours tea or spirit! into each litlte cup. white 
he murmurs word,* of invitation and compliment When 
the ghtab have eaten and drunk their fill, the head of the 
family returns to the altar and salutes them for the last 
time^ Finally, he takes leave* of yellow paper; covered 
with gold nod silver spangles* and throws them into a 
bruyief placed at the foot of the ancestral tablets Hi^ 
paper? represent imaginary bars of gold and silver which 
the living send to the dead. Cardboard models of houses 
furniture, jewels, eloshes* of vvejyihitqff in short that ihe 
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ghosts can need in the other world dcspatched in 

them in like ttumaer In Hit flame*. Then the family sit* 
down to table and feast* on the reimiins of the ghostly 
banquet. 1 

But In Anna in it is not merely tile spirit! of ancestors 
who are thus feasted and supplied with all the necessaries of 
life The poor ghosts of those who died without leaving 
descendants or whose bodies were left unburied are not 
forgotten by the pious Annatnile* Hot ihese spirits come 
round at u different time of year from the others- The 
seven!h month of the year is set apart for expiatory *acri- 
fiec* destined to benefit these unhappy beings, and that 
is why in A imam nobody should marry or be betrothed in 
that month, Tile peal day of lhe month Is ihe fifteenth. 
which Is called the Festival uf the So ids. On that day the 
ghosts In question are set free by the lord of ihe underworld, 
and they come prowling about among the living. They 
art exceedingly dangerous especially lo children. Hence in 
order to appease their wrath and prevent them from entering 
thr houses every butaity takes care to put out offerings for 
i hem in the street Before every house on thai night you 
may sec cam) ted lighted, paper garment* of many colours, 
paper hal^ paper boots, paper furniture, ingots of gold and 
silver paper, all hanging in templing array from a string, 
while plates of food ami cups of tea atid rice-spirit stand 
ready for the use of hungry and thirsty souls, The theory 
is that the ghosts will be so busy consuming the victuals 
appropriating the deceitful riches, and trying on the paper 
coats, hats, and foootj that they will have neither the leisure 
nor the inclination to intrude upon the domestic circle 
ind*x>rs- At seven o^ct-nck in the evening fire h put !o the 
offerings, and Ihe paper wardrobe, furniture, and money soon 
vanish crackling in the flames. At the same moment, 
peeping in at a door or window, you may see the domestic 
ancestral aJlur britthHtfy lllurnttialed. Ai for the food, it U 
supposed, to be thrown on the fire of on the ground for the 
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nl ihr gho*t\ but pi jctic&Uy it is eaten by vagabonds tml 
beggary who turtle for the booty 1 

lit » ndiisichma “!•*. -mortal f^rits arc stmilmly pro- Amimi 
pi Hji ted Umi fed on the fir-t day of llie Nen Year. The 
tablet! which represent them arc placed on the domestic 
altar, and the family prostrate ihepwlvea before these 
emblems of the departed. The Jiead of the family light* 

•tick* of lucerne on Ihe altar and prays the shades of his 
fore fa; hen to accept the offerings and be favourable to their 
descendants With great gravity he waits upon the ghosts, 
jwwino itiilei. of food before the austral tablets and j>our- 
ing out wine and tea to alaket the thirst of the spirfK When 
die dead are tttppOKd to be satisfied with the shadowy 
emnee of the food, the living partake of it* gras* nmtefiri 
futriisnee,* In Siam ami Japan aho the ^nlst of the dead 
rrvisit ihclf famitfes for three dap in every year, and the 
Limp* which the Japanese kindle in multitude* on that 
occasion tn tight the spirits on their way have procured 
for the festival the name of the Feast of Lanterns* 

It is to be observed that in Siam, as in Fonqufn and 
Sumba. the return of the glmsta takes place Ht the New 
Year* 

The Ciiewsuni of the Caucus bclfcsve that the *ouli of ^ 

tiie departed revisit 'heir old homt-* on the Saturday night < -... ,= 
of the second week in Lent ThU gathering of the dead *>-*■£* 
is called the "A^-mbly of Sauk " The pwplc spare no ^ 
expense treat the unseen guests- handsomely, Beer is AfflWKUU "“ 
brewed amf (curves of various shapes baked specially for the 
ncCiLSian,* The Armen runs Celebrate the memory tile 
dead on many days of (he year, burning inccn-w and 
lighting taper* in their honour. One of thrif aistom* i* to 
keep a n light of the dead 11 burning all night in the homit 
in order that the ghosts may lie able to enter, ho* if the 
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*piriU find the homr dark* they sph ibwu the chimney and 
depart, cubing the tburlifilv inmate*. 1 

Marly in ApHl every yea/ iht PakonVAft* of Wr it Africa 
11 set * tiubki mi they term it, and invite &krid* to cat with 
the deceased relative*, whone dplflts are aiijvppsed to move 
rownd and partake of the good thirty of ibis life. fevrn my 
interpreter, MadHvl Lemon, who pretends 10 despise thr 
belief in fetish. sc l* -i ubk io his anct^toj* p and will tdl ymt 
that his grand- or great-grand father, Corporal L<-moii 4 make* 
a meal on thu occasion which will Iasi him till the next 
annual The Barca ant) a|*p«rettily the Kunam^ turn 

heathen tribe* who lead a titled agricultural life to the 
north of Abyasritua, celebrate every year a festival in the 
month of November, It lx ;« festival of thanksgiving fat the 
completion of the harvest^ and at the ^mc time a Qinv 
m emulation and prop it La lion nf [be dead* Every hou*e 
prepares much beer for the occasion, and 9 small f^ot of 
beer 15 set out far each deceased membc' of 'hr household. 
After standing for two ihtys io the house the beer which 
was devoted to tilt dead is drunk by the living. At the*e 
festivals all the people of a district meet in a special place, 
mod there p;^s the time in game* and dancer Among the 
Hiirca the festive gatherings are held Fn a sacred grovc- 
We sire :->Ed livat "ho whn owes another n drubbing on this 
day can pay his debt wirh impunity ; far it 1 * :i day of 
peace when all feuds arc in abeyance*" Wild honey may 
not be gathered till the festival has been held 1 Apparently 
the festival is a sort of Saturnalia such ms is cdclimied 
chew here at the end of harvest 1 At that season there is 
food and to spare for tlic dead as well its the living. 
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Among peoples of the Aryan stoc k ¥ so fat back as we Anum* 
can ! race their history, the worship anti propitiation of thr ^ 
dear I -cem to have formed a principal djcmcntof the popular ^ 

religion ; k and like so many other races they appear to have 
believed that once a year the wilts of their departed kinsfolk iBuct 
revisited their old homed and expected to be refreshed with 
abundance of good dicer by llicir sumviug relations This 
bclfcf ^aw rise to the custom of cekbrniing an annual Feast 
uf Ail Son Is, which has come down to us from a dateless 
antiquity and U still ob^rved year by year* with lites of 
prim stive simplicity, in some parts of Europe. Such a tautuiff 
festival was held every year In spring by the old Iranians 
The celebration felt at tlie end of tlic year and tasted ten 
day's, namely ihe last five days of the last month and the five 
Co]lowing nipplementaiy duyi^ which were regularly in idled 
tu make up a year of three hundred and sixty-five days; for 
the old Eranfan. like the old Egyptian, year was & vague year 
of twelve months ■ if thirty days each, with five supplement ary 
day. added us the end for the stke of bringing it into 
appifent, though not mil, harmony with the aim's annual 
course in the sky. According to une calculation the ten 
ilay^ of tiie festival rarr«pohiM to the last dnys of 
February, but according Lo atiolhcr they fell In March ■ in 
Jatr f a|itjp the Parser assigned them to the tunc of the 
spring eqjjfnoif. The name of the festival was llamas 
pathmaedaya- 1 From a passage hi the Zfnd-Avi^h *he 


i Oh wutihlp of rttad* find 

fsprasJlj uf *n«HEPn, nnnvtg \rj*n 
pwniiic"» L w. csiIbui{ f r*™ 

IfriArmag- Art rttfrjUT (if 
wtfiH IWrt-C AifcEMCMlim, IW)|0. 

iiw* 

«j« ji ■ i X'.v-tf * B-itrwi 1 : ■ :■ • l -« ^ ■ 

m.ill, ^ip. ji </-1 j.v. "A^ii 
Kek^nnrm Dr, ), />.;r^ 

j^W/j AV/ij^iw -<W j^/JeTI, iu 

(CilAtilttfK IA W- 

l Ai lo the IrtPiun e*WW 
tV. Cmgri. Aa/lmr im 

Atorlvm pffc JM 

| ii IG tbf Entfte nurtlwp of Ifce 
i^r.ff4 *Lhm! (thi W* ^ 

n > jljtj i.;v- Ai trt ihrr ^nnuiS fcolrtl 
isf Ikr de-4 {Htm ipilutMrckr*> w 
W. Cxiu>;]. «wwr**™?v W 


tfiiifttt <f:r iwd* ‘/TrwJxtx-krm *>•'•** 
[A5i-*L^Llte, tiw, pp- U4 ^ r N- 
SodiftituftT, 

ftg9k PP- ■* W- * M«llw # 

ijr/f iw JK 

iftij ip .Tf^, Ihr^ iirirni iLgTrtr 

that lhe Ffinikb fif lbe 
mite misiHiUi the ►Mill jiI eJw dad, 
Se-: iiisi-. Jjiniiei DirB^ele, 

Aw--:*, i in ii. (rur.nl, ^ 173 1 

“Tiit Fltntfil i* lb« i 1 "’* 1 m 

crtT)-1 ib*l Mkitiin* U «pd innJteJ 
ii p0M *4ld WlWlJJ, Ike 

y rr . TT.i 1 n ^ tact* (hn u.m£ aj liit /VrnU 
or ikt llbdut or th# MMt <4 iht 
Lntilai T ihll h t« t«* <h« 
tml d-^.e.S WTuU fit str* Utwt; i-m in 

i; : jyne of iitne Irti-} tfikn*'! % wMSer 

i!i nMl"- ±J..L mat «Jj «.fn, IhlI 


6& 


Aww) 
Mvpi d 
ifct 

4 EFP*i|j; Silil 
C‘iTP!-h4«, 


r//£ OFFICIAL FESTIVALS OF OSlktS •«'*«» 

ancient sacral book nf the Iraiii.itt;, we learn that on the 
ten nights of the festival the souls <>f the dead the ('ravashis] 
were believed in go about the village asking the petite to 
do them reverence, to pray U> them, to meditate on them, 
,imi to furnish them with meal and clothes. while at the 
same time they promised that blessings should rest on the 
pious liouvJioltkr who compiled with their request.^ The 
.Arab geographer Albirunl, who flourished about the year 
one thousand of our era, fell* os that among the Persians of 
lib time the last fiw days of the month Abati were called 
Farwaniajan, ” During this time." he says, " people put 
food in live hall* of the dead ami drink on the roofs of die 
houses, believing that the spirits of their dead during these 
day- come out from the plates of theft reward or their 
punishment, that they go to 'be dishes kifd out for them, 
imbibe their strength and suclt ihcir foslt They fumigate 
their houses with juniper, that 'be dead may enjoy its smell 
The spirit* of thr pious men dwell among their families, 
children, and re 1st ions, and occupy i lieu i selves with their 
affair-* although invisible to iheiu" He add* thru there 
was a cofitfovftsy among the Persian * a* l« the dale of this 
festival of the dead, scirnc tmuilalniug that the five days 
during which it lasted were the, last five days of the month 
A ban, whereas other* held (hat they were the five supple 
mcniafy days which Were in.vr.rtcd helwern the months Allan 
and Adhar The dispute, lit continues, was settled by the 
adoption of all ten days for the celebration of the feast. 1 


uui rwr= pStjuintl ULe Un 

iky Jfi-3 ib* Filth, *EG. t Wl rack a 
Fni rtJtfc ." id.I Orm i-d 4 i 

jtfntu ft?7|s PF W * 
N Sddrri-.lOM^ /,lt <V# /'HiHrf ifn/rA 
£j JUWAfm li'ijL*. 10Ot), |Ffi. r JW- 
A diflkrcTil uie* M Tfctf! ciri^lUl iwiure 
nJ the ^jAvuhk *4f fikra by C. 1^ 
TifSpi f& whfHB wtrr 

r* uSliilt i.'.'.i di j- 1-1 n ifnrih, C* P + 
Gttt&tf&fr ■■*■“■ r ftf/ijrcr * tst Atr¬ 
ill m [ijOtJlA, ii. 

I /‘if 11.tojLn by 

JlCfi^ DurfficH-ttfT, I‘if I li (O^irrS, 

lilj] W- -E-^lW fmkl L ;/ tk* 

£&*J n rnl. icrLL|L 

* AlMronl, Tk* CPiVM/jgp */ 


Aft:!fni A'ffJVi’iw, LnmlkM tn 1 T*Eirrt| 

tiy Dr. C Kd w-^xxS hath** 
ifr^h J- SICl Eel lEjc tri t a 

VikUit iiSiJcH 

bc£D Ifi I fi r £WM lull (rf i hf 1 

fctilUh LffkliUif X. |1 r ibe fcistwnl 11 
ftpokcB nf II *Thfw tCfl sUyi -mivkh 
in ihc CdJ aiT Ibi ^In^T unit HrflUIIIJ- 
ifinii fit Shir^Eu^ burc lln firti Ltaihic 
iSrtvi.atB^K Ci« m. -,rc #01 tinf pjrrpc?*% lb 
By- ibf dpt i ;<a3ii'j diT* w iU wwhws 
Ml Hi i hip A « »|»fi suLiini 

*1 Ujit VDiJ of' ibr (ifftlii cni iu lIi tb 
gtimfrJnrtf the j«t n{ dan Sta 
rtJfj'JifjJul-JrH hiy W, Wi-ri, 
IVfl liif. ^ Offnrd. |h 

iUiJt ^ fAe £itzf t m|, aa^TiiX 



nr*r. nr 


FEASTS 01 ALL SOULS 


*9 


Similar beliefs u* fo the annual return of the dead rtif- Te**<J 
vivc 10 shift day in many part* of Europe and find expre^ion j* 11 *™ 1 * 
in dfmllat custom*. The day of the dead or of AH Softly llfllilES’ 
as we call l| F Is commonly the second of November. Thus g|J^ 
in Lower Brittany She souU of the departed enme to visit 
the living on the eve of that day. After vespej* are 
the priests and choir walk In procession, "the procession of 
the charfScWlomK," chanting a weird dirge in ihe Breton 
tongue. Then the people go home, gather round the fin^ 
and talk of the departed. The hoUsswifi? covert the kitchen 
tiibk with a white doth, %vl 5 out cider, curds, and hot pan* 
cikes on It, and retina with the family to rest The fire on 
the hcanh fa kept tip by a huge log known as m the Jog of 
the dead 11 {Xv/ arm Arnttm). Soon doleful voices outside In 
the darjuust break the of night. It h the 11 singer* 

oi death" who go about The '■trret^ wakbg the sleepers by 
a wild and melancholy song, in which they remind the 
living in their comfortable beds to pray for the poor gouts 
in jtJtin. All that njght the dead warm themsdvejs at the 
heart!i and feast on the viands prepared for them. Some¬ 
times the awestruck listener* hear the stools creaking fo 
the kitchen, or the dead leave* outside rustling under the 
gluxitly footsteps . 1 In the Vosges Mountains On All Souk 1 
h.v^ iht voEcitm aound of the church bdln Invite good 
Uirbtiam to pray for the repose of the dead. White the 
Mbi rtfr ringing, it is customary fn some lamilies to uncover 
riie beds and open the windows, doubtless in order to let the 
poor ^il]|s enter and rest* No one that evening would dare 
Uk remain deaf to the appeal of the bells* Tlie prayer* are 
prolonged to a hie hour of lhe night When the last Dt 
fifqfitmtiJ has been uttered, the bead of the family gently 
cover* up the beds* sprinkles them with holy water, and 
vim* the windows. In some villages fim h kept tip on the 
hearth and a basket of null Is placed beside jt for the use 
a f the ghosts . 3 Again* in some parts of Saintonge and 
Attni a Candlemas candle used to be tit before the domestic 
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crucifix on All Souls* Day at the very hour when the last 
me tuber of the family departed this life ; ami some people, 
just as in Tonquin, refrained worn aw wplng the fiounc that 
day {cat they should thereby disturb the ghosiEy visitors/ 

In Bruges Bimutt, nnd other towns of Belgium holy 
candEes burn all night in the bouses on the Eve of All 
Sou la, nnd the belts toll ill! midnight, or even till mam in g- 
Fcople. too, often set lighted candles an the graven At 
SchtfpettilftiMl the houses are illuminated, and the people 
walk in procession carrying lighted cn miles in their hands. 
A very common custom in Belgium is to eat 11 soul-cakes* 
or “ soul -bread * oji the eve or the day of All Scuta, The 
eating of them is believed to benefit the dead in some way* 
Perhaps originally, as among the Esquimaux of Alaska tu 
tills day/ the ghosts were thought to enter into the bodies 
of their relatives and so to share Use victuals which the 
aunrivors consumed. Similarly at festivals in honour of tine 
dead in Northern India it is emWom.iry 1o feed Brahman*, 
and the food which these holy men partake of is believed 
to pasa to the deceased and to refresh Hack languid spirits 1 
The same idea of eating and drhiking by proxy may perhaps 
partly explain many other funeral feasts. Be that it m*y 7 
at Dixmudc and el:cwhere in Belgium they sav that you 
deliver a soul from PuigaUny for ever}- cake you cat, At 
Antwerp they give a local colour to the aoul-cakri by baking 
them with plenty of saffron, the deep yellow tinge being mg- 
gesti ve of the hames of Purgatory. People In Antwerp at 
the sun season are careful not to dam doors or windows 
for fear of hurting the ghosts* 

In Lech rain, a district of Southern Bavaria which 
extends along the valley of the Lech from its touroe to 
new the point where the river flows into the Danube, 1 he 
two festival:! of All Saints -md All Sonin, on the first 
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and second of November, have significantly fused j t t popular 
usage into a single festival of thr dead, Jn fan, the 
f>cople pay little or no liecd to tlie saints ant] give all 
their thoughts to the souls of their departed kinsfolk! The 
i east of All Souls begins immediately after vespers on Ai] 

Saints’ Day, Even on the eve of AU Saint*’ Day, that 
is, on the thirty-first of Oclober, which we call Hallowe'en, 
the graveyard is cleaned and every grave adorned. The 
decoration consists in weeding the mounds, sprinkling a layer 
of charcoal on the bare earth, and marking out patterns on it 
red service-berries. The marigold, too. Is still in bloom 
n! that season in cottage gardens, and garland* of its orange 
blooms, mingled with other late Sowers left by the departing 
summer, are twined about tlie grey tnossgrown tombs!ones. 

The basin of holy water is filled with fresh water and a branch 
of box-wood put into it j for Isis-uoutl in the popular mind 
is associated with death and the dead. On the eve of All 
Souls’ Day the people begin to visit tlw graves and to offer 
the sou I-cakes to the hungry- souls. Next morning, before 
eight o'clock, commence tlir vigil, the requiem, and the 
solemn visitation of the graves. On that day every bouse 
hold offers si plate of meal, oats, and spelt on a side-altar in 
the church; while in the middle of the sacred edifice a bier 
is set, covered with n pall, and surrounded by lighted tapers 
and ve&seis of holy water. Jl:c tapers burnt on that day and 
indeed generally in services for the departed ate red. In the 
evening people go, whenever they can do so, to their native 
village, where their dear ones lie in the churchyard ; and 
there at the graves they pray for the poor souls, and leave 
“> ^Bering of soul-cakt' abo on a side-altar in the church. 

Die soul-cakes are baked of d<>egii in the ■shape of a coil of 
hair and arc marie of all sires up to three feet long. They 
form a perquisite *f the sexton. 1 

The custom of baking soul-cake*.sometime* called simply 
" M>uls.”on All Souls' Day is widespread in Southern Germany 
and Austria; 1 everywhere, we may assume, the cakes were ■Lvnio-i'n 
originally intended for the benefit of the hungry dead, though 
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they are often e-ii‘*n by the living In the I piper Palatinate 
people Utiow food into the fin on AU Souls’ Day for the 
pwr souh, j?t lijifitu <m the t.iblc for them, anil posy on 
bended knee? for their repos* On the graves, too, lights 
4re Untiled, vet-ih of holy water placed. and fool deposited 
for the refreshment of the tools. All over the Upper 
Palatinate on All SoulV Day it is b1hu euilcrury to bake 
special cake* of fine bread and dUtribuir them to the poor. 1 
who cat them perhaps, as the depulies of the dead. 

The Germans of Bohemia All Souls' Day with 

much solemnity, Dach family celebrates thr memory of its 
dead On the eve of the day it b customary to eat cake* and 
to drink cold milk for the purpose of cooling the poor souls 
who are fowling In purgatory p from which it appears that 
spirits feel the nothing effect of victuals consumed vreui- 
t j udy by their friends on earth The ringing or the church 
bdla to prayer on that evening fit believed to be the signal 
at which ihr ghost', released from the infernal gaol, come 
trooping to the old familiar fitt-iidc, there to rest from their 
pangs for a single night. So in many pin era people fij) a 
lump with butler, light it, and set it on the hearth, that with 
the butter the poor ghosts may anoint the barns they have 
received from the sulphureous iind tormenting dames of 
purgatory. St xi morning the chime of the church bells, 
ringing to early m iss, 1-. the knell that bids the soldi return 
their place of pain r but such as have completed tbe.ir 
|>c nance take flight to heaven. So on the eve of All Saints' 
Day each tarnily gathers in the parlour or tIK kitchen, speaks 
wftly t>f those they have lost, recalls what they said and did 
m life, and pray* for the repose of tbeir aauls. While the 
prayer is being s-aid, the children kindle little was lights 
which have been specially bought for the purpose that day, 
Xf!\t morning the families go to church, where mass I* 
celebrated for the dead ; then they wend Lhcir way to the 


(slUaI "wvnJi "j in $nta „ t, 
Mrirr, llrmtt.it, St#*. Sittm Mttd 
Cihriigtlr ml Xfkmdem |H4qtl0tn t 
^ 5 .J + | 174 J AjUftn Jhrlin^ci, 

rrfhthtmNeim ««j &l4«^pi f*rt4- 

brtitf m, ftrri<4u, !M*j IMu-Jb N 1 6 ? 
tf. Tirf akrt mi< lAked oi wliiu 


nu4 in or < Jontti4l f^tudnd 
^3* IV4 fvt-.iU EiH at mh 

end. 

_ 1 Acblhcit KjelTi t,, ,P 

ii. ikiiirreloh* ^j-i. 4 * 

■*-p tiling F. SdrfiowuiL Xmi 

Ohr//*\ L 





IV 


FEASTS OF A IE 


73 


churchyard, where they deck the emret of their kiitifom with 
flowers and wreathe and set little lights upon therm Thta 
custom of illumining the graven and decking them wish 
flower* <m the Eve or liny rjf Alt Souh lit common ail over 
Bohemia ; It is observed in Prague as well as in the ccmntry, 
by Credit as well as by Germans hi some Czech villages 
four-cornered cakes of a special ion* baked of white wbeaitrn 
meal wrjlh milk nrq enteri on All Souls Davor given to 
^BE*™ ^ lE they may pray for the dead, 1 Among the 
German* of Western Bohemia poor children go from house 
to Huu^e on Alt Souls' liny 4 begging for iMJdt-cafecH, and 
when they receive them they pray God to bless all poor 
•poll, In the rsouthem districts every farmer used to grind 
4 great quantity of com against the day And to bake it 
into five or six hundred little black soul-cukcs which he 
f^vr away to the poor who came begging for them } 

All Sou hi Day U celebrated with similar rites by i->.nt nf 
the Germans of Moravia. « The festival of tin fare well to 
summer,* s Ays r German writer on tlisfi subject, ’"was held 
by our heathen forefathers in the beginning of November, 
and with the memory af the departed summer they milted 
the memory of the departed loiilii, and tins La*l has survived 

in tin: h rust ot AH ^oiiin, winch in everywhere observed with 
-real piety- On the evening of All Souls the relation* of 
the departed u.wscmble in the churchy aids and jufbfri the 
graves of their denr ones ivltb flowers and lights, while the 
children kindle little wax tapers, which Iulvc been bought fof 
them, to light the "poor *ouis/ According to the popular 
\vdict k the dead go in proec-idoii to Lhe church about mid- 
nigh^and my stout-hearted young man can there 'ceall the 
living men who will die within the 

In the Tyrol ihc bdltk and customs arc similar There, *™ntf 
^ wnMfs-hK -1 that h. lamp* filled with lard or butter air 
lighted and placed on the hearth cm All Souls' Eve in order 
that poor soui>, c ^L|<d from the fires of purgatory, rnay smear 
the melted j^rea** on ihdr bum* mtod so alleviate their pany^ 


1 t). ^TO^ni vne Jtrijuliiftu-riijf' 
ih^ifctuL, fffl*AaUMdtr smt /Vi*r m 

11 *■*'}' w 

1 Aim Jdit,, Situ, Att* mt 
r-i hra-Aw Vffik \«t" 


(Fvagu^ i p, 9? . 

1 WilUUl.1 MUJtar* j^jr./n^r jsrr 
Is't.-htmi* &r £bmftr&** t* Motrin 
it V Lr-fln* ud OimUlP* I5&JJ., ;/ |jfi 


74 THE OFFICIAL FESTI VALS OF QSIF/S tettx lit 

Some peopte also lc,ivc milk unci doijgh-nti(* for Uwm ues 
the uUe a]] night- The also art illnrninalc! with 

m ax candle* and decked with sucli a profu*km of flowers 
tlml you might think it was springtime . 3 In the Italian 
Tyrol it U customary to give bread ur motley to the poor on 
All Souls' Day ; in the Vui di Lcdni children threaten to 
dirty the deem of htattts If tlicy do not gc£ the u^iial dole. 
Some rich people treat the fsoor to bean-aoup on that day. 
Others put pilches hill of water in the kitchen on All Souls , 1 
night that the potir ^.u]-. may -dake ihdr thirst . 1 In Baden 
il U still cpstomaty to deck the graves with flower* and 
light* mi All Sitinis' Day and Alt Soul** Day. The lights 
are ic-meitmta kindled in hollow turnip** m the *ldei of 
whsdi i risen pt Eon & are carved and ihi$$ out in the darkness 
If any child steals a tumipdanicrn or any thing rite frim a 
gravci the indignant gho^t who ha* lieen tabbed append to 
the thief the Mfitc night and reclaim * his stolen property, 
A relic of the otd custom of feeding thr dead survive* in Ehe 
practice of giving uml-cakt^ to godchildren s 
AawiO Tltc Letts Lived to entertain and feed the soul* of the 

JvuvuUj^ dead for four Week* from Micliactina* (September 29 ) to 
“"15* ^ ^ Simon and St. Jude (October aS). They 

calied the reason llVf/iiJntii or SfmiitJra^ and regarded it 
lJJJi ** *° holy that while it lasted they would not willingly 
thresh the corn, alleging that grain threshed at that time 
would Ijc useless for mowing, since the wills of the dc=id 
wonfd net allow it fcer iproi.it Hut wn may suspect thm 
the original motive of the abstinence was a fear lest the 
blows «>f the flails should fall upon the poor ghosts 
iwittttdng in the air. Al this season the people wert wont 
to prepare food of all sens Tor the spirits and set it on the 
ih t nr of a room, which had been well healed and swept for 
the purpose. Lite in the evening the master of tile house 
went into the ox>m, tended the hfc, and culled upon hi* 
dead kinsfolk by their name* to come and cat And drink, 
il he saw the ghosts, he would die within the year ; but if 
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he did not set them he would outlive it Wlitn he thought 
Use ksuIj had eaten and drank enough, he look the stL*ff 
which served as a poker and laying |t on ihc threshold cat 
ft In two with an axe At the same Unit lie bade the spin is, 
go their w*y, charging tliem to keep to the roads and pAilu 
and noi to tread upon the rye. If the crops turned out ill 
next year, die people laid the failure at the door of the 
ghoata, who fancied lb t fusel ves scurvffy Heated wsd had 
taken their revenge by trampling down the com. 1 The 
Samagiiians annually invited the dead to come from their 
graves and enjoy a bath and a feast For their entertain* 
ment they preps red a special hut, in which they set out 
food and drink, together with a seat and a napkin for every 
soid who had been fnv i ted, Tlicy left ibc %yuls io revel by 
themselves for three days In the hut; then they deposited 
the remains of the banquet on the graves and bade the 
ghosts farewell. The good thmgSv however, were usually 
consumed by charcoal bumcf* in the forest This feast of 
the dead fell early in November. 1 Hit FathonLotns prepare 
a Inca 3 for their dead on All Souls* Day, the second of 
November* and invite them by tlieir names to come and 
partake of It. The ghosts arrive in the early mumlng at 
the first cock ci«iw s mid depart at ihv second, being cere- 
moftioiisly lighted out of the home by the head of the 
family, who waves a white do Eh after them anti bids them 
tome again next year/ 

In <-ome parts of the Russian Government of Ofoncus 
the inhabits tit a a f & village mmt limes celebrate a joint 
festival In honour of all their dead Having chosen a house 
for the purpose, they spread three tables* one outside the 
front door* erne in the passage, and one in the room which 
ii belted by a stove. Then they go out to meet their 
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tutted guest* and usher the nr into the house with thr-.c 
woni«, " Ye are tired, our own one* ; take something to cat,* 1 
The ghost* accordingly le/rcdi themselves at each table 
in ‘uccewioti. Then the matter of the house bids them 
warm themselves at the stove, remarking that they must 
have grown cold in the damp earth, After that the living 
guesti Sit down to eat at the tables Towards the end of 
the meal the ho*t opens the window and Jets the gho-is 
genSly uut of it by meant of the shroud in which they were 
owe red into the grave. As they slide down it from the 
warm room into the outer air, the people tell them, “ N'nu¬ 
ll is time for you to go home, and yoirr feet must be tired : 
the way is not * little one for you to travel. Here it is 
softer for you, Now, in God’s name, farewell 1" 1 

Among the Vrjtioks of Russia every famIly sacrifices to i:s 
os^wt dead once a year in the week before Palm Sunday. The Hcri- 
wK3rt be !> olTcrrtl * n hmrssr about midnight Flesh. bread, or 
cakes anti beer are «t on the table, and on the floor beside 
tlu- table h lands a trough of hark with a lighted wax candle 
stuck on the rim, The master of the hnn.se, having covered 
his head with his hat, takes a piece of meat in hi* kind ami 
says, * Ye spirits of the long departed, guard and preserve 
a* well. Make none of tii cripples. Send no plague upon 
us L'nuse the com, the wine, and: the food to prosper 
with us.'* The Voliaku of the Government* of Wjatk* and 
Kasnn celebrate two memorial festivals of the dead even- 
year, one in autumn am! the other in spring. On a certain 
day hot)i hiss is distilled, beer brewed, and potato scone* 
baked in every house, Ail the members of a dan. who 
trace their descent through women from one mythical 
ancestress, assemble in 3 single house, generally in one 
which lies at the boundary of the clan land Here an old 
man moulds wax candles ; amJ when the require number 
is made lie sticks tfiem on the shelf ->f the stove, and begin* 
to mention the dead relations of the master of the house by 
Mmt !?or each of them lie crumbles t piixe of bread, 
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cfldl ^ ti'cii' » piw of pancake, pouia koomls* and 
(*eer t anJ puts .i j^oonfu! of ^.mp into a trough made for 
the ptttpoie. AJ 1 pcrwm jsrcscnt whurc parenis are dead 
foJlowr Wi example, The dogs are then allied to raj om 
of Hi* trough, ir they eat quietly, it is a sign that ths dead 
live at peace; if they rlo not eut quietly, it argues the 
contrary. Then the Company sit down to table and partake 
of Uic meal. Next morning both the dead and the living 
icfrcsh thrmsetves with n drink, and a fowl b bailed. Tht 
proceedings mv the same ** on the evening before* But 
nau they ireai Vhr *oub for The l.™t time .is a preparation 
for their jWtrasy, saying Eat, drink, and go home to your 
com pardons, Live at peace, be gracious to us, keep our 
children, guan! our com, our beasts arid birds." Then rlie 
|wO|j|d hanqiir! and indulge in all sorts of improprieties* 

JJir women refrain from frasifog until the dead have taken 
thru de| vutlire ; hut ^vhtn the snub axe gone, there is no 
lunger any molivt for ab-stinence,, the koumiss ci reunites 
freely among the women, and they grow amnion, Vet at 
thi\ a* .11 every other (estival, the men ami women eat in 
different parts of the ronm. 1 

On All Saints’ Dny, the first of November, shop? and Feuioi 
f trail in the Abroad arc filled with candles, which jteoplc ;J ! : l ^ aL| 
buy in order to kindle them in the evening on the graves Abnstd* 
°* *hdr relations For all the dead come to visit their 
homes that night, the Eve of All Sauls, and they need 
lights to show them the way. For their use. too, lights are 
kepi burning in the homes atj night Before people go ip 
fl * w P l bcy pface nn the table a lighted Jamp ur candk itnd 
a frugal m at of bread and wntcr “Hie dead Issue fmm 
their graven and stalk in procession through every sireet of 
rhi^ village. Von can sen them if you ntund at a cross-read 
with yw chin resting on 3 forked stick. First pass the 
sotih of tbc good, and then the souls of the murdered and 
the damned* Once, they say, a man was Qm? peeping at 
the ghastly procession. The good souls Cold him he h ad 

1 1 \VnJJj*Y, ffkrnskf rffr LtJUrtiiftfmm*- 0^rvsmr w ifj&kl Ai 

, V9 befit ‘tx, .it y u> ibe V-ftliiik tinm. «* Ltrf ta,ms w^iV> 4 

4^ 11Vjlj tiling- pf% 4*44 

hit\ i^eal, p|i. ,14 if. i Mfm ciett 4* 
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better go home:- H* did not* and when he -aw the tail of 
tlic procession he died nf fright 1 

In our own country (he old belief in the annual return 
of the dead long lingered in the custom of baking 11 soul- 
inEDflkfi cakes * and eating them or distributing them to the poor on 
ASS So tils' Day. Peasant girls used to go fnaro farmhouse: 
to farm ha use on that day, singing* 

u S#uJ, a witl 

Fnrt jvtt t £9*4 rnUtomu 4 JwW tiiif* 1 

In Shropshire down to the seventeenth century ft via* 
customary on All Saute* Day in set on the table a high 
heap of joubcakes and most visitors to the house took one 
of ih™. The antiijuary John Aubrey* who records the 
custom* mentions also the appropriate vanes: 

- A toul fdjt/, .1 isMlmit* 

//*nw mrrty PH If// CAntfni iet*/rtfer 4 wfoAtb H • 


Indeed the custom of soul-cakcs survived in Shropshire 
down to the loiter part of the nineteenth century and may 
*■ souidbE not be extinct even now. "With ut K All Saints* Day is 
ihjcpibU known as 'Souttn^ Day/ and up to the presem time in 

many places, poor children, and sometimes men, go out 
‘soulltig*; which means that they go round to the house* of 
alt the tiwfc wdi-to do people within rear± 1 reciting a ditty 
peculiar io the day, and looking for a dole of cake*, broken 
victuals, ate, applet or money. The two tetter arc now the 
usual rewards, but (here are few old North Salopian? who 
cannot rein ember when 1 icaiUcuke* r were made at alt the 
Farms and * bcttcrmoict' houses in readings for the day# and 
were given (o all who came for them. We arc told of 
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FEASTS OF ALL SOU IS ^ 

Ifbcnl houwwivH who would pmW.fc ns many as a clothe 
basket tuM. Hh? v^mrr custom of going out - a-uulln* * 
Oft AU Saint V Day or All Souls Day used to be observe! 
J" the neighbouring counties of Staffordshire. Cheshire, 
Lancashire, Herefordshire, and Monmouthshire; f n Hcre- 
lurdduru i lie *■ 'Ul-c.ikcs were made of oatmeal, anti he or 
*lic who received one of them was bound to say to the 
givers 

M G&i An+jv .vr ^ 

£>/JW flWtf//," f 


riuis thr practice of “ soulbig" appears to have prevailed 
especially hi the English counties which bonier on WuJcs. 
1 st many parts of Wales itself down to the tirst half of the 
nine ter;! Ill century jwor prns.iiiis used to go about begging 
lor biiiul '■ ■■ ■ i All Soul- Day. I he bread bestowed on them 
was called Aim r,m or dole-bread. “ This custom was a 
survival of the Middle Ages, when the poor begged bread 
for the souls of their departed relatives and friends* 1 How. 
ever, the custom was not confined to the west of England, 
for at \\ luthy in Yorkshire down to the early part of the 
nineteenth century it was usual to make "soul mass loaves* 
an or «l>ntit All Souls* Day. They were small round loaves, 
sold by bakers at a farthing apiece, chiefly for presents to 
cbildnat In former times people used to keep one or two 
uf them for good luck. 4 !n Aberdeenshire, a bo, "on All 
Souls' Day. baked cakes of a particular sort are given away 
to tho?e who may chance to visit the house, when they ate 
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in-idt The cakes arc called 1 dtrgedoaf,' * 1 Even In the 
remote island of St Klld* it was customary on All Saint* 
Day to bake a large cake in the form of a triangle* furrowed 
round i the cake must be all eaten that night 1 

The same inode of celebrating All Soul • ' Day has hern 
transported by Calholidsm to the New Work! and imparted 
to the aborigines of that continent. Thus in Carirhi, a 
province of Ecuador, the Indium prepare foods of variotn 
sort* agninsr All 'SouW 1 My, and when rhr 4ay ha* come 
they lake some of the provisions to the church and there 
deposit them on tables set one for the purpose. These good 
things are the perquisite of die priest, who celebrates mas* 
for the dead After the service the Indians repair to Hie 
cemetery, where with burning candles and pots of holy 
water they prostrate thetiueHes before the tombs of thnir 
reiniions, while the priest or the sacristan recite!? prayers for 
the souls of the departed In the evening the Indian* return 
to their houses. A table with four lights on it is spread 
with food and drink, especially with such things as the dr.sd 
loved in their fife. The door is kfl open all night, nodoubi 
to let rite spirits of the dead enter, and the family «iu up P 
keeping the invisible guesbs company through dir long 
hours of darkness. From seven o’clock iimE onwards tit-ops 
of children traverse the village ami Its neighbourhood- They 
go from house to houae ringing a Ijt 2E and crying, u Wc are 
angels, vre descend from Ibc sky, we ask for bread/ 1 The 
people go to their door* and beg the children u. rente a 
Pater iVajftr or .in Arr JAira for the 4ei I whom they 
n?imt. When the prayer hm been duly »£■!, they givn the 
children a IfUJe of Lhe food from the table- AH night In rig 
this goes on, band succeeding band of children. At five 
o'clock in ibc moniing the family consumes the remainder 
of rite food of the souls* Here the children going from dodf 
to door during the night of All Souh Appear to personate 
the KUib of the dead who arc piIs© abroad at that rime; 
hence to give bread to the children is the same thing as lo 

If. F b TBwIftia rhtf. ftrititA Uun* 1303-1314), HL Ifrtifi, 
ft./uSe* Orifr p. 4 iu r i Ijf. Kiirt, -U Oirifthidn* ffl 
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EivT bread to the poor hungry *nrk Probably the *a me 
' xplanaucm applies to tlie giving of soul cakes to children 
and the poor cm All Souls' Day in Europe 

A com pari mm of ,] lM European customs with the ^ 
innilar heathen nt«* can leave no room for doubt dial the ™™I»T 
nominally CfarSttfco feast of All Soul, U nothing but an old ££$* 
pagan festival of the Haul which the Church, unable or 
tiwilling to oppress, revived fom, motives of jxdky tf> ^ * 
conn,vc at Hut .hence did it bonow the police of"— 

SEZE, t lC ***** “• *'«* F-tfai.r day, the second &2B 
November i in order to answer this question we should u *"“V 
observe, first, that celebration- of this sort are often hiW at 
the begKQJ»g of .1 New Tear,' and, second, that the pertfe “ ** 
of North-Western Europe, the Celts and the Teutons, 
upper to have dated tile beginning of their year Jrom the 
bv-ginniiifl of witiicr, ihr Celts reekonftig it tmm iJ le fj r ^ , jf 
Nwernber- .md the teuton* from the first of October* 

I be difference oi reckoning may be due to a difference of 
climate, the Lome of ifi: Teutons in Central and Norlliem 
Europe being u region where winter *cts in earlier than on 
thr more temperate and humid coa»u of the Atlantic, Hie 
^oroco the LeiK 1 hese considerations suggest that the 
ei u,i n All Souls on the second of November originated 
with IJle Ceil.-, and qirrad from them to the rest of the 
European people, who, while they preserved their old 
feasts of the dead practically unchanged, may have imn.*,* 
ferred them to the second of November, This conjecture 
« supported by what we know of the ecckffii&^icaj 
institution, or rather recognition, of the festival, For 
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that recognition was finri accorded at the end of the 
itnth century In Frauae, a Celtic country, fmm which the 
■Church festival gradually spread over Europe. It was Gdilo, 
abbot of the great Benedictine monastery of Clugny. who 
Initiated the change fn 99S AJX by ordering that in all the 
mu naileries over which he ruled, a solemn ■dundd be 
celebrated on the second of November for all the dead who 
sleep in Christ. The example thus tel was followed by 
oilier ftilgiou* houses* and I hr biJtop\ one after another, 
introduced the rttw edebraihm into their dltxrc-e: 1 Thus 
the festival of All Souls gradually estahlhbcd it*clf through- 
out ChTistCftriotn, though in fact the Church has never 
formally sanctioned it by a general edict nor attached 
much weight to its observance. Indeed, when objections 
were raised to the festival at the Reformation, the eedexj- 
africat authorities seemrd ready to abandon it. 1 These 
facts am explained very simply by the theory that aft ofd 
Celtic commemoration of the dead lingered In France down 
to the end of the tenth century, and w&* Lheoj as a mefljnrrc 
o t policy and a concession to ineradicable paganism, a! last 
incorporated in tlie Catholic ritual. The consciousness ol 
the heathen Origin of the practice would naturally prevent 
the supreme authorities I tom insisting strongly on its 
observance- They appear rightly to have regarded it ns 
an outpost which they could surrender to the forces of 
rationalism without endangering the citadel of lhe faith. 
Perhaps we may go a step further and explain in like 
manner the origin of the feast of All Saints on ihe first of 
November. For the analogy of similar customs elsewhere 
would lead us to suppose that the old Celtic festival of I lie 
dead was held on the Cctfcic New Year's Day, that is, on the 
first, not the second, of November May not then the 
institution of the feaat of AH Saints dm that day have 
been the first attempt of the Church to give a colour or 
Christianity to the ancient heathen file by hu bruiting the 
saints for thesouta of tlie dead as the true object ol worship > 
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FEASTS OF ALL SOULS (j 

The Tacts of history seem to countenance this hypothesis. 
For the feast of All Saint* was instituted in France and 
Germany by order of the Emperor Lewis the Pious in 
S 3 5 A.O., that is, about a hundred and *bctyyear» before 
the introduction of tlie feast of Ail Soub The innovation 
w * mad * lj >' the advice of the pope, Gregory IV, whose 
motive may well have been that of suppressing an old pagan 
custom w 'hich 11M.1 still itntnriou'jly fiijLti^ctl in France anti 
Germany. The Idea, however, was not a novel one, for the 
testimony of Bede proves that in Britain, another Celtic 
country, the least of AU Saints on the first of November was 
already celebrated In the eighth century. 1 We may con- 
jeeture that this attempt to divert the devotion q f the 
faithful from lie souls of the dead to the saints proved a 
failure, and that finally the- Church reluctantly decided to 
sanction the popular supers’ll mn by frankly admitting a feast 
of All Semis inti) the calendar. Lint it could not assign the 
new, or rather the old, festival to the old day, the first of 
November, Hiller that was already occupied by the feast of 
All Saint-. Accordingly it pi need the mass for the dead on 
the nc.vt day, the second of November. On this theory the 
feast* of AH £ .lints and of AH Souls mark two successive 
efforts of the Catholic Church to eradicate an old heathen 
featival of the dead. Both efforts foiled. “ In all Catholic 
countries the day <>l All Souls ha*, preserved the serious 
character of a festival ol the dead which no worldly gaieties 
are allowed to disturb, ft is then the sacred duty of (he 
survivors to the graves of their loved ones in the 

churchyard, <o deck them with Hruvers and lights, and to 
ui:ei' « devout prayer — a piou.i custom with which in cities 
like Paris and Vienna even the gay and frivolous comply 
for the sake of appearance, if not to satisfy an impulse of 
the heart' 1 * 

1 A. J, Hjnlrrim, tfi, rtf. v, r, n ww (rtrhunH at Routt Jim tf.f 
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| 3. Thi Ftititxti mm i&t Mmth of Afhyr 

Fmsivu] *h The foregoing evidence !cnds ?orac iUpp »rt |t> the eon- 
jecterc—for it h cully ft conjecture—th.n the great festival 
cm nf Qsifh at ijai±* hvith its accompanying illumination nf the 
e'i- -k'. ii, houses* was 4 night of AH Souls, when the ghosts of the 
n Athrr ilcad HwaitncLj in tsie stfeet* and mailed their nfd hotnt% 
which were lit up to welcome them hack again Herodotus, 
who bridly describes the festival, omits to mention its date, 
tint we can determine it whh some probability from other 
sources. Thus Plutarch tells 11s that Osiris was murdered 
on the seventeenth of the month Athyr, and that the 
Egyptians accordingly observed mournful rites fur four 
days from the seventeenth nf Alhyr . 1 Mow in the Alex¬ 
andrian calendar, which Plutarch med* these four days 
corresponded to the thirtesnUn fourteenth, fifteenth* and 
sixteenth of November, and this dale amucr* tartly to 
the other indication* given by Plutarch who says that at 
the time of the festival the Nile was sinking, she north 
winds dying away, the nights lengthening, and the leave 
falling fioitt 1 hr free* During thc-e four days u gilt cow 
swathed in a black pall wu exhibited ns an image of h\s»- 
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nur. » THE FESTIVAL M THE IfOATH OF A THYX *, 

I his, no doubt, was the image mentioned by Herodotus Irt 
his account of the ftrtfvuL* Ort the nineteenth dav of the 
tnontl, the pet,pie went down to the *va. the prints canyiiw 
■ shnne which contained , golden r.^,. | nto th( , 

they poured fresh water, and thereupon the spectators raised 

it'V tl Tis waa feund ’ A(t * lhAl thc -y «*> k ™** 

vegetable mould, moistened it with water, mixed it with 
prt-cr(;ii5 spices and incem*. and moulded tbe paste into a 
moofi - abApcd linage which was ihen robed and 
trim merited. Tims it appear- that the purpose of the 
L crenK.n.cf. described by Plata,ch to represent dramatic 
a y, first, die search for (be dead body of Osiris, and, 
s^oml, its joyful discovery, followed hy the murreclron of 
iht dead god who came to Hie again in the new image of 
vegetable mould and spiceL Uctnntiu* tells us how on 
these occasions the priest* with their sliaven bodies, beat 
their breasts and lamented, imitating the sorrowful sca reh 
■ if Isis for her lost son Osiris, and how afterwards their 
:orrow was turned to joy when the jackal-headed god 
' ‘" 1l,t1s ' ° r mther a “uwnmer in bis stead, produced a smalj 
V->y. the living representative of the god who wav | ust and 
wa: found. fhus Ijictantiuv regarded Osiris as the son 
mslend of the husband of I«i», atul he make* no mention of 
n: image of vegetable mould. It is probable that the boi 
who figured in the sacra* drama played the part, not of 
Osiris, but of his son Homs, * but .is the death and 
resurrect ion of the god were celebrated f n many ritiw of 
f-hTP<i il ii *l*o possible that in .some places the part of the 
god come to life wa* played by a living actor instead of by 
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u the. official festivals of asms 

*n image. Another Christ inn wriin describes how the 
ligj'ptiani, with sham bends, arnmnlly lamented Over a burled 
(dol of Osiris, smiting their breasts, stashing their shoulder,., 
ripping open their old wound*, until, after several day* of 
mourning, they professed to find the mangled remain* of the 
god, HI which they rejoiced* However the detail* of the 
ceremony n»y have varied in diiTeutiil pTitee.-,, the pretence 
of finding the god* body, and probably of rescuing it to 
life, m a great event in lire festal year of the Egyptians, 
The shouts of joy which greeted It are described or pUtodcd 
to by many ancient writer-. 1 


§ 4- Tkt FfUivat in th* Month of Kttoi&k 

Tbajnw The fnnetflt rites of Osiris, iu they were observed at his 
fettv*! to the sixteen province* of Egypt, are described 
Urn.jr7-.rt iis a long inscription nf 1 hr S'-nlrmaic j crfoal, which is 
engraved on the waTls of the god's tensile at Deiuiemh, the 
Tenlyn of the Greeks a to -.vii of LJpj.er ligypi ^flatted on 
tlie western hunk nl (lie Xifcr about forty ini lea north of 
1 hrbes. 1 Ufifcrlimfttvty, While the information ihm fmiifHhcil 
h remarkably full ^nd minute on many point \ tile arrange¬ 
ment adopted In the in script bn h m confined and the 
expression often so obscure Unit a clear and cons intent 
accmuit of the t^retnorafe* at a whole can hardly extracted 
from it Moreover, we Iram from the document (hat the 
tor monies varied somewhat Eft the several dtic-V the ritual 

of Abydos, for example, diffoefng from that of Ibiiirij- With* 
out attempting to trace alt the purticirfaritJc* of local usage 
I shall briefly indicate what til have been the tending 

features of the festival, s» fat a*. these can he a*ccmmci! 
with tolerable certainty; 1 
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r&ts^ failed eighteen dnyit. from die twelfth to the 
thirtieth of the ffmntJi Khoiak, ami set forth the nature of 
O^ria In hh triple aspect m$ de-ad a dj.uiieiubemLi, and fmaHy 
tcKm ititulcd by the union nfhi* ottered In the nttf 

of these upccti he was raffed Chen I-Ament (Khetui-Amemi;, 
in the Osiris-5rp, and in the third Sofcari (Scker' 11 

hin.il) images of the god were moulded of sand or vegetable 
earth and corn,. In which incense was sometimes added*; 1 his 
face was pamji-d yd low and his cheek-bones green. 1 Thesr 
binges were cas: in a mould of pure gold, which represented 
the god m the form of a mummy, with the white crown of 
I'-gyiU on his head.* The festival opened on the twelfth 
da) of khoiitk with a ceremony of ploughing and sowing. 
Two black cows were yoked to the plrnigh, which was made 
f ta,ni, ™ k while the share was of black copper A 

bn- scattered the seed, line end or thr field Waj 
with batley. iltc other with spelt, ami the middle with fla*. 
J-hiHiig the Operation Lhe chief celebrant real-- 1 the ritual 
chapter of "the sowing of the fields" 1 At Hudri. oa ,|ic 
l wen tied i of Khojah sand and Parley mere put in the god'a 
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"garden; 1 wbkh appears t o have been a sort of lur^e (lower- 
pot. THU Win done in the presence of the cow-goddes? 
Shenty* represented seemingly hy the image of a cow mads 
of syenmonr wood with a headier human image in it t 
inside. *' Then fresh inundation water was poured out at a 
gohlrft vase ovc t both the goddess and ihr * garden/ and the 
barley wa- allows! to grow as the einbkm of the rtaurrec- 
tinn of the £fxi after hb burial in the earth* 1 for the growth 
of she garden is the growth of the divine substance/" ? Op 
the twenty-second of Klbpiak, at the eighth hour, the images 
of Osirl^ attended by thirty-four images of deities, performed 
a mysterious voyage in thirty -fcw tiny boais made of 
papyrus, which were 1 1 Eliminated by three hundred find aixty- 
itvc light* 1 On the (wenEj^fcurth of K ho safe, after unset* 
the effigy of Osiris in a coffin of mulberry wood was bid in 
the grave, and at die ninth hour of the night the effigy 
which had been made and deposited the year before was 
removed and placed upon boughs of sycamore. 1 lastly, on 
the thirtieth day of Khotak they zcpaired to the !ioH 
sepulchre, a subterjanciin chamber over which appears to 
have grown a dump of Feraea-tree*. Enitifhig the vault by 
the western door, they laid the coffined effigy of the dead god 
reverently on :i bed of sand in the chamber. So they left him 
10 his rest and departed from (he --cpuldnc by the eastern 
door. Thus ended the ceremonies in the month of Khofak 1 
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§ The Jieturr/ttwn vf Oiirtt 

In the (broking account of lijr faflnl, drawn fmm the 
(treat ibscnption of Dcndcrah, the burial of OM ngur*?; ,Wfl ™ “« 
prominently, while Id* r*mmtclfmi » implied rather than ^n,, d 
expressed. Thu defeat of the document, iiowever. is amply " b l1 " 
compensated by a remarkable series of ha*-reliefs which 
accompany and Illustrate tin? inscription, These exhibit in 
* SCnts °l seem* the dead god lying swathed as a mummy 
on bis bier, then gradually raising him-idf up higher and 
hTpher, Until at last be lu«s entire!) quitted the bier and is 
r-een creel between the guardian ivi„ K x D f t he faithful Isis, 
who stands behind him. while 3 male figure holds tip before 
his eyes the <m eitsata, the Egyptian symbol of life . 1 The 
resurrection of the K «J could hardly be portrayed more 
graphically. F.veri more instructive! however, 1 $ another 
represent at ton of the same event in a chamber dedicated to 
Osiris in the great temple of Isis at Phllac Here «c see 
the dead body of Chdris with stalks of coni ipringing from 
it, while a print «aic^ tile stalks from » pitcher which he 
holds ill hii Hand. The accompanying Inscription «-is forth 
lliat “ tins Is tbc form of him whom one may not name, 

Osiris of the mysteries, who springs Irnm the returning 
waters.” s Taken together, the picture and the words seem 
to leave no doubt that Osiris was hem conceived and xepre- 
icntcd as a personification of the com which springs from 
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she fitldi o/ttr Uicy have been fcrtfiteil by the tairndalinn. 
This, according to the inscjipSiuit, wa* th« kernel < ( f the 
mysteries, tile intinmcwt sesret revealed to the initiated. So 
in the rites cf Demclcr at Klcmw a imped ear nf com wot 
exhibited to the unnUtippers as tins central mystery of their 
religion. 1 We can now fully underhand why at the |jfTaS 
r«Wvml of *owfrt£ in rhe month of Khniak thr priests u^d 
to Urry gffigbt of OniH^ made of earth and com, When 
ihe*c effigies were taken up Again at the end of 4 year or of 
a shorter mt*rv;il, thr corn would be found to have sprouted 
from the body of Osiris, and thb sprouting nf the grain 
woiiid be hailed a* .in omen* or rather as the cause, of the 
growth of the crops. 1 The corn-god produced the corn 
from himself: he gave hi* own body to feed the people; he 
dial that they might live. 

And from the death and resurrection of their great jgptl 
-i id Egyptians drew not only their support ami siuienancr 
1 * n * fr| ^ hppe of a life eternal beyond the 

sb# ijpad grave. This ho|>e is indicated in the clearest manner by 
Tkr ttoy rcmarlsaWc cffigic» of Ostrii which have come tu 
««*» I’ght in Egyptian cemeteries. Thus in the Valley of the 
Kiiigi at Thebes there wft* found the tomb of a royal fan* 
bearer who lived about t Joo IS.C, Among the rich contents 
of the tomb there was a bier on which rested k i mating ©t 
rtcd * covered with three layers of linen, On the upper #tdc 
nf I he Hnen painted a Ifc-sfee figure of Gain j ; and the 

interior of the figure, which was waterproof, contained a 
mixture of vegetable mould, barley, and .1 sticky fluid. The 
barley had sprouted and sent out shoot* two or three inelir* 
long, 1 Again, in the cemetery a? Cytropdte^ 1 were numerous 
burials of Osiris figures. Tbe^e were made of grain wrapped 
ufi in doth and roughly shaped I Eke an Osiris, and placed 
inside a brickcd-np recess at the side of the tomb, sometimes 
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m small pottery coffins, uomttj'mcs In wooden coffins In the 
form of .1 hawk-mummy* ftointLimei ivitliout any coffins 
al all." 1 These com -stuffed fiyura were bandaged like 
mummSs with patches of gilding heft and there, m if 
in fmitiUiou of the golden mould in which (he similar 
figures uf Chirr* were cast at the festival of sowing. 1 Again, 
dtigfe of Qm is. with faces of greet] wax and their interior 
full of grain, were found buried near the rstcrnpolii of 
Tlicbe.v 1 I ; Ecaa'iCy, we me told by Professor Ermsail that 
between the legs of muffltnio "there sometimes !ic> a figure 
of Qsim made of slime; it is filled with grain* of com, the 
sprouting’ of which is in (ended Lo signify the resurrect bn of 
the god. 111 We cannot doubt iliat, just as the burial of 
emti hruffed Images of Onkte in the ettfth Jt the festival of 
^wlng was designed to quicken the seed, so the burial of 
similar images in the grave was nsentit In quicken the 
de^d ¥ in uthcr words, %o ensure their spiritual immortality. 


§ 6 Rrtafiusfmfni *f Hgyffixm Ftstti alx 

The festival of Oifris which fUltarch aligns to ihc Ttw 
month of Albyr would seem to be identical Fti lu^tmut 
with the ou« which the i&tcrJption of Denderah assTg^s to if* mmtu 
the following mouth, namely, lo Rlsntak Apparently ihe ^ ,i,5fr 
essence of both festivals was a duimatic reprcscutaimn of 
the death and rtsiirreciEcm of the god ; in both of them hi* 
was; figuied by a gill cmr t and Osiris by am image moulded 
of moist vegetable earth, Hut if she festival* were the same* 
why were they held in different months F It b city to 
suggest that different (owns in Egypt celebrated the festival 
ax different dates. But when we remember that according 

10 the great inscripifon nl Dendrtuh, the authority of which 

11 Indisputable, th* festival fell in the month of Khohk in 
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every province of Egypt, wr *haJl be reJudAtat to juuppo** 
that at some one place, or even at % few places. It was 
exceptionally held in the preceding month of Athyr, and 
Lbat Llie usually well-informed Plutarch def Hi- <1 the 
exception a-fc if it hnd been the rule, nf which un l hiss 
AOf^osition he must have been wholly ignorant Mme 
probably the discrepancy Li to be explained by the great 
change which came over the Egyptian Calendar between the 
date of Hue inacdptlon and the lifetime of HnU: h. For 
u-hcii the LriscripUori was drawn up in the Ptolemaic age 
the festivals wne dated by the old vague or movable year, 
and therefore rotated gradually through the whole circle of 
the seasons- where** at the time when Plutarch wrote, 
about the end of the first century, they were -cemtngly 
rLitcil by the fixed Alexandrian year, and accordingly had 
Ceased to total & J 

But even if we grant that In Plutarch 1 * day the festival* 
Jiud become vuiinnaty. ilill thfs would not explain *h\ The 
old festival nf Khoiak had been transferred to Athvr in 
order io understand that mtntfmiice it seems necessary to 
*Mppf»c *hal when the Egyptian^ gave to thefr month* fixed 
J^ BCci if* the solar year by accepting the Alexandrian 
vy^tciu nf tntcrualaihin, they at the %srac time transferred 
the festlwdi from what may be called tbeir arlifurial to ihcir 
natural da tea Under the old system a ^umiucr festival waff 
sometime* held in winter anil a win ter festival in summer; 
a harvest cefe brat Son sometimes fell at the season of sowing, 
atsd a vowing celebration at the season of harvest, People 
might reconcile them selves to such anomalies so long as 
they knew that they were only temporary, and that in the 
course of time the festivals would necessarily return la their 
proper veovon*. But it must have !>een otherwise when 
they adopted a fixed tnslend of ft movable yen r t and so 
arrested the rotation of the festivals for ever, For they 
could not hut he awmc tlmt every festival would the nee forth 
continue to occupy for all time that particular place In the 
^obr year which it chanced to occupy in the yeai 30 HC, 
when the calendar became fixed. If in that parti cuIol year 
ir happened, us it might have happened, that the summer 

1 ibdTT. Pfi. *1 Jf,, f? 49 r y. 
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festival* were h dd in winter and the winter festivals in 
summcr h they would always be so held m future ; the 
aboard cty and anomaly would never again be rectified as H 
hruS been before. This consideration, which could not have 
escaped intelligent men, must have suggested the advisability 
of transferring the festivals (root the dates at which they 
charred to be celebrated in 30 KC. to The dates at which 
they ought properly to be celebrated iq tht course of nature 
Now what in the year 30 fi,C was the aottiiil amount o f 
discrepancy between the accidental and the natural dates of 
the festivals? It was a little more than 1 month. In 
that year Thoth, the first month of the Egyptian calendar, 
happened to begin on the twenty-ninth of August , 1 whereas 
according to theory it should have begun with the heliacal 
lining of Sirius f>n the twentieth of July, that is, forty 
days or, roughly speaking* a month earlier, From this* 
it follows that In the year 30 D.G all the Egyptian 
festivals fell abau 1 a month later than their itittrrtd dare* 
and they must have continued to full a month late for 
ever if they were allowed to retain those places in the 
calendar which they chanced to occupy ju that p.iriiru Inr 
year. In these droirnsl&fflecs is would l>c a natural and 
senubfe thing to restore the festivals to then prm>cr places 
in the scalar year by celebrating them one calendar month 
earlier than before * 1 If this measure were adopted lhe 
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festivals which h.id hitherto been held, for example, in the 
third month Athyr would henceforth be held in the second 
month rhnophi \ the festivals which had hitherto fallen jn 
the fourth month Kfioiak would thenceforth fell hi the 
third month Athyr . and so on. Thus the festal calendar 
would be reduced to harmony with the season instead of 
being in more or less flagrant discord with them, jj it had 
generally been before, -iud must always have been after¬ 
wards if the change which I have indicated had not Ihtsu 
introduced, ft is only to credit tho native astronomers and 
the Roman rulers ->f Egypt with common sense to sutilise 
that they actually adopted tisc measure On that supposition 
we can perfectly understand why the festival of sowing, 
which Jiad formerly bd -nged to the month of Khniak, wav 
transferred to Alhyr, For in the Alexandrian calendar 
Khoiak eoirrspofids very nearly to December. and Athyr to 
November. But in Egypt the month (if November, not the 
month ot December, j* * i }>« ^ajnn of vowing. I here was 
therefore every reason why the great -owing festival of the 
Corn-god Osiris should be field in Alhyr and n. t KWh, in 
November and not In December, Tn liltt manner we may 
■oppose that All the Egyptian festivals were restored to their 
true plates in the solar year, and that when Plomreh dates 
i festival both by il.t calendar month and by it* relation to 
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the cycle of tiic seasons, he h perfectly right in doing >0. 
flnrt we nsny accept hi* evidence with confidence instead of 
having tn accuse him of ignonuitly confounding ihe movable 
Hgrptirm with the fixed Alexandrian year. Accusation* »f 
ignorance levelled at the best writer* of antiquity ore apt | W 
recoil On those who make tlicin. 1 
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THE .NATURE OF OS] ft IS 
| i. Qsirit (t Citrt-Ged 

“ 11JK rswantoj; survey of th<> myth and situal of Oririi may 

h^- [ 3 su[lkc [° that in one w f ho .upcci, the god «*» 

p™rf-^ persont Is cation of the com. which may be said to die and 
lb-fare. ™ mc !, ' J We as-Aill every yy.tr ThrKigh .ill the pomp and 
glamour a-ith which in later time* the priest* had invented 
hii worship, tile concept km of him as the coro*god comes 
dearly oh* in the festival of his death ami resurrection, which 
was celebrated in the month .if Khniak and at a Inter period 
in the month of Atbyr, ! hut ic-itiva! .ip[Kto to have been 
cjscntinjly a IcstivriI of sowing, which properly fell at the 
time when the htiihiinditidn actually committed the jiced to 
die earth. On that occasion an effigy of the com‘got!, 
moulded of earth and com, wjj huriul with funeral rite* in 
tile ground in tinier (hat, dying there, he might tome to life 
.iijain wiih the new crops.. The ceremony was, in fact, a 
charm to ensure the grow th of the corn by sympathetic 
magic, and we may conjecture that a-t such it was practised 
in .i *Smpk tofni fay even Egyptian former on hi* ficMu long 
Mtna it was adopted and trmi*%ujttd by the priests in the 
slately riluiit of the temple. In the modem, but doubtless 
ancieui, Arab custom of burying "the OW Man," namely, 

* 5 ^ caf of wheat, in the harvest-11 eld and praying that lie 
may return from the dead,* we see the germ out of which the 
worship of the corn-god Osiris was probably (leveloped. 

The details of his myth fit in well with this interpretation 
of the god, He was said to be the offspring of Shy and 
1 S« T „ 
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OSIRIS A CORK-GOD ^ 

Earth ] \\ fiat more appropriate parentage could be invented Qasri** 

ftthe torn whkh frosts the ground that has been 

fertilised by the water of heaven P h is true Lhat the land f-ank 
oi Egypt owed its fertility dirtily to the Nile and not m 
&hnwct* ; but the irihfihitariti mti£E have known Of guessed 
that the grcat river in its mm was fed by the rains" which 
fdl in the far interior. Again* the legend that Grids was 
the lint to teach men the u*c of com* would be most 
nalurauy loti 3 of Ehe com-god himself. Further,, the stoiy th* k^-os 
that his mangled remains were scattered up and down the 
land and buried in difiercnl places may be a mythical way 
bf expressing Either the sowing or the winnowing of the 
grain. 1 fie I alter interprcimlon h supported by the talc 'o-iiw 
Sltat iris placed the severed limbi of Usuis on 3 corn-sieve , 1 
Dr more probably the legend nmy be a ncminifrccncc of a ^ ittma 
tUMorci of n 2rt>“iri;r ft human victim, jM-rhaps a representative 
of the corn-spirit znd dksrihutiug his dc^b or scattering Ins dtnuij;* 
.^hen, over the fields to fertilise them. In modern Europe ebafiaw 
the figure of Death t* some times tom in pieces, and the ** thr 
Imgmchts arc then bussed in the ground to mulct the crops * ** h "^ 
grow wcU* and tn other parti of the world human victims 
arc treated in the same way* With regard to the ancient 
Egyptians wo have it on the authority of Msneltio that they 
RS&d to bum red-hatred inen and scatter Lhdr U5l1.es with 
winnow ing fans,* and it is higldy significant that this barbar¬ 
ous sacrifice ivn* offered by the kings at the grave of Osiris.* 

Wc may conjecture that the victims represented Osiris him- 
who waa annually slain* dismembered, and buried Ln 
lhdr persons that he might quicken the seed in die earth, 
rossibly in prehistoric tinier the kiugti them selves 


1 S*# ihji*, fv fi, 

1 [i 7. 

1 StnJw ,_* Vu K il r Cr*ef. t |66 
4 7 %t itytMf; <krf f p tjo. 

1 Syirih +f /Aj Om jjuJ 1 /A* 

i*m l W . 

r riniirdi, S#u (?rt>i> P 7J, tdifl- 

P“* II- 

1 l>i*kiw Swri*** L fnt ^ TJ» 
iliuiihlcr mar hint b*ra |wr^r^ed h* 
Lh# kfiifi wish hu qwji tauL On 
F ittDtEUfulfil| Lbc kjft£ Lj 

iT^TSrli!cU TTi thcr Gun «r 


pr?P«fi£nn hfff.kr § £r*|. fiw A. Mnrtt* 
/}» tlfMifrf i£i 2 a ^hH,V 

FA&mmdf*# CPirk Mjtti}* pp, 17 y> 
52^ : E, A- W*JLi* Btiip 1 * On fir Atuf 
k W Iff. 

MmiUriy ;J>o wf Adi4Pte* *nd 

11-Wu* a*eU 0*"trn ibfimcha to cut 
tfw: *’il rll# fainnstti 'iciibn. Si* 

A- a, ^iik TH Ts^'tp 4 ^.inr /^a 

^ U-V.i/ L«rt liSjv 

y | r] a | iW. R Th* £ z+'t/wirttg' /*/.'//«■ 
-Wurfi CV: - LJ.noifj-.n r lA<|f^, 
Pf*. r J 5 , I 3 ^r 


rm \ A rt re of ostitis 


MOTE ||l 




»-*t™ played the part of the gml and went stain am! dhmcmbiFcd 
thsi chn mder* Set 5lb WflU as Gains « said to have 
^i^'r beta torn in pieces after a reign of eighteen d,iy%, which 

Lm™ was commemorated by so annual fentlval of the v^inc 

ofb^i. Jcngtk 1 According to one story Romulus, the t\m 
king of Rome, was cut in pieces by the senator^ it ho 
buried llie fragments of him in the ground ; 1 and 
the traditional day of his death, the sevenik of July* 
was celebrated with certain curious rites, which wac 
apparently connected with the artificial fertilisation of the 
fig . 1 Again, Greek legend told how PohIicli*. king of 
Theta, and Lycti^gna. king of Llic LliraeLui Edontafis, 
opposed the vtne-gcxJ Dionysus, and how the ImpjVui 
monarch! were rent in ptedes. Use one hy the frvnzted 
B.tcdiartak the other by hor&cii The*e Greek tradiUoiu 
may well be distorted reminiscences of a custom uf tai:ri- 
ficing human being*, and especially divine kings, in the 
character of Dionysus, a, goj who t* ambled O.dm in many 
point* and was said like him to have tan turn limb from 
limh . 1 We are told that in Chios men were rent in pieces 
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« u %aenfke u> PJiinysun ; 1 nrtrt since, they dfed thu 
death (heir god* il b reasonable ip suppose that they 
pen c 'i^ted him. The story tlml the Thradan Orpheus w*as 
nti 1 .1 i 2 y torn limb from limb by the Bacchanals to 

ffldkate tfiflt he too peri idled in the character nf the god whose 
death lie dteit 1 It ih $igni Remit thia the Thracian Lycurgns, 
kltijj of the Ediiniam, h said to hare been pat to death in 
order that the ground, which had teamed to be fruitful^ might 
regain its fertility.* Jn mam Tiimdjkn villager at Carnival hMvi 
time a custom c> still amuaUy observed. which may well be riMMlt4J1 
a ion af an ancient practice of putting a man, perhajH ^ 

a king, to death in the diameter of Dionysus for the sake 
ol the crops. A man disguised in goatskins and fawns ktn^ ;™ 
the Hvety of Etfnrtjrtm*, is phot at and faJJs down dead, 

A pretence is made of flaying hts body and nf mourning th# god at 
<iver him, but afterwards he comes to life again. Further, lZMCref * 
ni plough fs drugged about the village and *eeci >s scattered, 
while prayers am said (hat the wheat, rye* and barley may 
plentiful. One town Visa)* a here these customs are 
observed, was the capital of the old Thracian kings. In 
another tmn (Kosti, near the black Sea) the principal masker 
rt called the king, lie wcare goatskins or sheepskins, and is 
aitendcd by a hay who dispenses wine to the people. The 
king himself carries seed, which he casts on the ground 
before the church, after being invited to throw it on two 
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band* of married and urtmjmioJ imn respectively. Finally, 
htr is * (ripped of the -skins and thrown into the river . 1 

Further, we read of 4 Norwegian kin^ Kallrfan t he 
3 ^?“ Black, whose body was cut tip and buried in difTctexit pftrtg 
Ate***- of hii kingdom for the sake of efittiririg the fruitfulness 
b fTITj^ *he earth. He is said to have been drowned at the 

or forty through the breaking of the foe in spring, 
S " £ What followed hh death fa thus related by the old None 
historian Snorri Sturluson: 11 He had been the mart 

pmspctDi* (lltenlly, biased with abundance) of alt kings. 
So greatly dad men value him that when the new.s came 
thiLt lac dead and his body removed to Hriugarifci Htid 
intended for burial there s the chief men from Ivaumariki and 
WiMffelrt And HcifhmOrk catmr ;«irid all requested that they 
might take hb body with them and bury n in then various 
provinces ; they thought that it would bring abundance to 
those who obtained it Eventually ie wm cietlled that the 
body distributed in four place* The head was I aid in 
4 barrow at Steinn in Hringsrikt, and each party took a way 
their &wn share and buried it All these barrows are called 
Hainan's barrows.” * h should be reit^bercd that this 


Halfdan belonged to the family of the Vnglitip, who traced 
their decern from the great Scjuidinavkti genii •d 

fertility , 1 Frey himself Is said to Itave reigned as king i»f 
w r-rt Sweden at t/psala. The years of Ids reign were plenteous, 
tenhir. «id the people laid the plenty to his account. S» when lie 
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they would nnr hum him, ns ft had been Customary to 
tlo will! tilt dead before his time* bin they revived t & 
preserve hh body, bettering thsit, 30 long as it remained in 
Sweden, the land would liovc abundance and peace. There- 
frrre they reared a great mound, and put him in it, and 
wimfsccd to him for plenty and peace ever afterwards 
And for three year* after his death they poured the tribute 
To him into the mound, as if he were alive ; the paid they 
poured in by one ivinttow, the tit vet by a second, and the 
copper by a third 1 

The natives Of Khvai, an island lying off the mouth of 5^ * 
the V\y Rim in British New Guinea, tell of a certain 
magician named Segcm, who had sago for hi* totem hAIiTm* 
When his -on died, the death was act down to the magic 
nf an enemy, and the bereaved father was so angry that *?flW 
by hh spdls he caused (he whole crop of sago j n the {J“ b 
gantry to fail; only in his own garden the sago grew as r^tminn 
ftiKuriantly a* ever. When many had died of famine, the JEUJT 
people went to him and begged him to remove the spells 
which he had coat on the sago palms, so dial they might 
eat fbmi and live. The musician, touched with rcmorse and 
prty H went round planting a sago shoot In every* garden* and 
the shoots flourished. sa-^o was plentiful once more; uad the 
fnmme came to an end. When Segcra was oid and HI, he 
told the people that he would soon dic t but iliat, 0evertho 
less, he would cause then gardens Eo thrive. Accordingly, 
he instructed them that when he was dead they should 
cut him up nod place pieces of his flesh In their gardens,, 
but hia head was to be buried in his own garden* Of him 
it is said that he out lived the oirfinary age, and EtniL 00 man 
knew his father, but that he made the sago good and no 
one was hungry any more Old men who were alive a 
few years ago affirmed that they had known Segcra In ilicir 
youth* and I he general opinion of tY\r. KiwaJ people seems 
to be that Segera died not more Ihan two generati011s ago.* 

Ttifcen ftll together^ these legend* point to a widespread 
practice of dismembering the body of a king err magician 
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and buying the piece; fn different parts of the country 
ST* » n order to ensure the fertility of the ground and probably 
ilao liw feCuiu % of rnan an< J !««*. Whether regarded » 
* tmj -i descendant of a gtd, as himself divine, or Mmply as a 
1 ’ln^r ,niyht > r cnci,JttI,er . >i*« king »»’ believed to radiate magical 
fagLbr vjixijt.- for tilt good of hi* subjects, quickening the seed tn 
"iISSmu 1 earth and in the womb 1 his radiation of reproductive 
Mtaf itu energy did not cease with hi* life ; Hence the people deemed 
VihR.t<MB, j t cEiimtial to preserve his body as a pledge of the coiv 
tinned prosperity of the country It would be natural 10 
imagine that I he spot where the dead king was buried 
would enjoy a more than ordinary share «f his blessed 
Influence, ftiti! accordingly disputed would almost inevitably 
arise between different districts for the exclusive possession 
of so powerful * talisman, These dispute* could be settled 
and local jealousies appeared by dividing the precfeiai body 
between the rival claimant*, in order that alt should benefit 
in ei)tial measure by its liin-griing pnjpperiic* This was 
certainly done in Norway vrilh the body of IfaJfdan the 
Black, the descendant of the harvest-god Ktey ; it appears 
to have been dot iff with the body of Segcta, the sago- 
ttiagicmti of Ktwai; and wc may conjecture that in pre* 
historic times it was done with the bodies of Egyptian 
ktti^ wlm personated Osiris, the god of fertility in g r „ Bra | 
and of the com in particular. At leant such .1 practice 
wotiij account for the legend of the mangling uf the god» 
body and the distribution of tljc pieces throughout 
Egypt. 

In tills connexion the story that the tfcailal member 

benant aT Osiris was missing When Isis pieced together hut 
*1^ mutiinted body,' may not be without significance. When 
nruiw a Zulu medicine - mmi wishes to make the crept jrtow 
"t 11, hc takc lf,e b°dy of a man who ha* died in 

10 lire full vigour and cm minute portions of tissue fmm the foot, 
** Ie 8 . ‘h* arm, the face, and the noil of a single fi nR « 
in or.rtrr to compound a fertilizing medicine out of them. 
But the most important pari of the medicine consist* 
of the dead mans genera Live organs, which are removed 
entire, AU these pieces of tbe corpse are fried with herbs 
E See p, to. 
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Gil 4 %)qw fir* 1 ., ihrrfi gmunri to powder, and sown over the 
rl»■_■!fE -VVc li«vc seen thui similarly thtr Egyptian* scattered 
the arises of human victim* by meant of winnowing-tail*] ; 1 
anil if my e-xpluuattrin of the practice h Correct* it may well 
have been lime they, like the ZuIua, attributed a special 
power of reproduction ta the genital or^an^ and therefore 
carefully cxcisctl them from the body of the victim in order 
to impart their virtue to the fields, I have ccmjectiired that 
4 -imibr uae wa* made of the Actered portion* of the priest* 
of Altifc* 

1 ■ an itncknt K-gyptiarr, with bin firm belief m a. personal tsip 
I mmortality dependent on the integrity of the body, the 
prospect of mutilation lifter death nsuri have been wry 
repugnant ; and we may suppose that the king* offered a 
st term DU* resistance to ihe custom and finally sticccc^led in n«=i«i 
nlxdiriiing it. They may have represented to the people |^V 
that they would attain their object better by keeping the 
royal corpse intact than by frittering it nway in small pieces. 

Their subjects apparently acquiesced in the argument, or at 
all events in the conclusion ; yet the mountains of masonry 
beneath which the old Egyptian king* by buried may liavc Pnr 
boon Intended to guard them fiom the superstitious devotion 
of their friends quite as much as from the hostile designs of i"™n 
their enemies, riuce both alike must have been under a 
strong temptation tn violate the sanctity of the grave in . 
order tn possess themselves of bodies which were believed 
to he endowed with magical virtue of the most tremendous 
latency. In antiquity the safety of the state was often 
believed to dci:on<j on the possession of a talisman, which 
sometimes consisted of the bones of a king or hera. Hence 
the graves of such persons were somclimea kept secret" 

The violation of royal tomhii by a conqueror was not a 
mere insult: It was a deadly blow struck at the prosperity 
of the kingdom* Hence Ashurbanipal earned oil to Assyria 
the l>ones of the Icings of Elam, believing that thus he gave 
their shades no repose arid deprived them of food and 
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drink, 1 Hie Moabite burned the bones of the king ol 
Edom ifito ii rue/ LynimachiiK Is 5713 lJ to have opcucii the 
groves of the kings of Epirus jml scattered tlwr bone* of 
the dead. 1 

V^'ith savage and barbnn.njj tribc-j hi like m,inner it h 
nm unusual to violate the sanctity of tile tomb either for 
an^j vbj* d,c purpose of wreaking vengeance on the dead or more 
commonly jwrhaps for the sate orgaining pcauicithtn of ihr 
tones and converting them to magical mes, Hence the 
Mpongee kings of the Gaboon region in West Africa, are 
buried secretly lest their heads should fall into the hands of 
men of another tribe, who would make ji powerful fetish oul 
of ike brains.* Again, hi Togoland, Wen .Africa, the kings 
of She flu trilie me butfed with great retrecy f n the iV r-n. 
and a false grave is made ostentatiously in the king's hmiw* 
None hut his person*! retainers and a single daughter know 
where the king's real grave is. The intention of this secret 
burial is to prevent enemies from digging up the corj - e and 
cutting off the head . 1 « The head* of import mil chief* in 
the Calabar districts are usually cut olT from the body on 
burial and kept secretly for fear the head, and thereby the 
Bpirit, of the dead chief, should be tiulen from the town. If 
it were stolen it would be not only a great advantage to its 
new pmseunr, but a great danger to the chiefs old town, 
beeauic he would know all the peculiar ju-ju relating to it. 
f*’ w “ch town ha* a |K.tuffar tine, kept exceedingly secret, 
in Hi'iEitinu to the general ju-jus, anti this sferct one would 
then be in the hands of the new owner, of the spirit ."' 1 I he 
grave* of Baguio chiefs :,re kept secret lest certain more or 
lt« imaginary witches and whartf* called Batn, who haunt 
tombs, should get possession of the hones and work evil 
magic with them.' In the Thongs tribe of South Africa, 
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when a chief dies, he is buried secretly by fright In a meted 
wood, and few people know tin? placu of die grave With 
tsornc dans or the tribe it i* cu^tuinjuy to level the mmind 
over die grave so that no sign whatever remain? to damv 
where the body ha* been buried. 1 Mi v- said to be done 
lest enemies should exhume Llie eurpse and cut off the ears* 

Hie diaphragm, and tidier paitL* In order to make powerful 
war<b£f l jii* cut of them,* By many tribes in Fiji 11 the 
burial.place of their chief is kept i profound secret, lent 
thO!ie whom he injured during; his Ufa lime should revenge FiJ 1 kr&. 
them calves by digging up and irmdUng or even, eating his m=aWl 
body in some place* the dead chief h buried in his own 
houte, and armed warrior# >.-f In? mother's kin keep watch 
night and day over his grave After a ifme hr* bones are 
taken up and carried by night to some far-away inac* edible 
cave In the mountain^ who -*' position is kfirtwn only ta a 
few trustworthy men, Luthier T are constructed to enable 
them to reach tlu^ cuve t and are ukcil down when the hone* 
have been deposited there, Many frighlfnl stm-ln are told 
in connection with this custom, and it is certain Lhat not 
even decomposition Itself avail? to baulk the hist revenge of 
cannibals if they can find ths grave. The very bon« of 
the dead chief are nut secure from I he revenge of those 
".vhi ih; frfemli he Ulledi .luring hU lifetime, nr whom he 
otherwise so exasperated by l he iv-raminm excrcine uf his 
power as to vlll their hearts with a deadly hate. In one 
rmtjUfcc within my own knowledge when the hiding-place 
wa^ discovered, the bones were taken away, scraped, and 
stewed down into a horrible bdJ*brolk* f When aGnmaf 
M chine dan dies who enjoyed a reputation for magical * td ™™ 
fMrwc^ in hU lifctimc p hi-: fnends will sometimes hold a v-;.i 
-•bari"i biiri-il and h -p the red grave secret for fear that 
tnen might come and dig up thr skull and bones to make 
charms with them 1 
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Alarms BfllkGt and practices of this sort are by no means 
confined to ugric natural people Among the K<miags of 
IkmUaai Alaska 11 in ancient times the pursuit of tltc whute was 
accom|mnicd by numerous superstklqiift observances kept a 
■nr? j=m secret by the lxtiliters. Lieutenant Davidbf states that the 
w/halcrii prsservisj the bodies nf brave or ctintinguEsh-r-J men 
biiuuiu [n secluded caves, and tie tore proceeding ii| n n a whale -hunt 
would carry theae dead ben lies into a stream, and then drink 
of the wxl cr thus tainted. One fanmns whaler of Kadiak 
who desired to flatter IWnuoF, die first chief t:aanAger of the 
Russian colonies, said tu bim* * When you die I dtoH try to 
steal your body/ intend mg dins to cxpie<* his great respect 
for Daranof, On the occasion of the death of a whaler his 
fellows would cut tlie body into pieced, each in ui talking 
one of them for the purpose of robbing his spear-heads 
therewith, These pieces were dried or otherwise preserved, 
nrtd were frequently taken into the canoes as tails man*,* 1 
A»trs, u- To return to the human victims uhoue aihe the Egyptians 
scattered with wlujio w 1ng-Jkns t * llie red hair of these unfbrtuti- 
atm wafi probably significant. If I am fight, the custom of 
sjspr^ ^crifidng ^uch persons was not a mere way of wr. iking 
n national spite on fair-haired foreigners, whom the black* 
haired Egyptian of old t like the bUck-hairtd Chin--: of 
modem times, may have regarded ax red-haired devils For 
in Egypt the oxen which were sacrificed had atoo to be red : 
a single black or white hair found on the bea*.t would have 
disqualified it for lire ^nerlficG* If* a* I conjecture, ihtme 
human sacrifices were intended to promote the growth of 
the crops—and the winnowing of thdr ashe* t-cemn to 
support this view — red-haired victims vrfcftt perhaps selected 
as heat fiTtcd topeniunate the spirit: of the ruddy groin. For 
when .t god is represented hy a living pmen, h is natural 
that the human representative should be chosen on the 
gmund of his supposed resemblance to ihe divine original 
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Hence ibr dncfrnt Me sicaoi, cdficdvifiig the mjiEj-r as s 
prr- -rial ia-rin^ who went tJtrtujyh the whole coitra: of life 
beiw^it seed-time wid harvest, sacrificed new-bom babe* 
when I he mnEze ur*u, sown, older children when it had 
apn ulird, and mi on rill it wils fully ripe, when they sacri¬ 
ficed old mW A name for Qsfcfa was the J crap" Of 
" hin-est M ; 5 and the mudenif V'Ujcihcita; explained him a* 
a pcr^fuficaLtun of the mm* 


l ?. Osiris a Tm-Stfrit 

Em Orim w.ii mmt than a spirit of the enrn; he vr-13 um\i u ■ 
also a free^pErii. and this may perhaps have been hia tfw>f4riL 
primitive character* sin.ee the worship of trees in naturally 
ottfer in the history o t religion than the worship of the 
ccreaK However that may have been, to an a^ricpInuaJ 
people like- 1 he Egyptians, who depended almost wholly Qu 
their crop=% the eons-god tva* nahJiaJSy a faf time important 
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personage than the tra-god, 4 mi] Attracted a Ufgrr ^hare of 
thisir il^VdiJorL The thuractrT df OairU u a trrc ipirit wai 
represented very graphically in .1 ccrtriTitmy ih by 

iih Etio.ii* Fit micro Mtu?mui l A panc^tite hiving been cue down, ihc 
r^lM^ centre was hollowed out, anti with the wood thui cxavaled 
an image of Osiris w«» made, which wan then buried like a 
corpse in the hollow of the tree It b hard to imagine how 
the conception of a tree as tenanted by a penonal luring 
could he more plainly expressed Hie image of Odris thus 
made was kepi for a year ami then burned, exactly ns wi» 
done with the image nf Airis which wa_* attached to the 
pine-tree,* Tile ceremony or cutting the tree, a* described 
by Firmiou* Malwnus, appear* to be alluded to by Plutarch , 1 
t! was probably the ritual counterpart of the mythical dis¬ 
covery of (be body of Oriri- rnrlovnJ in the mho-tree.' 
Th»^m™r Now we kfinw from the tnrnitimcnt* that at Buiiris, 
Memphis, and elsewhere the great festival or Osiris dosed 
*nv.f|pt.t on the thirtieth of Kbtriak with the setting up of a remark* 
SEl* pfUur known as the tutu, tat, ttt, <rW, or tied, This was 
fl?Ktai-uJr * *®!' ul ’ n l"°* ,r or five cross-bars, tike superposed capitals, 

° ’ at the top The whole roughly resembled a telegraph-post 

with the cmsHplecqs which support the wires. Sometimes 
on the monument', a human form is given to the pillar by 
carving n grotesque face on it, robing the lower part, crown¬ 
ing [he top with the symbols of Osiris, arid adding Iwi arms 
Which hold two other characteristic emblems of the g .d, the 
crook and (he scourge or Hail. On .1 Theban tomb the king 
himself, assisted by his relations and a priest, k represented 
limiting at the ropei by which the pillar « being raised, 
while the queen Jocks on and her sixteen daughter* accom¬ 
pany the ceremony with the music of rattles and ristmtm. 
Again, In the hail of the Osman mysteries at Abydos the 
King Sety I, and the goddess Isis are depicted raising the 
column between them* In Egyptian theology the pillar 
interpreted as the backbone ufOsirU.anil whatever its meaning 
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may have h^n y it wni vnr. of the bolt^T symbols of the 
]iiLH r! 'M> religion, It might very wull lxr li conventional way 
representing a tree stripped flf its leaves ; and if Qjurfa wms 
a tn^-^ijirii* the hare trank and branches might naturally be 
described hli backbone. The setting up af the column TEn s^tUm 
would thus, iv severs] modem echnjar* believe, shadow forth 
the rauirection of the god, and the importance of the Cm i« 
&:q&hm would explain and justify the prominent pMt“^ lUniH 
which the king appears to have taken in Lhe ceremony . 5 It *-#**«■ 
is to \k noted that in the myth of Osiris the mOT-lrec which 1 Ja - 
-hot up and enclosed hit dead body* was cut down by a 
king and turned by him into a pillar of his house.* We 
can hardly doubt, therefore, tlirst this inddem of the legend 
w.ui flippc^od to t>rr dramatically set ioith fn the erection of 
the rff<f column by the king. Like the similar custom of 
cutting a pine tree and fastening an image to ii in the 
rite* of Attls, the ceremony may have belonged to that ekias 
■ *f custom* oi winch the bringing in of the May-pole is 
among the most familiar. The association of the king and 
queen of Egypt with the ctfd pillar reminds hr of the Bjaocia- 
tioii of a King and Oueco of May with the May-pole . 1 The 
jescmbUincc may be more i\mi ^upcrfkiab 
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THE XA TURK OF OSIRIS 


Otirhf In the hull of Oniric at Den derail the coffin containing 

the hawk-beaded mummy «f the god h dearly depicted u 
liinn/ihf endowed within ,1 tree, apparently a conifer, the trunk and 
lycumuT, branches of which are « rn above and below The c&Sfat* 
mwliik. The scene thus corresponds dffittly both to the myth and 
to the ceremony described by Mnoictis Maternu* In 
another scene at DcmkraVi n tree of the *#imc sort it reprn- 
tented growiitg between the dead and the reviving Osiris, a* 
if do purpose to indicate that the tnrt was the symbol of 
the divine resurrection.* A pine-cone often; appears on the 
monuments as an offering presented to Osiri^ and a m.inu- 
script of the Louvre speaks of the cedar its *pnmg from him, 1 
The sycamore arid the tamarisk were a bo his trees. In 
lEtscripduiis he is spoken of bf residing in them; 1 and in 
tomb* hh mother Nut is often portrayed standing in the 
midst of a iycamora-trce and pouring a libation for the 
benefit of the dead * Jn one of the Fynunid Text* we 
read, ,k il aU to dice. Sycamore, which enctone^t the god' 4 ;" 
and in certain temples the statue of Osiris used w be 
placed for seven days upon branches of sycamore*. The 
explanation appended in the sacred rents declares that the 
placing of the Image on the tree was tntended to recall 
I he seven months passed by Osiris in tile womb of Ilia 
mother Nut, the goddess of the sycamtwo- 7 The rile rcCiillfl 
the story that Adonis was bom after ten months* gestation 
/torn a myrrh-tree." Further* In a sepulchre at How 
(Diospdis Farv-i) a tamarisk depicted overshadowing 
the tvmb of Osiris, while a bird as perched among the 
branches with the significant legend 11 the sou! of Qwlt^ * 
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shaking tlml lilt spirit of the dead p-*] was believed to 
haunt tiia sacred tree-' Again, in the scries of sculptures 
which illustrate the mystic history of Osiris in the great 
temple of laid at f'hitae, a tamarisk is figured with two men 
pouring water on it. The accompanying inscription leaves 
no donbf, says lJrugsch, that the verdure of the earth was 
believed to be connected with the verdure of the tree, and 
that the sculpture refers to the grave of Osiris at t'hilac, of 
which Plutarch tells us that it was overshadowed by a mrikidt 
plant, taller than any olive-tree. This sculp Hire, it may be 
observed, occurs in the same chamber in which the god is 
represented s« a corpse with ears of com springing from 
him,* In inscription* lie is referred to as 'the one in the 
tree,* " the solitary one in the acada/' mid so forth . 1 On 
the monuments he sometimes appears as a mummy covered 
with a t/tc or with pi a tits ;* ami trees are represented grow¬ 
ing from his grave . 1 

It accords with Lite character of Osiris as a tree-spirit ott™ in 
that lib worsldppcre were forbidden to injure freh-trees, and 
with In* character a* a ginJ of vegetation an general ih at w*Uk it* 
they were not allowed to stop tip tvelb of water, which urc ’ VJ - 
tn important for the irrigation of hot southern lands.* 
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According to one legend, he taught men to train the vine 
to jkiScs, to prune if 5 .^Lijjcrflyou* foliage, and to ext rue E 
the juice of the grape* 1 In jpapyrus of Nebaeni written 
about 1550 Ea* Osim h depicted sitting m a shrine, from 
the roof of which hang cluncre of grapes:* and in the 
papyrus of the royal scribe Nefcht we see the god enthroned 
in front of a pool, fmm the tank* of which & luxuriant vine* 
with many hunches of gnpe^ grows towards Lhe green face 
or the ^atei! deity* 1 Tile ivy was sacred tu him, anid was 
called his plane because it is alwiy* green.* 


§ 3. Qstris 4 i God tif Ftriilify 


0« ™ As a gud of vegetation Osiris was naturally conedvtd 

£X> 715 :i god, of creative energy in gevtenU, tjnec men at a certain 
» * ir»i or stage of evolution fail todfatmguiah between the reproductive 
Powers of animals and of plants, Hence a striking feature 
in his worship was the coarse but expressive symbolism by 
which this aspect of his nature was presented to the eye not 
merely of the initiated bat of itm ihuiLiLudc. At his festival 
wanna Used to go about the villages Binging songs in Ins 
praise and carrying obscene images of him which they set 
in motion by means of strings-* The custom was probably 
a charm lo ensure the growth of Use crops. A similar image 
of him, decked with all the fruits of die > irlh, fa said lo have 
stood in a IccnuEc before □ figure uf Ids* ami En the chatlibcii 
dedicated to him at FMlae the dead god h portrayed lying 
on Ms bier in an altitude which indicates In the plainest way 
that even In death his generative virtue was not extinct but 
only suspended p ready to prove a source of life mid fertility 
to the world uheri the opportunity should offer Hymns 
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aiMreiwd to Osiris contain Alluifcin* tn t Ids {mjXHUiti ultfe 
of hk rmfifi? In one of iltrin it k said that the work! 
waxes grtvn in H iurbph through liitn ; and another itedarti, 
"Thm* wt Hie father and mother of mankind* they live on 
thy bfcaih f they sutatst on the flesh of thy body" 1 We 
may conjecture that in this paterttel he was ^uppc^ed, 

like other gods of fertility* to bless mm and women with 
offspring* anil that Hie processions at ha festival were 
intended to promote this object as wall as to quicken the 
*eed in the gnus ini. h would be to misjudge ancient 
religion Ko denoumTc m Lewd and profligate the emblems 
anil thir certi Jinnies which the Egyptians employed for the 
pur [post of giving effect to this conception or the divine 
power. The ends which they proposed to tbtmticlves in 
the .? riu^i were natural and laudable ; only the means tiiey 
adopted in compass them were mistake,;] A similar fallacy 
induced Hie Greeks to adopt a like symbolism in their 
Dfonyilac festival^ anti the superficial but striking teseiii- 
bianco thus produced between Hie two rcHgtou* has perhaps 
more than anything etae misled inquires, both ancient and 
modern, into identifying w.^hifrt which, though certainly 
akin in nature, are perfectly distinct and independent; if! 
origin* 1 
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We have seen that in one of his aspects Osiris was the Ax c4 
ruler and judge of the dead* To a people like-1be Egyptians, 
who net only believed in a life beyond the grave but actually ^f r J “ 
sjjent much of their time, labour, and money in preparing itsz gort 
for ft, this office of the god must have appeared hardly, it 
at aJlp less important than hb function of making the- earth 
to bring forth its fruits in due season* We may assume 
that in the faith of his worshippers the two provinces of the 
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g<xl were inti merely cormr'-leiL In Living their dead hi 
the grave they committed them tu ho beeping who emld 
raire them from the duat b> life? eternal, even a> he caused 
the «^d to spring from the ground. Of that faith the com- 
stuffed effigies of Olivia Fmmd in Kgyptian tonib* fiurtiinh an 
eloquent anti unequivocal testimony. 1 The y were m once 
an emblem and an uiHliUifimst of resurreetkm. Thti* fmtn 
the sprouting of the grain the ancient Egyptian* drew an 
auginy of human hu mortality, They are not tire only 
people who have built lire fame towering hope* on lire 
tame slender fauiulRtinn. 11 TIuhj tenl s that which thnu 
sowrat, thou soweit not that body that vhaU be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of Mime other grain but 
God givelh it a IwxJy a* il hath phsnretl him, and Ira every 
*recd his own body. So also 1% the lesafteetloTi tire dead 
It h mwn in corruption; it biased in incorrupt Foil : it i* 
sown in weakness; it is raised in power i it is town a 
natural body * it h raided a ^uriliiat bflify. 11 1 
oral ^ god who thm frd hh people with hi* tmn lifdktm 

body !n this life, and wins held nut to them a premi-itr of a 
«rrnruhl|l btifiiful eternity In a better world hereafter, natural!) reigned 
*4 Omlni Mjprcitte in tlreir affections SVe need not wonder, therefore, 
that in Egypt the wort hip of the other god I wan ovc^ 
shadowed by that of Osiris anil that wink they ivcre 
r--\mtl each in hi* own distritt p he and his divine piinner 
Ills were adorn) in ah. 1 
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CHATTER VS 

Tjik original meaning of the goddess Uh h stfll invre w 
difficult to dotitmfM than that . f her brother and husband 
Osiris Her attribute* and epithet am? 50 mimrrou* that ^ 
lit Ite hieroglyphics ahe h called “the muiy-named,'' “ the 
thoiUMd-mmaV 1 and in (iieek iar-tifptforii 41 thr myriad- 
named/ 11 The late eminent Mutch scholar C. P, Tide 
cunfe^ed rand idly Uiut “it h now imposasiWe to tdl pre- 
cljdy to tvhmt tiaiur.it pHevKimetui Hie character of Isis at 
fir^t referred^ Yet be add*, ^ Orifjirt«1Iy she waa a goddes* 
of fecund sty/' 0 Similarly Dfv Ritdge writ m that “ Iris 
the nre.is ansi beneficeur goddes* a nd mother, whose influence 
iiud toie pervaded alt heaven arid earth and the abode of 
thi! dead* and slur w,^ ilttr pcrvonlficatiorn of the great 
femtnuie, Creative power which conceived, and brought forth 
cvet> ! living creatine and thirty fron? the god’ in heaven ?t> 
man on thr tartly and Id the insect on the ground j whal 
die brought forth die protected* and cared for, and fed, and 
nourhhnd, and she employed ht-t life in using her power 
graciuiisfy uni uj.... ssfully, not only in creating new* befnga 
l»ut in restoring those thm wenr dead. She was, besides 
these tilings the highest type of a faithful and loving wife 
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mid mother, and ft was in tliin capacity that the FgyptEjusn 
honoured and worshipped her most .' 11 
hb Tim* in Iter character of a gnddeis of fecundity i ds 
Jit chffiinvi J**wwered to the great mother gdibwi of Asia, though *He 
< 8 ®^ from them in the Chaatily and fidelity <tf Iter conjugal 
CfeAinx* life: for while iht.y were unmarried and dk-uluie, she had a 
^ A»U, husband and wan 4 true wife to him a* well its an a [feet innate 
mother to their son. Hence her beautiful Madonna-like 
figure reflect* 4 mote refined state uf society and of morale 
tlwn the cuur«c h sensual, cruel figure* of A*tafte, Antritis, 
Cybcte, and the rest of that crew, \ clear trace, indeed, of 
ati ethical standard verj- different from our own Ungers in 
her dtiubli* relation of sister and wife to Osiris, toil in most 
other respect* she i* rather late than primitive, the fhll-blnwn 
flower rather than the seed of a long religions development 
"Hit attribute* ascribed to her were too various K* lir ail 
her own. They were graces borrowed from many lesfer 
deities, sweets rifled from a thrum rid bumbler plants to 
feed the honey of her superb efflorescence. Yet in her 
complex nature it is perhaps still possible to detect tire 
original nucleus mum l which by 1 slow process of accretion 
la* Ihe other elements gathered For if her brother and husband 
Ojrfcri* was in one of his aspects the com-god, as we have seen 
■ ifoiiitii reason to believe, she must surely have beet) the cam-goddess, 
rfiheann X( lcn: - nre , lt Ids? some grounds for thinking so For if we 
may trust Diodorus Siculus, whose authority appears to have 
been the Egyptian historian Manet ho. the discovery of wheat 
and barley was attributed to Isis, and at her festivals stalk* 
of these grains were carried in procession to coimucimjiiite 
the boon she had conferred on men,’ A further dctidL i, 
added by Augustjnc Me says that Isis mark the discovery 
of barley at the moment when she wa< sacrificing to the 
common ancestors of her husband .ind herself, aij or whom 
had been kings, and that she showed the newly discovered 
ears of barley to Osiris and his councillor Thotfc or 
Mercury, as Roman writers called him. Tliat ts why. 

1 E A, Witta fhn2|{r, TL 1 6W 1 wks*^ «n ttw *ti!j ntseJon .H 

r*<Jhr/iy«a. li. »3 h; {7 f.l. jmfatlittf u wu|> ihr rnn*rfc 

• Ihwkr, ;i SkvJai, L 1+ 1 ,J. ,1m- Of (h- -ui- 

KukIh'ii* J/Vutr^rtf/M AWvyWtf, ILL wm tmc iHuji fd 

j' •l'*-*.** inm EfkHJnx. * Mnnelhci. 


OLA*, T 1 


IS/S 


1*7 


wld* AagunirttS, llity identify lib with Centra . 1 Further, 
ut hanKst-limc, when the Egyptian reapers had cut ihc first 
^uSks, they laid them dt?wn md heat their brents. wailing 
and celling upon Isk 3 Tb< custom has been already ex- 
plained a lament for the eom-spirit slain tinder the sicklft* 
AmniEljgst the epithets by which Uk is designated in the in- 
option a are " (,ratR« of grren things,” “Green godde**, 
who^c green colour k like unto the greennr:^ of the earth." 

11 Lsdy of Bread,” 11 Lftdy tif Beer, 4414 Lady of Abundance"* 
According to BrflJ*ch ibt fo "not only the cteaTress of the 
fresh verdure of vegetation which covers tbe earth, but it 
actually the j^een corn-field itself, which is personified -us a 
g<ulde&i .." 1 This lit Confirmed by her epithet Svckitm Svtkff, 
mciinliig "a com-field/ a sense which the word still retains 
in f "optic-* Tbi Greeks conceived of bis as «i com goddess 
for they identified her with iJrmeicr. 1 in a Greek epigram 
ihc h described a* rt -die who has given birth Jo the fruits of 
the earth/ and ifc the mother of the ear> of corn" , f nurd In 
a hymn composed in her honour ihc frpenks of herself as 
* queen of thr wheat-field/ and is described ai “ charged with 
the cate ns the fruitful furrows wheat-rich path" 1 Accord* 

I ugly, Greek nr Roman artists often represented her with cars 
or corn on her head or hi her hand. 1 * 1 

Such, we may suppose, was Isis in the edden time, a feitnnmi 
rustic Corn-Mother adored with uncouth rites by Egyptian 
£ wains* But the homely features of the clownish goddess or SC* m 

could hardly^ be traced in the refined, the saintly form which. 
spiritualized by ages of religions evolution* ahe presented to lirftrer 
her worshippers of after ctoys as the true wife* ihc tender 
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mother the beneficent quceti of nature, ciidirM with the 
nimbus of moral purity; of ImmcTtiariiU and mysirnniiA 
sanctity. T hm chastened and tran figured sbe won rnarjy 
hearts far beyond the bottrukrjes of he* native land. In that 
welter of religions which accompanied the decline of national 
life in aniicfuily hf-r worship was one of th r mo*t popular at 
Rnm^ and throw ghoul the empire Some of : lie Konutn 
emperors themselves were openly addicted to it. 1 And how- 
ever the religion of Jsis may, like any other* have been often 
worn as a cloak by men and women of loose life, her rites 
appear on the whole to have been hum ninthly distinguished 
by a dignity and composure, a Milcamiiy* irn! decorum wdl 
filled to soothe the troubled mind, to ease the htmkuud heart. 
They appealed therefore to gentle spirits, and ibovn nil to 
women, whom the bloody and licentious rites of other 
Oriental goddesses only shocked and repelled. Wc ncctl 
riot wonder, them that in a period of decadence, when 
traditional faiths were shaken, when system*! dashed, when 
men'* minds were disquieted, when the fabric of empire 
Itsdf, woe deemed eternal, began to ihrnv ominous rents 
and fissures, the wnene figure of lib with her tpiritual 
caJm t her gracious prom Lie of immortality, vh fluid have 
appeared to many like a star in a stormy iky, and shot]Ed 
have routed Tn thdr breast* a rapture of divert Idn not unlike 
ibflt which was p.ikl hi Mir Middle Age:, in i!,- Virgin 
k-^nw Mi try. fnifccd her stately ntual, with its shaven and 
tonflned prior*, Et» maiitis and veaper^ its tinkling Diumic, 
Uadunikm- its baptism iind ospGrdous of holy water, its -oleum pn> 
cession-i, its jewelled inures of the Mother of God, piesenicd 
many points of similarity to ihe pomps *nd ceremonies of 
Catholicism- 1 The r^sentblinee need not be purely oed- 
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<lcnt.iL Aiidtrn Egypt may have contributed its share 
to the gorgMJin symbolism of the Catholic Church su* wdl 
as to the jhvlL* abstract if >mt of hi-r theology,' Certainly in 
art the figure of bis tuck ling the infant HortJS is so like 
iha: of the Madonna and child that 1c ha= sometime* 
received the adoration of ignorant Christians 1 And to 
Wft in her later character of patroness of mariners -he 
Virgin -Mary perbipn owes her beautiful epithet nf .S tttta 
Mitrts, " Star of ihe Sea," under which she is adored by 
tempest tossed sailors 1 The attributes of a marine deity 
may have been bestowed on Isis by the sea faring Greeks 
of Alexandria. They art quite foreign to her original 
character and to the habit* of the Egyptians, who had no 
love of the sea. 1 (in this hypothesis Sirius, the bright star 
of Isis, filch on July mTurnings rises from the gfns*y waves 
uf thr eastern Mtdiicrrancan, a harbinger nf halcyon weather 
to mariners, wa* the true SUf/tt Maris, “the: Star of the 
Sta,” 
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CHAPTER VII 

OSlkLS AND THE SUN 

Ostris bn* been sometimes interpreted as the mm-gori ; 
and in Hiftiwn times ihi* view ha% been held by bo many 
distinguished writers that it deserve* a brief examination. 
If we Inquire an what evidence Osin* hft=, been identified 
with Lbc Aim i>r the sun-god, It will be found ou analysis 
to be minute In quantity and dinbLoun, where It ii not 
absolutely worthier, in quality Hie ifQJgcui j ahlun .kj, flic 
first modern jciioiaf to collect and sifi: the lc*U atony of 
classical writer* on Egyptian religion, say* that it can be 
shown in many way* that Osiris h Uu? iqn, and that lie 
could produce a cjmtd of wibictwi to prove It, but that ft h 
needle* lo do *o ( sinec no learned man is fgiturart >>f the 
facL 1 Of the writers whom he condcaccittU to quote, the 
only twn who express*iy identify GaiM* with ihr iuti air 
Diodorus anti Macftihfua The pavwgi* in 1 >hxfofLi% run* 
thins 1 w lt U aatfi ihat the aboriginal inhabitants of Egypt, 
looking up to the -'..y. and * mil ten with awe and wonder ai 
the nature of the universe* cuppOKtl that there vine two 
goda, eternal and primaeval, thr Min and the whom 

they named the &tm Odm uid the moon Id* " Even if 
Diodorus** auihoilty for this statement is Manet her, a* tins** 
h tome grmuW for believing* - I idle or no weight can l»e 
attached to it. For It in plainly a philosophical, and there- 
fore a late, explanation of the first bcgimimg& of Egyptian 
religion* reminding us of Kants familiar saying about 
the Many heavens and the moral Jaw rfllhrr than of the 
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trarflnon^ of n primitive people. Jablonskfa second 
authority, MataoWua, h no better, but rather ww** F« 
Maerohlus wa> ihr father of that large family of inytlt- 
plngitti who revive all or tft&it goda into the sun. Accord¬ 
ing to lum Mercury ivn> the un, Man was the sun, Jamis 
was the *lm t Saturn was the ^un, «i was Jupiter* also 
Nemwis, litccwL.sc Pan, mid hi no through a great part of 
thr paiLthtr^n, 1 It was natural, therefore, that he should 
kknnTy Qstth with the sun" but his reasons for doing so 
Bft exceedingly ;lighL He refers to the ceremonies of 
d tamale fa mental ion and joy as if they reflected ibe 
vidnitudc* of the great luminary fn hi$ course through the 
nky, f urther, he argues then Osiris must be the sun 
because an eye wa- one of his svmlials. h fs true that 
an eye ara*! a symbol of QsmV and it also true that the 
fltin was often coiled *the eye of Hocu**;* yel the co¬ 
incidence hardly ^uilice^ to r^tabiish the identity of the two 
dr.'ilic-. I he opinion that Osiris wa.i the sun U also 
mentioned, but not accepted, by Plutarch, 1 and it h referred 
to by Fa rm \a h l iter: i us,* 

Among&t modem scholar^ Lepsius* in identifying Osiris Ttaui* 
with the *uu, appear- io rely mainly on Tile passa^ of 
l>iodoru" already quoted. Hut the motnttncttls.. he adds, o«r:i »ta 
aLw show “ Thai down to a late time Osiris was sometime:. 
conceived as A‘a In this quality lie is named Osiris^R,! Haunts 
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(wm inm even in the * Br < h tif the Deud, 1 and Ish t* often c.dled " the 
2S !!J! y royal con-tort of Kii K W 1 That k* wsti both the physical ini 
«bt*iut and the sun gin 1 I* mu Jimmied , bill with every dr fere cc 
for thf authority of v* great a scholar £t» Lcpsiu% we may 
doubt whether the fdentlficaUon of Qdrb with k* can 
be accepted *=■ proof that Odds wvn originally the tnm. 
SkKh Foi Ibe religion of ancient Kgypt 1 may lie described a* 
a confederacy of local cults which* while maintaining against 
iT<an* each other a certain fncasnrrc of jeatotu and even hostile 
jjjj a|rr , , c , independence. wen? yet constantly subjected to the fu-ung 
'i-'" n:: tind urriidgaiH.Ltmg inrlnrmft of polfbcal ccntnliiatten and 
'run^jL- philoaopblc thought. The history of the religion appears 
puriT | 0 have largely coupled of a struck between thc?e 
opposite forces or tendencies, On the one >rJe there wh * 
the conservative tendency Lo pni^'rvc the local cults ivith all 
their distinctive feaiunns, fresh* "-harp, and crisp as they hud 
been handed down from an immemorial past On the other 
side there was the progressive tendency* favoured by the 
gradual fusion of the people under a central 

government, first to did) the edge of these provincial dip* 
tlrictiofU' anti finally to break them down completely and 
merge them in a single national t dig ion. The con serve live 
party probably mustered in Its ranks the great bulk of the 
people* thdr prejudices and affections being warmly enlisted 
in favour of tile local deity, with whose temple and riles 
they had been fu mi liar from childhood ; and the popular 
dislike of change* based on the endearing effect of old 
association. must have been strongly triifforecd by the less 
disinterested opposition of the local clergy, who&- mMcm) 
Interests would necessarily mdler wit h any decay of fbeir 
shrine On the other liand the kings, whose power smd 
glory tow: with the political and ecclesiastic I consolidation 
of the realm, were the natural champions of religious unity ; 
and their efforts would be seconded by the refined and 
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lluDu^litlul i it is i r i r it y F who could hardly fail to be shocked by 
the qiiuiy barbiiruuu and rev nil in ^ demerits in the local 
rkc^. A 4 us uni ty kappem in such ca^s, the (iroec*?. of 
rclfyliDus uni Region appears to have heed largely effected 
by di-tcoveiinK jtolmsof simtlirity, retd or imagiuaty* between 
the provincial deities, which were thefetspon declined to be 
only different names or aomfesiatioixs of Lhc same 

Of the deiticui who thus acted as centres uf alt ruction, viv* 
absorbing in themselves a tmiltitnric of minor divinities, by 
far the most important wss the sun-god fta- There appear mimm* 
bo 1 uivz hr-fk few i^ods in Egypt who were not at one time *™* tirraI 
nr «-tlier Identified with him, Ammon of i liebea, Homs of mthihm 
the K,isl p i!om> of Edfu, L'himm uf Elephantine, Turn of tJ|t 
McHehj<?Ji 4 , all were regarded u one god, the sim liven 
the iiater^-CHl Sobk, in spite of his Crocodile shape, did not 
tscajH the rntmc fate. Indeed one king, Ameuoplii* t V Annpi rf 
undertook u> sweep away all the old ill _i sLroke and 
replace them hy & ainjjJe god, the "great living dkc oJ the ■b g tfi ^ 
sum * 1 In flic liymiw comiMised In his honour, thin deity Is SamT* 1 * 
referred to u “tbs living disc of the nun, besides whom tiieic t*L 
is none other.” He U said to have made "the far heaven" 
and " men, beasts, and bircb; he itreiigiheneih the eyes 
with hi* faeam* h and when he dioweth himself, all fiowert 


■ 1 Vn tliiH nlivra^E^t 1 pvijj p(i fi-ti m 
trlhulun « tap.ivw in 

.f udT, tWittaxAitjArm 
t* Ikr-Jim* i S 51, yjj. 19^ 301 ; A, 

At&fUrn ttflW ffr 4 //.‘rr, 

L j| ;v J« ^Vht-Jnp^ 74 - SSS- 

ni ■ **-* D** *gyftiu*t #**'??-x*,\ 

ry Jf<-8 4 ; H //wfjiy ^ 

(L^'Sekm, J^ 9 l. I- f ti *T -1 
A, VVic'Jgnmin, .4^/J'r r- -ti ^r.-.wlfi 
(G-jiTa, tSB**, jrp J*6 i^4 

1 ^- 4i'-v« pp- i 

frf.. jto/rtMijp 

^ C I*. TWfc 

tm ±, i G, 

VLu^ 1711.1. tiirfju* e*isnur Jrj ft*fit I 

& /VnW ii VM 

E A WaLIIi RricFj^E, « 

it oy~n* t J, ll + HfRaiiM. 
liliifjy jr/fbr 4 ’^ishI M&ftis** 

J'ltij j^-S' r |’v ; A, 

AVfi.fi f */p if /r*M \^ em 

V«i *i:i! l^llk p[K 


A «rrj R|HPjwth«ic *«niui of ihn 
rTlUnLt kjliifi utornrr 1* 

by | r pii-i ruif J. FL nrrwitr-.l 
nV/nwr ^ ^ ^ 

w < 4 mAa* M&ffy pp 
Aiciprvfijih i 1 TV, friiEntd fr^tn ptanii 
1 j u r e. Hu ue* oifftlAl, 

Ai1scta[on H iF ■r---‘frr F i ii cl An^jfnat 
uni ii iTic 1 h 1 tin! uf tk Mk* 

Utii«n Slusiphb diut TlktLw. Tl* 
ba* t* j n rr ,fc ef j.11 thr 

rtovFhl tJw BJiM£ cuirkaJ And *L tli* 
Hint fimr Lfcw iiwmi ^u«;, H 

Til fipklft 111- All J n?rhlil 

pr^iitkriiifl* mmr. «flbrr|»n 
dm throve hi* iP«i.i»rr, Qiiffti T®i 
Tm imikIvi lht.il ^uaLtbc tik*d In bh 
**m*. Bur ihi* ilwwy *\'\mn t<? Fi *vt 
btttl ftfisinl hf the dU^>Vrry In U}a$ 
ol silt- rnmIn d ^Ns«n tSh fn.iral'i, fhi 
1 * .111 nil af wllfcli tre tif pun 
mh Ser A, M^frf + r*f- pp* 
46 if 


It# QSfJifS AND THE SUN *ook m 

lure and grow* the meadows Hourssh at bin irpgoleg and 
are drunken at IiIh sight, all cattle *kfp on their feel, 
and the birds that ate in the marsh flutter for joy ' It f* 
he "wtiu brihgeth the years, create th the months, rnaketli 
the days, ealcuUteth the hours, the Jurtl of time, liy whurti 
men reek on/ In lit* *edj Tor the unity of god, the king 
commanded to era the names of ell other god* from the 
monuments, and to dr troy their bruises. His mge wa* 
particularly directed agnixist the god Ammon, wrboss name 

and likeliest were effaced wherever they wrn 1 blind ■ evf>n 
Hie s;metfty of the bomb wo* violatcrd in order to destroy 
the memorial? of the haled deity, Ijs some of the hu\h of 
the great temple* at Carnap Lu*cr?r, and other place*, all the 
mimes of the ^uda, with a few chance exception^ were 
scratched out The monarch even changed hi* own name, 
Amcnophia, because it was compounded of Ammon, and 
took instead the name of Gba-fm-atm, fcl gbam of the ^lan*^ 
diae.^ Thebes itsdf r the ancient capital of his gbriuus 
ancestors, full • -f the monument > of their piety and idolatry, 
was no longer a fit home for the purbart king. He darted 
it, and built for him*df a new capital in Middle tgypt 
ai the place now known as TdJ-ch A inarm. Mere in a 

few yearn a city of palaces and garden n rose like an 
exhalation At Ms command, aru! here the king, hiw dearly 
loved wife and children, and hi^ complaisant court'rrs 
led a merry life The grave and -sombre ritual of Thebes 
was discarded, The itin'go*! was worshipped wijh songt 
and hymtu, with the music of hrsrp^ and flutes* with 
String * of cake* and fruits and floivcrsc Blood seldom 
stained hi- kindly altars The Ling hlpiadf celebrated the 
officer of religion* He preached with Lines ion. and we may 
be ^nre that his courtiers listened with at least an outward 
semblance of devotion* From the too-fuithful portraits of 
hi mud i which he has bequeathed to us we an still picture 
to ourselves the heretic king in the pulpit, with hh tail, 
bnlsy figure, his bandy le^s. his pot-belly, his bug, lean, 
h^ggHird face aglow with the fever of rdkdou* fanaticism' 
Yet “the doctrine” ns he loved to call it, which he 
proclaimed to his hearers was apparently no stem message 
of renunciation in this world, of terrors tn the world to 
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come. The *of death, of jt^mcntp and of a 
life beyond the grave, which weighed like a night man; 
nri the minds of the Egyptians, kciii to have been 
bant shed for a time. Even the name of Oniric the 

awful judjpr of %h& dead, is not once mentioned frr-fchc 
at TdJ-ebAmarn*. A[l tltte hinted only during the 
tife of the reformer. His de^th was# followed by 4 violent <r 
reaction, Hie old god* were reinstated hi their rank and 
privileges: thdr name* and Images were restored, at id new 
temple* were builL But all the * brine* and palace* reared 
by the lute king were thrown down : t*vcn the- sculptured, 
that referred to him and 10 hl» gad In rock-Uifiibs and on 
tile ride* of hill* were eras'd or filled up with stUEXO bin 
name appear* on no hler mtetlillticiit, atid wns carefully 
omitted from All official Jin*.. The new captMl wus 

abandoned. never to be inhabited again* li* plan ran 
mill he traced In the sand* of the desert. 

Tilts attempt of King AmenophE IV. h only an ex¬ 
treme example of a tendency which appears U> have 
affected the religion of Egypt 1* far hack as we can 

trace it Therefore* to comr bach to our point, in attempt- 1 ifenuih** 

mg to dltcover the original character of any Egyptian god, 
no weight can be given 10 the idetitlfiratinit of biin with ***t 14 m* 
other gods, lean of all with the sun-god R«u Far from 
helping to follow up the trail, these fdimltfica linns only cro*> 
ami cstnfu^c it. The best evidence for the original character 
of the Egyptian gods is to be found in their ritual and *«* 
tnytlia, su fur as the^c -ire known, and in the manner in 
which they are portrayed on the mo mi men tv It h niainiy 
on evidence drawn from these source*, tlm i ren my 

Interpretation of OrirE. 

Tile ground upon which some modern writers seem diirlly Tht*}*? 
to rdy for the identic caiioti of Osiris with tb sun h that ouH?ikL 
the story of his death fits better with the solar phenomena »m «*pw 
than with any other in nature. It may roudily tic admitted 
thiii the daily appearance and dr appearance of the sim 
might very naturally be expressed by a myth of his death 
and resurrection ; and writers who regard Osiris as the nun 
arc careful to Indicate that it is Thr diurnal, and not the 
aniuaiii, course of the sun to which they understand the 
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myth to apply, Tints Rcnouf, who Identified Oatrifl with 
the stilt, admitted that the Egyptian sun ctutEd not with arty 
show of reason be described as dead in winter , 1 But if his 
diiily death was the theme of the k^end, why \vi> tt cekbiaicd 
by an annual ceremony? This (lie t alum* *eeiti» CatjJ to the 
interpretation of the myth up descriptive of i unset and Him* 
ri*e* Again, though the sun mtiy be *uM to die daily, in 
what sense cun he be said to be u.*m in pieces ? 1 
T)* draft* In Lhc course of our Inquiry It hn- k I trust, been made 
■SkaTerf dear that there is another natural phenomenon to which the 
o^i=‘ eoMccptinn of death ami resurrect km is as applicable as to 
1 unset Arid sunrise, and which, as a rtinTti^r of fact, ban b< gei 
*o conceived -iin! represented in folk-custom. That phcw»>» 
men in i is rite annua! growth ami decay of vcgetalimi. A 
J “' y™t ** fC,n *T r ^ AMm fcr interpreting the death of Odrh am the 
del sty of vegetailon rasher than as ihe *un:-ct is to be fbtmd 
in tlic genera!, though no! uniuifnmu** voter of amiquily, 
which classed together the worship and mythi of Osiris. 
Adonis, Artis, DtonyaLi*, and 1 kinder. as religious of 
essentially the same type 1 Tim consensus of ancient 
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opinlnn on this subject seemi too great to tic rejected as 4 
mere fancy* So closely did the riles of Chins resemble 
tW*.e of Adonis At Hyhltas that *omc of the people of 
My bins l hem selves mai n rained that it Osiris and not 
Adonis whose death was mourned by therm 1 Such a view 
could certainly not have been field if the rituals of rite two 
godf* had not been so alike as lo be almost, SndfeTitigufeliiibJe* 
Herodotus found the similarity between the rites of Os Ms 
anil DkmysUf so great, that he thought it impossible the 
latter could have arisen independently; they must. he 
have been recently borrowed, with flight alterations* 
by i he Greeks from thr Kgypfians. 1 Again, Finlandia very 
keen student of comparative feitgfcm, insi.Hts upon the de¬ 
tailed resemblance of the rite* of Q*irt* in tbwe of 
We canm -1 reject the evidence of such intdtigcfil and trust¬ 
worthy witnesses on plain matters of fee! which fell under 
their own cognizance. Their explanations of the wi" v Jups 
it h indeed possible to reject, lor the meaning of religious 
pills is often open to question h but rttcmWsmcc* of ritual 
are matter* of observation, Therefore, those who explain 
Quirk as the sun arc driven to the alternative of either 
dismissing vw mistaken tte; tcftfotpny of antjqufty to the 
similarity of the rites of Osins. Adonis, Attfe, Dionysus, 
and Ddfiscter. or of interpreting all these rite* as sum worship* 
No modem scholar has fairly faced and accepted either side 
oS this alternative. To accept the former would be to affirm 
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that we know the rite* of tiiev- .leiLiu better than the men 
who practised, or at least who witnessed them. To accept 
the latter would involve a wrenching, dipping, mangling, and 
dhs.ifling of inylh and ritual from wlikh evr:, M-icrohius 
shrank. 1 On the other hand, the view that the essence of jJJ 
the>e rites Was The mimic death and revival of vegetation, 
explain* them .-tqsaralely and collectively in an easy and 
natural way, and harmonize! with the general testimony 
borne by the ancient?. to their substantia! similarity. 

' 'IlLJLi, Ateb, Aii'.rcbj, 4Ml [Wjun K .r,.,T I It u n* hjuca. 
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OSIftTS AND THE MOOS’ 

BRrortF m conclude this study of Osiris [t will be rkkw-u 
wr,;tii while to OJtmktcr an ancient view of his nature, 
which dcvirve- more attention (ban it ha- received in £r7>!, 
tnrtflcrn times, We are told by FliiUrch that amot* the 
philosophers who saw in the god* of Egypt personifications 
ol natural objects and fortes, there wcj-t some who inter¬ 
preted Osiris as the moon ami his enemy Typhon as the 
sun, '* because (he moon, with Iter humid and generative 
light, is favourable to the propagation of animal* and the 
growth of plants ; while (he »i»n with his fierce fire scotches 
and burns up all growing things, render? the greater part 
of the rarth uninhabitable by reason of his blare, and often 
mrrpowejs the moon taftetfi" 1 Whatever may be thought 
of the physical qualities bene attributed to thr moon, the 
arguments adduced lay the undents to prove rhe identity nf 
Osiris with that luminary carry with them a weight which 
ho at least not been lightened by the results nf modern 
research, An examination of them and of other evidence 
pointing in the same direction will, perhaps, help to set the 
original character of the Egyptian deity in a clearer light * 

1. Osiris was said to have iived or reigned twenty-eight 
years- This might fairly be taken as a mythical expression 
for a lunar month* 

2 Hb body was reported to have Ixrcn rvnt into fourteen 
pieces.* This might he interpreted of tire watting moon, 

1 I’iUKtthi hit *t Oihtt, *r. j?4 M 
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which appears to lose a portion of itself on each of die four¬ 
teen day 3 that make up the second ha.I1 of a lunar mouth. 
It tn expressly said that hi* enemy Typhon found the body 
of Onirb at the full moon ;* thui the dLamembetment of iJuj 
god wtfnld begin with the waning of tin moon. To primitive 
man it mm* ntanifcul that the waning moon b actually 
dwindling, and tie naturally enough explain* its diminution 
by supposing that the planet ii being rent or broken In 
pieces or eaten away, The Kin math tmihim of Drtgnn 
%imstk of the moon a§ w tbe ono broken to piece* with 
reference to its chunking aspect : they nevtr apply such a 
term to the snn t * apparent change of bulk a l differ cat 

reasons of the year is far to* Insignificant to attract the 
attention of the savage, or at leas! to lie dc^crilttd by him in 
such forcible language. The Daofthtv believe that when the 
moon Li full, a great many little mace begin to nibble ai one 
side of it aud do not ce^r dll they have eaten It all up, 
after which a neiv moon is bum am! grow* tn maturity, only 
to share the fate of Its comities pttrfccc sor-:.* A liirtihr 
belief tfi held by the HtimU of the Carp*thtBU9| except that 
they ascribe I lie destruction of the old moon to wolves 
instead of to mice 4 

j* At Tin: new rnrxm erf the monlh Phamenoth, w hich 
was the beg inning of spring, the Egyptians celebrated what 
they called h the entry of Osiris into the moon.” 1 

4 , At the ceremony called 11 the burial ol Osiris * the 
Egyptians made a crescent -shaped chest M because the 
moon, when it approaches the sun, assumes the form of a 
crescent and vanishes. 1 ' * 

5 ^ he bull Api* held to be an image of the soui of 
Osiris; was bom Of a cow which wo* believed to have been 
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Impregnated, nol in ihe vulgar way by a bull, but hy a divine 
influence emanating from the moon, 1 

6. Once a year* at the full itinrtn, piga were sacrificed 
stimult ancon ily to the moon and Osirk * 

7. In .v hymn supposed to be addressed by his b Osiris* 
it is said thjLt Thoth—- 

M Ftmtk iky W r> ^ W M**t w 

in ALii mm* ^McA ii M w* vf Gqp Mc&bP 

And Again r~ 

'* TAfltf (FJ^ fitwtti fa at xTi a ffaid rrti-A meufAf 
ir* j£tr mi £MM* fa ftMlmsfitot* tAt* r 
7Wm tmxnaiUtm Attgkfam tkt kn'/ifamry 
Of tAt *ton vf 0ri$tt m Mr frmmmtmt ** 


Here then Osiris h identified with die n .. .n fn s*r term* 
if In the *ntitc hymn he U salti to *'illuminate u* like Ra 1 * 

(the fun], that is obviously no reiiaun for identifying him with 
th«? nn„ but t^ufte the contrary. For though the muon may 
reasonably br compared to the *uii p neither the sun nur 
any tiling else can reasonably be compared to itself! 

S. In Art Oifrii is sometimes represented as a human* 
headed mummy grasping in hi* bands hi* characteristic 
emblems itid wearing on hi* head* instead of the usual 
oxivrii, a Tull moon within a crescent/ 

Now If In one of his asjwcts Qririifi was originally ^ 
deity of vegetation* wc can easily enough understand 
why in a later and m^rc philosophic age he should *nh u* 
came to tic Lhu* identified or confounded with the moon ' 

For as soon as he begins to meditate upon the OUJs*t of 
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things the early philosopher is led by certain obridii* 
t ^ E?ll £ h appears nee* lo regard I he intxm a* Hie 

ii'St aLi 1 ultimate cauie of the growth of plant* hi the firnt place 
jjy^ he associate* hi apparent growth anil decay with the 
ri^ivV-iii growth and decay of tubl unary things, and Imagine* that lb 
Attdlmu c virtue of a secret sympathy the celestial phenomena wily 
it* produce those terrestrial charrgei which iti point of fact they 

awmfc merely resemble. Thus Pliny ray* that the moon may fairly 

be considered the planet of truth, "because it saturate-, the 
earth and by its approach fills bodies, while by m departure 
il empties them. Hence it is„ w he goc* nn t *thnt thdl-fch 
increase with the increase of the moon and that bloodies* 
creatures especially feel breath at thni time ; even the blood 
of men grows and diminishc* with the tight of the moon, and 
leaves and herbage also feci ihc same influence, hoc e the 
lunar energy penetrates all thing*" 1 " There h no doubt " 

writes Macmbui^ ‘“that the irumri is the author nod framer 
of mortal bodies, so much sn that some thing* expand or 
shrink as it waxes or Wiines." ^ Again:, Aldus GrlUuft puts 
in the mouth of a friend the remark that * the saint- thing* 
which grow with the waxing* do dwindle with the waning 
inoon/* and he quotes from a commentary of I'lmarch's on 
Hesiod a statement that the on Km h the only vegetable 
which violates this great law of nature by sprouting hi the 
wane and withering in the increase of the moon/ Scottish 
Highlanders allege that fn the incrca-Ht of the moon every¬ 
thing hm a tendency to grow or stick together; 4 and they 
call the second moon of lutttmn "the ripening moon" 
(GtijMt/i art W$atit&irfh\ bccftll& they imagine that crops 
ripen at much by its light us by day.' 
l'TjitJLaJ From this supposed Influence of the moon on lire life of 
[ „ plant and anftunK men h undent and modem times haw 

[Ilia liituf (JeEiliLret! .1 whcilr code of rules for the guidance of the 
husband man „ Hie shepherd, and others in the conduct of 
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their affairs. Thus an ancient writer on agriculture toys it 
tlowri OJ a maxim, that wiwtcver is to be sown should be 
sown while the moon to Waxing, and that whatever to to hr 
cut L-r gathered should lit cut or gathered while it to waning . 1 
A modern treatise on aujjerslition describes how the super- 
ititious man regulates all his conduct by the moon: " What¬ 
ever he would have to grow, he sets about it when site to in 
her increase; but for what fit would have mark less he 
chewfcs becjmnc ” 1 In Germany the phases of the moon 
arc observed by superstitious people at all the more nr even 
to-* Irnjjorinrit net ions of life, such as tilling the fields, 
building nr changing houses, marriages, hair-cutting, bleeding, 
cupping, and so forth. The particular rules vary In different 
places, but Uie principle generally followed to that whatever to 
done to Increase anything should he done while the moon 
to wax kg; whatever is done to diminish anything should 
In- done while she moon is waning. For example, sowing, 
[jj-sniiEig, a,jjJ grlftbtg should 1 jg clone in the first hmf wf v Ltir 
Ibe moon, but tbc felling of timber and mowing should be fh-n^i 

done in the second half . 1 In various parts of Europe it ! * Z™ 

to believed that plants, nails, hair, and corns, cut while the 
moon to wn the increase, will gn>w again fast, but that if cut hmUiotitr 

while it is on the decrease they witl grow slowly or waste 
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awAJ\* Hence prr'Wia who wink their hair to grow thick 
and long should cut it in the first half of the moon * On 
the same principle sheep ere shorn when the moon ijt 
waxing^ because it is supposed that the wool will then 
be longest and most enduring . 1 Some negroes qf the 
Gaboon think that taro and other vegetables never thrive 
H they art planted after full moon, but that they grow fast 
and strong if they are planted in the first quarter , 1 The 
Highlanders of ScoflsE*d n«tl to expect better crop* of 
grain by sowing their seed tn the moon's increased On the 
other hand they thought that garden vcgcUibit*, such us 
onions and Hath mil to need If they are sown in lire Increase, 
hut that they grow to pot-herbs if they are sawn in 
the wane . 1 So Thomas Tusser advised the pca^uit to 
Mkvt peas and beau^ in the wnnu of the moon 11 that they 
with the planet may rest a nd arise " f The Zulu welcome 
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tlir* first Apficarancti of the new wo >n with beating oi «jn-tns 
Am! oihtr demon ntAtfolu of joy ; but next tiny they abstain 
from all labour, ri thinking that if anything is sown on those 
chiyi they can never reap the benefit UiereoP * 1 Hut Ln ibis 
matter d' mowing ami planting a refined distinction is »™- 
litnM drawn by French, German, and Estonian peasant* ; 
plants which be^r fruit above ground arc sown by them 
when the moon is waxing, but plants which aft cultivated 
for the sika of thdf routs, such a* potatoes and turnips, me 
voitfB when the moon b waning . 1 * The reason for this dis¬ 
tinction It- be n vague idea that the waving moon 

i^ coming up and the .vailing moon going down* and that 
an -jrdmgly ftitfti which grow Upwards should be sown In 

iunner period* and fruits which grow downwards in the 
latter Belem beginning to plunL thek Cucno the FfpUes of 
Central America exposed the finest seed* for four risghto to 
the moonligbl/ but whether they did so at the waxing or 
waning of ike moon is not said. Even pots, it would seem, 
a re not exempt from this great tow of nature* In Uganda 
“ pel ten waited for the new moon to tppefer before baking 
their pot* „ when it was some days old, they prepared tJicir 
fires and baked the vessel* >’o potLer would bike ppt* 
when the moon was past the full, for he believed that they 
would he a failure, and would be sure to crack or break In 
the burning, if he did m>, and Uot his labour accordingly 
would for nothfag * 4 

A^ain, the waning of the moon has? been commonly tl* 
lecommeruliKJ bolh in ancient anti modern times as the 
proper time for felting tieea,* apparently because it was (a 
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thought fit And natural that the opera*inn of cutting down 
should be performed on earth at the time alien the lunar 
ijirb was f ho t-j liy, being cut down in the sky, In France 
before the Kevolutiun the forestry law-- enjoined that tree-* 
should only Ixr foiled after the moon had the full, 

Ail si in French bills announcing the sale of timber yon may 
still read a notice ih.it the wood was cut in the waning of 
the moon, 1 So among the Shins of Ilurma, when a house 
la lo be built, H is a rule Hint M a lucky day should be chosen 
lo commence Lhe cut ting of the bamboos The day must 
not Only be a fortunate one for the builder, but it must also 
be in the *ec&m] half of the month, when the moon fs 
waning, Shan i believe that if bamboos arc cut during the 
first half of the month, when the moon is waxing, they do 
not last wdl t as boring insects attack them and they will 
loon becotne rotten. This belief is prevalent all over the 
East, 111 A like belief obtains in varimia pani of Mexico- 
No Mexican will cut timljcr while the moon ts increasing : 
they say it must he rut while the moon waning or the wood 
wi 11 ccrtai nly rot - 1 n Colom bia, Sou th A merica, people think 
that com should only be sown and timber felled when the 
motm h on the wane. They say that the waxing tnooh 
draws the sap up through llie trunk and branches* whereas 
the sap flows down and leaves the wood dry during ihc 
wane of the moon* 1 Uiit some limes the opposite ruh- i* 
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adopted* and equally forcible arguments art urged in its 
dcfeciet Ttmis when the Wabondd of Easte-m Africa are 
about to build a house; they take care to cut the poets for 
it when the moon is on die increase; for they say that 
posts cut when the moon is wasting a way would soon rot. 
whereas posts cut while the moon is waxing are very 
durable.* The same rule is observed for the same reason in 
some juirts of Germany. 9 

But the partisans of the ordinarily received opinion have Ttw *«*» 
samel tines supported it by another reason, which introduces 

to tite second of those fallacious appearances by which i-;t.-or 
men have been led to regard the moon as the cause of growth IL,U L1:I - * 1 
Jg) plants. From observing rightly that dew falls most 
thickly on cloudless nights, they inferred wrongly that it 
was caused by the moon* a theory which the poet Aleman 
expressed In mythical form by saying that dew was a 
daughter of Zeus and the moon/ tfence the undents con¬ 
cluded that the moon Is the great source of moisture, m the 
iqjj y the great source of heal/ And as the humid power 
of the moon waa assumed to be greater when the planet 
wa* wuxi ei g thou when ft was waning, they thought that 
timber cut during Ike increase of the luminary would be 
saturated with moisture, whereas Limber cut in the wane 
would be comparatively dry. Hence we are told thaL in 
antiquity carpenters would reject Limber felted when the 
nWKm was growing or full, because they believed that such 
timber teemed with sap; 1 and in the Vosges at the present 
da>- people allege that wood cut at the new moon does not 
dry,® We have seen that the same treason is assigned for 
the Mmc practice in Colombia/ In the Hebrides peasants 
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give the *amc reason for cutting thdr peals wheu LLlc moon 
U on the wane; "for they observe that if they arc cut In 
the tacms'c, they continue still moUi and never burn dear, 
nor arc they without «molc, bm the contrary U drily 
observed uf pcAii cut in the deevtsue" 1 
rise rcKS-in, Thu* miriri by a double fa I Ucy primitive pH I- wgiliy 
vu^Liu * aniKr lo the A*™ 1 a* the great cause uf vegetable 
laiewk growth, fital, because flic planet seenn itself to grow, and 
S **E»4* because It « suppOfled to be lb* *ouree of dew 
•tfnniHr and moisture. It t* no wonder* therefore, that agricultural 
people* should adore the planet which they believe to 
*'aui«j! influence so profoundly the Crop* on which they depend 
for mbst&trruir. Accordingly we find that in iht? hotter 
region* of America, where rnai/r i* cultivated and mauicjc is 
the staple food, the tnoun was recognized a.i the principal 
Object of wornhip, ami plan fall nn* of mmiioc ww aligned 
to it a* a return for the service it tendered in the production 
of the Crops* The worship of the moon in preference to the 
suit was general among the Caribs, and, perhaps also among 
mart of the other Indian tribes who cultivated maire in the 
tropical forests tq the kuU of the Andes ; and the same 
thing has been ob-cryed* Under thn: ^amc physical ermditicui,, 
among the aborigines of the hottest region of rein, the 
northern valleys of YuncapUty Mere the Indians of Paca*- 
mayii and the neighbouring valleys revered the moon ns 
their princip.it divinity, The hou^e of the moon * at Fuciur- 
m.iyu wus the chief temple qf the dial net \ and the same 
sacrifices of nrnnee-dour, of wine, and of children which were 
offered by the mountaineers of the Andes io the Sun-god, 
were offered by the lowland ers to the Moon-god in order 
ihnt he might cause their crops to thrive, 1 In ancient 
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Babylonia. where the population was essentially agricultural, 
the moon-god took precedence of the sun-god and wa> 
Indeed reckoded his father. 1 

Hence i: would be no matter for surprise if. after 
worshipping Lhe crops which furnished them with the rtitMis 
of subsistence, the .indent Egyptians should in taler tinur- 
]i.ivc identified the spirit of the com with the moon, which 
4 false philosophy had taught them to regard .is the 
ultimate cause of the growth of vegetation. In this ^ay 
we can understand why in their most recent forms the myth 
;ind ritual of Osiris, the old god of trees and com, djotild 
bear many ! races of efforts made to bring them into a 
superficial conformity with the new doctrine of his lunar 

affinity. _ 
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THE DOCTKJNK OK WHAM. SYHTATUT 

Is the preceding chapter *omc evidence wm adduced of the 
:*yiu pathetic influence which the waging or waning rnc-on it 
popularly mpposed to even on growths especially on the 
growth of vegetation, llut ibe doctrine of lunar sympathy 
docs not stop tlscrc - it is applied also to the alTaira of man, 
and various cusKum nud rale* have been deduced imm it 
which aim at thr amelioration and even tin- indefinite 
extension of human life. To illustrate this application of 
the popular theory at length would be out of place here, but 
a few cases may be mentioned by way of specimen. 

The fuiisral fact on which all the customs In question 
seem io rest is the apparent monthly Increase and decrease 
of the moon. From this observation men haw inferred that 
all Things simultaneously wax or wane in sympathy with it . 1 
rims the Meniras or Mantras of the Malay Peninsula have a 
tradition Unit in the beginiun.g men did not die but grew 
thin with the wailing of the muon t and waxed fit as <be 
neared the fuSL 1 Of flic Scottish Highlanders we air told 
that n tlie muon in her increase, ful] growth, .md In her 
wane are with them Lhe emblems of a rising, flourishing, 
and declining fortune. At the last period of her revolution 
they carefully avoid to engage jn any busiaess of Importance ; 
bat the first and middle they *ctxe with avidity, presaging 
ijic most auspkiuUi issue io their undertakings . 111 Similarly 

1 f7i11 jrne!■ i|ik 11 i ivtiTlj rein^T!iwd Mo. Mi fffUppuT^ t iU5il, p. iqoi 
i:j ! T-r* Jj EEhiUAKd J. (#rmm W. W. SLjj .1 4 &d C, O llJj^iifrrii 
If.'+mtei/ Arrrtc'szU* ii. JOt^l A\uti *f SKt Aftt/ip JrwrwrJi/J 

* Er K. S. tltCTfj, "The Mmlnt il,-pfutuu. ij. 337. 
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[n some pans of Germany It is commonly believed that 
whatever is undertaken when the ittoort is on the increase 
succeeds ivdl t and shut the lull muon bfingsjevttyfbiiig to 
perfection ; whereas business undertaken in the wane of ihe 
[noon Es doomed to failure- 1 Tills German bdtef has come 
down, we ini^Iii have anticipated, from barbaric times; 
for Tacitus tells us that the Gormans considered the new or 
tlw fuJi moon the most auspicious lime for business ; s and 
Caesar informs us that the Germans despaired of victory if 
thrv jollied battle before ihe iicmt moon / The Spartans 
M^m to have been of the same opinion, for it was a rule 
with them never to march out to war except when the moon 
was fulL The rule prevented them from sending troops in 
lime to right Lbc rcr>iatis at Marathon,* * and but for 
Athenian valour this pahry superstition might hm turned 
LhiT scale* of battle and dr tided the destiny of Greece, if not 
of Europe, for centurkv The Athenians themselves paid 
dear for it similar scruple= an eclipse of the moon cost them 
the Jos* of a gallant fleet and aftrty before Syracuse and 
practically sealed the fate of Athens, for she never recovered 
from the blow/ So heavy Is Lhe sacrifice which sUjncrstitian 
demands of it* votaries. In this respect the Greeks were 
on a level with the negroes of the Sudan, among whom, if a 
inureh kis been decided upon during the last quarter of the 
moon, the departure is always deferred Until the first day 
of the new mnon T No chief would dare lo undertake an 
expedition and lead -ui his warriors before the appearance 
of the crescent Merchants and private persons observe the 
same rule on thdr journeys/ 1 n like manner the Mandingocs 
of Senegarnbia pay great attention to the changes of the 
mfcin, utd think it very Unlucky to begin a journey or any 
other work of consequence In the last quarter . 2 

It u especially the appearance of the new moon, with 
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rbt It* promise of growth and increase, which h gre e ted with 
^tcinordcA intended to renew mid Invigorate, by mean* of 
sympathetk magic, the: life of man. Observers, Ignorant of 
tf *savage have commonly mkmterp reted *udi 

f»tb« n»fl CLitom'v as worship or ado ration paid to the moon In 
point of fact the ceremonies of new moon are probably In 
ifttekw many ca rev rather magical than religious, The Indian* of 
the Ueayufi River In Peru hail the appearance of the new 
mtxm wish great joy. They make iun£ sjjccchc* to her* 
T4rrofmfl,L accompanied with vehement gcstkiditk^ imploring her 
protection and begging that *he will be so good as to 
invigorate their bodies 1 On the day when the new moon 
first ap p ear ed,it was a custom with the Indiani of Sen Juan 
Capistrano, in California, to call together all the young men 
for the purpose of it* celebration. "(W/^ Am Z H ‘honied 
one of the old men, M (fame, my ht^ the moon 1 the mnort V 
Immediately the young men began to ran about in a 
disorderly fashion rr- if they were distracted, while the old 
men danced in a drde. ciying, +l Ai the moon dkth, and 
come l h to life again, so we alio having to die will again 
live.** An old traveller tells US that as the appearance of 
every new moon the negroc* of the Congo dapped thdf 
hand* and cried out, sometimes falling on their knee** " So 
may 1 renew my life an thou art renewed 11 But if the ?ky 
happened so be douded, they did nothin g, Alleging that the 
planet had Inst it* virtue." A somewhat similar custom 
prevails among the Ovambo of South-Western Africa On 
the first moontighi night of the new moon, young and nid r 
their bodies smeared with white earth* perhaps* in imitation 
of the pSsnet's silvery light, dance 10 the moon and address 
to it wishes which they fed sum will be granted * We may 
conjecture that among these wishes i% a prayer for a renewal 
of life. When a Masai sees the new moon he throws a 
lwig or stone at it with his left hand, and says, "Give me 
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long nr 11 Give me strength"; and when a pregnant 

uLfUTT^ji §ces the new moon she mifki some milk into a 
*inajl gourd, which ^he cover* with green grass. Then she 
pour* the milk away m the direction of the moon and says, 

■ Mo- ii give sir my child safely/* 1 Among the Wttgoga 
of German East Africa* at aight of the new moon some 
people break n Mick in pieces, spit on the pieces, and throw 
rhetn toward* the moon, saying, * Let ail illness go to the 
west where the sun sets/ 1 = Among the Bolokl of the 
Upper Congo there Is much shouting and gesticulation on 
the hp]>earaiW of ■ new moon. Those who Iiave enjoyed 
rrotKl h« alih pr.iy that It may be continued, and those who 
have been siLk ascribe Lhcir illness to the coming of the 
luminary and beg her to take away had health and gave 
them good health Instead * The Etonian* think that ail 
tlsr tni^fbuuues which might befall a man in the course of a 
month may be fonstalled and shifted to the moon, if n man 
will only say to the new moon,, n Good morrow, new moon. 
I mmi \;to w young, you mm\ grow' old. My eyes must 
gfxnv bright, yours mu:U grow dark- 1 must grow light as 
a bird, you must grow heavy as iron/ - * On the fifteenth 
day of the mo on* than is. at the time when the luminary has 
bnjim to wane, Lbe Curtins take round piece# of papery either 
rc d Qr white, which represent the moon, and having fixed 
tj -| 1 | ^r ^ruJjciil vrly on split Mick* They place them on the 
topd of the house* Then person* who have been forewarned 
by fofttmc-telleni of Impending evil pray to the moon to 
remove it from them- 1 
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In India people attempt to aJ^orb the vital influence 
of the moon by drinkhsg water In which Hie lttffllniry is 
reflected, Thus the Mohammedans of Oude Ell a silver 
basin with water and hold it so that the orb of the lull moon 
h mirrored in it. The person to b: benefited mint k>ok 
steadfastly at ilia moon in the basin, then shut his eyes 
jnd drink the water at one "ufp. Doctors t^c-miTienri the 
draught as a remedy fur nervous disorders amt palpitation 
of the hear! ikifnewhjii similar customs prevail among the 
Hindoos of Northern India. At the full moon nf the month 
of Kuar (September-October) people lay out food on the 
house-tops, am) when It has absorbed the rays of the moon 
they difttribme it among their relation^, who arc supposed to 
lengthen their life by eating of the h -n| which has ihiu fieeti 
saturated with moonshine. Patients are often tnadc to look 
nt the i;moi> reflected In tndted butter, nil, or milk 4* 4 cure 
fi.r leprosy and she like disease^ 1 

Naturally enough the genial inflitener of moonshine k 
often supposed to be particularly bcnrfidal to chilrlrm ; for 
will not the waxing moon help them to wax in strength and 
stature? Hence irt the inland or Klrfwtnn, one of the 
Trobriunds Group to the exit of Nr* Guinea, a mother 
always lifts up or presents Iter child to the first full moon 
after Its birth in order that it may grow fast and talk sc-on. 1 
So among the FUgamJn of Central Africa it wit# customary 
for each mother to take her child out at the first new 
moon after its birth, and to poim out the moon to the 
infant ; this was thought to make the child grow healthy 
am! strong. 1 Among the Thonga of South Africa the 
presentation of the baby to the moon do a not take place 
until the mother has resumed her monthly period!, which 
usually happens in the third month after the btrffau Wlsen 
the new moon appears, the mother takes a torch or a 
burningbrand fmm the fire and g<iei ro the ash - heap behind 
the hut She is followed by the ^ramlmuther carrying ihr 
child. At the ash-heap the mother throw* the burning 
stick towards the moon, while the grandmother t&=*r<s the 
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baby fnto the air, saying, " This is your moun I ■ The 
child •(jUd!!'i .iiid rolls over on the ask - heap. Then the 
mother mutches up the intuit and nurses it; so they go 
home.* 

The Guam ya Indiana, who Inhabit the gloomy tropical febm* 
forests of Eaatcrn Bolivia, lift up their children in the :' : ' J 

air at new moon itl order that they may grow* Amonj: Ur 

the Apln^or [milan*, on the Tocantins River in Brazil, tin.- 
[Tendi traveller Castdiuu Witnessed a remarkable dance 1>y >»**™ 
moonlight. The Indian* danced in two long ranks which 
faced each til l«r. the women on one side, the men on the 
either. Between the two rank* of dancers blazed a great Hhj.l 
fire The men were painted Itl biiJJiam colours, and for the 
mod jmd worn white or red skull-caps made of maize-flour 
and resin, J heir dancing was my monotonous and con- 
lister! r»f a jerky movement of the body, white the dancer 
advanced fir-d otic lc r : and then the oil in. This dance they 
accoin] tarried with a melancholy song, sti iking the ground 
with their weapons. Opposite than the women, naked and 
ttfijiainted, stood lit a single rank, tlwtir bodies bent slightly 
forward, their knees pressed together, their amu swinging in 
measured time, now forward, row backward, so as to join 
handi. A remarkable figure In tbe dance was a personage 
painted scarlet ill over, who held in ids hand a mute com¬ 
posed or 4 gourd full of pebble*. From time U> lime he 
leaped across the great fir* which burned between I he men 
and the women. Tlten he would run rapidly in front of tbe 
women, flopping now and then before out or other and 
performing a series of strange gambols, while lie shook bis 
rattle violently. Sometime* he would sink with one knee 
to the ground, arid then suddenly throw himself backward. 
Altogether the agility and endurance which he displayed 
wctc remark able. Thin dance lasted for hour* When a 
woman wa* tired out she withdrew, and her place was taken 
by another; but the same men danced Lhc monotonous 
dance all night. Towards midnight the moon attained the 
icnith and Hooded the scene with her bright rays. A change 
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now took place in the dance. A 3on^ line of men and 
Women advanced to the fire between the ranks of the 
dancers. Each of them held one end of a hammock In 
which t ;\y a new-born infant, whose squall* could be be-iirtL 
These babes were now to he presented by their parents to 
the moon. On reaching Lbe end of the line each couple 
swung the hammock, accompanying the movement by a 
chant, which .ill the Itidbtn sang En cJtorusv The song 
seemed to consist of three words, rcj^eaitd ov^r ai|J over 
itgairu Soon a shrill voice was heard, and a hideous >Ai\ 
tmg r like a skeleton. appeared with her arm* Tai-^d uUue 
her head. She went round and round the aihcmbly -ev ra) 
times, then disappeared fn ^Ueficei While she was present, 
the *carlcE. dancer with tile rattle hounded .-lS*.- ut more 
furiously than ever, stopping only for 4 moment while he 
passed in front of the line of women. His body was con¬ 
tracted and bent towards them, and desc ribe d an uadulatory 
movement like thai of * wnnu writhing. He k hi* 
rultle violently, as if lie trailId fain kindle in the women llie 
fire whkhbumr i in himself. Then rising abruptly he would 
resume hte wild career. During this time the bind voice 
of an orator was heard from ibe village repeating a curii.ni-> 
name without cessation- Then the speaker approached 
*\owly 4 carrying on hli taick wmc gorgeous bundle* ul 
bridknt feathers and under tils arm a steme axe. Behind 
him walked a young woman hearing an infant fn a Ioojc 
girdje at her wuUt ; I he child was wrapped in a mat, which 
protected it a gainst the chill night air. Use couple paced 
dowdy for a minute or two, and then vanished without 
speaking a word. At the n.irnc moment the curious name 
which the orator had shouted was taken up by the whole 
assembly and repealed by them again and again. Thb 
scene in its Sum lasted a long Him, but ceased suddenly 
with the setting: of the moon. The French traveller who 
witnessed it tell asleep, and when he awoke all was calm 
once more: there was nothing to recall the Infernal dancer of 
the night 1 

lit explanation of these dances Castdnau merely observes 
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tlit AfHnagos, like luuiy oilint Saudi American Indifint, He 
pay a tu|ier*titioiu respect to the moon. We may suppose J™" 1 ' 
that the ceremonious presentation of llie infants to the moon hitiuu n> 
■*■11 (mended to ensure their life and growth. Tilt names " 

solemnly chanted by the whole assembly were probably 
those winch i!tc parents publicly bestowed on their children. 

As to the scarlet dancer who [raped across tile fire, we may 
conjecture that he personated the moor, and that his strange 
antics in front of the women were designed to impart to 
them the fertilizing virtue of the luminary-, ami perhaps to 
facilitate their delivery. 

Among the Baganda of Central Africa there is general auptmi* 
rejoicing when the new mood appears, and no work is done 
for seven day*. When the crescent is first visible at ™, 
evening, inn then take jul their babies and hold them at 
arms' length, raying. “ 1 want my child to keep in health 
till the Hiixm wanes.” At the same lime a ceremony is 
performed which may be intended to ensure the kings life 
ami ht-.diJi throughout the ensuing month, It is a custom 
with live Uganda to preserve llie king's navel-string with 
great care during hi# Life. The precious object b culled 
the "Twin" or tlic king, as if it were bis double: and the 
ghent of the royal afterbirth la believed to be attached to 
it. Endured in a pot, which is wrapt in bark cloths, the 
navel-string » kept in a temple specially built for it near 
the bitig's enclosure. and a •-real minister of state acts as its 
guardin:i and priest. Every tiew moon, at evening, he 
carries it in stair, wrapped In bark cloths, to the king, who 
rakes it into his hands, examines it, and returns it to the 
minuter. The keqmr of the navel-string then goes hack 
with it to the house and seta it in the doorway, where it 
remain# all night. Next morning it is taken from its 
wrappings and again placed L« the doorway until the 
evening, when it is once more swathed in bark cloth# and 
restored to its Usual place. 1 Apparently the navel-string is 
conceived as a vital portion, a sort of external soul, of the 
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king; and the attention* bestowed on it at The new moan 
Hi^y bt stipjKwd id icfftih and invigorate h. thereby 
refreshing And invigorating tltc king's life. 

The Armenian 1 * appear to think that die inr>on **ttfdses 
,1 haleru! Influence on ({title children, To avert that lrfc®u- 
cnee a another will -how the moon to hnt eliild and *ay. 

* ThEnc uncle, thine unde/ For the ymc purpose the 
father and mother will iiiuunt to the roof of the house at 
new moon on >t WnltiKday ox FrftftjTi The father dven 
p U U the ehikl on a shovel and gives it to the mother, Haying, 
- If it is thine, take it 10 thee. But If it l* mine, rear it and 
give it to me bode/ The mother then takes the child and 
the shovel. and returns than to the father in like manner* 
A similar opinion a* 10 the noxious in Hu r nee of moonshine 
on children wa* apparently hdd by the uncle 1 it tifceks ; for 
Greek nurses took great care never to show their Infants to 
thi- mwn ■ Some Braiitiiin Indians in like manner guard 
babies against the moon, bdlei ing that it would make thou 
ill. Immediately after delivery mothers will hide them?elves 
and thrir infant!* in the thickest pans of Hie forest h* order 
that the moonlight may not fall on them. 1 It would be 
easy to understand why the waning moon should lie deemed 
injurious to children ;; they might he ^nppowrd let p*^k and 
pine w ith its dwindling Eight Ttttur In Angus it i* thought 
that i< a child !>c w&aucd during the waning ot ihc moon, 
it will decay all the time that the moon continue* to 
wane.* Hut it 3 s lesi easy to see why the ?>ime deleterious 
influence 011 child ten should be ascribed to mor-m light in 
general. 

There arc many other ways In which people have sought 
to turn lunar Sympathy to practical account Clearly the 
Increase of the uioon is the time to increase your gootis. 
and the decrease of the moon t? The time to diminish your 
01s. Acting on this imaginary law of nature many pcrsotfl 
in Europe show their money to the new moon or turn it in 
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their pocket* at that season, in the belief that the money 
will grow with the growth of the pi met; sometimes, by way 
of additional precaution, they spit on the coin at the same 
time . 1 “Both Christians and Moafcms in Syria turn their 
silver money in their pockets at the new moon for luck ; 
and two persons meeting tinder the new moon wiH each 
lake out a silver coin and embrace* saying, f May you begin 
and end : and may it be a good month to us/ * f Con¬ 
versely the waning of the moon is the most natural time to 
get rid of bodily ailments, lo Brittany they think tint 
wnrb? vary with the phases of the moon, growing as it waxes 
and vanishing away as it wanes , 1 Accordingly, they say in 
Germany that Jf yon would rid yimrsciF of warts you should 
treat them when the moon is on the decrease/ And a 
German cure for toothache* earache, headache, and so forth, 
i* to fook towards the waning moon and say. “As the moon 
decreases, so may iny pains decrease also/* However* 
Grille Germans reverse the rule. They say, for example,, 
that if you sum afflicted with a wen* yon should face the 
waxing moon, lay your finger on the wen, and say thrice* 
11 What 1 see waxes ; what f touch, Ice it vanish away," 
After each of These two sentences you should cross yourself 
tin ice. Then go home without speaking to any one* and 
repeat three paternosters behind the kitchen door/ The 
I?nr.uU of the Carpathians recommend a somewhat similar, 
and nn doubt equally efficacious* cure for waterbrash. The)* 
say that at new moon the pal lent should run thrice round 
the house and then say to the moon h * Moon* moon, where 
umst thou?' * Behind the mountain/ ' What hart thou 
eaten there?"* * B Hor^e flesh/ ** Why bast thou brought 
me nothing? 1 * '* Because 1 forgot," w May die waterbrash 
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forge* to burn me!'*’ Thu-* * curative virtue appears to 
be attributed by some people to ihn waning and by- others 
t-j (be waxing mo*n. There b perhaps just as much, M as 
little, to be said fi t the one attribution M for 'be otiicr, 
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CHAPTER X 


T m KING AS PSrRTS 


! S thr foregoing dUcihdon hc found reason to believe that fNm 
the ScmHic Adonis anil the Phiyghui AUis were at one 
time person pt#l in the flesh by kings, prince*, or priests who Mbi <rf 
played the part of the gnd for n time and then cither died i &nX 
a violent death in the divine character or had to redeem 
their life m one way or another, whether by [h;t forming si 
mnkc k'lii've sacrifice at some expense of pain and danger 
to thi-iTiHtdvea, or hy delegating the duty to n isubstltnte 1 
Further, we conjectured tbit in Egypt the fart of Osiris 
may have been played by ihe king himself.* It fvrnamy to 
adduce some positive evident uf this personation. 

A great festival called the 3 ed was celebrated by the Ttr 
EgypfcJaili With much solemnity at intervals of thirty years. 

Various poiiions of the ritual are represented on the ancient i - kv-s l 
monuments of Hlcrsconpolli and Abydos and jn the oldest * 

decorated temple of Egypt known to us* that of Uafmirf at 
Riidrii. which dates from the fifth dynasty. It appears that 
the cerctnOmCs were as old as the Egyptian civilization, and 
Lliat they continued to t>e observed tell the end of the Roman 
period. 1 The reason for holding them at intervals of thirty 
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jfffani is uncertain, font we cart hardly doubt that tlhc F rf ! °d 
ujifi detefswlned by astronomical pan fitfc latlott*. According 
to one view* is was based on the obusmtJon «f Saturn's 
peried oi revolution round the -un, which i*. roughly speaking, 
thirty yv&rs. or, more exactly* twenty-nine y^sr- and one 
hundred and seventy* four days. 1 According Lo another 
viewj the thirty yea™ 1 period had reference to Sirius, the 
ttar of Uh, We have ran that On account of I he vague 
ehamcter a! the old Egypt!nfi year the heliacal rising «l 
Sirius sliified its place gradually Through every month «( 
the calendar* !n one hundrtsd and twenty youi the star 
thus phased through one whole month of thirty days. To 
speak more precisely, it ro^e on the fint of the month * luring 
the fir*l four yeans of the pcrirx!: it ro^r nn ihc aiconsl nl 
?hc month in the second bur years, on the third of the 
month in the 13iird four years; and so on queers- 
dvdy. till In the lust bur years of the hundred and 
twenty years it ro*c tm the leal duy of the month* As the 
£ gyp Huns watched the annual summer rising of the arsr with 
at tent hm and ASraiftlcd U will* ihe tmst popular of thrtr 
goddettes, it wolf Id he rtaLur.il th.tt it* passage from one 
mouth to another, j)t interval* of one hundred and twenty 
years, should be the occasion of a great festival, .uni that 
the long period >4 one hundred and twenty year;* *hnidd be 
divided into four mirtur period* of thirty years respectively, 
each crichraled by a minor lv-rival 3 If l(rh tbeufy of due 
Scd festival i% cnrTect, wc should expect u* find that every 
fourth celebration was dht in gushed fmm the rest by a 
higher degree of solemnity, dtice a marked the complete ji 
of =t twelfth |tart of the stars journey through the twelve 
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month'.. NW it appcnm tHat In point of fact every founh 
Sed fe*.ilva] was marked ©IT from ir- fellow* by the adjective 
A/ or * chief/ 1 and that these "chief* celebrations fell as a 
rule in the year? when Sirius m fc on the fir-:: of rh. month. 1 
There fact* confirm she vitfrt that the Sed festival was dosdy 
connected with the star Sirius and through it with Isii. 

However, %\r arc here concemeii rather with she meaning tnPrtf&Mi 
and the ritr^ of she festival iban with the reasons for holding 
it once every thirty" years, The intention of the festival r =™* tb- 
seenn to have been so procure for the king a new lease of ^ 
life* a renovation of his divine energies h a rejuvenescence. 

In the inscriptions of Abydns we readi after an account of 
the rites, the following addre-s to the king: “ Thou dost 
recommence thy renewed, thou art granted to flourish again 
like the infant god Moon, thou do*t grow young again, and 
that from season to <u\t?on ¥ like Nim as the beginning of 
time, thou art liom again in renewing thr Sed festival it. 

All life comes to thy nostril* and thou art king of the whole 
earth for ever." 1 In shoit, on threw occasion■ it appears to 
have beetii supposed that the king was in a manner burn 
again. 

But how was the new birth effected? Apparently the 
essence of the rites consisted In identify frig the king with vil ^ ^ 
Osiris ; lor just as Osiris had died and risen again Trom the 
death 50 the king might be thought to dk and to live again JntI ^ L 
wish tJic god whom he personated. The ceremony would 
lints lie f>?r the king a death as well as a rebirth* Accord¬ 
ingly In pictures of the Sed festival on ’he monument* we 

the king posing is the dc.nl Osiris ! le -vies in .* - hrim- 
like a god, holding m his hands the crook and flail of 
O^iria ; he is wrapped in light bandages like ihc mummified 
Osiris - indeed, there is nothing but his name to prove That 
he is not Osiris himsdfi This enthronement of the king in 
tht attitude of the dead god seems to have been the principal 
event of the festival/ Further, the queen and the (ring 1 * 
daughters figured prominently in the ceremonies/ A 
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discharge of arrows fanned part of the rites J 1 and in some 
sculptures at Carnac the queen is portrayed shouting arreiw a 
towards the four quarters of the world, while she kirn; 
does 'he same with rings 1 The oldest illustration of the 
fcitiv.il is on the mace of Namier, which is Udieved to date 
from S 50O ltd Here we see the king seated as Osiris in a 
shrine at die top of nine steps, Beside the shrine stand fan- 
bearers, and In front uf it fs a figure in “ palanquin, which, 
according to an inscription in another represent inn of the 
scene, apical* to be the royal child. An enclosure ol 
curtains Hung on pole* surrounds the dancing-ground, where 
three men are performing a sacred dance. A procession of 
standard" is depicted beside the enclosure; it i* howled liy 
the standard of the Jackal-god L T p-tiui, the * opener of w ay 1 * 
fcr the dead.* Similarly on a seal of King Xcr, or rather 
Khcnt, 1 me of lire early kings of the first dynasty, the 
monarch appears as Osiris with the standard of ihe jackal- 
god Icfore hint- In front of him, too, is the Ostrich feather 
on which " (he dead king was supposed to ascend into heaven. 
Here, then, the king, identified w ith Osiris, king of the dead, 
has before him lire Jackal-god, who leads the dead, and the 
ostrich feather, which symbolise* hi* reception Into the sky,' * 
There are even grounds for thinking that in order to complete 
the mimic death or the king at the Sed (estival an effigy of 
him, clad in the costume of Osiris. was solemnly buried in a 
cenotaph* 

iWrwr According to Professor Flinders Petrie, "the conclusion 
may be drawn thus. In the savage age of prehistoric 
limes, the Egyptian*, like many other African and Indian 

gffi j 5 " 1 iicoples, killed their priest-king at stated intervals, in order 
that the ruler should, with unimpaired life and health, he 
enabled to maintain the kingdom In it? highest condition. 
The royal daughters were present m order that they util; lit 
be married to his successor The Jackal-god went before 
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him, to open the way to the unseen world; and the ostrich 
leather received end bore away the king's soul In the brce*e 
tlmt blew it out of dght, This was l he celebration of the 
■ end,' the j*af feast. The king thus became the dead king, 
patron of all those who had died In bis reign, who were lus 
subject* Iwie and hereafter. 1 let was thus one with Osiris, 
the king of the dead. This fierce custom became charged, 
as in other fond*, by appointing a deputy king to die in bis 
sirud which idea strrvivcd in the Coptic Abu Neriis. with 
his t ill crown of Upper Egypt, false- beanJ, and sceptre. 
After the death of the deputy, tin- real king renewed bis 
life and reign. Henceforward thin became the greatest of 
the royal festivals, the apotheosis of the king during his life, 
after which he Iwcarne Odrir upon earth and the patron of 
the dead in the underworld." 1 

A similar theory of the Sed festival i» main mined by 
another eminent Egyptologist. M, Alexandre Morel. He 
says ■ " In m«t of the temples of Egypt, of all periods, 
pictures sot forth for lo the principal scenes of .■ solemn 
festival called 'festival of the tail, 1 the Sod festival, it con¬ 
sisted essentially In a representation of the ritual death of the 
L ing followed by his rebirth. In this case the king Is identi¬ 
fied with Osiris, the god who in historical times ts the hero 
of the sacred dram:, of humanity, he who guides us through 
ilm three stages of life, death, ami rebirth in the other world. 
Hence, clad in the funeral costume of Osiris, with the tight- 
fitting garment clinging to him like a shroud, Pharaoh is con¬ 
ducted to the tomb} anil from it he returns rejuvenated and 
reborn like Osiris emerging from the dead How was this 
fiction carried out? how was this miracle performed? By 
the sacrifice of human or animal victims. On behalf of the 
king a priest by down in the skin of the animal victim: he 
assumed the posture characteristic of an embryo in its 
mother's womb: when ho came forth from the skin he was 
deemed to be reborn ; *nd Pharaoh, for whom this rite was 
celebrated, was himself reborn, or to adopt the Egyptian ex* 
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p radon* * he renewed his blrlhV And in testimony r.f the 
due pcrfcftwanec of the rites the king girt hb Eoins with the 
tail, a compendious representative of the ^km oi the *acri?iffd 
beast* whence the name of J rhe festival of the (all/ 

Mow are we to exphin ihc rule that fit a certain point 
of his feign every Pharaoh must undergo this ritual death 
followed by fictitious rebirth? Is it simply a renewal of the 
initiation into the Osirinn mysteries ? or docs the festival 
present some more iperiaj features? The JJJ-ddmftj part 
played by the royal children in these rites ^ems to tue to 
indicate that tilt Sed festival represents other episodes which 
refer to the tmaiimtabri of the regal office, At the d.iwn 
of civilization in Egypt the jieopic were peek up* familiar 
with Ole alternative either of putting their king to death in 
hi 5 full ligour hi order that his power should be trans¬ 
mitted intact in his successor or oT attempting to rejuvenate 
hiMi -L-.J tO DM Ills life,' Flic lattei measure was an 
Invention of the Pharaohs, Huv. cxm\ Id it be on fled out 
more effectively than by identifying themadWi with Osiru* P 
by applying to thmvuelves the procao of resurrection, the 
funeral rite* by which Iris* according to the pri?.-ts B hail 
magically *avcd her husband from death 7 Perhaps the 
fintitirjtis death of the k in>: may hr regarded as a mitigation 
of the primitive murder of the divine king, a transit [mi Uvm 
a barbarous reality to symbolism " 1 
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Whether this Interpretation of ihc Seri festival be oert* 
accepted in all it* riDiaila nr notp one thing seems quite [^‘l^ IH 
certain : t>n these solemn occasions *he god Q?jria sra_% per- kinj of 
innalcd by the king of Egypt himself Thut is the palm 
with which 'we arc here chiefly concerned* 
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TltUS far wc havr discussed the charoeicr of Oriri* jj he b 
pttsented id us in the ait and literature of Egypt utid in the 
t^titnoiikf of Greek writers; and wc have found that judged 
by these mdkatiom hi: wai hi the main A y mJ of vegetation 
arid of the dead. But wc have trill In ask, how did the con¬ 
ception of ^tich a compile ddty originate? Did it ari-*e 
dimply through observation of the great amnia! fluet iM ions 
of the tcaaons and a desire to explain them ? Wn* it a 
nsuti of brooding over the mystery of external nature? 
Was it the attempt of a rntk philosophy to lift the vdl and 
explore the hidden springy that seL the vast machine in 
morion ? Tlkiit man at a, very early stage nf hh tong history 
mcdlUled on thc.-e thing* and evolved certain crude theories 
which partially satisfied hi s cranny after knowledge h 
certain ; from such meditations of Ha by Ionian and Phrygian 
sagra appear to have sprung ihc pathetic figure* of Adonis 
and Altis ~ p and From such meditations of Egyptian sage* 
may have sprung the tragic figure of Opdris. 

yet a broad dislincriou sum to sever the mytb and 
worship of Osiris from the kindred myths and worships of 
Adonis and A Erin. For while Adonis and Attis were iistnot 
divinities in the religion of Western Asia, completely over- 
shadowed by the greater deities of their ns^ettk pantheons, 
the solemn figure of Osiris towered in iolitoy grandeur over 
all the wisher of Egyptian gods, like a pyramid of his native 
land lit Up by the last rays of the setting sun when alt 
below it is in T.hndovv. Ami where a. - legend generally repre¬ 
sented Adonis and Attls a* uirnplc ^A-alnn, mere herdsmen 

* itf 


=»**- if T//S QMJ&itf OF OSIRIS i{g 

or bunt err. .*.110111 the faul love f gothics? tad elevated 
aIkivc ilnifr huindy iphtre into \ hriei and melancholy 
eminence (tefrls uniformly appears in tradition as a great 
and fotmeficcnt ting, In life he ruled over hi* people, 
beloved and revered for ihc benrfits he conferred on them 
and on the work); in death he reigned in their hnatts and 
memories as !--rd of the dead, the -*wfd judge at whose liar 
every ipan riiir-t one day Maud to give an Account of 1 he 
decd^ dr>irc m tin: body and 10 receive the final ■twvmi [n 
the faith of 1 he Egyptians the cruel death and blessed 
rcsuircciion of O-dri' occupied the same place the death 
an t! rtslflTCCiJon of Christ Isold in the faith of Chrkfiaiu. 

As Cbiris dkd And rote again from the dead, so they h^d 
through him and in hi# dear name to wake triumphant from 
the deep nf death to a blkjful eternity, Tbit wha their 
iheet’jnebor in life's stormy soli that was the hope which 
supported and cruised millions of Egyptian men and 
wofH>n for :j period of tfnse fur longer than that during 
which Christianity has now exited on earth. In the king 
history of religion no two divine Figures re tern hie each 
other more closely in the fervour of personal devotion which 
they hive kindled and in the high hopes which they have 
Inspired than Osiris and Cfartet The sad figure of Bltddha 
indeed has been us deeply loved and revered by estmibss 
million*; but he had no glad Tidings of immortality for men, 
nothing but the promise ol -l final release from the burden 
of mortality. 

And if Osiris and Christ have been the centres of the m 
like enthusiastic devotion, may not the secret of thdr in* JJJJSlS 
flucnce have been similar? If Christ liver! the life and died 
the death of a man on earth, may not Osiris have dome so 
likewise ? The immense and enduring popularity of bb «r *.^ 
worst up speaks in favour of the supposition; for aJI the na " r | talc 
other great religion* cur semi-religious systems which have 1 ^- ■ 1 ^ 
ucii for themselves a permanent place In the afiFeciJons of\ji ui 
mankind, have been founded by individual great men, who 
by their personal life and example exerted a power of *ZL\. 
at tract bn *ueh as no cold abstractions no pile products of 
the collective wisdom or folly could ever exerE on the minds c.r *oHj 
and litarts of humanity. Thus it «a* with Buddhism, with 
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JnMttii Confucianism. with Christianity, and with Mohammedariliffi | 
4Fraifrjr * and thus It may Well have been with the religion ttf Osiris 
Certainty we slval! do ies* vialtnee to t he evidence if we 
accept the unanimous trillion of ancient 1 Egypt on this 
point than if we resolve the ilgur* of Olfeta into a myth pure 
anil sample* And when we consider that from the earliest 
to the latest Ilmen Egyptian king* were wOrshipjXrd a* god* 
bdlii in lift Mid in death* there appea/n 10 be nothing tie- 
truvagant or Improbable hi the view that one of them by his 
personal qualities excited a huger measure of devotion than 
a-iiial during his Life and w;j# remembered with fender a flee 
tiern 4tid deeper reverence after In# death; till hi time Ids 
beloved memory, dimmed, transfigured, * lllJ entirebd with a 
hob of glory by the mists of time, grew into the dominant 
religion of Ml people At least this theory Ea reasonable 
enough to deserve a terinus consideration, H we accept U, 
we mivy suppose tliat I he mythical elements, which legend 
undoubtedly ascribed to t'taMi, were later accretions which 
gat lined about hh memory like ivy about a ruin, There Li 
no Improbability fn Midi a aupjmitlon 3 on the contrary, all 
analogy in in Its favour, for nodung is more certain titan 
that myths grow Ilk* weed* round the great Imioi teal figure* 
of the pa^it 

Tbfl In recent year- the: historical reality of Odrii* « a king 

who once lived Mid reigned in Egypt Has been maintained 
cH^M«n by more than one learned scholar i 1 and without venturing 
tQ pronounce a decided opinion on so obscure anrl dilficull *\ 
hen^> question, i think it worth while* fctlowfrtg the example of 
Dn Wallis iiudge t to indicate certain modem African analo 
AJri™ uics which ten l 1 to confirm the view ltail beneath the 

***** ’ ^ tnythidl wrappings of Osiris there lay the mummy of a 
dead man* At ail r vents the analogies which i >hnll die 
suffice to prove that tnc custom of worshipping dead kings 
has not been confined to Egypt* but has been apparently 
widespread throughout Africa* though the evidence now at 
our disposal only enables us to detect the observance of the 
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custom di i few point* of the jrre.it continent, But even if 
the re?.- trsblanec in ihb respect between indent Egypt and 
* merit™ Africa should be regarded as established, it would 
not justify ns in Inferring an ethnical affinity between the 
fair or teddy Ejjyptlans and the black aborigine RcfiSj 
who oaiwpy almost the whole of Africa except a com- 
gura lively narrow ftinge: on Ltir northern sea-board Scholars 
are Atm divided on Lhc question of the original home and 
racial idafkmdup of the .indent Egyptians. It h» been 
held on the one htfl ri that they belong to an indigen¬ 
ous white nice which has been always in possession of the 
MediirnaJican coasts oJ Africa ; and on the other hand 
ii hn been !f apposed tliit they irfi akin 10 the he nines 
in h]ood as well as in language,, <md that they entered 
Africa front the E&s^ whether by gradual Infiltration or 
on .1 imltkn wave of conquest like the Arabs in the 
decline -nf the Roman empire- 1 Ojs either vta n gTcat gulf 
divide si them from the worthy natives of the Sudan, with 
whom they were always in contact on their southern border , 
and ihough a certain admixture may hm taken place 
tlimiigh fOArriag^ between the two races* it "eeros unsafe to 
a-sumc that the religious and political resemblances which 
can be traced between them are based pi* any closer rcia-* 
lion ship than the general similarity in itructure and functions 
of the human rmmb 

In .1 former part of Elds work we saw that the SmilBfc.p 
i patent and partially lEftcultural people of the White 
KUe. worship the spirit* of their dead kings,- The gnsvc* 
of the deceased monarch* form Indeed the national or tribal 
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out* temples ; ami os each king js in ter mi at the village where 

ww* he hom ami wluse his iderhirth is bwried, lUc-’ grave- 

shrine* arc scattered over the tountry. Each of them 
usually ccunprire* * group of found hut>i n^ttnbltag 

the common iwmra of the people, the whole being enclosed 
by a fence ; one of the huts h built over the grave* the 
others an: occupied by the guardians of tin? shrine, who ai 
Gr*t arc generally the widows or old mcn^servaitts of the 
deceased king- When these women or retainers die* they 
are succeeded in office by thtfr dwcfiflibtili, for the Irruihs 
are maintained it> perpetuity, jo that the number ol 
&wnhtx$ temples and of gods Is always on the increase. Cattle .ire 
'tsSru-Ei. dedicated to thc-^- Toy at shrines and animal-* sacrificed at 
^ them. For example, ivhcn the mflkt crop threaten * to fail 
or a murrain breaks out among the beasts, one of the dead 
kings wilt appear to somebody m a dream and demand a 
sacrifice. The dream b report cd to the king, and be 
immediately orders a bullock and a cow to be - a cnt in the 
grave of the dead king who appeared in a virion of the 
night to tile sleeper. This is done ; the bullock b killed and 
the cow added la the sacred herd of the shrine. It is 
customary, also, though not necessary, it harvest to offer 
so me of the new millet at tite temple-tombs of the kings; 
and sick people *cnd animals to be sacrificed there on their 
Ik- half. Special regard is paid to trees that grow near 
|he graves of the kings ; and the spirit* of the deputed 
mcmaedhs are believed to appcui from time to time in 'he 
form of certain irrfmik One of them, far example, always 
Takes tbe diape of a certain inject, which o m* to be the 
larva of the Mant&fiuZ' When a Shi]Ink finds one of these 
insects* he will take it up in hb hands and deposit It reveren¬ 
tially at the shrine Other kings manifest themselves Its a 
certain speck* of white birds, of he it assume the form of 
giraffes. When one of there tong-legged and Jong-necked 
crcalures comes slacking tip fearle-dy to a village where 
there is a king** grave, the people know that the kin^ <jqj 
Is in the animal. Atu I the artemlantw the royal tomb notify 
their joy at the appearance of iheir master by sicrilklng j 
sheep or even a bullock* 

But of dl tile dead kmgv ntmr Is revered -na deeply or 
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occupies -to large a place in the minds of (he people as Wanbigio* 
SvakaJijj, die traditional rounder of I lie dynasty and tlic 
ancestor of all die kings whn have reigned after him to the or ibs 
present day. Of these kings the Shill tries have preserved 
the memory and the genealogy ; twenty-six seem to have 
sat on the throne since Nyakang. but die period of time 
covered by their rcjgns is much shorter than it would have 
I<»;n under conditions such ns now prevail in Euu.i|x \ for 
down to the time when their country came under British 
™!e it tv.i- the regular custctn of the Sh dinks to put llietr 
kings to death us soon mi they showed serious 'ymptoins of 
bodily nr mental decay, The custom was based on " the 
convict ton thru the king not be allowed to become ill 

(,t senile, l«t with Iris diminishing vigour the cattle should 
sicken and fail to bear their increase, the crops should rot in 
the fields, and man, stricken with disease, should die in ever- 
increasing numbers." 1 It is said that Nyakaug, like Komuius. 
disappeared In a great storm, which scattered all the people 
about him : In their absence the king Look a cloth, tied it 
tightly round Iris neck, and strangled himself, According 
to one account, that is the death which all his successors on 
the throne have died;* but while tradition appears to be 
unanimous a* to the custom of regicide, ft varies as to the 
precise mode In which tire kings were relieved of tlwtr office 
and of life. But still the people are convinced that Kyakang 
did not really die bill only vanished mysteriously away like 
the wind. When a missionary asked Lire Shilluks as to tire 
manner of Nyakang's death, they were filled with imaicmciit 
at Iris ignorance and Stoutly maintained that he never died, for 

were he to die all the Shilluk* would die aba 1 The graves 
of this deified king ace shown in various parts of the country. 

From time to lime the spirit of Nyrikang manifests itself Ti¬ 
to Ws people in the form of an animal. Any creature ol ^ nfl 

regal port or 1i«K scrVc “ hU teB P D £ r >‘ 

incarnation. Such among wild Animals arc lions, crocoueM. m 
little yellow -.naked that crawl about meti s houses, the finest «■*■* 
aorta of antelopes, flamingoes with their rose-pi«k and scarlet 

i c c. StUi-^rtn, Tit CmB tj Fufit. p. 
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plumage, and butterflies of all i<on* with their brilliant and 
xmtitd hues. An grumpily fine head of cattle U also 
recognized as the abode of ihe great king's soiji % for example 
he once appeared in the shape of a white bit!!, where upon 
the living king commanded special sacrifices ;o he offered in 
honour of his deified predecessor. When a bird in which the 
royal spirit h known to be lodged lights on a tree, that tree 
Ixeqmes sacred to Nfyakang * beads ami doth* are hung OH it s 
bon g h>. sacrjfi ces a rid prayers a re v Jered be! ow it. Once when 
the Turks unknowingly felled such n tree* lea? and horror fell 
on the Shilluks who beheld the sacrilege. They filled the air 
with lamentations and killed an os to apptuic their insulted 
ancestor . 1 Particular regard is alio paid to tree's that grow 
near the graves of Nyakang; though they are not regularly 
worshipped 5 In one place two gigantic baobab tree* are 
pointed out ai marking the s;>ot where Nynkaug once stood, 
and: sacrifices are now offered under their spreading sh«dc* 
There seems to be no doubt that in spite of the mythical 
elements which have gathered round his memory. Nyakany 
was a real man, Who led the Shi links to ihdr present home 
cm the Nile either from the west or from (he ^outb ; Ibr du 
this, point (radiiion varies. *The first and iinpoiiinl 
ancestor, who is everywhere revered. I* Nyaking, the first 
Shill ilk king. He always receives the honourable titles of 
Father Ancestor King >*/) or King. (*vr),. 

Anccitom, sttid Great Man Above du-ow.? tngfj to distils* 
guish him from the other great men on eaitk Nyaknng, ^ 
we kiwv P wu an hutorkd j>cr^omge. he led die Sldlkife.4 
to the land which they now occupy; he helped them lo 
victory, made them great ait: J warlike, regulated mania vs 
and law 1 distributed the country aiiiting thi rn, divided it into 
districts, and in order to increase the dependence of the 
people on him and to show (hem hi* po«T. became ihdf 
greatest benefactor hy giving himself out am the bestower 
uf rain/ * Yet Nyokartg is now tiiuv^nuLly revered by 
the people a> is dexut-god; indeed for all practical pur- 

* w ttflfttrtjff, ' r ttdlj;kini5« SdiiJ- 1 W, IkrtiitijY, ty. raf* p. ISC 
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IKJScii his worship quite eclipse* thni of the supreme gt hI PM*ntmvt 
junk, the creator, who* having orcfctv d the worlds committed 
a it to the esie or antes! rat spirit* and demons and now, i rr = ai E 
dwelling atoft; concerns himself no further with human affairs. 

Hence men pay little heed to their creator nod seldom take 
his name into their lip* excepr in a few conventional forms of 
satuutkmas meeting and parting like ernr “ Good-byc." Far 
otherwise b it with Nyakang. He “is the ancestor of the 
Shilink nation and the founder of the Shilluk dynasty, He 
is worshipped. samficr** and prnycra are rjfTertd to him ; lie 
tuny be said to be lifted to the rank of a riembgod, though 
they never forget that he hits been a real mam He is 
expressly designated as 1 little - in comparison with God.” 

Vet "in the political,, religious and personal life Nyukang 
takes a far more important place than Juok. Nyakang is 
the national hern, of whom each bhitluk feels proud, who is 
probed in innumerable popular songs and sayings ; he is not 
uttly a iUp riinr licing but also a innru He is the sublime 
model for every into Shittuk ; everything they value moat in 
tlieir national and private life has its origin in him : ibeir 
kingdom and their fighting a* well as cattle*breeding and 
farming. While Kyskang is their good father, who only 
docs them good. Juok fo the great, uncontrollable power* 
which Is to be propitiated, in order to avoid Ins inflictions of 
eviL” 1 Indeed “the whole working religion of the Shilink 
h a cult of Nyafcang* the semi-divine ancestor of their ki rig«* 
in each of whom his spirit ie immanent 1 ' 1 The transmission 
of the divine cir semi-divine spirit ot Nyakang to the reigning 
monarch appears to lake place at the king's installation and 
lo lie effected by means of a rude wooden effigy of Nyafcang, 
in which the spirit of lhai deified man is perhaps supped 
to be immanent, lint however the spiritual transmission 
may be carried out* "the fundamental idna of the cult of the 
Shilink divine kings h the immanence in each of the spirit of 
N yaking.” 1 Thus the Shilluk kings arc encircled with a 
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certain halo of divinity because they ait: thought to be 
animated toy die divine spirit of their □iicratoTi the founder 
of the dynasty, 

The universal belief of the SHIlluks In the former 
humanity pf Nyakang is strongly confirmed by the exact 
parallelism which prevails between his worship and that vl 
tiie dead kings his successors. Like them lie b worshipped 
at h is tomb; but unlike the eh he has not one toiub 
only, but ten scattered over the country. Finch of these 
wtnba is called "the grave of Nyakang,* ** though the people 
wdl know that nobody h buried there Like the grave- 
shrines of the other kings,, those of Nyakaiig consul of a 
small group of circular huts of the ordinary pattern enclosed 
by a fence. Only children under puberty and lhe few old 
people whose duty it is to take care of live shmtea may 
enter these sacred enclosures. The rites performed at them 
resemble those observed at the shrine* of tile kin-^s. Two 
great ceremonies are annually performed at ihc shrines of 
Nyikang: one is observed before the beginning of the 
rainy season in order lo ensure a due supply of rain ; 
the other is a thanksgiving at harvest, when porridge 
made from the new grain is poured out on the ihrn^Tiold 
of Hyakang's luifc and smeared on the outer walls of the 
building Even before the millet is reaped Lhr people 
cut some of the ripening cars and thrust them IiUli the 
thatch of the sacred hut Tims it would seem that tlie 
Shilluks believe themselves to be dependent on the favour 
of NyalanR for the rain and the crops. " A* the giver uf 
rain, Nyakang h the first and grt.L^t benefactor of the 
people In (hai country rain Is everything! without rain 
there is nothing. The Shill uk dnei not trouble hh head 
About artificial irrigation, he waits for the ram. If Ehe r.riii 
falls, then the millet grows h the cows thrive, man h.i» food 
and can dance and marry ; for that is the Ideal of the 
ShilEuksv” 1 Sick people also bring or send sheep as an 
offering to the ncarcst shrine of Nyakang In order that they 
may be healed of their sick ness. The attendants of ihc 

* w HofotajT* *f fj> r p, 115. imparrim jurr nf ifot T*£d»W* wwlrl, 
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siinnrlii-jry *Euu^hter tbc animat, consume its flesh, am) give 
the sufle.nrr M:r Ijenefit of tlidr prayers*.* 

The caamjjfr oi Nyiikang icems to show thnt under Cbm- 
favourable <afctimstani:es the worship of a dead king may 
develop Lxitj.P die dominant religion of a people. There is p MiihCtarh 
therefonj T no intrktuie Improbability In the view that in 
ancient Ejjypfc the religion of Osiris originated in that 
way. Certainly some curious resemblances can be traced 
between the dead Nyaksttg and die dead Oshis* Both 
dkd violent and mysterious deaths: the grams of both 
were pointed uui in ui.my parts of the country; both were 
deemed the gircit sourees of fertility for the whole land : 
imd both wefc associated with certain sacred trees am) 
aomnds, pirrtkidaj Jy with hulls. And Ju*T as Egyptian 
kiet^a Identified Uuffiutlvea both in life and in death with 
their deified predecc^or Osiris, so Slvittuk kings are stUJ 
believed to be aninuLtuI by the spirit ol their deified prede- 
ces^ r Nynkang and to *h.mc his divinity. 

Another African people wbn regularly worship, or rathci Tbt ^m 
u«jd to worship, the spirits of their dead kings arc the 
Hugnmla, Their country Uganda lies at the very source of •Mmo) 
the Nile, when? the great river Issues from Lake Victoria 
Nyamn. Among them the ghosts of dead kings were placed Cavrd 
on an equality with the gods and received the same honour ' 
amt worship ; tiny foretold eve nts w ha til i concerned the Stale, 
and the}- advised the living I big, warning him hen war was 
likely to break out. The king consulted them periodically, 
visiting fir., 1 , one arid then another of tlic temples in which 
the mortal remains of his predecessors were preserved with 
religious care Bui the Icmplc Intriefy of a king contained 
only his lower jawbone and his navel-string mufottgo ): his 
[tody was buried elsewhere.' For curiously enough the 
Baganria believed that the part of the body to which the 
ghost of a dead man adheres above all others is the lower 
jawbone; wherever that portion of his person may be 
carried, the ghost, in the opinion of these people, will follow 
it, even to the ends of the earth, and will be perfectly 
content to remain with It so long as the jawbone is 
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honoured 1 Renee the jawbone* oT -ill she fdrtgfof Uganda 
from the earliest time* to the present«Jay have been prosfcmd 
with the utmost cafE, each of them being deposited* along 
with the stump of the monarch^ navd-Strlug* Jo a tcmpU: 
specify dedicated to the worship of the kind's fihn&l ; fur 
il h believed that the ghosts of the deceased mem Arc k* 
would 4]ujirnJ if (hey shared ilie same t>;topic, the qut^Ucm 
uf precedence bring one which It would L*_* very difficult 
for the [it to adjust to their niutmd satiifedioa* All il-c 
temple* of the dead king* Uand in the district culled bud to, 
which mean* tho place of the grave*, because the tombs as 
well the temple* of the departed potentates ate situated 
within its bcKifidiiries. The supervision of the temples and 
of the estate kttorched to them vr-w a duty incumbent mi 
the J tugtma or earl of Budro* one nf the few Uereciit.iry 
chiefs in the country. His principal office was that %A 
Prime Minister fCaliJkilift to the dead kings. 1 

When a king dfrn* hU body fs sent to Bthiro and there 
embalmed, Then h \- kid b> rest hi a large round houws, 
which has been built for it* reception on the top of a hill 
This :* the king 1 * loath. It is a Conical structure! HJpp< Eted 
by u central post, with 4 thatched roof reaching down to 
the ground* Bound the hut a high strong fence of needs 
t* erected. and an outer fence craclrdn the whole at some 
distance tower down the hpL Mere ihe body is placed on 
a bedstead ; the sepulchral chamber is filled with biirk cloth* 
till it can hold no more, the uuiiifum b cot down, and tli* 
door of the tomb closed, that no one can enter it again. 
When that was done, the wives of the Sate king uted Lc 
brought, with their turns pinioned, aod placed at inlermb 
round the outer wa.ll of the tomb, where they were clubbed 
to death. Hundreds of men were also killed in rh<r space 
between the two fence*, that their ghosts might wait ■ n the 
ghost of the dead king in the other world, None of their 
bodies were buried ; they were left to rot where they fell. 
Then the gale* in the fences were closed ; and three chiefs 
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with ihrk mm guarded the dead bodies from the wild 
beast- and the vultures But the hut in which the king's 
:qHiss’d wws never retired ; it was allowed to moulder 
and fall into decay. 1 

Five mouths later the jawtxme of the royal cor^ waff 
removed in order to be fashioned into an dligy or icpre- 
tentative of tin? dead king. For thb purpose three chiefs ' 
entered the tomb h not through the door, but by cut ling a hoTr 
Ihrougli the will, and having severed the bead fnjin thr ; r ~ r 
body they brought it nut, carefully filling up the hole in the i^aaml 
wall hebind thcm T replacing the thatch* and securing the ^ w ' 

gate? in the fence, When the jawbone had been removed w* 

by a chief of the Civet clan, the skull was sent back to ihisiro 
and burial with honour near the mouldering tomb, in ^ iWiai 
contrast to the neglect of the tomb where tlve royal body , 

Uy, the place where the ^kutl was buried wos kept ns gooii *nt 

repair and gunrded by some of the old princesses and l,,< 

widows As for the jawbone, it was put in ;m aiil-hiEl ami 
left there till the ant5 had eaten away nil the flesh. Then, 
after it liad been wa -hed in beer and milk, it wns decorated 
with cowry-shchs ami placed in a wooden vessel; thb vessel 
was next wrapt in bnrk cloths till it assumed a conical 
ihapGp about two and a half feet high by a foot and a half 
broad at the base This conical packet, decorated on the 
outside with beads, was treated as an image of the deceased 
king or rather as if it were the king himself in life, for it 
was called simply * The King. 1 ' Beside it was placed the 
stump of the king's navel-string, similarly wrapt in bark 
cloths and decorated* though not made up into a conical 
shape* The reason for preserving both the jawbone and 
the navel-string was that the ghost of the king was sup¬ 
ped to aiiach itself to tils jawbone, and :hc ghost ot his 
double TO his navd-string. For in Ihe belief of the Baganda 
every person has a double, numdy,lhe afterbirth or placenta, 
which is bom immediately after him and is regarded by the 
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people Hi a second child, I hat double h-fts * o I 

m own, which adheres to the navel-string [ *nd if the 
per^n is U> remain healthy it is essential that the ghost of 
his double should be carefully presented. Hence every 
Baganthi min and wopn keep 5 h b or her navcUstring 
wrapt up in bark doth a* a tnaiuic of great price on which 
his health mid prosperity arc dependent ; the precious UnJc 
bundle is catted his Twin (mu/pngo), becau it coni a ins the 
ghosl of his double, the afterbirth- LI thut la deemed 
necei*ary for everybody* much more Ls it deemed emeittud 
for the welfare of the king ; hence during his life the slump 
of hit navel* It ring is kept, a j vte ^lw.® by one of the 
principal nun 1 tiers of state and U inspected by the kin^ 
hlrtis-elf every month. And when Ju^ majesty has departed 
this life, the unity of hb spirit Imperatively demands that 
his own ghiftl and the gbitest ©f his double tdiould be kept 
together in the same place p that h why the jawbone and 
the navel-string of every dead king arr otrefidly preserved 
in the vimt temple, l^cAttse the two glioiits adhere fe^pce- 
ttvdy to lhe*c two fKirls of Ills jier^D* and it would U: 
unrcitiaunble aud indeed cruel to divide ihtfiti . 1 
Thr The two ghosts having been ihtis *ufoly hxlgcd Jtt the 

5“^ two precious parcels* the neat thing was to Initiall them in 
likHip the temple* where they were to tiller on their career of 
oTtJjpmu. beneficent activity, A site having been chosen* tins whole 
country supplied the labour necessary for building the 
temple ; and minister were appointed to wait upon the 
dead king. The officer* of stale who hud held Im|wjriunt 
posts during his life retained their title* and continued to 
discharge iLtcir duties towards them old mailer in death. 
Accordingly houses were built fnr them ntur the temple. 
The dowager queen also took dp her residence at the 
entrance to the temple enclosure, and became its principal 
guardian. Many also of the king's widows of lower tank 
were drafted off to live inside the enclosure and keep 
watch over it When the queen or any of these widow* 
died, her place was supplied by another prince&s or a 
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wgman of the same clan ; fnr the temple was maititairteil fro 
perpetuity, However, when the mining king died, the 
temple of his predecessor lost much of it* leapt iftancc* 
though it wag ■gtllt kept tip in a kss magnificent style ; 
indceii no temple of a dead king was at towed to disappear 
altogether . 1 Of all the attendant* at the temple the 
important probably was the prophet or medium 
whose business it was from to time to he Inspired by 
Ebe ghost of the dcrccajod monarch and to give oracles in 
Ins ntsmev To this holy office he dedicated himself by 
drinking a draught of beer and a draught of milk out of 
ihe dead king 1 ? skull 5 

The temple consecrated to the worship nf a king regularly Ontshm 
stood on a bill The site was generally chosen by the king 
in his sift-, but sometimes his choice was set aside by his imp* 
successor, who gave orders to build the temple in another 
plicc/ The structure ivas a large conical or beer-hivc-sha pci! t ! " 
liut of tin: ordinary pattern, divided internally into two ![!■«"" 
Chambers, an outer And an inner. Any pc non might enter 
the on ter chamber, but live inner was sacred and no profane 
pet sqm might set foot in it; for there the holy relics of the 
dead king, Ida jawbone And his navel-string, were kept for 
safety In ,i ceil dug in the floor, and then:, in close attendance 
on tiiLm. the king’s ghost was believed to dwell jn front 
of the partition which screened this Holy of Holfe* from the 
fT.iyr of the multitude there stood a throne* covered with lion 
-l 11:] Jeopard skins and fenced off from the rest Of the sacred 
edifice hy a glittering rail of brass spears, shields, and knives. 

A forest of poles, supporting the roof, formed a series of aisles 
In perfect line, and at the end of the central nave appeared, 
llkr the altar of a Christian church, the throne in all Its 
glory. When the king's ghost held a reception, the holy 
relics, Hit jawbone and the navel-string, each in its decorated 
wrappings. w«re brought forth and set on the throne; anil 
every person who entered the temple bowed to the ground 
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arid greeted the jawbone in an awv*truck mice, fur h* 
girded ii fta iho king in person. Solemn music played 
during the reception, she drrm- rolling and ihe mi mm 
chanting, while they clapped ihear hiindp to tin rhythm of 
the song* Sometimes the dead king -poke to the congre¬ 
gation by the voice of hi- prophet. That wtlu a great event, 
When the oracle was about to lie given to the c:ant 

thf.-r«g, the prophet stepped up to the throne, and tdilre^sing 
the spirit informed him of the business hi hand. Them he 
smoked one or two [ ij*cfl F and the fume* bringing cm the 
prophetic fit, he began to rave and to sj-cak ns She very 
voice and with the chancteri^tic turn?i oI speech of thr: 
departed monarch, for the kinj's spirit was now in him 
Thin message from the world beyond the grave wo* natura 1 Sy 
received with rapt attention, tiradunlty the fit of iuvpira 
tJon passed: the voice of the prophet resumed its natural 
tones: the spirit had departed from him and returned to iu 
abode in the inner room, Stteh a solemn audience used to 
be announced beforehand by the heating of the drums in 
the early morning p and ihe wonhlppers brought wish them 
io iln- temple oftbfng* of food for the dead king, as if tie 
were still alive. 1 

But the greatest day of all was when the reigning king 
visited the temple of hfe father. This he did as a rule only 
o nce during his reign, ft or did t he peopl e approve of the 
visits being repen eceI. for each visit was Lhe signal fur the 
death of manyr, Yet* all reeled by a painful curfoafty, crowd* 
assembled, followed the monarch to ihe temple, and thronged 
To jfree the great ceremony uf the meeting between the king 
unci the ghost of his royal father. The sacral rdies were 
displayed: an old man explained them to the nun..neb and 
placed them in hi* hands: the prophet, inspired by liic dc-u] 
king's spirit, revealed to the living Idng hti destiny The 
interview over, lhe king was curried hack io his hous~ It 
was on the return journey that he always gave, suddenly 
and without warning, the -signal of duath Obedient to hi* 
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order* xht guard* rubbed upon the crowd, capTiired hundreds tfummn 
of spectator^ pinioned them, m arched them back m the 
temple, and -laughtcred thcm within the precincts that tlielr 14 orfat 
ghosts might waft on the ghost of the Head king/ But 
though she king rarely visited his fathers ghost at ihc Tmlfftif p*n* 
temple, he had a private chapd for the ghost within the vast 
enclosure of the royal residence ; and here he often paid 
hi? devotion* to the august spirit* of whom he stood greatly 
in awe. lie took his wives with him TO sing the departed 
ns --arch's, praire, and ho constantly made offerings at the 
mriur Thither, too, would ™c the prophet to .-iucIs words 
of wisdom from the venerable ghost and to impart them 
to the king* who thus talked in the counsel of his glorified 
father/ 

En a district of Centra] Africa on the western l>p^J4ia 

aide of I-ike Victoria Nyahra, the soufc of dead king-. 
become ruling spirit? : temples arc built in their honour anti wiI'tt*** 
priest a appointed to serve them. The people are composed rr 
of two different races, the ikirn, who are aboriginal^ and 
the Buhima, who arc immigrants from the north. The 
royal family belongs to the Iluhima stock. In his lifetime 
the king 1 * person is sacred ; and all his actions, property, 
and so forth arc described by special terms appropriated 10 
that pur | use The people ire divided into Totemic clans : 
the totems \ y*u(£ire : are mostly animal* or parts of animats: 
no iTirm may kill or eat his totem animal, nor ninny a 
woman who ha* the same totem as himself. The royal 
family wnm to have serpents for ihrrf Totem : after death 
the king's soul lives m a serpent, w hile his body is buried in 
the hut where he died The people mere a supreme god 
itemed Rugnhft, who fs believed to have created man and 
cattle * but they know (ittSe about him, and though they 


k K«r. J. r&* 

m iiH 

1 fU . (. b»-'*. f%4 AV-V^lCl, 

H Itl ft T 115 I l^r lmnh »Slltr 
iujriic jji till 7 ramie* t«r the iLii. ihiiji of 

dir Ktfic^ -'f Ul^n.U. See C T. 

arid ft. VV\ F*Jkin» tfrindd 
MH.r tAf K&ffii* SfuJim |I>juiJ.ci r 
i. W&: " TllS ilHvifn iir 

the. a^tlj jy.^-rat .bit Du L/C f ey/.I i kd 


jm JihiI-b'mIj, M Utdi g^ia ah 
krpe with rr ! i^ioir a nfT, 1 m I buufcat are 

EET^Enifc Otti lltrUI. wrillrll ate Bfijfli 

Ifw fnmtafct ffiprTO** tn ihc 

pHnrLfyd <jI ihc c«HiUrj’ r - r; d 

whriT huditta ucfHkm ut iJw * leeubifetii- 
c.ffTfcii" Thir ter* i] m/V rn 

of u< Vi doubt lU> tempia m which 
iht ini! nattl #rrLn^ <i£ ib^ 

feJn^n. &ir fcrpi jaid wwifUjipHL 


TffE ORiGtN OF asms 


41 OTX TFl 


The 

fcrmJrfp erf 

(MW*^ 

vfurin 
**untt£ LI* 
fkffltTI 
iTibei erf 
N(irl?;Trr. 
lOiulciii^ 


<7rf 


occasionally pray to him, particularly in Lbe case of n 
dDEetiU birth, be has m pffeflfl and receives no sacrifices. 
The bu.tincs* of the priests is to act as Intermediaries not 
between G<d and its?m. but bctu-ceh men am! the spirit:. 
Tlir spirits arc bdfcvcd to have been formerly kings of the 
world. The Highest of them b a certain Wainara, who 
tuImh over she souls of tile dead, and w ho would seem b« 
have been a great king in hi* lifi^ Temple* ore built for 
him ; they arc like the iibu*e& of men, but only half as 
targe. A per(tf:Ujat hoi y fire is kept up in each temple* 
and the prfcst piiRscs the night in it He receive# white 
sheep or goat* as victims, and generally acts also a- a 
diviner or physician. When a man i* very ill* he thinks 
that Wamara* llie lord of the spirits Of the dead, is summon¬ 
ing him to the far country ; so he sends a sacrifice to 
Wjiii iru-a priest who prays to the spirit to let the sick 
man live yet a while , 1 This great spirit of an ancir in 
king, who now rulers over the dead* resembled the Egyptian 
Oairbw 

The Hon Hi tribes who inhabit the great tableland of 
Northern Rhodesia revere a supreme being whom they call 
Lera, but thdr ideas about him art haxy* Thunder, light* 
ning, earthquakes, rain* and other natural phenomena are 
grouped together under his name as manifeslatiotis of his 
power* Among the marc progressive tribes, such as the 
Awcmba and the IVabisa, the gTcal god is thought to take 
some interest in human affair?; and though they do not 
pray lo him, they nevertheless invoke him by hb names nt 
pfHi.%, which set forth hb attributes: as the protector and 
judge or mankind. It is lie, 100. who receives the souls o i 
She departed u Yet, air far as the dominant Wcmha tribe 
b concerned, the cult of l^a is outside thdr ordinary 
religion. Theme is no direct access to him by prayer or by 
sacrifices, which are m ade to Miitenga and the oilier great 
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tribal and ancestral spirits instead, For upon such animism 
is founded the whole fabric of Wombs religion ."* 1 The 
ancestral spirits whom the Awcmbn and all other tribes of 
this region worship may be divided into two mam classes. 
First come the spirits of departed chiefs, wlio ure publicly 
worshipped by the whole tribe; and second come the 
spirits of near relations who are worshipped privately 
by each head of a family . 1 " Among the Awcmba there 
is no special shrine for these purely family spirits, who are 
worshipped inside the hut, and to whom family sacrifice of 
a sheep, a goal, or a fowl is made, the spirit receiving the 
blood spilt on the ground, while all the members oi the 
family partake of ihc flesh together. For a religious ttVrnba 
man die cult of the ipirit of his nearest relations (of his 
grandparents, or of hie deceased father, mother, elder brother, 
or maternal unde) fa considered quite sufficient. Out of 
these spirit relatives a man will worship one whom he 
considers as his special familiar, for various reasons. For 
instance, the diviner may have told him that his last illness 
was ci iused because be had not respected the spirit of his 
uncle , accordingly he will be careful bt future to adopt his 
uncle as Ins tutelary spirit As a mark of such resjwct he 
may devote a cow or i goat to one of the spirits of his 
ancestors. Holding the fowl, for instance, in his hands, he 
will dedicate it, asking the spirit to come and abide in it, 
upon which the fowl is let go, and is afterwards called by the 
name of the spirit. Jf the necessities, however, of the larder 
demand that it should be killed, another animal is taken, and 
the spirit Is <s-ked to accept it as a substitute l Ikrfotc 
beginning any special task, such a a hoeing a new garden, 
or going on a journey, Wemba men Invoke their tutelary 
Spirits to be with them ami to asrist their efforts, in short 
ejaculatory prayers usually couched in a set formula. Among 
many of the tribe-, in the North L nan gw a district longer 
formal prayers are still made to all the deceased ancestor* 
of the clan al the lime of harvest, jj-king them to protect 
the crops arid to drive away illnesses and evil spirits from 
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the family, which honours th^m with libations of beer and 
offering* of the first-fruits ." 1 

Tt* Thus uiflnrlg them tritx^i who nil belong to the great 

Bantu family, the public worship which a whrile tribe pay* 
»p^n ii to the kjuI* of its dead chiefs is probably nothing but an 
"zbTZZn* extension of die private worth ip which every family pay* 
jratiaii ^ pf ivarely to die souls of i» dead men liters, And jusi as. 
"tS * 1 J the member* of his family whom * man worship* privately 
jj* not mythical being* conjured up by imagination oui o| 
a distant p&jt* but were once rirnl men like himself whom lie 
knew in Lift, it may be lib father, or unde, or elder brother, 
so we may be sure dial In like mariner the dead chief* 
rewed by the Whole tribe are not creations of the myth'cal 
fancy, but were once real men o l flesh and Wood, who ruled 
over the tribe, and who*e memory has been more or less 
faithfully preserved by tradition. In this respect die tribes 
of Northern Rhodesfa are typical of all the tribe* of that 
great Bantu family which occupied titurly the whole too them 
half ^f Africa* frutn the grent equatorial lake* to the Cape 
of Good II opt The main practkal re tig ion of all these 
Huinmui* and widespread people* appear* to {*? the worthip 
of their ancestors 

^ Tet adduce In full the evidence which points to tins 
untJo conclusion would lead m too far from our pfwni *ub* 
it» J 6 ** * ^ nnW Hulfee to rite a few typfeat statement* °1 
aHn competent authoriric* which refer ta different tribe* of the 
s ^ 01 stock. Speaking with special reference to the tribe* of 

Soot^ltUp Africa, ihe Rev« jsrnics Maodrmald tell* «* 
tint "the religion of the Bantu, which they not only profit 
lull really regulate ibdr conduct by fc Is based on the Ijclitf 
tint the iprrit^ of rbdr ancestor* interfere constantly In their 
affairs Every man worships hi* own jtncasfors and offers 
sacrifices to avert their wrath. The clan worships ihe spEfils 
of ihc ancestors of ii> chief*. and the tribe worship* the 
*pi.ritt oj the ancestors of the paramount chiefs * ,L The 
religion of the Haniti was tasetl upon the supposition of the 
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CJtiitcricc of spirit, that could interfere with the affaire oC 
thb uotld These spirits were those of their aucestori and 
, their decease chichi, the greatest of whom had control over 
lightning. When the spirits became offended or hungry 
they -*fU a pUtgue or disaster until sacrifices were offered 
and their wrath or hunger was appeased* The head of 4 
Tamil. =..■! commnmrjs on ^udi an occasion killed an animal# 
and all ate of the meat, ai the huuyry ghost was supposed 
to Lie ^ati-.fial wish ilv= smelL" 1 Fot cxmmpje t in Llie year 
i she ■■jii of a chief of the Fondomhi tribe was arrciied 
for an a**au1i and sent for trial before a colonial court It 
chanced in be a ^eiiOn of Intense heat and severe drought, 
and tile Poiuteinid tribe attributed these calami ties to the 
wrath of a dead chief named Gwanya, very famous In his 
life Sniic, v/ho.- liody # fa -tuned to a log, lud been buried 
Under a heap of Uones in a deep pool of the Una river, 
Tbi* redoLibtable chieftain wa* the Seventh ancestor in the 
direct line of She man who had committed the assault; and 
he warmly filmed the indignity which the whites had done 
to a noble trim* nf liii house by consigning him to durance 
vlk To appease the natural indignation of tire gho^t. the 
tribesmen killed a mk on the bank* of the pool which 
contained hit grave, and threw the flesh into the water 
alony wish new didit-s hill of beer. Thu prisoner, Iioweeci, 
w as convfeted of the a^auls and sentenced by die ruthless 
maglstimtc, who was no urspccter of ghmti, to pay a fine, 
But the inbe: clubbed Logeiher and paid the fine for him; 
.Tfid a few day-> later rain fell in plenty. The mollified gho d 
had opened the celestial sluice*, 1 

Another writer, describing the religion of the South 
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Afric.ui Bantus* telb m that J the irur-snJ ^ptriia love (be 
Very thing* they l»vcd before they passed through the flesh ; 
they dirrbh the same desire* and have the aainc antipathic*. 
The living cannot add £0 the number of the wives of aneertraJ 
spirits; hut they e^n kill cattle in thdr honour and keep 
their praise anil memory alive on earth. Above all things 
they can give them beef and beer. And It the living do 
not give them juffident of fhefcs things the spirits are supposed 
to give the people a lad time ; they swml draught and sick* 
nes, and famine, until people kill cattle in tludf kttUOUVV 
When men m alive they love to be pndsed and flatter*^ 
fed and attended U* ; after death they want the very same 
thing*, for death doe* not change personality. . . . In 
time of drought, or steknev> r or great trouble, there would 
be great searching* of heart as to which ancestor had lieen 
neglected* for the tremble would be supposed to be cauW 
by the neglected oneettof; Moat of the people would get 
the subject on rhdr nerves (at least* .I-* far as a Kafir Could 
gee anything on the leather strings which dtduty foT ihstvm , 
and 5-jrne ^ would sure 10 have a vivid dream in which 
an ancestor wuuld complain that die pctipk had not pratted 
him half enough of lair. So an ox would be killed. cither 
by the head-man of the ferial or by a diviner, Then the 
man would my over the os as It was being killed * 1 Cry out, 
ox of So-and So£ lialen to 11a, So-and-So; this h your ox ; 
we praise ym by dl your laud-giving name-., and tell of .ill 
yam deeds ; do not be angry with u-. any more; do you wot 
see that this b your ox? Do not accuse us o) neglecting 
you ; when, forsooth, have we ceased to praise you and offer 
you meat and beer f Tike note, then, that here is another 
ox we lire offering to you/ When the ox is dead -rime of 
the ment b mixed with herbs and medicfnei and placed In 
^ hur with a bowlful of blood* This meal is placed hi the 
part of the hut where the man loved to while he was 
alive, and sonic one b told off to guard the sacrifice The 
meat f* left for a night, or longer* and the spirit* are 
supposed to come and enjoy the sni II, or drink llie scrum 
which 0020s from the mc^h and to inhale the smell of the 
beer. The priest or diviner will then sprinkle the people 
and the huts with medicine made from the contents of the 
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stomach of the ox. He place* □ little on a sherd ; when 
this is dry he bums ii and calls on the spirit? to smell the 
incense. After the meat ha* been left for a certain time it 
ta taken out and cooked, and eaten by the men near the 
cattle kraal in public. ... If the trouble does not vanish 
after this ceremony the people gel angry and say to the 
spirits, ’When have we ceased to kill cattle for you, and 
when have we ever refused to praise you by your proisc- 
■9 a me* j Why, then, do you treat us so shabbily? If you 
do not behave better we shall utterly forget your names, and 
Jlien what will you do when there is no one to praise you? 

You will Have to go and live oil grasshopper* If you do 
not mend your ways we shall forget you. What use la it 
that we ktli oxen for you and praise you ? You do not give 
us rain or craps, or cause our cattle to bear well; you show 
no gratitude in return for all we do for you We shall 
utterly disown you. Wc shall tell the people that, as for us, 
we have no ancestral spirits, and this will be ;o your shame, 

Wc ore disgusted with you/"' Thtis the sweet savour of 
beer aud beer does not suffice to content Caflre ghosts; 
they share the love of praise and flattery with many god? 
of higher rank. 

Among i He Uosutos, an important Bantu people of 
South Africa, " each family is supposed to be under the 
direct influence and protection of its ancestors ; hut the 8 ujw« 
tribe, taken as a whole, acknowledges for its national gods 
the ancestors of lhe reigning sovereign. Thus, the Hasutos 
address their prayers to Monaheng and Mcllutni, from 
whom their chiefs arc descended. The fhiharutsis and the 
Jlaxok'iig- Invoke Tobegc and his wife Mam pa. Mampa 
makes known the will of her husband, announcing each of 
her reveljitltms by these words, ' 0 rt! 0 rtf' ‘Be has 
said 1 he Jvas said 1 1 They make a distinction between the 
ancient and modem divinities. The latter tire considered 
inferior in power, but more accessible ; hence ihf* formula, 
which is often used: 1 New gods I entreat the ancient gods 
for its f In all countries spirit* are more the objects of 
fear than of love, A deep feeling of terror generally accom¬ 
panies the idea that the dead dispose of the lot of the living, 
i thillf ? Kidd* T&* A: trnted A>i> (London, iqo*h 
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The ancteflU spoke much of lutxn^d *h:idcx U tlrey 
sacrificed to the manci, il wm generally in order to ajtpca.tr 
thcni. These fffena perfectly correspond to thcnc of the , 
tbivunv.. They conjure rather than pray ; Ailhotigh they 
seek to gain favour*. they think more of averting eHhsttoe* 
ment. their predominating Idea as to their ancestor* Is, 
that they arc continually endeavouring to draw them to 
Item vest Every disease 1 % attributed to them* thin 
medicine am&ng ite e jJeopk It almost entiidy a fC% 1 ou> 
affair. The first thing Is |« discover, by means of the Jftub 
(divining bOnef}* under the Influence or what msErnv the 
patient h auppowd t be. In It an ancestor on the fatter 1 ! 
side or die iti cither 1 -. 3 According a* Kite d*ekle\ the 

pa tern a I or maternal unde will offer the purifying sacrifice, 
but rarely the father or brother, Tbi* sacrifice alone con 
render effic ittoun she mrdidhes prescribed h\ the < 
(doctor', . * . As M»n as a person Is dead lie ukta Ills 
place among the family god^ His remains ate deposited 
In the cattle-pen. An ox is immolated aver bffl grave, 
thh it. the firal oblation made to the flew divinity, und at 
the cvmi: tittle an act of interop ion in his favour, serving 
to ensure his happy reception in the tuhkrmncan legion*. 
All those pregcn l aid in sprinkling tJic grave, and rcijcat the 
following prayer 1 1 Repose in peace with the gods ; give m 
trenquil flights . 1111 

Similarly antentg the Thonga. another Bantu tribe %tf 
South Africa, Miny man, who ha* departed this earthly Ufc a 
becomes a tMhivmfa, * god 1 “'when .in old decrepit 
man or worn an dies, he a! mice become- a god: hi? ha* 
entered the domain of infinity -* 1 id thli tribe " the spirits 
of the ancestor* am the main object* of religion* worship. 
They form tin* principal category of spirit :/ 14 w On the 
one hand, the ancestor-gods arc truly gods, endowed with 
the attributes of divinity ; whilst, cm the other, they *cem 
to be nothing but mere human beings exactly on the 
level as their iiprfthlpptiri / 1 * There are two great clasps 
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of these ancestor'gods, to wit, * those of the family, ami 
those of the country* the laltcr being those nf the reigning 
, family. Ttey do nr4 differ aft regardr Lheir nature in 
naiEOnaJ calami!ks those of the country arc invoked, whilst, 
for purely family mattert, those of the family arc called 
upon. Moreover! each family has two sei> of |p>d*! those 
on I hr father*--, side and those on the movhcf , & 1 iho ■■<- of 
ivivya and tho^ of tahyhnawt. They arc equal in dignity. 

Both can be Invoked, And the dicinatory bnnea are always 
a%bed to which the offering must he mado. It scems p 
however, as if the giid* on the mother* side were marc 
tender-hearted and more popular than those on the father's. 

The reudn for thi* ta p perhaps* that rektiemv arc ea_iier with 
the fninity of the mother than with that of the father. It is 
also Jwl possible that it is a rdic of the matriarchal period, 
whrri the ancestor* of the mol tier only were known, and 
consequently invoked. At any rate* the part played by 
A ifut-mtu [aterimi] nephews if! the ufTcringa sh. tvs that they 
are the title representatives of the gods, not of those of their 
father, hut of their Anther* 1 Among the THoagn "the 
belief in die contitttnukm of life after death Is universal, 
being at the base of the an cestjol.itry* which h the religion 
qf the tribe / 1 1 + ‘ How real is the ancestcoktry, the religion 

of ihe Thong** of* in fact, all the Souik African DsnlUe S 
HW frequent and manifold arc it* nfumifraiatlnrisi I This is 
tlie first, and the rmmt perceptible vet of their religions 
intuitions, and any European, who has stayed in their 
village*. learnt their langUiige, and tried to insdec-taml their 
customs, ha-v had the opportunity of familiarizing himself 
with this religion " 1 

Among the Ba -niton ami Bcdmann* h who also belong to ^r*xk+* 
the great Bantu family, the ycrilicinl ritual h not highly 
developed * Only in great misfortunes which affect lire ^mmig ft* 
whole ptviple or the royal family, a black m b daughtefed , 
for m such ca^e* they always think that the angry spirits ^ hN t lM 
of the departed are Ihe cause of all the Mjfferrng. " AV 
4iw ( ?£w ( i &t hadimOf say the people* *ihc spirits arc rob¬ 
bing us/ The ox is led to the chiefs grave ; there they 
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pray* * Lord* we are come to cal] upon thee, tc who are 
thy children; make not our hearts troubled, lake not* 
Lord* ih.it which U mi??.' The old chief ii honoured and , 
praised in songs* h invoked by ill hi* prabc-nami's, the 
ox killed and tU flesh eaten, but the blood and the 
contents of the stomach are poured Oft the grave. and there 
the bone* of the t&erifieed antinal are also deposit ©A ? 1 

Th-i Zulus* another great Bantu Ltibc of South Africa* 
believe In the exigence of a being whom they call Unlcul- 
uninilu* whidi meins M the Old'Old-one* the matt indmt 
man." They *ay that “it h hr who was the first man . he 
broke off in the beginning. Wc do not know hk wife; and 
the ancient* do not tell tis that he had a wife." 3 This 
GM-Olrtame or Great-Great-one 11 h represented a* having 
made all tilings—mcn p cattle, water f fir^n the maiinUlnNn 
and whatever else is seen. Hr h also said to have appointed 
their names. Creation was effected by splitting a Wtsd* when 
the rirs( man ami other things issued ftnm the cleft.”* 
Further, the Zulus and other Cadre tribes of Natal M believe 
that* when n person dies* hU nr intuU -mrvive*. 

These words an: trUnslalCd 'spirit/ and there no 

objection to the rendering. They refer to something mani¬ 
festly distinguished from the body, and the nature of which 
the prophets endeavour to explain by saying that it b 
identical with the shadow. The residence ot the artmMi&£> 
or spirits, to b: beneath; the practice of breaking a 

man's &£ 5 .igvk p before they are buried with him* shows that 
be i-i believed to return to earth through the grave; while it 
appear* to be generally thought that, if the earth were 
removed from the grave* the ghost would return and frighten 
his rfc&ceirdrmts. When spirits have entered the future itsiic, 
they are believed to possess great power; prosperity is 
ascribed to their favour* and misfortune to their anger; they 
arc elevated in fact to the rank of deities* and [except where 
the Great-Great is worshipped Concurrently with them) they 
are the only objects of a Kafir's adoration. Their attention 
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(or providence) Is limited to ilsrir own rrtatfm—a father 
curing for the family, and a thief Tor the tribe, which they 
* respective tv fdl l^himl them. They arc telicved to occupy 
the umr rctdllveposition sls they did in ilse body, the departed 
spirit of *1 chief being jmme times invoked to compel a maif* 
anccsfo r$ to bits* him ," 1 

Jl To these shades qf the dead, especially to the ghosts of ssurttB* 
their great men. as jama, Seimiigakafia, and CJiaka, their 
former kings, they look for help, and ofkr sacrifices ; that fa p st^ 
slaughter cattle to them, and offer a sort of prayer, in time * U * M " 
qf danger and distils. , . * When they are sick, they 
slaughter cattle To the shades* and say, p Father, look cm me, 
thm this disease may cease from me_ Let me have health 
on the c.irth. and live a long lime/ They carty the meat 
into the house, and shut it up there, laying. F Let the paternal 
-1 hades cut, 50 shall they know that the offering was mule 
for them, and grant us great wealth* *0 that both wc and our 
dul-'I t f m* may prosper/ In the cattle-fold they talk a long 
time, probing the ghosts ; they take the contents of the 
stoma eh* a rad strew it upon all the fold i\gain they take 
ib and strew it within the houses, saying, 1 Hill, ft fend I Thou 
of such A place* grant m a blessing, beholding what we have 
done You see this distress ; may you remove it, *inec we 
have given you our animal We know not what mom you 
want, whether you still require anything more nr not. 1 They 
say, 1 May you grant grain, flint it may be abundant, that 
wc may eat* of course* and not be in need of anything* since 
now wc have given you what you want- 1 They' say. 1 Yes, 
for a long time have you preserved me in all my going. 

Heboid, you sex, [ have jml come to have a kraal. This 
kraal wm built by yumdf K father ; and now why do you 
consent to diminish your own kraal ? Build on us as yon 
have begun, let it be large, that your offspring, atilt here 
shove, may inenrase, increasing in knowledge of you t whence 
eomcch great power. 1 Sometimes they make beer for the 
ghosts, and leave a little in the pot, saying* 1 It will be eaten 
by the ghosts that they may grant an abundant harvegt 
again* that wc may not have a famine/ If one fa on the 
point of being injured by anything, he says* 4 ) was pre* 
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*TV?tl by our divinity, wliEcti wai still watching over tnr 
periapt be slaughter* a goat in honour of the smc, «M 
puts the gall on his head; and when the goat eric, out for * 
pai„ of being killed, be says, 1 Yes, then .there is your animal, 
let it cry, that ye (nay |u‘ar,ye Our gods who have [ircservcu 
me; t myself am desirous of living on thus a long time h«e 
on the earth ; why then do you call me to account, aJtwe I 
think t am all right In respect to you ? And while 1 Ihe, 1 
put my trust in you, our paternal anil maternal gods' 

" Black iKtiple,” the Zulus, " do not worfhip ah 
Amalorgo imUJIbWntty, that fa, all the dcadcl their trite- 
Speaking generally, the bead of each hou^ is wo, dipped 
by the children of that house; for they do not know the 
aticbjiSv who 4tc 4 dpd, nor thcSr iwncfli ihmr 

namr . But their father whc»m they kiicrstf is iht- head by 
whom they bc-in and ««1 in their prayer, for ihry krmw 
him !*st, anil his love for his children ; they nmrmbcr his 
kindness :o them wtdlst lie was living ; they compare hib 
treatment of them whilst he was living, support themselves 
by it. anti nay, * He will slfll treat us in I he same way now 
he is dead. We do not know why he should regard other* 
besides us; he will regard us only . 1 So it is then although 
they worship the many Amatongo of their tribe, making » 
great fence around them for their protection ; yet their fathec 
fa far before all others when they worship the Amatongo, 
Theft father is a great treasure to them even when he is 
dead And those of his children who ore already grown up 
know him thoroughly, hfa gentleness, ami bfa bravery-. Ami 
if there is illness in the village, the eldest son lauds him 
with the laud-giving names which he gained when fighting 
with the enemy, ami at the same time lauds all the other 
Am'(tango ; the son reproves the father, saying , 1 We for our 
parts may just die. Who are you looking after ? Let W 
die all of us, that wc may sec into whose house you will 
enter,* You will eat gravihoppers; you will no lon^ei be 
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Invited t q go anywhere, be" you destroy your own village . 1 
After that, because they have worshipped him, they Lake 
courage saying * 1 He has heard; he will come and treat our 
dtscascfti and they nil I cease . 1 Such then is the faith which 
children have in the Itongo [ancestral spirit] which is their 
Milter, And if there is a chief wife of a village* who has 
given birth to children, and if her husband is not dead, her 
itongi] is much reverenced by her husband and alt the 
children. And that chief wife becomes an Itongo which 
takes great care of the village. But it is the father especially 
that is the head of the village *' 1 Thus among the Zulus 
it is the spirits of those who have just died, especially the 
spirits of father* and mothers, who arc most revered and 
worshipped. The spirits ol the more remote dead arc for* 
gotten. 

When the miasiornirtts inquired into the religious ideas 
of the Hcrenk u Bantu tribe of German South-West Africa, 
they heard much of a certain Mukuro, whom at first they 
took Co be the great god of heaven and earth. Accord¬ 
ingly they adopted Mnkuru as the native name for tin: 
Christian God* and set out on their minion to preach the 
glad tidings of Mnkurn and his divine Son to the poor 
benighted heathen* But thdr first experiences were dis¬ 
concerting. Again and again when they arrived iff 
a village and announced their intent ion to the chief* they 
were brought up very short by that greai man. who told 
them with an air of astonishment that he himself wa?? 
Miikum. For example* Me&ars. Buttncr and Irk paid a visit 
to an cjI d chief named TJcndii and remonstrated with him on 
the Impropriety of which he had been guilty in giving a 
Lint keel girl in marriage to a native gentleman whose 
dolin'site arrangements were framed on the polygamous 
patriarchal patient. M Mukuni will punish you for that/ 
said Mr. Bilttner, u What?* roured the chief. " Who 1 * 
MukumF Why p I am Mukuru in nfly Own tribc p u and I t 
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bundled the two missionaries nut of tlte village. A rej'Ctiuon 
of the* painful InOtdfaiU at last impre^ on the minds ol 
the missionaries the conviction lhal Mukuru wa* not God al 
a!) but lb;' head of a family, an anccsr-f, whether 

alke or dead. 1 They ascertained at the wiltt time that the 
[leicro rceognlre a ifo -'l god who dwells in heaven end 
bears the nine of Ndjmnbi K a rung*. H«t they do not 
worship him nor bring him oiferitigs, becan^- 1 he is « J kt«4 
tii.it he hurts nobody, and therefore they tie. il tud fear him. 
« Rather they share the opinion of the otlier HanUi tribes 
that Ndjamhi. the good Creator, has withdrawn t > he avert 
and left the government on earth to the demon* 11 It i- 
true that the Hereto are acquainted with fuini thment for 
ivhal is bad. Hut that punishment they tucribc to MuktifU 
or their ancestors, it is their ancestors (iptvriwrtr 1 ) whom 
they must fear; it is they who arc angry awl «n bring 
dinger and misfortune ntt a man, iJo It is intelligible that 
Uur whole of their worship turns, not on JfdJatnbi K a rung*, 
but on llieir ancestors. It is in outer to win and keep their 
favour, to avert their displeasure and wrath, ir> nhort in 
propitiate them, that the Hereto bring their many offerings: 
they do so not out of gratitude, but out of fear, not riVt of 
love, but nut of terror. Their religion h a worship of 
ancestors with here and there touches of fetishism," * “ Thire 
among the Herein, a-? among all Iktntu tribes, there exists a 
religious dualism: they know the highest, the true God, but 
they worship their ancestors." 1 And among the worshipful 
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ancestor- H (he old dead chiefs of ever} 1 tribe lake the first 
place- The son of a groat dead chief and the whale tribe 
worship that eld fetlicf as their god Hut the remote 
ancestors of that chief they do not worship, indeed they 
hardly know them by name anil can tin longer point to ihdr 
graves.* * 11 Thus with the Hererc. as with the Zulus* il is 
the recent and well ♦feme inhered dead who arc chiefly nr 
exclusively worshipped; as the souls of tile departed recede 
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further nnd further into she past their memory |*rkh«, and 
the nimbus of supernatural glory which endwted it for a time 
fades gradually away. 

The religion of Hie Ovainbo, another Bantu tribe of 
German South-West Africa b limiter- They al*o recognize 
□ great being r.imcxi Katanga, who created the world and 
man, but titty neiihcr fear nor worship him. A far greater 
pnrt Is played in the friigiem at lhc Qvambo by their belief 
in spirits, and amongst the worshipful spirit* * contipfcupu* 
place is assigned 10 the souls of the d ead, Every man 
leaven behind him at death a spirit, which comtaue* to exi«U 
gel earth and can influence the living ; for example, i: may 
enter mto their bodice and thereby cause all «m» of sack- 
ness However, the uts of <irdinhry dead men can exert 
their influence only on members of their owo families ; the 
iiflfub of «h. L ad chiefs, on the oilier hand, have power over tfcr 
rain p which they can rilher give nr withhold To these 
powerful spirits a port I an of the new corn is offered at 
harvest as a thankoffering for their forbearance in not 
visiting the people with wcktito, and above all for thdr 
bounty in sending down the fatttWng showers Oft the crops, 
Hie souli of .lead magicians are particularly dreaded ; and 
to prevent the multlplkailoit of these dangerous spirit* It 
h customary to dkmouber their bodies, severing the arms 
nnd legs from the trunk and cutting the tongue out <if 
the inrnith- If there precaution!) arc taken immediately 
after death, the soul of the dead man cannot become 
a ihingBTtttt* ghost; the mutilation of hi* hotly has priicti- 
cully disarmed his spirit . 1 

The Wake he, a Bantu tdbe of German Hast Africa, 
believe in ;t groat Invisible spirit named N guru hr, who created 
the world and rules both human destiny and She dements. 
Me st Is who makes the rain to tail, the sun to shine, 
the wind to blow, the thunder to roll, and the crops So 
grow* u Hus god is accordingly conceived as all-powerful, 
yet with the limitation that he only cKcreisca a general 
power of direction over the world, especially human fate, 
while the mtts#&a t the spirit* of the dea d, wield a per- 
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mnncnt and very considerable influence on the course of 
particular event*. Nguruhi is lord *ls« of all the spirits 
of the dead («n«<wfci), but hi* relation to them has not 
been further thought out. With this Supreme Being the 
people hold no intercourse by means of prayer, sacrifice, 
or in any other way. He Hands remote from the religious 
life oi the Wahehc and really serves only as an explana¬ 
tion of alt those thing* and events which are otherwise 
inexplicable. All religious Intercourse, all worship centra 
alone un the spirits of the dead. Hence if we peak of a 
religion of the Wahehc. it mint be described a-, a pure 
worship of ancestors ." 1 The human soul quits the body al 
iteath and at once become* an aticr-*Jrai spirit f m'lit&g), 
invisible and endowed vrith complete liberty ■ l (motion, 
liven the youngest children have ^ud* which rank among 
the ancestral spirits at death. Hence the great multitude of 
the dead comprise;' spirits of all agc>, from the infant tine 
day old to the grey'haired patriarch. They arc good or bad 
according u they were good or bad in lite, and their '*.eial 
position also is unchanged. He who was powerful iti life is 
powerful also in death ; he who sii a itohsljr amnng men 
h a nobody also among the spirits. Hence the ghost of a 
great man can do more lor the living than the ghost uf a 
common mun; and the ghost of a man can do more than 
the ghost of a woman. Yet even the meanest ghost has power 
over the greatest living man, who can only defend himself 
by appealing for help to stronger ancestral spirit*. Thus 
white the Supreme Being exercises u general superintendence 
over affairs, the real administration i* in the hands of the 
ancestral spirits. While he. for example, regulates the 
weather as * whole, it is the ghosts who cause each par¬ 
ticular shower to fall or the sun to break out in glory Trent 
the duuds. if he wmds plagues on the whole people or 
stays the ravages of disease, it i* the ghosts who make each 
individual sick or sound. These powerful 'pint* exert 
themselves especially to help their descendants, though they 
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do net hesitate 10 plague thcfrown kith and kin If they think 
tfcrnam s neglected. They Hit &i-dy through the ftir and 
in:«li od trees, mountains, and so forth, but (hey lodge by . 
preference at their graves, and yow ate alw ays »ure cf finding 
ihcrti there, if yofl wish to consult them , 1 I hut Is why in 
the country of lhe Wahdic the only places of sacrifice «e 
the graves; temple# and illtn are unknown. However, it »«• 
tinly the bodies or considerable persons that ore buried; the 
corpses of common folk are simply thrown away in the 
bush * so that the number of grave* and tomequttiilly o( 
^rifidal places is strictly limited. The .»!**»* of the dead 
appear to the living most commonly ill dreams to give 
them Information or warning, but oftener to chide and 
torment them, So die shaper wake* in a fright and consults 
a diviner, who direct# him what he must do in order to 
appease the angry ghost. Following the direct tons of his 
spiritual adviser the man sacrifices an ox, or it may be only 
a heep or a fowl, at the tomb of one of his ancestor*, pi ay* 
to the ghost, and having scattered * few mur.vds of the 
victim's flesh on the grave, and spat a mouthful of l* rr upon 
it, retires with his family to feast on the remainder of she 
carcase. Such sacrifices to the dead are offered oh occasion 
of sickness, the lack of male heirs, a threatened war, an 
intended journey, in short, before any important undertaking 
of which the issue is doubtful; anti they are accompanied 
by prayers for health, victory, good harvests, and *> faith , 4 
tv. Once more, the Bablma, a Bantu people of Ankolr. in 

viHuhijx Central Africa, believe in a supreme god Lugaba, who 
auimue'lIc dwells in the sky and created man and beast, but " thi* 
fab' 1 " 11 , supreme being is not worshipped nor arc offerings made to 
Z cSLf him; he has no sacred place. Although they talk freely about 
him, and acknowledge him to be their great benefactor, 

■ hey accept all his gifts as a matter or course, and make him 
no offering to return, , . .. One must not, therefore, con¬ 
clude that the Bah fata are an irreligious people ; like rnoitof 
the Bantu tribes their religion consists chiefly in dealing with 
ghos is of departed relatives, and in standing well with them; 
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from tlit king 10 thrr humblest peasant the ghost* call far 
daily eorufderatiDr and constant offering*, whilst ill 1 * deities 
arc only sought iri case of great trial" or national calamities 
To relcm. now, to tic: worship of dead chief's or ki:tj==; 
among the Ihirlc tribes of Northern Rhode d*. Hi 1 -* spirits ^*.1 rtw* 

uf dead duels had priestesses to wait «[xm them. who were 
called the “ wives of the departed." The.-c were elderly evimu 
women who led a celibate life and swept die hills des<i 
died to the ghosts Of the chiefs. The aid of these dead tthndwi* 
jHJlcntates was invoked in time of war and in season* of 
draught, and special offerings were hrough! to their shrines 
at liar vest* Among the Awemlw whn form the arfeto- 
er,iey of the country * when a diviner announced that * 
draught was caused by the spirits nf dead chief* or kings 
buried lit MwnroJi. a bull would hr sent to be Merilwcd 
to (he soub of the deceased rulers; or if ihc draught 
WA5 severe, a human victim would be dfMjmichcd, and the 
high priest would keep him caged in * stoutly woven 
fidi.basket, until the preparations fnr the sacrifice w-te 
complete . 1 Among the Yorntic no fine might cat of the 
first-fruits of tlw crops until the living chief had *acriftccd 
a hull txrfore the loiuh of his grandfather, and had deposited 
pob of fmsh beer and porridge, made from the first-fruits, 

In from of the shrine. The ground aliout the tomb was 
then Carefully weeded, and the blood of the sacrificial victim 
sprinkled of! the freshly turned up soil and on the rafters 
„f the little hut. After thanking the ghost of his grandfather 
for the harvest, and bcggjng him to partake of the firat- 
fruit=, the clii.f and life train withdrew- 10 feast on the 
carcase anti the fresh porridge and beer at the village' 

When the head chief or king of the Awemha bid resolved 


1 Rm. J* Rwdf, *TJm fbUlm*. • 
tow TnV of ft* 

frjxl AmiAttf *-V ‘hd/k J M 
UWT] to* ^ wtjiffm 

pxJ It am ilixub! the umr 

ill* mptwwt fi^ WWW* 

by Iihc BihiEQAft m Kiiatau S#i 
tivT'U h f 7 J WLtb t ^' Lrl 10 thc 
hrlkwn i 4 ebe iru^n-ni* iSm 
g ia hwMy t*tt* « tlwl 11 iba bit, ind 
kwshIiIt ihr tnoH mm'-vd* 
nlipEMU #0 tj.t ehi3ti V* 


rdftElH** The pmirr of 

C bmU for I tfril Wltn llialnl' 

iWlTaritwi-Jtit ml. 

I c H. Sbeanc, 

Jikf iTrrtf *f AWAffl p A***- 


Jtjwr, ( 3 - -S^ 

* C ifrM 3 |sisi=r) j kuI ’ll 




fif. p- 1 1 . 

1 C. GqdlJ^turf ildiI H- Stowe, 

//- ill p 3 ^- 

1 <1 Gculdiili'irj ahtf H. 5BHB*, 

*/>. K*V. |J|X 


■iXlh II! 


,,, the onrcw or os/nts 

to make war on a dislam enemy, lw and the older m*« 
of the tribe would pray daily for victory to ihe spirits oi 
ihc dead ki n s ;* Ida predecessors. The day bcior: the army . 
iva 4 lo rel forth, the g real war-d mm boomed out and the 
warriors flocked together from the oidlyine district* under 
their respective opiums. In the dusk of the evening the 
king and the elderly women, who passed far the wives ol 
tbe dead kings ami tended their shrines at the eapti.il. 
went and prayed at these shrines that the routs of the 
departed monarchs would keep the war-path free (men ft** 
and lead the king in a straight course to the enemy's 
stockade. These solemn prayers the king led in 
atnl the women beat their bare breasts as they joined in 
the earnest appeal Next morning the whole s«ny was 
mainhidied in front of the ghost-hut* of the dead kings I 
the living king danced a war-dance before his imccslnr-., 
while hi* chief wife sprinkled him with holy How; mid 
all prostrated themselves in supplication before the shrine . 
Anwi Among thtm tribes of Northern Rhodesia the spirits 

ih^sTiKh.'. M f ,[ ea j ehlcfs or kings sometimes fake possession of thn 
y..yr iJ J W ,J ^ 3 Of live men or women and prophesy through then 
eidrfi tx mouths. When tike spirit of a dead chief cortir-. over a 
St T man, he begins to tear like n lion, n hereupon tire women 
jjather together and beat the drums, shouting that the chief 
tS has come to visit the village. The man thus temporarily 
i—, inspired will prophesy of future wars or impending attacks 
- U ni** ' by lions- While the inspiration lasts, he may cat nothing 
t "" 1 " cooked by lire, but only unfermented dough- However, 
lutX.at* the Spirit of u departed chief takes possession of women 
eftener than of men. " These women assert that they Me 
[KJ*wrsscd by the soul of some dead chief, and when they 
fed the divine afflatus, whiten their faces to attract atten¬ 
tion. and anoint themselves with flour, which has a religious 
am! sanctifying patency. One of their number beats a 
drum, and ’the others dance, singing at the same rime 
a weird song, with curious intervals- Finally, when they 
have arrived at the requisite pitch of religious exaltation, 
i he possessed woman falls to the ground, and bursts forth 
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Iniu a low and almost inarticulate chant, which has a most 
uncanny effect. All arc silent at once, and the iatkiitfamga 
,, medicine-unm) gather tound to interpret the voice of the 
spirit," * Sometimes the spirits of departed chief* are 
reincarnated in animals* which are then revered as the 
abode* of the dead rulers. Thus the paramount chief of 
the Amaiubwc is incarnated after death itt the form "f » 
voaiT ► lion, while Bi*a and Wiwa chiefs conic back in the 
dut* -if pythons. In one of the re*t-hoitse* neat Fife 
a lame python waxed fat on the offerings nf fowls and v-tr 
^jn T w u\ch the Winamwwnga prcwfitcd to li in the foml 
lelicf that it housed the spirit of one of their rkad chiefs. 

Due day unfortunately for himself the reptile deity ventured 
to dispute tire possession of the tert-boBse with a German 
csiltl*.-roller wiio was passing by: a discharge of shot 
w:iiiir,l tiie dispute in favour of the cattle-dealer* and the 
worshippers of the deity beheld him no more 

Another Bantu people who worship the spirits of their 
dead kings are the Baeot* or fcfaiotse ol the U pper {uil ll4 ^ 
ZamlKsL " The Batotae believe in a supreme god, the 
creaiot of all things, whom they call Nlaajbn He h'c- mu*!*, 
in the son, and b>' hi* marriage with the moan begat the 
world, the animals, and lust oT all men- But the cunning 
and ferocity of his creature man terrified the beneficent 
creator. iHi thut he lied from earth and escaped up the 
thread of a spider's web to heaven. There he still retains 
u certain power to interfere In human affair*, and that is 
why men sometimes [way and sacrifice to him. Fat 
example, the worshipper salutes the rising sun and offer* 
him a vessel of water, no doubt to quench the thirst of 
the deity on his hot journey across the sky. Again, when 
a locg drought ha* prevailed, a black ox is sacrificed to 
Nhmbc -:ss a symbol of the clouds big with the longed-for 
min* And before they *-ow the fields, the women pile the 
seeds and their digging lines in a heap, ind pray to the god 
that he would render their labour fruitful. 
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Yet while ill cy acknowledge ihe divine supremacy of 
Niambt, the Barotsr addict thru prayer* mirri frequently 
t>> the inferior deities, ilie rWiW, who Arc the rlrified king* 
uF tbe country. The tomb* of the departed monsidu may 
be w»ft near the villages which they inhabited in life. Each 
UWtib stand.*; in n grove of beautiful trees and i* encircled by 
a tall patls.uh* of glinted stakes, corad with fine mat*. 3 ikes 
the palisade whfcl* surrounds the royal residence of a living 
king. Sue: 1 1 a ex enclosure is sacred ; the people are lur¬ 
ks Men to ent r it lest they should dimurb the of him 

who ileeps L*doi*\. But the Inhabitants of ihe nearest village 
am charged with the duty of keeping the i.unb and the en* 
closure iti good order, repairing slie paU^idc, and replacing 
tin mat* when they ar: worn out Once a month, Jt the 
new moon* ihe wunidii sweep no! only the grave aiu) the 
end oa me but the whole village. The guardian of the tomb 
U at the same time a priest; he acts as intermediary be¬ 
tween the god and the people who come to pray to the deity. 
He bears the tit Jo <rf Ngomlnii ; alone has fh<r right to 
carer the sacred ^closure j the profane multitude must jfsEtd 
at ,i respectful dlitantx. Even the king himself, when he 
comes to consult one of hh ancestor*, is forbidden to set 
foot on the holy ground. In presence of the god* or, as 
they call him, the Master of the Tomb* the monarch mum 
bear himself like a slave in the presence of his lord. He 
kneels down near the entrance. claps hi* hit mi*, and gives 
the royal salute; and from within the rmeSosiuc the priest 
solemnly returns the salute, just as the king himself, when 
he holds tits Court, returns the salute of his subjects. Then 
the suppliant, whether king or commoner* makes his petition 
in tiie deity and deposits his offering; for no man may pray 
to the god with empty hands. Inside the enclosure* do c 
t - the entrance, is a bole which [5 supposed to serve as a 
channel of communication with the spirit of the deified king, 
tn it the offering* are placed. Often they consul of milk 
which in poured into the hole; ami the faster il drains 
nway. the more favourably inclined is the god thought to be 
to the petitioner. More soIieI offerings, such as flesh, clothes, 
and glass bead^ become the property of the priest after they 
haxc been allowed to lie fur a decent time beside the snened 
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aperture of die tomb. The spirits of dead kings are thus 
coiifuk* J on matters of pubflk concern ej 5 wdt as by private 
individ nuts touching their own affairs. If a war is to be 
waged, if a plague is raging among the people or a murrain 
nmaftg the eat tie, if the land is parched with draught* in 
short, if any dangrr threaten* or any calamity has □fHicicd 
the country, recourse is had to these local gods, dwelling 
each In 1 1 lb shady grove, not far from lhe atK)de> of the 
living. They arc near, but the great god in heaven is far 
away. What wonder, therefore* that their help is often 
sought while he li neglected f They are r.attonal heroes as 
.vclj tL4 ji'c j-:J j; thesr hbteiy it remembered : men tell of the 
doughty deeds they dliJ in their lifetime; why should they 
tic-t h ib'c to mi;..-.. mu r tbdr votaries now Ihat they have put 
un Itnmortality * AH met the country these tempte-tOmb* 

Ltiay be sccLft, They stwr as historical iimmimcdts to recall 
to the people rite names of their formes kings and the annals 
of theft country. Out of tLtc mos! popular of the royal 
•brines k near Scnenga at the southern end of the great 
plain of the BmoUc. Voyagers who go down the Zambezi 
du nut fail to pay their devotion* at the shrine, that the god 
of the place muy make thdr voyage to prosper and may 
guard the 6all canoe from shlpwiOck in the riiih am! roar 
of the rapid*; and when they return in safety they repair 
again tel thr sacred spot to deposit a ihaeik.ofFcring for the 
protection of the deity/ 

The foregoing examples suites to prove that the worship T-^ tN* 
of dead chiefs and king^s has been art linp^ruiit, perhaps we *iV^M 
may even say, the moat Important: clement In the religion 
of many African tribe*. Regarded from the native point VriTtnrttm 
of view nothing could be more naturul. The king rales 
O'.’rr Iiiv i^^plc in life ; and since M these tribes entertain .,r 
a firm and unquestioning belief not only in the existence 
but m the |K.wer of the spirits of the dead, they ncceasaTily 
ran dude that of all the departed spirits non* can be so 
potent for giXKl or evil, none therefore need to be propi¬ 
tiated earnestly fry prayer and sacrifice, a* the souls or 
dcitti king*, Thm while every family worships privately the 
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spirits of its own ancestors, the whole tribe worships publicly 
the spirits of it* dcputol monarch*, paying to each of th<J*e 
Invisible jiotentate*, whose reality they tnver dream of 
doubling. a homage of precisely the same »«t a* that which 
they remltf to his living success on the throne. Such a 
religion of ilis dead is by no mean* incompatible with the 
recognition of higher spiritual power* who may have ait origin 
quire independent of the worship of .incest* t*. We have 
sesm in point of fact that many iribn, Wfcose practical re¬ 
ligion Lt concentrated chiefly on their lic-uJ. nevcrthcles* 
acknowledge the existence of a impreme god. the creator of 
man ami of all things* whom they do not regard as a 
glorified ghewt. Tlw; BagamU, the most progressive and 
advanced of all the Bantu iribea, had a whole pantheon of 
gods whom they sharply distinguished from the worshipful 
spirits of thdr furefalher* 

Vet In spite of this-distinction we may suspect that fn many 
ca^es the Homing lira of division between gad* and wmslupful 
ghosts is deceptive ; and that the mitgiic touch of time* which 
distorts and magnifies ihe part, especially among people % wh ■ 
gee it only through the base of oral tradition* han glorified anti 
transfigured many n dead man into a deity. This at all 
events seems to him been the history' of of thir Btganrla 

gods. On this subject our best authority says that " ibr 
principal gods Appear to have been at one time human 
beings, noted for their skill and hra very, who were after- 
wards deified by the popple and inverted with supernatural 
powers-" 1 ' H Miiklffa held the highest rank among the god* 
of Uganda- lie was u benign god \ he never a«ked for the 
life of any human being, hut animals were sacrificed to him 
at the yearly (festival^ and also at other times when the 
king, or a Leading chief, wished to consult him. He had 
nothing to do with war, but sought to heat the bodies and 
mbits of men. He was the god of plenty; he gave the 
people an increase of food, cattle, and children. From the 
legends still current it seems to be almost certain that lie 
was a human being who* because of his benevolence, came 
lobe regarded A3 fi god. . * * The legend* about Mukasa 
arr of great interest; they show how the human clement 
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has been loaV En the divine, how Ihe natural ha* been effaced 
by the supernatural, lintll, in the minds of the coiuman 
people, only the supernatural remains." 1 

If we cannot prove that the great god Mukam bfmsdf ttw. 
wsu» once a man, ;vc have very tangible evidence that hh 
brother the war'god Kibnkn was £ 0 l For like the dead king 1 * 
f Uganda Kibuka was wordripped in a great conical hni j^iT^ir.r 
resembling the hiu* which living people Inhabit: like them, v*&*4*- 
hi* spirit was. ‘fupjuttcd to enter from time t time into the 
body of hs^ priest and to give oracle* through him , and like 
tfivrn he wa* represented in his temple by his personal relic*, 
hi* jawbone and hi^ navebatring, which were rescued from 
the ruin^ of hss temple and now red in the Ethnological 
Muieum at Cambridge, In hire of this complete parallelism 
tel ween the god and ihe kings whose jK-rsonal existence is 
not open to question, it scenic difficult to doubt that KihuWa 
wat once like them a real man, and that he spoke wiili th* 
jawbone and made bodily use of the other corporeal organ* 
which were preserved in his temple/ 

The*e analogies lend some support to the theory that in Thm a a 
ancient Egypt, where the kings were wot shipped by ihdr 
people both in life and death, Osiris may have beets originally 
nothing but out of the- deified monarch* whose worship * 
gradually eclipsed that of all the rest and ended by rivalling ""j kl ^ 1 | 
or even surpassing that of the great siui-god himself.. Wc ,>j y^i*, 
have T^cn that at Abydtrt, one ot the principal certtTtrs of his 
worship-, the tomb of Osiris was identified with the tnmh of »nri Kinr 
King Khcnt, tme of the enriicst monarch* of The first Egyptian 
dynasty, and that in ihi? tomb were foilnd a woman'* richly 
Jewelled ami ami a human skull lacking the lower jawbone, 
which may well be the bead of she king himself and the 
arm of his queen* The carved monument of Osiris which was 
found in the sepulchral chamber appears indeed to be a 
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,vork ut late EgypBn .1 an. hut it may have replaced an railicr 
t.rcopliiw-iw. Certainly we may restjannbly tnpp° ic l J >3 ^ thc 
identification of the tomb of Osiris with the tomb of Kmg 
Kbtiu was vwy andeflt: for though the priests (nay hare 
renewed ibe sculptured effigy ef the dead goJ, ifiey wou >. 
Jattlly dare to shift the »Hr of the Holy Sepulchre- *W 
tlie sepulchre it distant about ;* tilile tltd a half (rum the 
temple in which Osiris was worshipped M * Js 

thus a curious coincidence, if tin.'re is nothing more, between 
the worship of Osiris and the worship of the dead kings nf 
Uganda. As a dead king of Uganda was worshipped In a 
temple, while hi* headier body rep ,vi al som= diahon r ... 
, 4 myal tomb, and hi. head. without the lower jawbu.tr:. was 
buried by il*lF near the grave, so Osifb w»* waf.tiippnd 
in ft temple not far from the roy-d tomb which tradition 
identified with bis grave, Perhaps after all tradition 
w r &A ri^hi. It is pufisiblc* though it would l>c very ra&h lo 
affirm, that Osiris was no other than the historical King 
Khcnt Of the first dynasty i ’ that the skull found in tho 
tomb is the skull of Osiris himrelf. and that while it reposed 
in the grave the missing jawbone vru* preserved, like the 
jawbone of 3 dead king of Uganda, a* a holy and perhaps 
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oracular relic in the ndghtowiftg temple Jf that were so, 
w c should lx a linos! driven lo conclude that the bejewelled 
woman's arm found in live Imnb of O^iri* is the arm pi l si* 

In support uf live conclusion that the myth imd religion $n£«ra4 
of Os Em grew up round the revered memory of a dead man ' 
wc may quote tljc words in which rhe histr-mn of European o«ni«ri 
morals describes the necessity under which the popular 
imagination labour of embodying its cherished ideal* in 
living person*. He is referring to the dawn of the age of 
chivalry, when in the morning twilight the heroic figure of 
Charlemagne rose like a bright star a bote the political 
horizon, to be thenceforth engirded by a halo of romance 
like the nimbus that shone round ihe head of Osiris, “ In 
order that ihe lei:dencfes 1 have described should acquire 
iheii full force, it was necessary that they should be rep re- 
jilted or 111 unrated in some great personage, who, by the 
splendour and ihe beauty of bis career, could fascinate the 
imaginations of men, It is mtidi easier to govern great 
masses of men through ihctr imagination Ilian through their 
reason. Moral principles rarely act powerfully upon the 
world, except by way of example or idea I a When the 
course of even!* has been to glorify the ascetic or :mon- 
archied or mi lit ary spirit, a great saint, or sovereign, or 
toldicr ivlll flrkc K who will cotsccnirate in one darling focus 
Ihe blind tendencies of his time, kindle the enthusiasm and 
fascinate the imagination oi the 3 jci>]j1c. But for the pro 
vailing tendency! the gicnt sL-an would not have arisen, or 
would not have exercised hih great influence. But for ihx 
great mart, Whose caieer jtppcakd vividly to the imagina¬ 
tion, the prevailing tendency would never have acquired its 
full intensity,* 1 

Whether the parallel tbu* suggested between Charle- tt- 
irmgne, the mediaeval ideal of a Christian knight, and Osiris, 2ni!r* 
flic ancient Egyptian Ideal of a Just urul beneficent monarch, faMaiinl 
huhh good or not, it is now Impossible to determine. For JJJJj 
while Charlemagne stand* near rtiough to allow us clear \y Wti 
to diftcem his historical reality, U^irb Is so remote that we 
can [ip longer dhcrimiflfltc with any certitude between Use 
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eluents of hiwy and bUe which appear to lu*vc blended 
in bis traditional character. I am content to Indicate bare 
potdbiJiiiesi uti «nch p^nts wmiiIlI be in Me 

highest degree rash and unbecoming. Whether Osiris in< 
Isis mi «e from first to last purely imaginary beings, the 
Ideal creations of a primitive philosophy, or whether they 
were originally a real man and woman about whom after 
death the myth-making fancy wove its go-.earner rainbow- 
timed web, is a (|ur^lion io which l *n» «ut hold enough to 
give a decided answer. 


CHATTER XII 


MOTHER-KIN AM' MOTHER CODOSSS f-N 

^ it Dying (inis ami Mourning uaddesits 

WE have flow concluded our inquiry into ihe nature and r- -mut 
worship or the three Oriental deities Adonis, Allis, and 
Osiris. The substantial similarity of their mythical character * ^ * r> ‘ 1 
justifies us in treating af them together. All three appar¬ 
ently embodied the powers of fertility in geurnil and of 
vegetation In particular. All three were believed to have 
died arid risen again from the dead; and the divine death 
and resurrection of ail three were dramatically represented 
it annual festivals, which their worshippers celebrated with 
alternate transports of sorrow* and joy, of weeping and 
exultation. The natural phenomena tint* mythically con¬ 
ceived and mythically represented were the great changes of 
(he irwijttJ, especially tlur most striking and impressive 
of alt, the decay atiJ revival of vegetation ; and the inten¬ 
tion of the sacred dramas was to refresh and strengthen, by 
sympathetic magic, the tailing energies of nature, in order 
d ial the tree- should Ire nr fruit, that the corn should rijfeit, 
that men ami animal* should reproduce their hinds. 

But the three gods did not stand by themselves. The Tfardawi- 
mylhicnl personification of nature, uf which ail three were 
in at least one aspect the products, required that cacti of ^ekimt 
them should be coupled with n goddess, and in each case it AtllMH4i 
app«an that originally the goddess was a more powerful Mjjfc 
and important personage than the god. At all events it is ^.nt. to * 
always the god rather than the goddess who comes to n sad MW *"* 
end, and whose death is annually mourned. Thus, whereas k:n . 
Osiris was dab by Typhon, in* divine spoil - Ids survived 
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and brought him to lift «gain. This feature of the myth 
wni to indicate that In the beginning Isis wfts, what 
A star: ir and Cytale always eonlimiccl 10 be, the 'itmnr-er ■ 
divinity of the pair. Now the superiority thus assigned to 
the jj.il!dcs* ov r the god Is moat naturally explained as the 
remit of 4 social nysicm In which maternity counted for 
more ih*n paternity, descent being traced and property 
handed down through w omen rather than through men. A l 
■ill events this explanation *amiot I* deemed intrinsically 
improbable if we can shew that the supposed cause has pro¬ 
duced the very same effect amortR existing people** about 
Tfhtiie i tut (ten ion ? we possess accurate information, rbis I 
will ftotv endeavour to Jo. 
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| ), Influent* «f Mother. Kin t>n Religion 

The social system which traces descent and tramunit* 
property through the mother aioire may be Called mot her- 
kiti, while the converse system which traces descent and 
transmit'- property through the father alone may be called 
father-kin ' A good example of the influence which mother- 
kin may exert on reHjjJon is furnished by the Khasi ! cl Afuirn, 
wlu'-^r cuiti.ims and trellefi biVC lately been carefully recorded 
by a British oflin i s[wdiilly charged with the study of the 
rulivc raco of the province. 1 Like the ancient Egyptian* 
arid the Seiiiitej of Syria and Mesopotamia. the Khi^is live 
in Mailed villages and maintain themselves thic;ly bv rh f 
Cultivation of die ground; yet “their social organization 
| jr esc tils ore of the most perfect examples still surviving of 
matriarchal Institutions. carried out with a logic and thorough¬ 
ness which, to thu ? e accustomed to regard the statu* and 
authority of the father i» the foundation of society, are 
exceedingly remarkable. Not only is the mother the head 
and source, aud only bond of union* of Ihe family i in the 
most primitive part of tlic hills, the byiiteng country, she 
is the only owner of real property, and through her alone is 
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Inheritance traimii^ued/ The father no kinship with 
hi* children, who belong to their mother's clan : what he 
iami goes to his own matriarchal stock, and at hb death 
Jib bones arc deposited in the cromlech of lib merttrerV kin, 
In jowai he neither live* nor cats in hit wife't home, but 
visit! it only after dark. In the raicratfob of ancestor* 
which in the foundation of the tribal pteiy, the primal 
nncesi Aj Sdzv&fi and her brother am the indy person* 
iqpirdrd. I hn ilnT memnml stones set Up to p^petuate 
tl'L memory of the dead arc called after the woman wbn 
rtprestftlt* the ct&n (maw kynfktty and the bonding stones 
ranged behind them arc dedicated to thr mile kinsmen on 
die mother's side. In harmony with this scheme of ano-stor 
worship* the other spirits to whom pro pit tat ion fa offered arc 
mainly fcmnk P though here male personages also figure. 
The powers of sickness and death arc all fern ate, and Thes*e 
arc those most frequently worshipped- The two protectors 
i>f the house bold sue goddesses* though with them fa also 
revered the fits! father of the clan, U TMwfimg. Priest* 
csjtea assist at all sacrifices* and the male officiant* are 
only iheir deputies in one imponuut state, KhyTim 4 the 
[Ilgh l 3 sii ;ic^s and &c\m\ head of the State is a woman, 
who com bines tci Iter jserson sacerdotal and regal tune- 
tiom^ ni Thus ammgat the Kb&sfa of the present ilay the 
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superiority of tlie goddess to the god, and especially of 
tlic revered ancestiusi to The revered ancestor, is based 
directly on the social system which trace* descent and - 
transmits property through women only, it is not mi- 
reasonable therefore to suppose that Tu Western Asia thr 
superiority of the Mother Goddess to the Father God 
originated in the same archaic system of mother-kin. 

Ajpitr. tic Another instance of Lhc same cause producing the 
lv> ” Kimc effect may be drawn from the institutions of the 

u* w Palew Inlanders* which havt? been dewribcii by an accurate 

observer long Rodent iis the Islands. These people, who 
form a branch of the Mimmmfan stock, tire divided into 
,ii a series of ££OgMUMis Families or clans with descent in 
gfttiriMi ilit- female line , 1 that, as Usually happens under each a 
system, a mans he in are not bis own children hut the 
children of Ills sister or of his maternal aunt* Every famtty 
qc cLan traces its descent from a wo cun n, the coin i non mother 
of tlic whole kin , 1 and accordingly Lhc members of the clan 
worship a goddest not a gpA* These families or clans, with 
female descent and a worship of goddesses rather than of 
gods* are grouped together in villages, each village comprising 
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about a score of dan? and forming with its lands a petty 
independent slate . 1 Every such village-state has its special 
cldty or deities, generally a god and a goddess. But these 
political deities of the villages ate said to be directly derived 
from the domestic deities of the families op clans* from 


which tl setrms Co follow thai among these people gods are 
historically later than goddesses and have liceti developed 
out of them,* The lair origin of the goJ> as compared 
With the goddesses Is further indicated by the nature of their 
names. * 

This preference tor goddi:-ses over gods in the dans of 
the Pdcw [danders has been explained* no doubt rightly, 
by tlie high importance of women In the *>jtfu| system of 
the people, 2, For the existence of the clan depend* entirely 
on the life df the women, not at all upon the life of the men. 
If the women survive, it 1 % no matter though every man uf 
ihe clan should perish ; fur the women will, a* usual, marry 
men of another dan, and their oti spring will inherit their 
mother's dan, thereby prolonging its existence Whereat 
if the women of the clan all dk out, the clan necessarily 
tiecomes extinct, even though every man of it should stir- 
vivc ■ for the men must* ns usual, many women of another 
dan, and xhdr offspring will inherit their mother*’ elan, not 
the dan of 1 heir Father*, which accordingly, with the dc.sth 
of the lather^ i* wiped out from the community. Hence in 
these islands women ix^r the title* uf Adfot/M *t ptiu, 
‘ Mothers of 1 he Latid^ and Adkaldt u m Mothers of 
the Clan*and they are sard 10 enjoy complete equality with 
the men ift every respect 1 ' Indeed in one parage our prin¬ 
cipal authority speak* of "“the predominance of feminine 
indue nee In the social condition of the people ,* 1 and asserts 
without quailfication that tlve women arc politically and 
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socially siijjefior to the men/ The eldest women of the clan 
escfciU, he tdl* us, the most decisive influence on the con¬ 
duct of its affairs and five headman doca nothing without - 
full consultation with* therm a consul ta! inti which in she great 
houst* extends to affairs of state and foreign politics 1 Nay, 
these elder women arc even esteemed and treated aa equal 
to the deities in ihcjr lifetime . 1 

But llic high p ikioTi which women ilius hskc in i 1 - ' 
pdhM*'^ aixiicty noi a result of mother-kin only- It hai an indues ■ 
“J; trial a* well as a kinship basts. Fot the Pefew blmfe 
iiUiL h. hat incihily on the produce of their taro fields, ami the 

SduTi/ini cultivation of i his* i heir staple food, is the luis Lucia of she 
women ftlone. ♦'This »rdM branch of Ifetew agriculture, 
cj.n.rtia which is of paramount importance for the pubsistencc o* the 
people, is left entirely in the hands of the women. This 
tod ** fact mny have contributed materially to the predominanc* 
fcma ; e influence in the social condition of the people. 
The women do not merely bestow life on the pMplft, they 
also do that which is most c^ctitial for the preservation of 
life, and therefore they arc called Adkaldt a frlu 9 the 
1 Mothers of the Land/ and are politically and iocisiHy 
superior to men. Only their offspring enjoy the privilege of 
membership of the state (the children of the men air, strictly 
speaking, strangers destitute of rights), and ihc oldest women 
of the families are esteemed and treated equal to ! hh -- 
even fit their lifetime, and they exercise a decisive InlUlwit* 
on the conduct of aflfnira of state, No chief would venture 
to come to a ded.no n without first consulting with the 
AJJutfd/ a Mar v die ’ Mother* of the Family.' From this 
point of view it is impossible to regard the alignment 
of the Uro cultivation to women as a consequence of 
their subordinate position in society; the women shrmsdve* 
do not so regard in The richest wouiiwt of the village looks 
with pride on her taro patch, nnd although sire has female 
followers though to allow her merely to super intend the 
work without taking part in ir> she nevertheless prefers to 
Uy aside her fine apron and to betake herself to the deep 
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rniic, clad in a small apron that hardly hides her nakedness, 

wish a little runt on. tier back to protect her from She 

burning heat of the son, find with a shade of banana leave* 
for her eyes. There* dripping with ^eut in the burning 
inn and coated with mud to the hip- and over the dbcnvs* 
she toils to set the younger women a good example. 
Moreover* a? in every other occupation, the k#Iitk$ t the gods, 
must ci 190 be invoked* and who coxiEd be better fitter! for the 

discharge of wo important a duty than the Mother of the 

House ?' 1 It sccrtH dear that in any agricultural people 
who, hkc the Pel™ [glanders, retain mother-kin and depute 
the labours of husbandry to women, the conception of a 
great Mother fjcdriess, the divine source of all fertility, 
might easily originate Feifehapi the same social and m- 
duslrml conditions may hove combined to develop the great 
Mother Goddesses of Western Asia arid Egypt, 

But tn ihe Pdcw F Islands women have ytri another road Bueh mm 
to power. For some of them arc teputed to be the wives of JJ ^* mua 
gods, and act its their oracular mouthpiece*. Such prophet- 
cfaes ai’c called Atrt/aktft. and no surprise h felt when one m 

of them h brought to bed. Her child fur the offspring 

of the god, her divine hudxmd* ami goe* about with hi» hail u 
lumping loose In token of his MjperhuMnm parentage; It is ^ 
thi #11 glit that no mortal man would date to intrigue with otic pfe, 
of timber hi!man wives i>r a god, since the Jealous deity would ' m 
surely visit the rash culprit with deadly sickness ami a 
lingering decline ; 1 But in these islands men && well as 
women are often possessed by a deity and -apeak In his 
name Under bis Inspiration they nitrntc, often with great 
histrionic «kUl, the particular appearance am! manner which 
ate believed to be characteristic of the fpdivelllttg divinity. 

These inspired men usually enjoy great considera- 

tfoKi mid exert a powerful Influence over the Whole community* 

They aUv.iy-i acqubi: w?.ihh in tlue exercise of Lbelr profession. 

WWn they are not. thermalvr^ chirEs, they are treated as chiefs 
nr even preferred to them. In not d few places the deity wham 
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they personate is also the political hr,»d of the land t "« d 
tbU« hi* In*, ire-i priwl, however humble In> «£». 
ni0 ks m i spiritual king and rule* over all tic cU.«U 
Indeed ive am told that «W> the physical and tnldleClual 
decay of the race, the power of the prfab k more and mute 
,n the ascendant and threatens, if unchecked, to develop 

Indore long into sit absolute theocracy which will swallow up 

every other form of government . 1 

Thun the present, or ■=* 1 ^* th(; of 

and religion in the Fdew Islands presents some -ntcrc-.tmg 
parallels to the social and religious caruimnn of Western 
Asia and Egypt in early days, if the conclusion reached in 
this work ate «rt«t In both region- we «o * 
Mjckty based on mother kin developing ft lellgion in which 
eoddeases of the dan originally occupied the foreimut 
place, though in liner limes, as the dans coalesced into state* 
the old goddesses luive bee« rivalled and to some extent 
supplanted by the new male gods of the enlarged pantheon, 
ilut in the religion Of the Pclcw Islanders, as In that of the 
Khasis and the ancient Egyptians, the balance of power 
has never wholly shifted from the female to the male Um, 
because society ha- never passed from mol her km to hther- 
kin And in the Pelew blinds as in the ancient East me see 
the tide of rialEtleal power running strongly in the dkcrtiufi of 
theocracy, the people resigning the conduct 01 affair* into 
the hand', of men who claimed to rule them m the Tvmie 
of the god*. In the pelnr Islands such men might hare 
developed into divine king* like those of Babylon and Egypt, 
if the natural course of evolution liad not been cut *norl 

bv the intervention of Europe . 1 

The evidence of the Kbasis and the Fdcv. Hander* t« 
people, verv remote mA very different from cad, other, 
suffices to prove that the influence which mother-km 

may exert on h real and deep. But m w ff 
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Lo dissipate misapprehensions, which appear to be rife 
on this subject, it may be well to remind or inform the ltrt , 
reader that the ancient and widespread cuslprn of tracing 
de>cent and inheriting properly through the mother lhBbaiKt , 
alone docs not by nny means Imply that the government * 
of the tribes which observe the custom is in die hands of 
women; Ju short, it should always be borne in mind that 
mother-kin does not mean mother-rule. On the contrary, 
the practice of mother-kin prevails most extensively 
amongst the lowest savage*, with whom woman, insluri of 
being the ruler of roan, is always his drudge mid often 
little better than bis ■la'*- f»d«d. mj far is the systsm 
front implying any social superiority of women that it 
probably took its rise from what we should regard as their 
deepest degradation, to wit. from a stale of society in which 
the relations of the sexes were so loose and vague that 
children could not be fathered on any particular man' 

When we pass from the purely savage state ro that 
higher plane of culture in which the accumulation of pro* ^o^ktu 
petty, and especially of landed property, ha* become <l 
powerful instrument of social and political influence, we pn^ao- 
naturally find that wherever the ancient preference for the 
female line of descent has been retained, it tends to increase 
the importance ntnl enliriticc tlw dignity of '.I onian 1 and her 
aggrandltemerit is mqtl marked in princely families. where ^ 

ihe either hcrscil holds royal authority as well a- private 
property, or At least transmits them both to Her consort or 
her children. But this social advance of women has never >ww 
been carried so far as 10 place men as a Whole In a position 
of political subordination to them. Even where the system ,.*.'»•!*- 
of mother*kin in regard to descent and property has pre* 
vailed most fully, the actual government lias generally, «<*, 
not invariably, remained in the hands of mvn. Exception# 
have no doubt occurred . women have occasion tally ari<eii 
i Ccm E. Suptum und F, •'■nbmtip imjillar. 1>« lb« tjhrf Wv 
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who hy sheer force of chapter have swayed for a time the 
destinies of their pvoplr. Hut Rich excnpttam are rare and 
thuir effect : transitory; they do not affect the truth of the 
general rule that human -J>cicty hi- been governed in the 
real and. human nature remaining die same, is likely to 
be governed in the future, mainly by masculine force and 
masculine intelligence. 

rtm^ To thin rule the Khasls, with tlieJr diborale system of 
*■.«*■{* mother-kin. I 6 nn no exception. For among them, wide 
uX* landed property it both traiMMiiUed through women and 
I'* " held by women alone, political power i- transmitted indeed 
krn. they through women* but in hcM by (mrn ; oiiier wards, tut 
Kh*si tribes ire. with a single except l m, governed by kings, 
not by queen*. Ami even in the one tribe, which ^ nominally 
ruled by women, the real power v> delegated by ibc reigning 
queen or High I'riciK** to Iter on, her nephew, or A more 
dktant mate relation. In all the other tribes Lhc kingship 
may bo held by * woman only on tin: lalltire of all male 
heiri In the female line . 1 So far U mother kin from im¬ 
plying mother- j nit. A Khasi king fnhci it power hi right 
of tus mm her, bin hr is in tils owb^ Sun it Ally 

the I’ekrt Isluufcn, in spite of thdr system of mothci- 
kin, lire govern nd by chick. not by chleftalucwca. It 
is true that there ant chieftainc***, and that they 
indirectly exercise much influriwc; but their direct 
authority is limited to the affair* of women, especially to 
thf administration -if the women’* dubs- or associations, which 
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ini«w ta the dobs or associations of the men . 1 And 
10 take another example, the Melanesians, like thr Khasb 
and the Tek-w Islanders. 3 >avc the system of mot her-kin* 
being similarly divided into exogainous elans with descent ib 
the female linet “ but it must be understood that Ike 
mother is in no way the head of M.r family. The hoinsc ol 
the family is tins father's, the gaofan h bis, the ride and 
government Are his/* f 

We may -.ifuly assume that the practice has been the 
jiitme among alt the many peoples rntiio have rcUiim'd the 
andeflt system of moth( r kin under a monarchical con¬ 
stitution. fn Africa, lor example, the cklcfuditjJiip or 
king strip often dr ccud* in the female line, but it %b men, 
not women, who inherit ItJ The theory of a gyimetocricy 
i* In trurb i iirejip of vfafarwi re* and pedant*- And equally 
chimerical h the idea that the |jfcdimiinance of goddr^e* 
under a system of mother-kin like th;it of the Kha&h b * 
creation of the female mind. If women ever created god*, 
they would Lvi iiioivf likely to give them masculine than 
feminine fentura. In point of fuel the great religious ideals 
which have pcmirninnH v impressed ihcmldvc*. on the world 
orm always to have been n product of the male tlttegfrutfan. 
Men make gixla arid women wrr ,hip them. Tfie combine 
linn of ancestcrf-wurahip with moth r kin furni-chw -i simple 
and suflktau explanation of the superfoiity of goddesses 
over gods in a Mite of society where these conditions prevail* 
Men naturally assign the first place In their devotion* to 
the an centres- from whom they trtiec tlidr descent Wc 
need not resort to a fantastic hypothesis of the pxejjonderance 
of the feminine fancy in order to account for ihe facte 

The theory that Under a system of irmthrt-kin the 
women rule thr men *rtd .set Up goddesses for them to 
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tiui worship ii indeed so improbable in ftsdfc and *0 tantraiy 

msnhnr int ^ experience, that 5 t scarcely deserve* the «fioun attention 
which it appear# in have received, 1 Hist when J 1 ^? 
.-nn h«nl)y bruiheil aside these cofoweha, as PTC must do, 'Hi HC "till E 
'^ZX Lice in face with the solid fact of the w ide prevalence of 
iJfihf* 1 " niolher-kin. that fa, of a wclal system which traces doccnl 
sUs-io jiud transmits property through woimu and uni through 
E****' men. That a social system so widely spread am) » deeply 
looted should have affect*:d the rrtigioti of the peoples who 
practise it may reasonably be inferred, especially when we 
remember that tn pH mi live communities the mci.r! relation* 
of the gods commonly reflect the social n-biictns of then 
f-orshipperu. How the system of nunlwr-kln may inuuid 
religious ideas and customs, creating goddews ami assigning 
ai least a nominal superiority to priestesses over prices, fa 
shown with perfect lucidity by the example of (he Khasin, 
and Itanlly less clearly by the example of the I'clew Islander*. 
It cannot therefore he rash to hold That what the system has 
certainly done for these peoples, it may well have done for 
many more. Hut unfortunately through lack 'if iloeumenury 
evidence we are seldom able to trace its Influence so cmarly. 
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| Mothfr-Ki* and Motktr Goddtuti in thf 

A ndtrti Etui 

While the combination of mother-kin tn sodnty with 1 
preference for goddesses in religion is to be found as s mtUlcr 
of fact arming the Khwtfa and Pctew Islanders of lo-day, the 
fftWoiaa f(jnncr pTtvalencc 0 f m nther-kin in Llic lands where the great 
goddesses Astartc and Cybcle were worshtpjmd is a matter 
of inference only. In later times father-kin had certainty 
displaced molhcr-km among the Semitic wowhtppcrs of 
Asurte, and probably the same change had taken place 
among the Phrygian worshippers of Cyhelc Yet the older 
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custom lingered in Lye in down to th<; hisiorieaf period ; 1 
and wc may conjecture that in former time-- it was widely 
spread through Asia Minor, The secluded situation and 
" nidged mountains of Lyci-i favoured the survival of a native 
language and of native institutions long after tiae'c had 
disappeared from the wide plains and fertile valleys which 
lay on the highroads of war and comm tree. Lycn was to 
Asia Minor what the highlands of Wales and of Scotland 
have been to Britain, the las; entrenchments where the old 
race stood at bay. And even among the Semites of antiquity, 
though faLher-ktn finally prevailed in matters of descent and 
property, traces of an older system of it, other-kin, with it* 
looser stvnal relation}, appear to have long survived in the 
sphere of religion. At all events one of the most learned 
and itEtilr of Semitic scholars adduced what he regarded as 
evidence sufficient to prove “that in old Arabian religion 
gods and goddesses often occurred in paiis, the goddess 
Iwing the greater so that the god cannot he her Baal, that 
the goddess is often a mother without being a wife, and the 
,,,,, j bet still, and that the progress of things was toward* 
changing goddesses into gods or lowering them beneath the 
male deity.* 1 

in Egypt the archaic system of mot her-kin, with it* h iim 
preference for women over men in matters of property nnd 
inheritance, lasted down to Roman limes, and it was ifiuli- tjtfi*- 
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tlonaliy ba?cd cm Ihfc example of I>U, who tpud avenged 
lier husband** murder mid had cots Li luted to reign seicf 
his decease* conferring benefiti m\ mankind w For the* 
reason" says Diodorus Skulufr, ' H it **s Appuiitftd that the 
queen should enjoy greiitef power *itd tamour than tht king* 
and that among private people the wife should title ovr-r her 
husband* in the marriage emitract the husband agreeing in 
ubey h;9 wife fn ail thing*. 11 * A Mrollmy of She superior 
jTOsiiiiin thus conceded to women In Egypt vu that the 
ohllgalion on nijiinUstiing parent* in tin ii 0E1I age felted uei 
the daughters! not on the sons* of the family . 1 
\UrrzuK-s The $amc legal superiority of women ov :i men sccmiiil* 
^ 0r <he most remarkable feature in the social system cl 
us him the ancient Egyptians, to wit, the marriage of Full brothers 
ltopt with full sisters. That tnatmgtj which toils seems strange 
and unuatunih was by no meaty* a whim of the reigning 
Ftotemtes; on the contrary, thtte Macedonian conquer®** 
appear, with chnractcriKtic prudence, to have tourowed the 

custom from their Egyptian predecessor* for the express 
purpose of conciliating native prejudice, lit the eye* of the 
Egyptians “marriage between broths Mid sister was the 

best of mam ages, and it acquired an ineffable degree of 
sanctity when she brother and water who ttmiriietcd it were 
themselves bom of a brother and -i-.t«.T, who had in their 
turn alp> sprung from a union of tht- same mrL iP a Nor did 
the principle apply only to gods and icings. The common 
people acted rm it in 'heir daily life. They regarded 
in art 3 ages between brother* and sisters as the moat natural 
and reasonable of all,* The evidence of legal documents. 
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including marriage contract*, u ml* to prove that *udi 
iijijj>m were the rule, not the exception, in ancient Eg> a [ 4 t 
And that they continued to form the majority of marriages 
Itwig after the koinam h-id obtained a firm footing In the 
country* A* we cannot suppoaie that Roman Influence 
w&s tiMed to pratmitc a custom which must have been 
abhorrent to Roman instinct*, we may safely aaiitmc that 
the proportion of brother and whiter marriages In Egypt 
had b m still greater in the days when the country was 
free , 1 

It would doubtless be a mistake to treat thes* marriages •*»& 
as a relic of satagsrft a* a survival of a tribal cOf&miitiisttt 
which knew no bar to the intercourse of the *exc^ Foe a#i*an 
such a theory- would not explain why union w ith a sister 
was not only aljawed* but preferred to all others The true lJ *- 
motive of that preference was mc^I probably the Wbh of 
brothers to obtain for their own u*o * 1 n= family pipf^rty, 
which belonged of right it* th’ ir aisferi, and which otherwise 
they would have seen in the enjoyment of stronger?', the 
husbands of their sjjter*, This, is the «y*tttn which ifi 
Ceylon it known us derma fmerfogc* Under it the daughter, 
not the son, is the heir* She at-iya at home, and her Imdwmd 
comes and lives with her in fhc house . but her bmlfitr gm?* 
away and dwdift In Ida wife‘a home; inheriting nothing fr^m 
his parents 1 Such a system could not fail In time to prwve 
irksome Men would be hath to quit the old home, resign 
the ancestral proj>erty to a si ranger* and go nut to *cek 
their fortune empty-handed in the world* The remedy 
obvJottfe. A man had nothing to do but to many his sister 
fiimsdf instead of handing her over to another. Having 
done so he stayed at home and enjoyed the family crime in 
virtue of his marriage with the heiress. Ttm fljfnpSe ant! 
perfectly effective expedient for keeping the property in the 
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family most probably explain* the custom of brother and 
sifter marriage in Egypt* 1 

Tims the union uf Oairb with hi* Mirr 1*^ Fldl a * 
feak of Lhe story-teller 1 ! Taney ; it fdkctTil a social cu&tum 
which was itself based on practical ccnmitlcratbtt* of tlic 
most solid kind. Wlmn otr reflect that this practice ol 
mother-kin as opposed to father-kin survived down to 
tile latest times of antiquity, not in an obscure *'*d h#r- 
baiou* tribe, but in a nation whose immeii.L>rial rivllkxtfcui 
was its glory and the wonder of the world, we may without 
bring extravagant suppose that a sirniinr practice lormetly 
prevailed in Syria, and Phrygia, and that it accounts tor 
tin? superiority of the goddess over the god in the divine 
partnership* of Adonis and Astarte, of Atlis and Cybele, 
llot the ancient system liolh of society and «f teUgfoti 
liatJ undergone far more change in there cotmltie* than 
in Egypt, where to the Ust the main outlines of the old 
structure could be traced in the iwtionsl institutions to 
which the Egyptians clung with a passionate, a fanatical 
devotion. Mother-Kin, the divinity of kings and queens, a 
sense of the original connexion of the god* wiih nature— 
these things outlived the Ptraltm, the Maeedimiim, the Roman 
conquest, and only peiislwd under the more powerful solvent 
of Christianity, But the old order did Hot vanish at once 
with the official establishment of the flew religion, tn the 
age of Constantine the Greeks of Egypt stilt attributed the 
rise of the Nile to Scrapis. the later form of Osiris, alleging 
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tlmt the inundation eoutd nut take place if ihe standard 
cubit, which was used to measure i«, *en- r«t deposited 

according to custom in the temple of the god. T he emp-ror 

ordered tire cubit to be transferred to a church % and neat 
pear, to the general surprise, the river rose just as usual ’ 

Even at a later lime Athanasius himself had to confess with 
hhtuw ami indignation lh.it under hit own eyes the Egyptians 
slill annually mourned the death oi Osiris* lilt end came 
with the destruction of the great Sera|jeuiu at Alexandria, 
the hut stronghold of the braihen in Egypt- It perished in 
a furious aud lilody sedition, in which hhrislians iinn png^n* 

»eni to have vied with each other in mutual atrocities. 

After its fall the temples were levelled with the gr- unri or 

converted Into churches, and the images of the old gods 
went to llus melting-pot to be converted into base uses for 
the rabble of Alexandria.' 

The singular tenacity with which the Egyptian people Kfcn** " 
maintained their traditional beliefs and customs for thousands “™u, 
of years sprang no .jgubl from the stubborn conservatism «*«*» o* 
oT the national character. Yet that conservatism mii Itself modimn» 
in great measure an effect of geographical and climatic 
condition* and of the ways of life which they favoured. 
Surrounded on every dJe by desert* or almost hsrbomlcss 
teas, the Egyptians occupied a [wsition of great natural 
strength which for long uges together protected them from 
Invasion and allowed their native habits to set and harden, 
undisturbed by the subversive influence of foreign conquest. 

The wonderful regularity of nature in Egypt afso conduced 
to a corresponding stability hi the minds of the people. 

Year In, year out, the immutable succession of the seasons 
brought with it the same unvarying round of agricultural 
toil. What the fathers had d°JWi fhe sons did in the 
same manner at the same season, and so it went on from 
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generation to generation, This monotonous routine i» 
common indeed to all pusely AgficitUumt comTOUnlUes, and 
everywhere tends iu beget in the husbandman .1 titled . 
phlegmatic habit of mind wry different from the mobility, 
the alertness, the pliability of diameter which the Wntrfs 
and uncertainties of commerce and the sea foster in the 
mtrcli.mt and the sailor. The saturnine u-tnlament ol 
the fanner is as mum-ally averse to change as the more 
mereOri.il spirit of the trader and the seaman is predisposed 
to it. But the sterwtypinj: of ideas and of customs was 
carried further in Egypt than in most lands devoted 10 
husbandry (>y reason of lie greater uniformity of the 
Egyptian seasons and the mure complete isolation of 
tlis country. 

Ttm M The general effect of these causes was to create a type 

irfienf of national character wlJch presented many points of rc- 
jJSi semblance to that of the Chinese. In both we sw the «tme 
i*™™d strength of trill, the same astonishing industry, the 

same strange blend of humanity and savagery, lire some 
tnA A " w obstinate adherence to tradition,, the same pride of race and 
of undent civtliraHan, the same contempt for foreigner* 4 * 
Tor upstart* and btttbuktt®, the same patient outward sub- 
inissiun to an alien rule combined with on umhukrablc 
inward devotion to native Ideals It was ihi* conservative 
temper of the people, bred in great measure of the physical 
tint tire of the it land, which. 50 to-ay. embalmed the memory 
of Osiris long after the corresponding figures of Adonis 
iiiul Alt is had ■Offered decay For while Egypt enjoyed 
profound repose, the tides of war and conquest, of traffic 
and commerce, had for cent uric* rolled over \\ t stern Asia, 
the native home of Admit* and Atria ; and if Ihe shock 
of national iritis in this ^reat meeting-ground or East and 
West was favourable to the rise of new fnithR ant) new 
moralities, it was irt the same measure unfavourable to tlw 
preservation of the • 'LL 
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I cAjrra.irj katfc ihc evldtrfidtc far Elir cliMeicr ciT Jeiuih Hote-A 

king * 1 without mcntionini; a tiiggcfricni *btcb *a* made to rue lay 
nif friend und teacher the Re* Hmfe^*nr R. H. Kcnnei: Ik 

think* that Moloch, to whom frn&httn children irrt kimi hy their rc(#rM 
jcliciiLi in the vnlley of Hiiinom. outside the wall* of Jeiu ^Scm,* 11 iM 
may have been originAlly ^hc human king regarded as an mcarmute 
ddty. C^Tainly the mine of Moloch, or rather Mniech (far to H 
b written in the Mfusoirtic lest ^ it tnctety a d%hily dit- 
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auit^l Iwm <if W/Asi, the urdinary Hcbre* void for "king," thr 
twibe* liAvin? apparently pven ilie dreatlfiii *ofd ibn uj 

boriwiln ‘shimdul tbin*." 1 B«* »' »«« d** »>•* ■ bizonal , 

siuiM lhe |ci»n who dfcwl tf*« sacrUiees idotitifkid Mon**, 

*ilh the humm king,, Lml with ihtnigni the prophet 

protested against the comm as an && djvtne 

^lf p hdwe?cr f these i»ffke* were arigmsSly offered *o c«r mh&sftl 
of the human Song, fcl la pti^hlc lliAl They wrens ntcndrd to 
prolong hii life and strengthen hi* hand* fo t ihr peifotmiuve nl 
dim- biubM function* whfeil hr nft etpmri to dbduup for llic 
M m fftr^d of hh f *opU- The old king* of Sweden ttraced with Wc* 
!«•««*" He,LtU for ihe fertility of the (fating* and we Tend that nr* of Inani 
vlsi'Wuj Ann or On hy name, ^emfeftd nine of hi a uwi lo Chlin al l 
iaxTifitM in order that his own life wight foe spans*! A Her llic aetthec n\ 

fw-Mi^s ^ . ref( , t „| jfjn | w ttcciwtJ fn>m llic god on oracle that lie nhonW 
"R■ live u long « he gave him one of h.» W n. every wvh yew. Whr.. 
Fam. «r^ |ie had thus sacifTiuai wjtcii torn, the Tt Kh U gi > fiiilaer «fll ** v ™i p 11 * 
^ w foebfe that he could no fon^i Wiik and had to be earned 
i B * chair. Thrm lie offered up hit eighth son and Sired ten year* 
mure, bedridden. After that he ^rifted hit mmh non, ami lived 
itn yean toot* drinking out of a bon* like a weaned dsCiL lie 
now wished lo sacrifice hi* tol rttnainlng *on to Odin, hm T be 
Swrd» would not let hmi. «p he died and wju buried in a mound 
a! Upaala.* In l Vi i - Swedith tradition the •mil A i hildfen s i-ni 
10 have ficen looked upzm -ai urt^trtiitei offered to the cod in 
of iheir feihei. and apparently rhia waaalso Iheeurreiit eipfena 
non of the alau^llLer of the m the later times ol lsm>l ft 

On that vifv the saiTificeg were ^irjtinui, and therefme pssrtstv 
ctiipotu, being blended lo propiiiate tt rtem and ^ deity. 
Simiferly we tcojI thut wisen Atiustria. wife of Xenci, was grown 
old, she uLcnfuxri on her behalf twice seven noUt children lo the 
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earth ginl bjr burying ilii'ni alive* t( the nutj it Hue—anti it usU 
on the auihrwiJj-i»f H«in!otux * Rtatitjf <»nieiti['jrai]f »itnc«^»e 
may wrniHc tint ike aged qiuxn acted ihu» with an eye <t> the 
future rather than to the past; she hoped that I he unm god of 
Ik netker-worlil would accept the young viriim* tit her «?j.l. and 
let ht f livr fur many yearn Hie am« idea of vicarium suffering 
enmc* out in j tradition tuM of a certain Hors king nf Madagascar, 
■V bore the jvhiokhu name of Andnamuituiva Iona. When be hail 
grown \ii ktv unit feeble, the uncle « cumuli«l .it to the best way 
.if redonti^ hint to licstth. "the following result was tbe »n- 
sequence of ike directions of the oracle, A s|JMch wa* first delivered 
to ike people, oftcring great honcan nod reward* to ihe family of 
any individual who would freely offer ktnsrelf 10 he satatfir-ed, In 
firdirt |o d kin.' - fr mery. IV people sliutkteted at die idea, 
and, nut away in different direction*. One msn, however, prewiuvd 
himself for the purpose, and h« offer was accepted. 'Ilur ‘arrifitti 
girded up ho loin*, than* n«J liiis knife, and bound the victim. 
Aftef which, Up wns laid down with bi* bead towards the cast, upon 
4 nut spread for lire ;*fp<»e, according to the cuskmii with animal* 
oji such occasion*, wheti the priest appeared, to proceed with all 
(solemnity In slaughtering the victim by cuuing kit threat. A 
quantity of red llqtdd, IjywtVW, which bad been {itcfwrcri from a 
native dvc, was spilled in lie ceremony; and, to the auurtrmcni 
of those who looked, on, hi owl mcmed to l>; rirswing all around. 111 
man, as might tie supposed, was Ulihint; bill tile king rewarded him 
Jt ,d his dewHitluuta nidi die perpetual privilege of exemption from 
mpital punishment for any violation of the laws. The descendant* 
tf' ike man to this day form a pari km tor d*ta, called T*j ■>«*<' 
Wrnrn/u, which may be imtislated, ‘Not dead, I hough tmnspesaitig/ 
InttAtiecs frequently occur, of individuals of this class appropriating 
bullocks, rice, and other ihmgs belonging (o the sovereign, as if 
they were their own, and escaping merely with a reprimand, white 
a min (non person would iiave to suffe' duth, or be reduced to 
slavery," * 

Some timer, however, the practices intended to prolong thi kings 
Jife seem to rent on a theory of noun ion millet thin «f substitution; 
in .sthn *osth» the life o) the victim*, instead of being offered 
vkarioutly ton god, it apparently supposed to pars directly into the 
tmdy of ilit suitiiiccr, thus refreshing kb failing strength and pre> 
longmg hi* esistenri*. S» regarded, ike eusi -.ni k magical rather 
I ban rduirui* in diameter. ain,.e the desired tlTcrt is thwsrht to 
fallow directly wiiliout ike intervention of a deity. Al all event*, it 
cun lie tbown that sacrifu es of 'hit tort have Iwen offered to probing 
the Sift of kmg. in other putt* uf ill? >r!l Thu. in regard io 

i llrt.nlinui, *ii, (Ml Plfllirdi, * W, STtlu, Histtrf tf Mtsfagn.-, wr 
tit tmHntin.'m, 13. (Ismulntt. *MJ«b l> 30 * *?• 
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Omum 1* tome of the otgrwt who khsLIi tlie -Jc- 3 ta of the Niger we read 
■*» *«« that i Hi A i u&iatii which formerly was ixacdfrod by fctm Nam. Mid Si 
"■ slilI prrrcdtmt anion.; all live biterrer tribes conidiTt in pml dicing , 
the life Of a king iw ^ntuiin! ropnsMmatJrt by the dally* of polity 
vrjfely, sacrifice of a chicken rind egg- fcwfy mottling, m won si 
the luiriafdi has risen fioni hi* feed, ihe sacnEcimi arln;!^ ape pro¬ 
cured cither by hi* mother, head wifcj or eldest dtlighter, 4-id ipvt'ii 
to the priori, wbi> reicriw thimi mu the open *pwae in front of the 
hcHiKL Whiiu tlita him been repottal to the patriarch* tic ooifiei 
outside and, lining down p joint in the ceremony, taking the 
chicken in bis hand, die jtnat frrst of tlH tour he* ihe pririaA&t 
free with it, 4Eid afterwards ii over the whole of bl* IhwIt, 

l!e tiueo cuts b ji throat and iSiowi thd tdood to drop on the ground 
Mining ihc blood and ihe cat fI h into a paste, he robs 1E tm ihc ohl 
man r j forehead and bres^and ihii i* tio* 10 be w*th«d.off under 
Biiy drew instance* until ilic e* suing, The ehrekeo and the ege. 
jImi a piece of white elodb an? now tied on 10 a a| 6 ck h which, If a 
KEream is in the near yjdnily, is pEsnlrit in the ground al the water- 
Hide. Muring the rama^e of these articles to liie place in question, 
afl the wive 1 and nmn| members of the household accompany the 
priest, invoking the deity a» they ga to prolong their tether's life 
Hu* 1* dfifie in ihc firm ojut-irtiori riu Ip- through ihe sacrifice til 
each chicken hi* life will U actairdingly prolonged*’ 

The ceremony thus ifc^ribed b p like so nunj o|hpr rise's s 
combiruicOEi oe‘ magic and religion; for who*M the prayers to th- 
gnd are relfgiom^ the parsing of the vtcUnrt over the king** body and 
lire smearing l>F him with it- blood arc nugiail, being plainly m- 
Lctided to convey to him dirccdy, without the mediation of any 
Ehe tile of thu foal In the following uistance the 1 racticci 
Cmfran fof prolonging ihe king's life vxw to be purely iii^i'-d Among 
fiU Sr^ Zulu-., ui one of Uio amnaul fruits of fimfojlri, a hull is killed 
by a particular regimens. In slaughtering the beak ihc-y may su it 
Cjffctn ED eihs speara EW sticks but mini bieak ii!- neck 01 enoke it with ihnr 
praltib^Llw | aaTC baiuli. "‘It il lb©n In 1 rued, and the nrtis-gth of ihe bull is 
*“* 1 l,fe tupjo pcd to istiicr into the km_% thereby pToLongiog his life r 1 Agslir, 
in an early Portuguese hiitotiin we rend of a Cifltc king of Km 
A frica thiu .2 41 i 1 is rubied of tiua Monnrrpfitjpa thnt be har .1 house 
whaire he commands both*?* of men who hair died at ihe haoihs of 
the frw |o Lml htUliJ up„ urn 1 j where LbUi hanging all ihr hniTcidity 
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ul Uirir bodies folk lino jilii* «I uiwiemewli. und when all 

hat dropped from them and they shrink iml tfay up he <:«nunmh 
them |a lie taken ili*wn and hutted, and with the (nt and moisture 
.ii the v±b . they mj in' inaVci ointments with whitti h# anoints 
himself tit order to enjoy long We—which i« Ins belief—and alwi u> 
be peuol again*! receiving Haim frum smtettn " 1 

Hip of Central Afnca umJ to bill men o:i various 

ucatntoMa tor iiir purpose ol prolonging ilie king’* liie j in all cues 
>t would seem to Ik thought thai the life of the murdered man 
iai in Mime mytierion* fashion trs inferred to the king, » that 
the monarch ferdred thereby a fresh secession of vital energy, 
lor crumple, whenever a i-uttrulsr royal drum had a »e»- akin 
iml on |i, not only «ns a cow billed to furniih tin- >1 in and its 
blood ran into il.r drum, hut a men *.i» beheaded and (be sporting 
libioil (rum (he veieretl neck was allowed to guiih ioio the drum, 
■■«> ihot. when the drum *as heattn, 11 was su^KMed to add fresh 
life ami vigour io she km- from the life of die slain man." 1 
Again, nt the tncrniiiin of a new king, a royal chmobotlaie was 
cho-etl «> ink. charge; of site knit's inner court and to yuald hts 
wives. From the royal presence she chandler lain was rondurud, 
mih eight otptivrt, to one of ilir human vliamhliss, shrst 
hi wa* blindfolded will! * i veh ol the men wire clubbed ro death, 
,,;l v (be dull sliuJ and nashing sound telling him of "ha: was 
Hkiiijj place. But when the seven had Wn rhw despatched, 
the bmsdagn wtie feiriorttl from she (kinbrilsint f V - 1 arid tc 
witm,-.-i:d thr ill dh ill' 111* *ii.hlh. As each man ms killed, hit 
U’ll> ripped open *im! his bowels pulled oui and hung round 
the chmlwillin’* siccic. TJimb d-aih, were said to add in s:m 
King's vrgoui -ir.it to make the chwnheclulu miwji itcd IdlMuL' 
S'ot irk thoe the only human aaettfres ni&.red at a Mug* 
mTTTfarh^ for die purpose of strengthening ibe now monarch. 
When the king bad refined i»n ot ihfti moniht. he <*«■ cspseied 
to hunt nri ! a leopard <intl ihdi j busHbuck, On die nigbt after 
the hunt of the bushhimk, one of iht nun [stem of Slate caught 
a man and brought Him before <he king in the dink; iht ting 
tpwred him iligluly, then the mart was stnmgkd and she body 
thrown into a pappus swamp, that it might never be found acain. 
Am slier cemaeny performed about this lime to confirm the *mg 
hi kla hinedmu was to catch « man, bind tunc, and bring him 
Iscfore the king, who wmTiulnl him slightly *iih a spear- Tlirn 
the man wnt put io deJib. fhm «««« killed to Invigorate 
llu: king, 4 
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it wa» the princes* who tud to superintend the mating of ihcsc 

royal iMnntBeniff, 1 ■ _ 

When all these ceremooTta were (wef, the Vjrsg wm a H™ 1 
tewt. At tin* fefttf a friml went about corymi; Under hi* mnwic 
the whip that had h«i* wade front the ek > n or the nwnJeted 
nune tnim. As he passed through the crowd of memmaker*, 
he would flick a man here ami there wilh the whih *od »« 
believed that ihc man on whom the Jaili lighted would be child- 
lr» and oughl die, unka be made ^ ,^ lh « * 

■iiiK'tv cowrie dirlli t-.- the uri«r "h-i hnd -siur* him. Nal'^iK 
he hastened 10 procure the 'hell* *ntl lake them Ur t c *» i ^ 
who, on iwewftts them. «i«k ihe man on the diouUlcrwth 
hand, lima WttrfM to him the ^cneialiw Pf™ 
hU>* of the whip had deprived him. At the end «i the feast 
I he drummed maimed all the drum' hut one "inch they lelt 
Id if they had h fgutteji it. Somebody m lho ‘*"* wd ^ 

notrre Ihe apparent o«m*bl ami run afa* ** 
the drum, jviuk, "You have left of" ■ 

ee«iwd war Ihar he was ought and killed and the lwt.es of hi. 
upper arm made into dnmilWt. for that Particular Am* 0* 
drum was never afterward* brought out dating the *hokof he 
kin -\ rrijii, but Win kfj.t rowed tip ml the t.mr am Iu 
it cwt OOtfas corrmpodSm* fcutwf ht* .uc«*or. Yrt *<"» JgJ 
to nme .hr pt-mt. "ho had JKdttt the ,e«lto- mth *i -Up 
of human akin, would drew himself up In a mantle of * j* h.dr 
dm neck to loot, nrd cooenltag th? dn itnttkk uf bWto bon» 
U nder bt» sohe would go into 0« king's V****, 
whimrinc out its bone* from bis l»*o® would brtMfim them 
in lbe tiitfs hire. Then lie would as suddenly hide them 
bur only to repeat the manoeuvre. After that he retj«d wi 
restored the bones to their usual jluce. They 
with cowrie shell* and little bells, whidt Jingled m rr shook them 

" l ”The j5*hc ItWBdflf of these latter cerwnoniw 
we may sucrose that fm ** tlx human Wood poured <«»•*** 
was thought to pus into the king's veins to the booming note* of 
ifie drum, so die dieting of the human b 0 n» and ihe ptighn 6 1 

tkdrbdi *W«3t. h*K **«'''» ’-** ‘ ti jlg 

of the murdered man, The WW* of 

whip made of human skin is evert more obscure} hut we m y 
I'oniectttre that the life or virility of every man ^ii^k with the whip 
was supposed to be lmnsnattal in tome way to die ft 1 hl 
merniThi. vital, and especially b» 

solemn tc^y. If 1 am right in my interpretation. ^ thtte Brtfian.la 
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iiuxles or strength Atiing the king toA prolonging h»am 
(he nutritive raihrt than U> Die ^teanouf type * “**JjV"g 
^ -lich it Till fallow Ihui they were »i*p)cai tariHT than m 

ti.tng "«r * fl* t *MESSSTS 

which tfHd to be f*|l«nted -hen * km* of ^ 

there Tima ibr ptioti hiS»™«J the «f4 i^tient thsl P?™ 
nwkcU by a cMuiin physical peeulunity, neb a* m <mt «T <be ^S? 
n partwX BUT. oradirtnaiw'tJounnj, ww* Ik put *M*fe 
AiSrtSgtj th, kmg Min «» I* f *■ ™*?je± 

in the roa* ami tjk* to lh < 7'^^'urW w» 

they war h£| I OBdl ll C tale -'1 victim# prnitdre-J by -« P u.J 

complete. before they were 1«1 *w*y » «* * *• ^ 

ffleSon, which were «*ol*rlr *n?M for #» 

mm of tbe tlae vicUiu* bad to dnnfc m&UBtoA W1ttl 

E. kilts out of*«*c«1 PUi ( in «*» «‘f he 
over tboir t Uo*&, fctf they .IwiM cotnc b«* u Jo™™* 

him They were kill** s.imeiim« by being Wtl * «*«} 
ttmtctittic* by being hackml to piece#, wwirtisnei by ,, . urncJ 

whjvt remained of the bc*iu\ of there unftwtmmtes *«t "1**1* left 
unbilled un the fika of ese&itbrt , 1 fn_ wliftt way P'f™* >’“* 
?itk kins w*i auppoiied to benefit by these tndvsftcrei of ha mwi 
does tifit appear, bus «r may turaOle that somehow the warn 
were Iwticncii 10 pi* their litre* for hint or » ,ura . 

■firm it » possible tliafe in 1 r >el a.» the uenfr'ec; oft. bill Iren 
to Moloch were in like mariner ir.t-mted i* pRilonfi 'he hfc of u* 
human king <»Ar*) either by Mrtta* » fltbstitme * 1r f £ '’J 
re-reiting he* falling enetgi ■ with Ure>r vlgorou* young Lite. Ib>t it 
it '-• S !*' i aihlc, acid ^rbap* more pwkibk, ih« the 
cf Hie lint-bora children was only n partnmtar q«ll«tim o' 
ancient law which devn'cd to thf ileity the nm-bora of every womb, 
whether flf eatite or of lumum bcmgis. 1 
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A WTTiUKtfT cv}jki;a-juiL of tin- rule which obliged ihe Flameo Ttuvwy 
DUliu to resign the priesthood on the death of his wifi-' h.ii t«n 
suggested lijr my friend tb. I K. FmntH He *up| fc ■’-rs that mch ^ n* 
a iKTtivemtnt would rendu i I he Flamen ’-crcttionMIy impure, and «iHo«nl 
therefore unfit to hold oiSec.* It (■ true that the ceremonial polio* 
tion cauwd by juxti coimooiily disqualifies 3 man for ihe diirchorge bums 
O f sacred functions. but as a rale I be dtapuriilbalhM h Only tom* twtl.r 
pomry and can be rt_-.ru ^d by Mcfanb* and the observance of 
pun'tea tory rite, die length of the secfilitwn and ihr nature™ the 
purification varying with ihe degree of rttatiorrahfp m which the living 
•stand to the dead. Fhus, for example, if one of the meted eunuchs 
at HJempolto-Buiubyee vm the dead b<xly of a stranger, be was un- 
ekno lor ih.it day and might hot enter the tenctuaty of the god dess; 
but next dav after purify.og himself hewm tree to enter. Ism if ih« 
coq*e happened to be ihat of a Tdaiion be was iiiidflui for thirty 
day* and had to shut ha head before Jus might *d tool within the 
holy firrcinet* Again, in rise (irceli island ef Ceot («son* who bud 
offc.ed the annual sacrifices to their departed friend t were iiticksn 
for two dav* afterward* and might not enter * uu.etuaiy i they had 
to purify thrmidws with water.* Similarly no one misriit go into 
the shrine of Men Tyranmu for ten days after being in confect with 
the dead.' Chire mure, m Striuoiticej m Car.* a thorns of ihiily 
noble boys, clod in white fcfnl holding Imtrtrhrt in li.eir heudv 
iiv.vl to siiijj a bvnm daily it. heiiuur id Zcio mi l tkewe ; bin i. 
one! Of them wen mr.fc or'had ruflvrcd a domestic bcreatemeriT, he 
was for the time ticing exemed, not pentianenily o; bided, from ihe 


■ Sea slfcivr. irtiL L |>. 4 y. 

> TU imttrijHHwai, April wr. 

p. 

* L^iLkffp Dt is 53 


* G- |>U]rntp*iE*Tp 

rmHum Gwmrumn* *ti!_ ii i«ti. :?s 
Jf^ No* & 7 ?+ s 7& 

G J>JllcnbcT^Ef B j^* tit* ws t ii 
W 4 S 9 J^s N** b $y 



Ilfl 


run widowed flame# 


tWB ■■ 


Ap^RlVBl 

fftri-twi 

4|IEU(I][ il> 

Fti'liu- 


P«fonn«.« rf h» * e jgJS £jj“ £j 

Iftullw raws w* should «tp«a to find the widowed IWM « " 
paatfly debarred from the etttcJwr of hH l, <* pnm»ne<uy 

"X™. i, »w« or Hr. r.™r, ■ r u, cu. «. ■ 

Indian parcel which was pointed nut t* nw !»)' Or. _ - *[ ‘ 

Rivers, ^Xnongihc Todns °f ** HJi!i “ 

the priestly dairyman {#**) « * P"? 0 "®**' !"£B?Tjgfc 

lU of i he nuiiM iShs *» hedged in by ran* No- 

when ft death occurs in hit cLan, the dairyman ra“> ,' 

of the fdnetii rcrumonie- unl«M fa< g.v«upotfi« tattaiJJ* 
rfrdrctcd afief the second futtsiftl £«emOttS* hat- born 1 ‘ ™| l*£* 

111 ih.r interval Iti* place mutt be-taken by * man of rmntbn ebua, 

S.-.me eighteen o. nineteen year* *go_ ■ m n*"*d 
—yVnfvi the office of dillryrnsn when his wife ditr* but two yea 
ijicr he wai le-ilccied and haft held office ever since, there have 

ISSta to*W» l» Hi- cbn. IW br to to »>tolrf 

■ maH SOll h* OK tbrlrlm, Md » tjLjft gfe 

AiimrcAlW in oM drow a mw» itnnueut rule prcv.ii led, aoii , 
dSman -^obliged to vacate ulfeewbwr » 

hio r un, KOT. ancoidlng to imdition. the clan u( h^jilful «ft 

divided in to its two wimg divisions for the eapre^ nurp-v.- J 
enuring that there might will be mm *» undertake thei office 
dSyfaSi when n doth occurred tn die dan. ihn mw of iiic one 
division ufcina office whenever there was a death m the ot 

Mfi* Abt this cate may verm e»etly mfe » the ttseof 
the FUmen Dial» at.d the fkinifa« «» I*. Fame!I« i.icoiy j far 
hem fete can be no doubt whatever that n i» the polltiUm of dtit > 
which ffisiitiilifie* the »n«l dairyman fi-mi hnUfaii oUict, »tn«, tf 
he only avoid* ihat polfatfeo by not *u™dta# he ■■ 

flowed at the pvmil ihy tiwetam hw pm!. O"/t? 
m i»hl MiEiEim Lhai it wm not so much the demO» jjf hh wife “ 

Z&5 “to .0-0.01 ww. ewiw to va-o M. to 

togn. tqtodr „ .o boo. Ito be «» e>l»"5 

much .i dead body * «J «>'« ‘ lljK wl,m * ttC 

„ llUfl n^ clover Mf|iecdDn of the facts pmvei thfti the aiiftlu«y 

SZm hreaki down at some m»tmi pok*. For though *!*g£ 
iteinikiC* iHaSi* -Wfct Jbfhiddtrsi 10 tostdi a ilezd twJjr or lo enter 3 | - 

ifiri^e' wet burned, lie was |mnnitivd to attend a funeral. *o that 
^ S couhl family he any oh^uin ta his attends the luncral of 

. AwtiNM gwwn-J. » «“ ‘li^'iSSr V'AV 7^,» 

t*fl. A.U Bo«ktr. «r. .Ikrlm. »S^ * ^ 

uttwhl it»r r»*i m* ^ «»> '^LTt ?/*L 

fvr-.i i'l rri'ir Tftrf ninr, * AulUH L f 5 fa Sl 

S tot 2rfa* * "/™» " 

wlwrv t uiufemad ftoy«u »«i <*r »«8» 
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hu wlfc. TUI* purnifniiM chad* telU sgsiiwl ilw tli»i it wan 
the m«c [KiHuttuii ■>! death wj&h oblige*! him to nwjin atTi« when 
hn wife died. Further, anti this « a point «r fiimUmemal flme reme 
Ijetuccii (he two cases, wheteus the Flaroeti I hall* ws* IkiiuuI U> Lie 
roamed, imd iWBtied I (» by a rile of special ickumiity, 1 iLiwe u no 
obligatiim tr» the ■ acred dairyman of the Tothis: indeed, n he «* 
Buttled, lie Is hound to live apart from Ins wife taring hi* lettti of 
cihcL-.i Sntdv the obligation laid on the f la men lhidu to lio 
inarm'd of itself implies that wills the death or Ina viJu lie tuxes 
ariiy reused lo l.ulil office there U no need to search tor mother 
muon in ilic pollution of death which, as 1 have fust shown, does not 
seem to MTUnte wilh the jstntrissirjm granted to the Haincn to attend 
■ (uncial That this b indeed die true eipkiHtuon of the nil c m 
question aUtWKly suggested by the fatlhti ami appureiuli r^ 1 
lUc which forbade the Flamim to divorce bn wile; nothing inn 
death might ran them.* Sow Hie rule which enjoined that u 
Itsmen mu« bt roairled. and the role which forbade him to divorce 
hb wife. h»vc .rlmounly nothing to do wilh trie jwllution of ih'.nh, 
v« thi.v an hardly bt separated from the other rule ilia! with the 
death of hit wife lie wealed office All three rules am cajilained m 
die most natural way on the hypothesis which I have adopted, 
namely, that this marries I priest atid priestess had to ferfonn to 
common certain rites whiA the husband could not perfimti without 
hU wife. The wrote obvious ...dution of the pitibfaa *** “j'Sfi***® 
| u ni> ago by Plutarch, whfc after Halting why the tlameu Dmhs had 
to lay down office on the death of his wife, says, amongst oihct 
(hint's, that "perhaps it is because she performs wffltsl nj.es slang 
with hid) (for many of Hie Hie. tiny not be jeiiormcd without the 
present, ft a. m afiicd ^mum% and U> nijwr}‘aoottar *ilc tmmedv 

iS-Slv. 
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ate! - nil the death af the lint would hardly l« iodide « ' 

r^n S r;.i. -..»»■ 

olivine husluilHS an ^ . ^ K I T\!tna 1 aM til ft* BUpIMWilWrt 

tZ ZZSm** w* *oi *m rr 

joctmlag <hn of Lh» dlrme pair it* ROtWes U®» TSlhet ‘ 

’ 4 orijiinitlly Hie mure important p taUKt. f . , . lhr 
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SHre Kion tor tmmg^ »»«'!! *» rdat.oni for 

whom a ™'R h! &** kiraSnii V ife i# not ' ,,Cf ‘ ,w,lcd 

| a, fdr iVare^e A**ut* 6Vj* 

The theory that the PUcne* l»' s *< k * 

dtvin.: roypk? whether Jupiter and Juno or Unto and 

in - i leiEjUKs si married rtMmn tH-rwecm ttie ^, olj ^n4 
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Rcrmnn god* ««h ViUbH*.* On that *uVct, ho-wrr. \ uno, the 
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wife Kirol iIk UJEtr 1+134 ftT |SMT 
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rm MA#Jt/AG£ OF THE RGMAM GODS sji 

r-umt SrAmni of Kottun irtlitpjarHss, wgui of a coattaty He 

nut uiily vjxikc puticuUtlj of Juno** (lie wife of Jujtiief , 1 bet beabo 
wfTirtticd generally* in the nitnt nEiimbignooi taftftmge* tftfll tile old 
- Rcinim gods wcte married, and in wying *o referred n<* lo the 
id m Min of Is 19 own dij, which had been tnuilitied by Greek influence, 
but to iK lc idjgjfoh of the andeid Romans, \m ancestor *, 1 Sraeci 
ridiculed the mimifnc ai" the Roman goth* citing a* eiamjilri die 
IHUtfe^c* Of Mar, and Vctom, of VaStan and Varna, of Neptune 
and Sabda, and adding mtc**xkn\\y that some of the goddess were 
■pin^Erts lit widows such a* rcipolraup* Fulgw*. ami Rumina, whose 
faded c furri - 1 w uftnaiablc character had failtil to illraCL a mitor* 
Aj.am. itie kwied Setlrtus, wliow toiwllin' ms Virgil h a rbt 
fold mine uf Roman rehuiouai tore, faluinu oa that the ponlWi 
celebrated ihc marriage or xbe infernal de^ty Gicu* with very great 
solemnity ;* inii for ihi* vtrtcmeltf he would Kin 10 thqve had the 
Aiiilifirtiy of die ponlificiiL booka lhemMl*es* for lie refers to them 
in d| C ijuun Connexion only a few tinea before, As ei n *n die 
liiglirai device unlikely that the pontiffs would K> 1 tmniie any fatdgn 
rite*. *c nnty saldy **ssi»c that the marriage of Onrna not 
borrowed from Greek mythology* hut eraa a genuine ukl Roman 
4.crtmmiv and ibis is -id the more probable because onf 

autljfutty rpr the cm torn, has reeordrd mure eliTivmi uid niiVimi vly 
ancient taboos which wfre olllemil *t the mxttutgc and in the 
rstJi.a .1 of Cc<ps the iioddei* who iceoii to have been jo met) in 
to OrctPit One uf these iafoocrc forbade she irse of mmt t 
the other forbade person* to ftstme I heir laiber til daughter.* 
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Ftsj-iher. (he leaned Roman anu^mri AuIul Gdltm 'l»ut« 
fiDrn *Uhe ii- ijoik? cff i 3 lv f.ir:r oi ibe Roman people* (the higta J * 
passible JMlhorit? on thr *uhj«i)ind from 11 marry anting apeechts 
a ItfiE of old Raman deltk* b wWdi lHr;ir t^rn to be at Jca-i five ‘ 

piri of male* and femak* * Mure fHin thm he prom eonduvitTly 
by qucrtMlnua burn FIauiiu, lho an oft H it Cii Gduot, *fi4 Uomtu 
Tmbfc* that these old wilier* ccnamiy regarded ope at IcjsI of Re 
|iaija fMiira and Kctio> 4 * husband and wife .- asirf we have good 
ancient evidence for vitfwiti# rri die aauae JigHi Ihfet otlicra of llie 
pair*. Thu* ihe old imttlkl and an iir|UA Hats U CSfrtitu AHnwMm, 
who fought rtgamsi Hannibal and was captured % him, atlbmed til 
hu w mk nti the Rttitut aieiidaf dul &luk motive wife Vjjlcm * 
mul ■!. (line was a Flamco of YuL m\ who itaertrteed to Maia m 
May Day.* it is reasonable to tttppose itus he wju amited m ita? 
ceremony by a Flamrnica. hit wife (ii« at on v.y bypuilitih 1 I 1 * 
Khaim Htaliv ui-iurti by hit wiJV the Hjfniok* Anuilicr nld 
llonum hitiumo. L Calpumtiu Tw.\ who wndt m the 3-eri>ivi 
century iu:., ^id Rial the name of Vulcan ■ wile was ant Mai a hut 
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Majcans, 1 In paying an he m*y hate intended to correct whaf he 
bubcTcd to hr a mwlahe of lib jmicecwif I CtncEiu* Again, 
l hat Subtia was the wife of N opium: ti perhjpt inipSird by V*m ( ’ 
and h [n>*inrdy arfnmcd by Seneca, Augu^iinr, and Servius* Again, 
EttftUri appears Xu bitr regarded Hwu a-> the wife Quinns for 
in the fim U>uk of hi* Anna!* hn declared hi 4, devotion to dial 
divine pur** Tn fact, of the five pain oi tmiFe ami female deiiirr* 
f,itcd b) Anita* l if Ilitin from ihc priest ty hook* and jusogw 'pecehes 
the only onr 11 to which wr have not independent cTidenre ibqs it 
ctimiitrd of a hmhbod and wife U Saium aim! l.tni; and in regard 
to Lui we know that Khc was lpoke n of as ■ usoihw^ which re mien 
si ool improbable that she sn also a wife, However, according to 
vJme very mpsetahJe aulH&rittet tht wrfc of SttttTOfcii not L.u^ 
btn OjV ko that wc harr two Indejuvidetit liutc o| pujof that 
Saturn w.n rappawd k> lx* framed, 

lastly, th- qiithets “fnth-r and “mr-ther* ni'm-ii ihc Fiuirmo* 
Ijtslui^ixi Ofi many of their rkhu^ T it* moil naturally understood 
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THE MARRIAGE OF THE ROM AH GODS JJS 

of Rome kunacR Romulus and In* turn brolhet Remus as beaten 
by Hie god Man on a Vestal Virp^n ^* and t?ciy RnmMi who 
accepted tfo tmdnwm thereby acknowledged the fofotbtXxJ of the 
god m lire physical, not in .1 figurative, it Lite of live word If the 
•toil of tiie Ltiitb of Rprcmlui and Retina Should he diimssitd as ■ 
Intcpiodotl of the rnyihical fancy working under Creek influence, 
the Janie objeototi can harrilv In- urged -gainst the stay of the birth 
of hkmIkt Roman Hue, Serrlus Tulllm. who « s.iid to hive beau a 
wtl ttf ibe fire-god Aiui u slave woman ; ht» mother wnrerrtd him 
bniije the njyal hearth, where she was impregnated by - il uue ihai 
•tint out from I he fire in ilia shape of the male at]pth t*i genet humi* 

U would warcelj 1 be possible to r* press the physical folia hood of 
the file god in more uftnmfajpiou terms, Sow a precisel} similar 
rtory was told of the birth of Romulus himself, ^ arid we may 
inspect thni this was ait older form ol the story than the legend 
which foliated the twins on Mats. Similarly, Caectilm. the founder 
of Piaemslt, passed fat a ton of the fiir-god VflJrjm. It was said 
jjiiit hi) inn;her w:^ impregnated by a spark which levied bom the 
lire and stnnk for as she s.ti l y the treartR Jn fon life, "hen 
Cae- ulut Ih.niiictJ of hi* divine parentage It) a crowd, And they 
ntftMfrf to folicvr him* hr prayed to hm father to gw* the un¬ 
believers a sirii, and straightway a lumfotil ifoi i surrounded the 
whnl' multitorh. 'Hu- win conclusive, ->='il henceforth C.ieottlirs 
(uism! for a tfire low ul the flic£ix) * Such talc* of kings nr heroes 
begotten bv the fire-god on mortal women appear to ite genuine old 
jiabiiii myths, which may wdl 40 I nek far beyond the foundation 
m Home to the common fountain of Aryan mytholoi-tf; tor the 
marriage cm tows olwervcd liy vjrtoug branches of the Aryan family 
point clearly to a belief in the jiowur of fire to impregnate women. 1 

On the whntc, tf we tolkfw (be authority of the ancient wv mm 
them re Ires, we were li-mud to conclude thut tire Roman gods, tkm Ihs 
hke those of nianr other early peoples, were believed to fo KcajBM 
married and to beget dliUbeti. It w mrn that, compared 
with the fnll'UMdcd gbeb of Greece, the dtftira of Koine - 

to a» shadowy ataUit», pule ibslrertiom. yflihtd to Wto ariu 
tJjai i-jjj lie will! tlnr gorgeous J«H of myth mid strey which Grecian 
faticv litres around i» divine creations Vet the ic* specimims *>f cn “' lj 
ttoniai. mythology which have survived Hu wreck of Jiitiqully 
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justify uk in beUtfriae ,1)at tt,e Lu( rr ^ :ncnf ‘ 01 f ? r n,oft: 
CMihna tradhtonn which l-avc p»W»cd At all went* «-■* 
nmtive aridity and barrenness of the Homan lelrsmu* liiiagit»'->’H 
j. no Mam for setting mMe liic P«iii« of Usuotd 

konu.i writer* a* (0 - i—inl of fundnirumial tmportantt: in fbe:i 
tt*n relicim. about whit* *** could hardly be imstaker* It H»"« 
neWr be forgotten that on tlw the Hifttsnl* h™ v.<c=- to 

m# nr ionta* of information which are no krngei open to in, and 
for a modem y lwlat t« reject Ihdf evidence in fawn* of »J*™** 1 
imnreiaion deriwd from a necessarily impcrf^ knowledge id tt« 
fawhi veins scarcely comment erjth sound pniwijilea 0. hiflotf an 
rnlii'iirn- 1 

I y ChiLIrtii tf Livi*$ Partin jh Ritual 

But Dr. Fumcit adduce* another .ir^nmeiii in » ! W r. ot - * 
view that it was the pollution of de-ath whit* ohii- J i!ie widowed 
Ftunen Pialu to resign tint pHeelhoocL He points to what he con* 
sitlcfs the analog of the rule of Greek ritual WMCb «*!«“« thtl! 
certain raatd office* ihowM lie discharged only by a boy whose parent* 
were both a lire 1 This nde he would «pUio in like mantie* by 
suptKwing that it* death of onr or both of hi* pawn* would render 
A I toy ceremonially impure and therefore ijpfit to perNtfi rehglmii 
ms. Or. Pencil might apparently strengthened ha cbm 
by observing ib.it the Nam™ Oialir and the FUnruca Plata were 
iliniiiielrt i isiisled In then office, the ore by a he.)-, the oilier by i 
bulb of whore parcDia routu lit alive/ At <im mght :1 m- fi! m 
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perfectly with U* ilieory: the FTamcn. the FUminta, and tbril 
youthful minium* were ail rendered inoipnhk of performing ihfiii 
s*t;mJ duties iiv the taint nr Cnriii prion of ilsiiltu 

Itm a cltjv! i v tunny of the argument rcvpili a Haw. tl prove* 
too much. l-'ot observe that in ihcsc Greek a ini Roman office* 
held bv and girl* the JjKiujl.fication caused by the -Imih of j 
iiw!iii u necessarily lifelong, imce rise bertreeperti is imf.aral.lr. 
Accordingly, .1 l>r. Fatnetl'a theory 1* tiplii, the ctittnooS^ pollution 
Ehub J-; the cause of the civmaijfi. aiion mini »Iwj be lifelong, in 
..I L. i j wrifiV:, cv«r» vifiluu. is cminwsJly *n« Wi* for (he mil 
thereby otrlmlctl fur ever from the di^tu^c of sacred So 

svrecninj! A rcli miU tt a lOoke ucludc a rargv, if not the larger, 
nift uf tint population of any conn try from the ofiWet of religion, 
and by them penwaweirtly wider all there buirknMmie restrirtiu«» 
which the t»lhitkiti of death retail* amoiut many nation*; far 
obvtomUv a to**, if not the larger, pail of the pepulmirei of any 
coiiair. j! any lime has l<*t otic or both oi >t» p- rtnu ny death, 
>■„ j W , to far as I know, has ever carried the theory of the 
ceremonial |mlJit!ipn of ilojib to ihh eslren.liy in |mctkfc And 
evetf if it west supposed that the taint wore off or evaporated wilh 
time from common folk v> a* to let them go about their ttmtiioo 
juiic# '-i every tiay life, wmkld it % si 3 l ■■ '■ II 

,„r tpai ,1 iii**« lilt Hamfti* miniate!, would it hoi incapacitate ih* 
f| 4 „- c ,t imiiidfJ It. other w*'Titj, would nor the Hatm " I hah* he 
obliged to vacate nfltco hi die death of hi* father nr mother 1 I here 
it no hint in ancient writers ihai ho lunJ to do *P- An.f while 
it t* generally ufiutfe to argue from the silence of out aulhorwjft 
I tlimk that *e may di> *» u> lh« case without being «*h ; let 
PI march trot only mention* lust discusser tin? rule which tiling™ the 
t'tjiiicn Utalk to tciiijrn .■■fllw on the death of hi* wife, 1 and if he 
had known «-f a paaHel fide which ecmi[ idled him to retire on the 
dt-tli ot a ii.ircnt, tie would surely have mentioned iL Hut « ttsn 
ceremonial pollution which ,ould rertdnlf lie <=*us«l by ibc death 
af a parent did not e -j r* .L* ' ■ 'he 1 ! J*men Pkll* to mash' uiiilc. we 
may safely con'lude that neither did the similar poHunot. cauad 
bi tlir death of Ills wife Thu* 'he argument adrlm cd by in. 
Fmrll u« favour of hi* «cw prare. <m l* Itl' 

*"£,** the rule which «xeftided orphan* from certain Mctad 
offices eafinol with any probability he captained "« ih* theory of 
itinr ceremonial pollution, it maybe worth while to inquire whether 
im.itlujT ami heiu-r raplimrtUm of the rule cannot lie found Foe 
ibat [lUiiArve 1 dull collect all the £M« of it known to me. n«c 
collection 1 1 doubt its* far fr«m complete: I cniv offer *t a* a 
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\i the time of the vintage which in Greece falls in Otttjtaf, 
Athenian boys chosen from ever} tribe Maembkri o( t>i= sanctuary 
of ttonpus, ii* ppd of ihe vine Them l«;u«te» of *«? ^ 
with ripe grapes were given to them. laid holding them in tlieo 
Lunds (buy raced :o the sanctuary of Athena bcirj^. I he ifiiirui 
(eceivcd jmd drained a rup containing a minutr of olive-oil, »wi*, 
honey, chcc*, and hurlcy-grom*, It *u nanvair that boil, the 
parent* of each of these boy-unmet* should tm alert Ai (he 
,ame (estival, and perhaps on the *«* day, an Athenian baj, 1 . whui* 
porirttiJ musl \m\\ Ik: *liw a corned in j.wt sdim a hraiicli o-f alivti 
wreathed mlh white ind purple wool and decked with ftuili 01 
inaiiv kiwU, while a chorus rang that the branch bore figs, iaT 
loaves, litmcy, oil and wine, 'thus they went in fwraiffl io a 
Icwjilc Of Apollo, *1 the donr of which the boy deposited die holy 
boueh. Tlw rttwntmy is arid to have been inatiluLed by the 
Athenian* in obedience to mi crude for die purpww d uipp! or* 
Jug the help of the g'Hl in a swum rtf dearth . 1 Similar booths 
lint duly laden witn fruits and loaves were bung up on the door, of 
evrry Ailvnitin bums And ilUmtd to Tcntiin that a year, at uie 
K ).j c,( which they were replaced by frerJi ones While ihe hir.sndt 
UJ* being fastened to the do», i troy who* parent* were both 
rtiw reiiitcd the !.<mt verst- aixjul tin* Jhrancfa Uirjng figs, fat 
|. lire*, honey, nil, and wine. Tins cusinm uko U said to have 
U-,;:, instituted for the rake of puttitig an end l» a dearth.* The 
peuilUl of Magnesia on (be Muennder vowed * bull etrry year lo 
Zeuo, ihe Saviour <if the City, in the immth of Ctonion, at liie 
Irtgiiining of vowing arul after maintaining (be atiiwil at the public 
fpwit throughout the winter they racrifeed ii, apparently ai 
harvest-tunc, in the pillowing summer- Mine bey* ami nine girli, 
wham fathers ami mothers weteall living, molt part in the religious 
servicer of the consecraliuu nmj the sacrifice of the bull At (be 
connecraJtiori public prayers were offered for the safety of (he city 
and the land, for the safely of ihe chinaii and their "'»» ami 
children, tor the surety of all that dwell In the city and the Lina 
for peace am) wealth »ml abundance of corn and all other fruits, 
ami for the cattle. A herald ltd the prayer*, ami the prkrt and 
jiriwlKK, the tmy* and girts, the high often* and m^istratcs, all 
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ymicil in these solemn puillknu for the -tiftn* (*F their couiiiiy.* 

Among ihr K.'in'-Batikb' of Crniml Snnuircv the threshing of tin: 
tkc is the occasion of vsrinu* ceremonies, and in these ft [1 mm in ml 
■uj-f js nfnwd 1 iV ft girl, whose lather mul mother nui«i ) r ^ ’■ L I 
Hci ’pccial dutv ift to tike one oi lire sheaf 11 ■ iu.e in which the *out 
nf 1 Hr Ike » believed 10 result Tim sheaf uauaUy consists of U« 
fltsi rine cut and l sound in tire field; it is wealed e tartly tike n 

rite* thus r« itettribed, in which Isoyb and jjirl* of living Hon of 
pirns-, took i»n. wore clearly cereicomra intended 'P«*% » 
ensure the fertility of the toil. This is indicated not merely Hv Use 
nature of the rite* and of the prayers or vet**, whid* KX«niJ*BreiJ inihtrtu 
thrin, but also by the season* « which they were n],served; for ^ 
the^r were the viutane, the harvest'Isome, and the beginning of ftrnitu^. 
lowing- We may therefore compare .1 -tistom jw.irmvd li)r the 
Kmoait Brethren of the i’lmigbeJ Ims'.iU {Fratm a Millie 

Of nriewT* wfttsv business it wa* 10 perforin the nto -itemed ncces- 
.•n for the enn*th of the corn. As ft budge oi office they wore 
wreath* of Curn-cr*, ami paid then desolimn to an antique 
of fertility, the Iha I’b Her Home *» 111 » ^' e of ancient 
cverETCrti «** ««d laurel* out in the Camjapna, me miles |n«n 
kiltie, 3 Uthtr evixtf veir in ibe momh o" ^ a y* wll “-' n *« - brMlv 
werr ripe or risiening to ?ne sickle, leaped eitt of the new mui w ere 
Brought ami hallowed by the Brethren wills quaint nl«. that ft 
hieing might ml on the coining harvest, 'Inc fim ot preliminary 
gonwctttiwi of Die cftn. botrewr, look !>>**, m* <« lhe S™* jj»* 
hi the house of (be Master of the Brettutu *1 Rutue. 1 3 etc the 
Brethren were waited upon liy four Inre-bwo tapi, the ch.ldirtt of 
living finlicrt and mother.. While the Brethren reclmcd on1 «odi«, 
the boys were allowed to sit on chain and partake of the few*, un 
wlten It will; over they earned the red °f the i»w ItaBowcd tom and 
laid it on ilie i 3 cjit 1 

♦ G + IkltB'P. />M ftwm J 

Hvim fBcHiO, I& 7 *Jr \ T* W. *f‘* di 
Hj «tiiL t-hil dit. ciuttii ii^ ijf k 
(j. Ifl tk mr^rfti ah bpJ 

Iwrvli of iter we pi* lJ 7 i 

ljl&l w tiy lb-# &m*****K 

}r* r$. t pji GAvk 

nt» K. Tliii- list Tilf' peffimisl 
b/ line Biniiwii wtrt Intfluh*! 

I* i‘iah llsr iid.ilft J«e*t CtffEl ft Mi' 

*lfit*h* VilW f/Ar -VHfM 

iUtllrfJ, V. S| P h- tral*tt IwA' 

i««fp fWP jfcfAwi /rr^ 

»nu w fhx *i jSw atf ">■ f 

th# Ami ©rttlwfi =twl ihflif file?* 

« ilin [. Fruiter, AVrrorlir 
%*/ ii m b Wifquirfl, 


l O. K«n h r-* 

^/ ia „/~r kl ^ IBwUb, iflOOh 

N«. : Gs **~ 

li l’P r 

=4* iff.! N- 553- TMi 

llJK well CtfpWKM ftwt 

hi 1 Ntium {f 7 r./.Aji 4 T 
L#i[»i Cl 371 ^ 

(ua, iimI l^lwitUTErt bi refitiMItig 
ihr nujuih Arftffliiftkrif., lS^ 

ball vii LMiknb u ibc brtfit 
imeisih 'Ci>mei!pfjin3lbif: gM stm AiUc 

i i. H+ Ncpi^«ih s ,5rtl 

luidixmw Wj Ac Kirn-Bnuls.'* 
Lrw <=• *A XlAiTM^ 
»i l ) I 1 *- 


t 



9 J 0 


the w/no wed flavev 


tfftTI II 


iti 

rii*i th* 
mml ol 

m 

etitfLJj^diA* 
at ■ 

fjatfWli* 

iniHPf- 

t/ 

lidiiT 

fii^rtii 

ir> t*M *>» 

RjVHth 
*1 C 3 ?*frH.ilj 
ifel thf 

^H.U±l!a- 

Hi 

V<EIi fUfc 


] n thfzj (mil B U other rite* inlenili'd ' fT)3Ufr ‘ hc of 

ibt FTnund. oi .-ittlr. a: ol human betoj-s. ihc employment ™ 
children nt litine ihm to be imciligibie «* ** finneipm _ 

of sviuimihetie magic; for web children might 1* d-micd 
of 5fc (bin orphan*, either teesmro u flourished on bash iio^ 
a* iV,e Gore*. pm H» bn*** lllc ' c( l «unrm1 of lbv !*»*■'« 
miuiht lw tn kim ro a [<mof that the stock of which the children «='ire 
WJli "vtpmw and therefore able to Imptf of ha «i*m*bviuLmi 

el Tai l th?fc In which lie cMEdtntt driving pweii« arc tequirad 
to officiate do not always aim nt promoting ihe po*ih of the ‘ flip*. 

Ai Olympia the nlivedunmefaes which firmed the victor* rrown* 
had trt be cut from a »««i tin with a Gulden llcWe ,5 * ft 
father ami mother Bin*! br both alive-’ The »« «• * ™ 1d ; I,4T * 
CTl'wIhi; within (he holy precinct, pi the *tr-i «w» <»f ih* <™P )t lJ 
ZjL, It boro the name of the Olive of die Fair Crown, and near 
I, an atun to the of H.e Pair Ciohimc* At IMpW 

, vet _ c i g hth rear a sicMd droma or miracle-play «a« act. ', which 
drew crowds of speewton horn all ports uf Greece. It wt fenh. 
the dwros of the tlmgoft by Apollo, The principal |»M *» 
an-tiinrd by a lad, the on of ttviog pared is, who scenii to Lave 
I*:-, Kilted the god himself. In *« opa^ipfle* the Idtenew of * 
(onliv ifliace, erected fur the occasion, reprerenieij ihe l-irtfton a 
den h was. sitackcl and buttled by ihe Ud, aided by women who 
dried bluing torch**. When ihr Dragon had treciwd hi* de'dly 
wntitid, the bd. .rill deling the part of the ffH trd far away to 
| N . p, 1[gt J tf Lbr guilt of blood rh the !>e:ullin.l Vale lent tie. 
where the PflKtn linw* fn * deep wooded got^e liriweeti ihtr 
ffriOwy peaks of Olytapm and Ossa, it. -.utooib and silent t«Je 
dlaifmrea Uy erwrrtiapging ir«* anil tall white rltlia In place 
thrie groat crags nro ahruptly from the stream .»tsd a -l :, l J- '-' 
eat h other so (tear that *mt> * narrow atrip of sky is visible over- 
held ; but "hero they recede a litite, the meadows or their foot 
veitltins with evergreen ihnibi, among which Apolln'v own hnirol 
m '.s still be wen. in antiquity the god soOwd with the 

IJmpmt blood, ta *“id to hive come, 4 haggrodfootrorc way* 
httr, to this wild aedinlei! gUn an.: lime jducht i! 'inches from 
tlrlc of (hr Lionel* that (pew in it* green tbmlcels imidv tl* 
ri-nlims river. Some of them he used to twine a wreath «* hu 
b ; 0 w „ne of them be carried in tiU hand, daublfe m order that, 
guarded by the sacred plant, he might ettepe the UolitfoHma whir l. 
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d«{fll Hi* So the boy, hii human nqjitreiUWfr*, did the 

same, im! bruti^hf h.rcls so Delphi wtealh* nf bond limn thr nnw 
im to te aw.mled t» Ibt meter* in the rythun ;u*i. Hence 
i( w whole fniuol of the Slaying of the Da gait at Delphi went by 
I hr name of ilit Femoral of Crowning. 1 From ih>< it aj>to*ti 
that qt Delphi a* well ** at Olympia (hr houyliti wlthli were u-ed, 
to Ctmi lilt vn;un * had t» 1* cut ftntu a sacred tree by a boy 
thuK fnuciii* mini be bulb alive. 

At Thebet a fentsiral called the Laurel hearing was held once in fern ,j 
every npht year., when branches- #f Inure! wn '-amed in prtMxsalim ^£' rj 
to tin temple of Apollo, llw principal jati in the pdnanii rve^it u 
taken by a boy who held a laurel tough and bore die title of the ijortf- 
I .Hum 1-bearer: be seem* to hare penomutd the pod h llnnl l i Hi* 11 

h.nr hung .low m hi* ihriuldenv «td be worn a gaMol 1 

bright coluitrcd robe, ami shoes of a apeeial shape t both his parent* 
owi* be -tbvt* Vc may suppose that the golden c?f«m which h.: 
wore was Mh rented i:i die shape of laufcl leaves unrl replaced -t 
wreath ot real laurel Thin the boy with the laurel wrrasli . 0 
l„„ t IKSr j iS ,d the Laurel bough In hi* hand would wsentMe the 
(nuJJtional Eijuipmetit of Apollo when he purified Himself <«r (he 
slaughter of the ilm^oit. We may conjecture that at Thebe* ihc 
Ijtirci-bc.irct . .rig in ally [icjurnated not Apollo bu! the local hero 
t'j.ltmiwho <ie.'.' the - ; (hgn:i and Had like ApoUn ie purify himself 
fot the slaughter. 'Hie conjecture i* confirmed by rase.|iaintlug* 
which represent Cadani* «o»ned with 1»urel (irepMlng to aituk die 
limit on or actually i» combat with the inoasler, while goddesses 
1 ^-n'd nvei him holding out wreath* of laurel as die mwd of victory' 

Oi> thii bv i-.tbc is the octennial Delphi 1 Festival ot CrcnmJng auri 
the octennial Theban Festival of Ijuirel-Uarfiig were «3t*s*rljr akin; 

■n both the nromincni part played by die hitrel was purificatory <>r 
expiatory ‘ Tbtti at Olympia, Delphi, and Thebes a boy whore 
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tunning Iwlefdl tofloeneea* Thus tb* Arab* of Mnih »nli V*« * 
crclrt ol cornier un the hoici of « nan «ho » roffrf>ti* frmii 
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flowcn, Jl'ivc-.., mu \ m ciited betbi noi only festival i hut on other 
octaiioni which 10 (he Etiioitean might sc tin inappmpriatfr iw 
inch -cirnarafnlL But sii truth the bright blmsami uni itfilafil 

foliage aic tmt intended la lFclu rata tilt *rarr; lmi i-j unh>w Wm 
witii j <•: Lai.u ci• i^ieaJ virtu l>, which arc iiipfn^uLi to inhere in i he 
ftowen And tarn*. Thui one man may be teun e muting nbuot 
with- a wre illi of gmiieiy which passe* round hi* rie+:k and 
over !nt ihittibtarit h*> t, 11 id breath 3 is is iu4 a mare dandy, but 
j. Igvej who hrjjjcj thaj ihc wreath will work S3 a diwn on a 
vomla r i heart Again, another may he obreinfcd with a hunch nf 
the red dnutteas iomn knotted round hit neck nu) lbs Jong stalk 
hatigttig down hb tack. He h b foldicr, W dicatr Icavo are 
^ujjl ojciI to make blur mvulnenihEe; but if the ftrvrr should hill to 
win the affect botii of bu imnhy mistress If the wamor should be* 
wounded in bruiSc* it never oCcuri to either of ibnn to quartan 
iha tragtari virtue of the derm; ili-cy uicribr Hie Mitre either 
tu die motr potent charm of Another magiturn or to Kane 
Oftnitfa on Iheir own part, 1 On she sheory thus wreaths and 
KarUndi it-nre at limited to prosGCt the infer against the fowei* 
of evil we can undent* ltd not only why in .inivLuitv sacred 
persons such ui priesli and ktngi wore crowns* bus aI»cj whp 
dead bodies encfiJkiid victims and in certain efreurmtarttd ewen 
Mummaic object* ■udi §* the impkniJTiu ai sacrifice, the hIooin 
of Wi*a» and *« fonbr were decried m rattier guarded hy 
wjtiilha,* Fuiihtr, on this hypothecti we may perhaj* perceive 
why children of living parent* were specially dtcoen to eut of wear 
w «athi Since *Ueb children *cie appuuitly -.u^i.A to 
be endowed with a lowe than common share of vital energy* they 
might lie L I reined ijcculbrly lit ted io make Of wear amulets which 
wure dmyjned iirntect the wearer frmti injury and dtalh - the 
current pf In'- nhi*l. cincu^Led in thru o»n vein* overflowed as it 
were, am! tdnfatced the magic virtue of the w>*ath. for the uim 
nutria aucE] children would naiumlly t>c chosen t q {^vitiate 
ds thcT suttminidy were at [>cl|phi And 1 Hebei. 

At Eph-ms if wr may trust the evidence o( the Greek romance 
wdurr, Hdio-miu*, a boy «iulgM of 1m®3 used to hold fur a 

year the prlntliool of Ape Ho -ind Afttoit* nsipcttlrely* ^ hen iltcu n ^, c ^ 
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fthai Bhil period uf ofikc wan ttfidy expired, (hey led * ^cmf nnhwy *r 

FinfcH Ode*, ibe btrtbfiliicc of the dinne hfntbttf 4 qcl twlrtn where the* 

mwiitejukd the npbi *iuJ Athletic cimtcsi* md Laid iWii die 
AnvHk. prieubrjod . 1 At Rome iso git I mi^hl be chosen & Vr.r.il Virgin 
Aifctami unto* both her liicher and mother wsrit , a yrl there if no 

vu=-\riii-> ctiiIwi? of pub* Entity thui ,i Venn] Trailed urlke Oti the «hilh of 

a parent ; imited ih= genexallj licit! office tor Lfc- 9 Thb id one may 
Ui^ nudice to t>e L rv - tftai the custom uf cnfrcmiitg certain newi dunes 

rb:Liiitri |o, children of living paonis wajs not based an any n^Mno ih-i? 

orphan* a* *uch were CcinraanSjlIlj tifurton. Agafa, the dandtig 
^jr* M i(«e print* of Mare. the SalM, nitM Ik ioai* of llvtap; patents; 4 but u in 
ji= %ht r^tvai the Vtttnlr l&it condition probably only applied at the 
op - T hei? election* for iEsey *crm like the YtftaU to hiivt held 
mlttc fbr life At at! e«nU wit read of * lively old djBtflamui win* 
dill dipped add cankered abum ■* a djiricinp; priest with on agi]i:y 
which threw the dToeti of hi* younger colleagues into |hn ahadt , 1 
Sgzm* at the pihlk iTRioct in Rome boy* of tivfrg paiBhl* bad to 
rtnort the Images of Ihe god* in their «ac*ed can, and ft w^e. a dhr 
outer* If one of them rthfcij his hold on I he holy carl or let a i&irap 
Odldreftof flip from bia ftagftlfe 4 And tfhen lllt^ *tuul Roman hc.rrt wai 
shaken by the appalling new* shat iLfflicbodif kid twcJi * Snick by 
lightning that the sky Intd somewhere been suddenly ovcirjjit. ur 
uiXfET dun * -;hc tmife had been aafely dcliyercdV a coif* bop and gill? 
tnry run whose Duller* md xnqftbftci were still olive need to W sought »itil ami 
** employed to help in expiatmg the terrific prodigy , 7 Apiiii, when 

du" Capitol had hi-.-n «jdkt;d uiui burned by die dJgtnrddirJy Iroqfw of 
Vttedins- scilenm preparutions wens made to rchnlld ii + 1 he whole 
areu was enclqsd by 4 i-nnksn cf fillctfi and wtemhsL Ibcn lidtlitn 
eho^:-!i tor their Auspicious names entered within flic barriers liohiing 
lifindLC* of luckv ireei in their hands ; and afterwards ihc VfjfciJ 
Vir^ini. iiidEd by kiys and girU of living parenc^ wuahed die 
foundadom wish water dmwii fmrn spring's and mtn 9 tn ihh 
dercniDny the choice of *uch chihlfrn «esmi id be kuod cm ibe fame 
idta the iihmtc uf rjuds w^itr r ; for ai nJnntap water li dtrine 3 to 
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Ijc especially jiliie, 1 to the vital cumuii might be thought to t\ r*w 
without xmgvnjptioil in live child run ol living juiertu but to stagnate 
_ m orphan*. Hcficfi the children of living parent! rather than orphans 
ittjuIU naturally ** < huMjt u> pour lliR living water over the remmta- 
tkmi^ and m to Lend jyJmethmy £>/ their own vitality nr endurance to 
a building I hat was designed to Un for ever. 

On the tame pnmipk wt eau easily umki stand why the OrtWi** 
children uf living pamtH should lie mpedaily ihusm to perfbtm - inh * 
crnnjrs offices jit masnriayr. The motive of *acU a choice may i«* a 
wuti to tiunre by flyffipachetic magic the life of the newly wedded uhu% 
pit and of then ofkptiTig. Thti& it Herman mania gen the brute rfrt 7 t ^ Wc * 
fu ported its her new home by thtw boys whose parent* wetc uf] 
linn,;. Two of the boys held hcr k and the third canted a lurch of Aiutiu, 
buckthorn or hnwthom in front of hen* probably for the jm rpo&c 
«t awntn^ Jhe poweri *>f «vd; for buckthorn or ha^hom was jU "“ 
credited with thf* mugiaj riTtUc.* At inxrn.igc* In aneirni Athsus 
a I. y whore farcnlt wc:c both living jiaed to wtat a wreath uf 
thomi and acoroi and io carry a I mm a winnowing-fan nth of loaves 
crying *1 have c-rapcij the luti, 1 hate found tUa better/* f n 
tnodem Giecefc on the Sunday before a marriage the fcrridcgnMirn 
tenth io Lba brule the wedding cake by the hand* of a boy, both of 
wtatfc pient! ee nst be Jiving. The meMiger eaX<m great can: not 
to flimihle ur to injure the c-tks, for to do eiihet would be a very 
bad omen, He may m>t enter the brides house till she has insert 
the cake bom him. For ibiR purpose he lap it down oi> the 
threshold of the door, and then both of them, the boy und the 
ImrJe, rush -it it ami try |o *d*c the ipratet part uf the rake. And 
nlirn nitric ite Ijclng NLaugli tercel tut llte mnttiagc forffa itife the 

first bca=it killed for the Mide'j honne must be kdjed bj ft youth 
whme parents! jre both Altec Further, a fort of living parents m&at 
solemnly fetch live water with which the bridegroom 4 * l«*d is 
certmiorLinlly washexl by women before nniiiiage. Arui on the day 
ahef tfcie nuimagfl bride inti bridcgrtKini gn in (jrocei&iori to ihe 
well or ipring from whidt ihe?y arc henctfunh io fcEcrfi thtii water. 

The table the spring, drinks ot iht water busii the hollow of 

bei Ikmdp and dirow* money and food into it Then follow* a 
d.mce, accuEupnied by 4 ^fm^. murid ahoui ihe -pnoj^, Lmly, n 
tad who>c prenm ar^ both living draws water from liic spnug rn 
a Jipecia) vessel and cairlc* it to the hou&e uf the bridal juit wllhuui 
ap«kii^ a wem : that 11 uiupckcn water/ os ti is called, ii regarded 
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from tha spring, ibtr At drew *»'«•*“ rt ' llb lhc " tel 

4m! irjr TO tpin it flu «<rh oil™ "«'<*' ***** th lllc " * 

Albania. "hen wan»h are Wdtil! «!n=* for a wnMtftg.UK hr ; . 
put hand m the tluunb tnu.t bo » mniden whose ^ 

Llm> Mild who baa brother*. tl* m«e the U-ttCt; f« ^7 *^ a 
Kid b deemed lucky. And when tha btide boa diamtmtited from 
her bone mi lire bnOes^W. ita*. m rail W 
boil* alive Heir -mly such 1 boy I* thought to bringli ck} '* !»»■*“ 
thrkc backward* and forward* wtidtt the bticp£ * ■' 3f> 1 , !C 

would girdle the IkmiL 1 Antony f he *«iitlt irLtri o 
Ullle rliiliJ whose father anti mutliai ate both Mrivc help* to '* V . 
two bridal cakes, pouring water anti salt m the m«l *■**"*« 
the mixture wuh a apurtte of a fpcckl shape, then ip . 
chdd to her urns. and ■ !« Utile u.,e touches the t™f**u* «J*J 
with iT» sptinla, saying, H «i #*■ And *« “*’fI«d 
hair is to I* dressed for lb- wedding day, the vn.ik trf rigflibing « 1 
plaiting >t roust lie begun i>y a cluld of living (Hirer ts_ '- l,1 K " 

Ffq ant! tlmlaburai, two Somali tribe*, on the morning a net a 
marriage '‘the bride* fertile relation* bring present* <* muk <« 
arc accompanied by a younj; male child who** |ixwitt« anr Al!l -v 
Tire child drinks some ul the wOfc bebje any our drre Ustcs it, 
and after him the Inhfcgmoro, if fch |«tetib are Imre; bn* ’> "* 
or both of his parents are dead, ami thole of the bride living. *he 
dritilt after the child. By doiitg this they l~b«>" ilui if«lw >i> '"■■•• 
married vtomsn bean m child lire father will Ire jft« at the tune. 

A slight I? different ipplkuhn* of the note principle nppean in 
ihc oid Willi...., rule that when A bride reached the hcm>e of h« 
l lu nb nd, she should hr mude to de*. ,-mi from thr dunm b\ ■■ ■ ■». n 
or good chao ter wh-r. Mislfl-mn and - m> «< re living snd ih.n 
afterwjrds These women should seat lire bride on a hull's hide,while 
her husband recited the rtrst " licit yc brn;. I-tth cMlvtn 

Here Hie ccTctnonjf of teeing the young wife on a huW* Iih!s stems 
pEainljr intcfiiJc^S mzkr bci fniiibit through the gpnmUvc vtrtua 
of the bull; white Uw mtciwiiiMre of women, wbpw hutoraliunrt 
ioiu lire ifeinCi is ho tkmbt 5 deuce for ensuring* by itynipSheiie 
msk&it* the life boiti of the intic* hi^lund uiri of het future uU- 
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Iil fc.bc Somali custom Just described ih^ pari pttoyed by lit child CbiMn» 
n f living p^roLLa \n nrwmhnruoui and 11 tips* if: throw I if nr vn ihc 
djuiZLEm ■ i-r* whit:'!! precede. Smzh j child u cltjfJy %up|> lo ‘ T 

ijupH iJlc Virtue ul'luHgeVLty tu Lbe milk u£ which it pjirlakc^ toil 
vn to Lra.Tfc}itift it in the newly married pjur who afterward* drink m ir -'v^ 
me milk. Saiaani : : !y. *c may inppotc that En nil mamA^ ntt* as 
lotf* it noi ifi rdigimis rii*^ generally, ihe cmplnyrneni uf dtUdtcn 
ol living ptircnu La litfmi dod fo diffuse by tympfltfcsy the bltrssin15.i1 of 
life anri longevity ftf&mig all who porticipAie tn the ceremonies 
Ttlk rnteirtiovi tec mi co under] ic the sa^ which the Malaga? mate 
id rite children flf living parent* in ritual Thus, when a child I* a 
week old, it h dressed up in die linen clolbfi thnl tan be grt* nod 
iv shen Cflfrimt mi tff tiie house by some jjerson whose parosis axe 
froth fliil tiring; afterward* is h brought EjseIs to tile mutliEi. in 
the Act of being rjimed one and lit, Che infant tisoat be twice cart- 
fiiJIy hffed overt die fire, which U placed neai the door. If the 
child n 1 boy, she axe, knife, and spear of the family together with 
any in Hiding took char may be in the home, are saketi out erf it *i 
ihe feioie time, ^The Lmjilemenu tire perhaps used dhcfcSy as 
cmbtsrii ofc lire ocraipatiima in which it u expected the iMuni will 
engage when it arrive* at malurct year*; and die whnlc inaj be 
regarded » exprt*fifig IjQfter cherished of ht» «rt*ity, wealth, 
mid cnSoymeutst 111 On furli an oceasidn the sewice of A per^un 
white e parents are both alive s«ms naturally alculMed lo \mmate 
the longevity ol ihe infant For a like Ku.Mift, probably, Uie Indy 
w-itet ti^-rd ai ;iic M.ilagaiy ^eirrujimy of cirtumridcin la drmwn bum 
a [>o®l by a i erson *hti*£ parttnli urc bolh still lii tng.- The same cs.liil frf 
idea in, iv ex|iiniii n funeral custom oh^rved fry the Situm^a of 
MacJa^suj'^r. After a fciirnnl ihe funlly of she deceav^h with shfii t n . E i.-_ M: 5 
rdolitca and dependent*, m«t lo the house from, whkh the w teal 
H^ar irjLj lately removed ik to drink rum and u. undergo a pun'fyin? 
and preserviriis bnpitsm oiler I /yV rAmm^ai'ii/fgj w leave* of ihe 
lemon in iime tree, and the tialk* of two kliltU ui gritliettid 

jud pbfed in a vessel wiUi water, A iwriion, ivoth of whwe parents 
ate living fcp chosen tu peifonri the file, And this fc hoty water in shell 
rannkltd tt|N>n the w»U* of the house and upon all a^vsmbled within 
ihccn, and ftnally mromid the huicie MlsUf/ 1 J l Sere a person whuM 
parent l > th Living appear? to he ciedticd with ft more than 
eolttmim shme of life and ]on|ev-iiy ; from which it nritu/oEly follow? 
that he it beuer fitted ihmi mf one eLie m perforin a ceremony 
intended to avert She danger tsf death from the hauaehiM 

The notion ikai a ehM of Living juarenhs ii endowed with A 
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btidict decree trf vStfilJlf llan an orphan fimbobb «pMn* at! ihe 
czies of the emfilftymsnE of wli * child in ritual. iht 

IwTiiralKr rite it deviled |u HOiur the lecxilfcty of the groDnd *f * 
the fruitful oca of women, or to avert die dflHg^r of «*!» and 
dttier caiiimitieL Yd it tufflfr be u flMUnkc in t® 41 thu 

nation u aiwsiyi dearly apprehended by ite p«™«» |hacum 
iht= crtanit, In ibeir mindi the iWWc eonttptwfi of lupcr- 
..bantam and ^flowing vitality my cttHv dt - ^vc ioto m^c 
iiji-a, ihat ’he duld of living parcniu t> luckier then other folk. >o 
moTCr Mian Lbi* Km? to be a! Uu? b«t«'» * hc U*™ ,uk 11,11 
when ihe *4 itic;i ‘ wUli i« adeti - dikf, fhej iEHi 4 wtHna a 
isjiir^- patent*. rire ii'ilL lh'ing, wtso rrom* entile mud hi* uever tilM 
iuybudv. while pttDn w not blind, and «In* hiwisudl 1> - 1 ft° L a 
duVdcjiWd ere, 1 ' 1 And noriiiftjt more a n^eJtd t« upttn Ifcr 
Aucknl Greek mow which iBl^nd the duly ri dewing lot* from 

ufl aril to 5i trfiy midcr puberty »hw.‘ f^llwr -nr! moihi;* «re b^h 
in life* Ai AiIhm it would appear that re^tU'N of thm buy 

wcl v kepl K pcrhflpi in order tbit the Lads might dttcluugfc, nft 
ptcuion art^e, tbtw ufTta* of rdijdou whidt required the eernc* 
of such auipidoui youth*/ The atjodou* tyrant Htiliopbilu*. one 
of the worst monnert who em displaced the huuum iojm, t^u* 
scjirrh to be ttucJe throughout Italy for yublc and hfercufffifiic boy* 
wltn^ \parents were both alive* and tic sacrificed dtrm to hii fti&rbttfoui 
^plSx tontiriitg them hrit and grabbling aiming lliclf euuaih 
wards fnr nmeiu He g^ttrEt lo have thought dtit ■uch victim! 

tmiuIi) Ih; [Kr.tiliaTiy irecpuililB to Uie Syrian deitici whom he 
woi»lii|>fed - <o hr encootagcil tH tonmer^ an>J huirhw ai rt^it 
work, Jud thanked ihc gotta fat enabling tiim io fctic! out “ilieir 
fnendg ." 1 
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fc CHARM TO PROTECT A TOWN 

Til s tiwilclijsn lhat a hydiu fcif® rrtfd to make the di.rdd of Sanies Tb# 
impregnable by carrying round h a don 1 tuny petlmpf be sJLuatfUtd BeHwMM* 
b? 1 ^uih Affn an cmioiu. Wr.-n the Ikcfo: m u ut afo.-m tu j '!/ " 
(irttul -I nm t- «J 1 , they observe m elaborate miwl They ciioow: . 

A bull hum the hetd* 0|> (is r ydith with mue*, and them ail™ ** a< 

the bliuiJ'.'d d tun ml to wander .at win Tor four days. fin ihc- fifth r * 

d.iy they trick it down and sacrifice it al tuiiscl on ibe spot where ™ l ^*‘ 

tl happen* to be mildbtR The carmat k then mailed whole 3ful 
dlvkied tfttbflfz the pgefSKilioal rt^tiftej that every |%ifc|e of 
lbe flesh thoJtd Iw columned on the tpoL When the ^rrihcUl 
meal u uvcT t ihe mediant-men utkt the hide end mark it with 
flffwopiiair uuNlidnei* ihr eomposilinti of which u a firo regional 
ati*.ret. [’hoi wiLb one tony spital exit they Cuniert the *U k hide 

into a (tingle tbdoft, Having done to they cut up the* ihung iota 
length* of about two foci and drench mes^n^ers in all direc Era rui 
to peg ifo'-vn taor of tW« *iripi in each of the jmihi kadtng t*? the 
new rnwh. 1-1 After ihs^ H U is wml. k *if a for tinner Bpprmchia ihe 
new ECrtni id destroy it with hi* cluinos* lie will find that [be town 
bat prepared itsdf for his enndng/ 1 * Thus it would seem ihai the 
pattoml Becbimirafl attempt to place a new town under the prtstec* 
iron of trat of tbeir sacred cattle T dihlrifrtitlng pieces of in* hrde 
at all pointi where an rnerny could approach ih just as she Lycfen 
king thong ht to place the dud cl of hi* capital under ibp protection 
of the Lton-god by cattjrh^ she animal EounsJ ihc bmitulaiir* 

Furihcip the Ik* Kuans custom m?iy throw light on a widespread Tb mi- 
legend winch relates how u wily settler in a new country bought *-‘* *^7 
from live native* as much UtuJ m be cm-ered with a hide, and cVJ^nrt 
bo* he Lhen puoceedtd to cut die hide inio ibtan^s and ED claim nf iii 
ai much tend as costitf he endetted by the though, h tv duu, 

* Sc^sKtit. wab l p, |S^, 1 For v\m* et^^h^c «f tlu bukIu? * l±,i l |J gt1 i: r ^-t 

* Hrv W, C. WSIlpnifhtwj fit CAlik amiTfi^ lhfl Ikchdauiu *« Ehe * 
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ice aiding, to the Horreni-tti, Thai the fira* European lettler* obtained 
3 in 'Oulh AfttL-^ 1 tint the mind fnmiliar eiAmple of Midi 

i» Lhe iradltion that l>Mo pmirfll the itus of Carthage 
in this fc^hiniti and ihul the place brace received llw name of Ii>n*A * 
tu- ^Iddt" t Similar ulet occur in the tq4L r rulflTj btfinry t>l SaTonu 
and Uamtft, 1 tod they mt^s u* m India, Siberia Bwnia, Ca mbr i a, 
Jav*, and RjilL 4 “Hie wuLe diffuikiri el audi stories Cffliftmu the 
conjecture of Jacob Gcimm ilud in Ibeui hare a reminiscence 
oi a mode *4 land measurement which wna rtiKi r.rtnaUy m 
and of which the tkMfniitfTi it =-tlll nnaiwd in tin? Englidi 
Tfcie Recbnaia cmtEAt tmggesiJ thiL the isiemIc ul mtasuring by 
a hide iikay have originated m a practice of encompassing a piece r-j 
land with thongs cut iiom the hide of a saofffciol Ttelim in tirtfw to 
pUic the ground Mtldtt the guardutth'ip of the «cfed lliknid, 

Ti 1# m flu; flhy do the Bcciuinima up the eyelid* of (he hull which 

wtiivkMite jj to be used for rtiii purpow? The answer amours U' tse h ,|vcn by 
fl» cofUKimM which ih.- s>mr j*uple Gternx *hsn :l>qr - re 
J-V/rti': (lilt !i> war. I'ta tlisit --C*svm -i motm up to tb.. arm* with 

isim ::--r j Lttr e y C> ,.|. m | ju^ *| a kf* a Tvinirowingfitru Wilde .sixer tries miv, 11 The 

mT-Tt* Army 1 h not seen I The aimy is not irten I" And 4 medicine tium 

mvifibia at ibe same time tpnnklt. medicine over the raying out 

io iil 3[1 | t S;e marmsti "The army » net «=err! The army ci not seen I * 

iaw * #t After that they n™ a bulb lew up it* eyeltdt with □ hair of its mil 

and drive jt for some distance along the mud which the army « to 
take. When it lias preceded iht Army a little way, ihe bull b twh 
ficed, roasted whole* and eaten by the worrior^ A 1 J ihe Utah must 
be consumed on Ihe spot. Such parti ab cannot be eaten nrc burnt 
with rirCn Only the content* of the stomach nn; candidly pin^rved 
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4- * charm which it (0 lead live fiiilu n 10 victory* Clifton men 
cany the prccfoua unfit In front of the army, and it k deemed moat 
itm*.rtini that no one thoull jwcccile thorn, When they slop, ilie 
army tutps^ ami it mil not u’Sirae Lfctfr march till it are* ihat the 
ttiM with the biili'* glllt have gone forward 1 The running uf the** 
cn chute nr* u exj 1 I 1 »icd by die die* of the wutELm and the priest., 
“The urt ny is no-E *oenf The army is nni ^ct^q: ,, Otarly it rg 
dctkahlc thm ihe army ihrnild not he jf rreived by iht cnemie* 
lined, it ii ujjon them AectwdttfeiflT on the pnacipha id htmtoeopitfcic 
itlj ..;. c the Kt eh Lianas apparently itnagmc tlus Utcy tan milt e them- 
■frfve* in visible by eiurij£ of the flesh of j. Wind bull, blinding* and 
itirimlnhly E^ng their simple munis the same tiling, For the 
tame fCiOwjn the iKjwek of the blind o\ arr carried in fmnl of the 
array to hide ii» advance f colli hostile: cyct In ii*.-, mantlet the 
cmioin of sacri firing and eating a blind 02 on the place where 
a new ttiwn ht tn lie bull* nifty He Intended to render the town 
invisible eo enrtndr*. At all events the DiaiiiuK a South A&kw 
people who hdoiijc to the same ltanlu slock a* Ihe IJechoariiia, take 
^r* 3 £ pami to cueicca! their kmali from pa«*n by. Tbo kiaak are 
hniEi in the fowl or an*) the long win ■ liny fodipaihn which 

lead lo them aie often kept open only by the support of a tangle 
pole hate and (here*. Indeed the paths are so low and narrow that 
it ia Tery dilftndl to tjriOf n hem Into slurb t village; In time 
of war iius poles arc removed and the thorny *:rce|w-fs fall down, 
iortoiug - iLjiuial screen of hnEw.uk ^Jirdi the enemy can iieither 
fjeneifatc nor destroy by fire. The tetaa * are also Buiroumiod by 
mdk of undressed noun with a filling of Mill ; and to hide them 
it ill letter from the view of The enemy the to|i* of the wall* are 
■own with Indian com or pL-inkd with tobacco. Hem:* trflvelkm 
[Ktsiini; through rim cminlry seldnm came across ;j Jbftnlb kraut. 
To sice where the- Bawemla dwell pm must climb to slit (api of 
nunmnnri^ and hxik down on the roofs* of duitr round bins pcepiti.i 
out Cif the Mjrnundrng green like cluster* of mushrooms in ihe 
woods.^ Hie flbjecl wiiK'h the Itoitoth m Lain by t'nt^s perfectly 
ratinq^l ratarn^ the BechuaniS ttk tu comply i>y the Mriitke acwl 
eorEgnmption vS a blind bull 

’Tliis explanation of the use of a blinded ot rn tticri^fse is 
CjMiftrnied by ihn rusons alleged by a laffre for the ohseyraote of 
a tttmewhftt EimlUt ewittxvn in fiurificAtaiiy memunles .iflcf * tunl& 
Or* thl?*c iKrca^ioii* die Bcchuajias ^nd Other t'n/Fre fyiht'a of South 
Africa kill a black ox and cut cut the tip of lis i.mgue, an eye, 
s piece of the bain-strirt£ and a piece of the prtntdpvJ sinew of the 
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ihftuldn, The^c |siit* utr fried with tcram herb* and ruhlxrt! info 
the j.ainr* of the mmori. By eiitiMv mn list tongur of the ox thry 
think !o prevent tlir enemy from nagging Ilu Congo !.■ ng^iut ihzm- f 
by levering tbt ttow* the trt ihn ho|ie 1© ciui* the eneiKy’t * 
mtswv to fail lism in the bottle ; and fry ftouwlflfi th* ejre a/ ihr oi 
they ijtmfirw that they prevent the ruetny bom catting a cgretotiM 
eye on their ditto . 11 

* T< Atbvtutt *1 I'- IUuluu. AVAtfMK J'w |^L 
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KAMI ct-n-'us or Tilt *xuiw rPi Avntjts 

Wr. Imc seen that Ui* state erf t»* tery and religion imaiiK the Fclcw 
linden in modem trmci ptn«tH» several \hu nh ni tbmkrUy io 
the ' ■iiniist i- fif iht i- i «j r •, .iIkj-ui ihe E^icm McdiicrtaiLciui in 
tii' 4 j-nit}. '* Ikir | piuposi! briefly to rail ftllentton iu certain other 
cu*tum* of ihe lYkw ftianderv which may icrve toflfcv&pte 6on& of 

the iHLiituiioai- dbemed b dtb 


J l. l*ri£ih dfts&d at W&mra 

In His" Pek-w Island* it often haji|teou lhai n tfoddes* chime* n nw 
fl maji, noi a woman, for her minister and in fitted monthpiecci ^ 

When that h At:-, Iht* i^ureii mm is ttkoiMforth tegwdud anil 
trcsied ia a vwiuaA- 11c wears female altlfe* he curia a piece a I imped ^ 
t;i,U on Lfci neck, bt labour* like a wotnan in the tarn field** mul he * *^ d ™* 
pbyi hiv new pan >o well that be earn* ibr hearty contempt of bn 
Pc! town* The | ir-?i•;■ :■ I d change nf under [ 1 st iiuplratun of ; i-ur. tu .j 
fe!!La]:'j spirit pcthnjft. cvpEaim a Cij&tutii widely spirjd union;; 11 Irf:i|ri1 
savage*, hi accordant with which same men 4res> ai iramcn and W(KEUl1 
act ns women ihron L ih lift These umeietd cidtuitM often, p-rhapt to, ^ 
groeriiUy, prided the arts of sorcery and healing they Wttnutiiiate rf 
* i|h iplrits* and arc regarded mvicdinn with awe and iflmcibic* M 
whb con tempt, at bemgs of a higher or low er order than common dw bp|*rj»> 
folk. Often they me dedicated and Imitted to their vtKSticm ^f f » 
fremt childhood. Effeminate sofeerm of pritai* of Uafci soft ate ^ ^ 
foiiinl among the Sea Dyiiics of Borneo, 1 the Biagi* of South 

* AW. py, s«4 ^ * ftp*™ Kodjay AW 
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glebes , 1 the Patagonian* of Sowih America,* uml die AleuiLuia and 
ra^rij Indian tribcaflf XortU Anush*-* 1" ih* Wwd ° r tUmbiec, off 
the 1*114 of Wan. a iet of vnjplfaabil "cncijuruw, who Art --vrl am) 
Stvfid ai jfintieii, »i*cd to dance round » tall f* 1 '^ invoking di= aid u * 
their Csvooirtt i(b>l on the eestuift of any oaluiiLty. 1 Male memben 
of the Vallitilu k -:4 b India ufem *«k to win ths favour of the gml 
ft r jti.r.n, whom they ipcd.iHy revere, by wearing their hnr >.nr ir r ,i 
BTfimf tetf »j; theiWf^Tci to women; cvn> diasjr vf^xiuml 1 h*&h, the 
Matatafai* Wmeuma urili bic ike s|vficudiiu of wofflen 
*hen li-: i--"S the voidhip rtf their followers/ In Ma^aR.^m wy 

htai oT nflcmhiate men vlis* wewe fum^c atth* and *i ^riflicn, 

ihmVitig ihrabrtP do God +?rt fct* I» the U«etWi -r 

there wit a ftarnftr,Lil print *J,,« counuunly dfL^&ed hi a yoenan and 
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gf lined in lip.! title of the Cntndmcthcr, The p mt of Gfandmoibef 
inm-l Si jvc Injcti murh covflrii, for ihe jneuinbctii ma^'f not be pm 
to deal?, nintid or r^.ulilacs he t^mmilted; and ta 

do Mift Jujii'ii-.- lie appears cmuuvonly lu have tj&eia full advantage 
of thii ttfuelil of clergy. Wlicn lie d!cd + hii fortunate iui.ec&sor 
difcftecied llic foody uf die deceived Gwulmutbeq cxuwctfng hn 
foenit and other ttiaj and amputating Hb finger* and tts^. 

which he kept .u price]c*> ftdici, and sold u iotcreign jrm^dibs 
for ah the ill* iteit flush h inti r 111* 

We ttu| conjrctaTir |hal m many of tiie&e cfl&eg the tall lo ihi^ ^initk 
ttrangt form of the rcligirUii life came in the dupe «f a iheam or 
viziaR. lo which the Jieanjn or itsiunalj 3 dm self to be h . M w^l n 

a woman ot to tw possessed by a female apitiij foi with many often 
*Jk vag- tbcc* the diinrdet?d faTKie* of deep or ecstasy are aceqitcd 
a» ntaenbf admotiiifonn which it would be perilmua to diutgoni ***» m 
At -ill rvmlji Wit are told that it dream or a revelation oil tomet &ort j.iimiuin# 
mi Ultf reftJWjn which m Ni>nfo America llt«e men women com 
in only alleged for the life I hey led; ft had lieen ihin brought home iHie#thlT> 
Ip di» in i they ftakl K ilui their medicine or their valval ion by in 
living as And when once 1 bo I uni c f A this notion into their 

htsd fioihing could drive v. out again. Many an Indian fpihcr 
attempted hy j;»crwinAinii v hy Irnbci, by violcfiree* to dete* hit son Utm 
obey fog the iii|*tfcrteu# call, but all to no purposed Among the 
^nok*, in Indian tribe of North America* iIicbc dTetmTuic Istriivp 
wsie a I nay» tit-spited, bill wiTneTinir* ihey were pined “ iii labouring 
under in unfort umste ikitiny which they eahnot avoid, bdng 
mppoaed to he jmpdlcd lo thifl couw by -■ vision fmm Uic female 
Afhrii kJiac te^idc* in the moon.** 4 himsUtly the Omaha*, another 
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CUSTOMS OF Tftx F&MtW ISLANDERS *«*!* 

Indian tribe of North America, *' beffercllut ihc iiitfonurale being*, 
called Mm-ja e#, am i»y*leriuiu <u *At:rod hecatirw they " Jvr l)r ^' 
affected by the \lo>n Iteing. When a young Omaha Im» for 
The fim time tin reaching pwbeitj, « w>n 'benight Ihut the nlnon 
Beitii; appeared to him, holding in fine- lum! & bow nut * n,3W * ? ,|J 
in the other a pads imp, «ucU a. the lodmi women u.c. \\b*a 
tbe youth tried to gm*P the !hjw and mows ‘lie Mown ttcmg 
« (1M ni hi* hand* very quickly, and if the ymnb wu* not very oirchil 
he koto the [wck yirup instead <>f Hie bu* muI ima**, tbercbr 
hmi si hi* lot tn aiief lite. In tnrh a taw He could not hdp acting 
the woman, ijxnAfes. dressiftg, and wo. king just as Imhin «o®i> 
luted ta da"' Among the linn* or Sts Dyao *« Itameo ‘he 
highest ctasi of ifnetai nr tmtll- ifteitmti We iho* *bo 

*n believed to I lave been tnuiifuttucd Into women. Such a man t» 
therefore cdkd a “changed laedfcfcre-man ’ {*w*a«t AW> on 
account of Ilia Htopfised chinfr of '■?*. The rail fi» tratteftnns him 
self into a wuman t. mid !« <"« »» a •upemaintal command Uirfec 
repeated in ilrearm j to dlMtcgud the command w«M mean death. 
Accordingly hr make* a feast, sacrifice! a pul or tm» to avert evil 
oomeijitcncei from the tribe, and then asetinte* the ftmb<>f * «W«n* 
Thenceforth he ri treated m * woman and rrteupie* Uim*tf[f in 
fenimine pursuit*. Ilia chief aitu !» to copy female nwnneri and 
fnlili■ nx accurately as (xjusj hie. He n impfnjrd for tt« same 
uuruosc* as an ordinary medicine'man and his method* air siniilif, 
but' he is paid much higher fees wid is often called in when utlic nt 
have tn?«i unable to effect 11 curt,* Similarly among the Chut- 
clitea uf Noith-Kasteni A»ia there »re ahamim fit medicine-mm 
who tnimibif tlicm*elvt* *i fur i> [s«i|)le in wuriien, and '•Iw aie 
tiic believed to Ik called to this vocation by «pirit» fit n dtcain. The 
OwLcJmi. ,,,[1 MllU( dly comes at the criiind age of early jwili when the 
ihaminritie uuphntbu, os it it called, first tmuiifcsif itself. Bui the 
call u much dreaded by the youthful adepts, and some of them 
prefer death m olvniicnce. Ihcrc are, however, ssriou* tinges or 
degree* of iiarisUmiation. In ‘he first *iage the man i| n a 
woomti only in the manner of braiding and arranging the bait iit hi* 
head, tn ihe refund he dons female altitw; in the third stage he 
adopt* aa far as pwuiblv the tile arid character!itita of the female 
A young nmn who if undergoing this final iransfnmuuinn 
abftndooi alt itiaaculme occupaiioni and mannen. He throws away 
the ride and the lance, the Ittiso of the tejnilcer herdtnian, wid the 
li irp*i«»n of the Tallin mcr, and be tali ts himself to the nccsltc and 
the ,kiij - scraps Instead. He Iflinta the use of them quickly, 

♦ Ker- J. Owen tfcjiwy, “A Study wu*f*« ■*« &>''•** *f **»■' l ,J »- 
V yj w . n Cnlir,“ AHwu.il 4 dm, Ifju), v. tJ9t c h. Uo« « 4 t 4 

A'^,1 *t tki Hurt** vf ILr^ltsf W. Me»b^*lt. T.lJ r*ym >) 

ciV-irnatron, IR 04 L p. J7*- fitnu* iteodan, 1‘Jiil. ii- tUk 

1 E. II. Ikraif, Sternum Yiart 
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n uncut inn chirm. from. the male to the fcnate nacitJe^ At the 
tame time hi* tmdy then, if nol m outward appearance, at 1ml In 
ii3 focsliu't mil Fonrci. He lu*«* mas-ijline *iO--n,jth r Heetm-s.* d 
(fuot, E[l i!nr,in, '.' in wffiitlmft and falls into (lie debility and JicIjJcm- 
hcm of a woman. Entn hit menial chancier undrrgiHis a change, 

[lit old brute courage anil lighting apirit tir g«ne ; he grow* *hy and 
baddul before ttraisgtrt. fond of small talk and of dandling little 
children. In »ht-n lie U'comes a unman with ihe appeal a nc* of a 
ntiit, and ti a woman he U often witcti to wife by another man, 

• jib whom hr- IumIb a nrpulnr marm-il life, fxtranrdinsijjr p<mcr» 

:,n; attributed tr, Midi ttamforrned sharoni. Ttoy are supposed to 
etijny ihc special protection of spirits who play the ban of tuper- 
tmtural husband* to tbetn. Hence they me much dreaded erm by 
their collcrAgim In thtf w(w.> retttism inert m-n . 

-or*, they excel in all liranrhe-s of music. Jndinling vcnirilmtnistn.* 

Amot-,|j lite Two of Ccniral Africa medichtomen often drew ti 
« 0D m awl wear feminine ornaments xmti as howj chain* of beads 
and shells round their luads and neck*. 1 

Ami I nil as a man Inqsfeed by a K'ldde mat adopt female w-w* 
juuT, *i convwwly a woman inspired by * awl may adopt mute 
costume. In Uganda rln^greai god Mnltuss, the deity nf the Victoria u 
piynitra l-tkc and of Ibundan** bnputed liu oiwdw (bou«h a na. 
woman, who in owinori life dressed like Hie rest of her set in a 
l ut L clmh wru.pcd round the body and iiistcned with a fmMc. so a* 
m leave lire aunt and ah outdo* tuire; but when she prophesied under 
the inspiration of the god, she wire two bark doth. knotted b 
line sty\r nvtr Kct slnmldcwaJida<wi«ii; acli other on tiei brejsi 
bi.-k * When once ihe god had cbotm her, she retained office for life l 
sire might not many or converse with -iny irmti fa f c|M "oe jianimlar 
□riot, who wn* alimyr proem «t*» .he «t p«cwd by the deity.* 

Perhaps this turned dinner of k* untitr the impitwton of tt» 

a goddess esay gl«= H* W » ,ht ^ end * '? ,h « f " CI ™ na,t 
Sirdanftijjtnt *fid the c/Tenrifui^ HeretilcV j.-nntli «** pa^isi-c: ilt ^ tmtak 

of the i rtmilWb priest* of Cylsefc amt the Syriac aoddes-s. In nil 
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iiitii tairs tiic preluded tfaii«! formation Of A m£n into a woman 
w™ld be intdHgfcbsc if weiu|if‘ 0 §cd that the wcmumiib print £rr tirtg 
liKFu^hi lumszti animus by a fcitisle tphii* wIiom* ws. accord in^y. 
Jit fob famuii I* imimi*. Certainty ike eiinuoU pHriii of Cyb«k 
seem to lute bereft ihcmidvt* of theft manhood under the 
lupptaed ftofuntton of i he i. 3 fcai tkkldeiA* The pnrst of Hercuk* 
n\ Antimanhwk in Go*, win* drnied a* a woman *hett he yffcfcd 
va“.rth«, E 4 to it^vt dune m In imst-iiion ui Hcroiki who 
dubbed iitosctf ii a woman to escape ihc pun nil of hii tt nr unci* 
So the Lydian Hercules wmx female an\n when he wred fo* 
ihTtc yca™ ai the tmrcha^ii alave erf ibt tn\[wTii>u* QttipkaJe, 
Queen of Lydia,* If we Hippo*® ihat Qneco Om|ih*k + bite Queen 
StnthaiTtifl. was nothing but the real At Litre gorides*,* m we rrf 
her Armais, ii becomes probable that tie story nf the womanish 
Herctila of Lydia pttt-rr« a ■rensini "'snee of u line at college of 
efomipute aiou «ko + like the eunuch print* of the Syrian gorfricu. 
dressed 43 wotnen in imitation of thnr goetdesi and wert- supposed 
to be inspired by her. The jmal ability is increased by the praehof 
of she priesiinr Hercules at Aistimachb, in Co*, who n oa *c have just 
i^rip acttLudiy wore female atrire when they were tripled iti their mewi 
dm in. SimclAfty at the vernal mysteries of Htmilm in Ksrmc the men 
were draped in the garnicriU of «tmt4£lt| r and in some of the 
and frtotxaskwM of Dioujtcn also men m 5ro femaTe attitr-* to 
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and cm ihcrc arc drar traces of An dSbsEnftfto Diojrpvs^ who 
fii; itud in a eurani;? ceremony l>if die an ilk U l fcrtili ration of 
die lip, 1 Amot^ dit NriuinArvala, an ancietu Gtttium tribe, a print 
cubed at a woman. |ireiitted oret d ucfrcl gromt* These AH.il urmihr 
I ’ srtiosf 1 freed noi nrar^jarily have any ccvftftcxroxa with iJ il- *ocinl 
$*Vcm of mol h*; kin, Whsfeter a jfuJik» it tewrd and ihe ihenry 
at ui:; nicalioD i> bcld t j trail nuy he lbought to be by a 

fcmik sjiinX whether MJciHy tic tiTgtutoed on motJicr kin or on 
feihcf'kin. Still the dinner* of mck a tranriormsiikiti n\ « will 
be grraur tinder mother-inn than umkr fether-km if, an we Iuwe 
found Ttijami to brlkvc, a +.y*tem l>I mother-kin h more favourable 
to (he dcvtncipciieni dm 3 multi potation of godtfcjra than of god*. 
It Lb therfcfrircp perhip*, no mere aeeideoi dial *r fin:el Willi ih&e 
dTemiime pn-.H in region* like the Tde* Iriuidt and Wtji c rtj 
AaK where the pyiieui of ii-Kiibcr-kin ti linsr actus t2y pitvaiti ot Imi 
at leaiE left tetftr of it behind ui tradition nod custom* Such 
tntrtjs iot crumple, are to Vie found in Lydia ami * lo^* in Imth nt 
which she effeminate Jletewlea Imd hi* home. 
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li^ifc* Slut the E^ligkni! m lUfrntuioui imeitlmn^ of dress between 

epcfeanE^ inni a rat women r. an oh nit and C’-Jitififei pnddr m y ^od It i> 
dial tinjjk Kill itian *uu\d apgily Ui nit the cisz% 

nHf .taml ViuUiUly to onto.>a* been pt.ichsfd Sititn Jf- ;hy di&iett* 

T-1 rtiEStlrn, For rKiiupk, to practice of drtutng buys n» hit* Ii4= 
CtiitAEuly been tronetJEnei ado[rtod 10 urat tte Evil Eye j 1 ami k it 

ti«|E» ppraibSc Out the ciuitum of thans;ifi|ji t^flwnu nuiftU^e, the 

ircm t-iiihn db pulsing, kiuj?«Ef Hi a vuni^ii, ot the bfklti diiguiilng 

l:v: ■df 4 . i ’H I-!, Mi.iy to* toti r * .:■ | Mr to same [Tiiipto 

rtraw^r -I, Tiiui in Os, where ihu pn?» nf Hen-ule* *ore for*!* ato, t??e 
tu iMt Uue Iniilegtoo-iu wa* in like iitanim 4r^*ed m. a wUeai he ro-ciir^d; 

^ Kv * Uib bride.* S^KtitMi lkritSn=« iiad their boil shaved, pihtS wna efcd tn 
iBoiifl itieji : ii clothe nntl booted on ihcri-r wedding totm* Ai^m? brick* 
win*» ffoie fto- beard* when thuty nkpt wiih ihdt btaJaml* to ihr first 
2 ***|JL time - 1 111 Soutom Cckbe a brtd^ooxu .le » certain r- iml the 
chut**! ttmg ami elaborate manlike ceremonial put* on the (armenw *hu:b 
iniii» and In- bfTdo has jnif put off 1 Among the Jew* of F^ypt eh ihr Middle 
!Siy S ^ Age* I He bride led the wedding dsm* with a hclnvrt on Her iwad 
and a *mrd in tier hand, while tho bridegroom adorned hhnsetf els 
w* A woman mid put or female iUtrft* M n Brahman rntmnfe in 
i( Southum indm ** ihe bride & ilicsL’Cii np m a Sk>). and anolHer piA 
n up U*RfRCKfll the tank. Iney aif taken in pvWnto 

chiungh the aireet, md, ou rmtimSng, ih£ {HendodirkkgTiHBii li 
made io speak to the real beidegmom in somewhat jruokut 
ionri, arul win? mock piny is indulged in, 'Hie teal hndr^room 
ii aildreeved av if ta she py^ie (gn^Ertt) uf ^tainajiiA (derk) 
Of the r-^-^do-bridt^ioom, and ii toietmim treked n* a lhicf t 
and jud^juetit passed on hint bf the lutteir* fcf Among the Blm/mi 
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•if iJit C'c.-uraj J drifted aJ Inrlba <l ihe liriitqjfoorn put* on 
».ii:MCTs"b ottiflUMta Atul cap rid with hint an irum smt-cimrj or tluggt* 
to keep dfr evil spirflk" 1 Similarly among Ihe K lurry as a 
H mrtirmqnr rji;e pjf the wnic region, u %ht bridcgioom ii dltwd 
tit ,i y* i'.U'fi £cran and flvpr. lo*b with ln>iiHTi n-J ml ehmtx, ted 
iiiotj, .jruJ a minting* cru«n of dlte poltu bw, He ha^ thr 
iilrer entimwott minify worn by women on hii neck, m the ifajtf- 
fe-in i>i stiver rmg and ihe wire/ormet Lice v£ rupees In order 
isjftini ifa cr&tft he c:amc* « riaj^cr m nut «;39dber,iiffd * mm^e 
uf IjuiipbladL h ttiiude on bij foitliciul to dbfi^uie biiu end dm* 

Hvwt ihe evd eye, wfrick it i* thuudi^ would ulhttvk iic too imjb- 
*bl y unacted by hia enqur- tidr beiuitjfiil apj^i/aucc m hi* wedding 
Czrmcirli / 1 Tnrie eiamjUcs rentbi it highly pmhablt that* like 
iLi l d-vper or* oui a anker which Le hokb in* hij (uuiil, fiur totimn't 
OirntmimtH which lie meant ate inleinkd In protect ihe bridegroom 
dpUirr-t domont ot tli tt evil eye a I this rTBiir.il mrmumt of his lilr, the 
fttoiecimsi ApiiiLientljr corwistiiig fa ftdwgitw vlil^h ernUr* him so 
elude *hc uuKisktuat Attcriiion* of ntill^niint beings 1 

A timibr cxphtuiir.m probably uecoimw for thediuilar exehsn^c Tbootw 
uf CBimnne bct rrten oihuj penofa than ihe bride and hritkgrwim at ”3*^- 
iElisiBJiiE. For eiamplr, alter a Ufavm wedding* u th* nul l mother 

petit the drtaj of the bov i fiithci and put* & on, together with a mt«- 
foSt brard am! tuoiisto^ic-, uiu\ dances holding j wooden ladle 
m one Hand and a packet of Mkr* in the nibcn Every time ihe 
Apjituachn ih? LiiUejj room's. father un Iter round* iber tpill* woe 
i t the i iitu ol r;r I rim m.J l>?cu akin* Lly gtrei Men a erode on Ihe j^™* 53 
head wstn bur lodle^ thr*e whom, arcnmpnicd by bupt* of al 

bo^fter from the parly and fretukd pbjittg by the mmJ, tfutfndB*. 
When the p*ny imeb ihe Ukkgr«iii^ house on their tctun% hi* 
mother mi the other vcomcn come out, and bum a Bute nusEiaid 
and human hair in A bmp, ihe unplraraiu fmeil emitted bp these 
anhis:v ^v.’ing rornidered po^nl io drive -^rrsj evil fipSritv*' 1 AgaEn, 
flfiejr ft Khaugar wedding thv father of ibc bridegToooi, drmed m 
wutntu'i i hitln v d.MN.r i wish tike inoshcr of fhc bride, wi.llc the two 
thiow turmeric mixed wfiih water on each Olher, 1 SunilHrfy after a 
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of the Blutbbunju. anathef Hindimal nf tUr 

i V.virnl PmVitKes. ibe bfideg™™ 1 * father cknw l^foic (he 
in women*# f Urtbes which have bom ^^3 Led hf ibe biMe** fctiliet. 
Serb dL^ui^ri ind liitmr* rmj be iMendn) eiihcr *0 pn^cc-n me 
tjssiubod driest Liui-^Sf uff.imrt the nvll eye or jperhap ra-Ehrr w 
-twiti the fM-iticipaf pmom^ot she ceremony* the Nub: uh! br.^i 
diMin, by fhvertinfl ihn Mtermatt of s te wwm fctitu them to theguiur. 
lInTrcricr.whrii *U fflinugc the bride done uttitroci the tiosiumc 
* m j of the olhef *ex s the mauve lor she ilwguiM it»J 

pcrbniHi be a notion (hat oti the pnnctj !c of hw***0|*™l® ™gie 
she ihoeb^ rimftrt ibfi birth of a male heir, Similarly m Sweden 
there n * i-^ufar tHpefiiiiiLin that "on the night fwrc^c^linj: Iict 
finical* the brsile ibouU have a baby-boy Igiletp wrth her. In *bsdi 
ca-e lier first-brim wii« ls*r a ion "^and among she KabvW*, «sien 
■« hruie diiHifttinli from her tiiulf at bet husband's A rW'Og 

I41I h'4}!* imo the saddle before she touche* die ground, in order 
tJmi her first child may Iw • boy,* 

w „im'i Be T^Li ns if may, there is w> doubt that (be iwurnpiion «< 
*>=* unman'* dm* t* sometime* intended to diigutse » man few the 
mirf- iti r>f dwdving .1 demon, llmi Among the Botoki or Haugab 
[^X, G ..!i the Upper Cor*|{o a man wim long afflicted will' w> internal 

[inirr-f- nf malady When all other remnlin had faded, ■* ■ lixb ductus m 
fk^rittHE ffjflnctl flic mifr'er lit#! the amc of Ltu "rouble wjiv an evii 

and th;« die hat ihing lie could «io w-h 10 go far away *hc*c the 
devil non Ed not i_:i-1 .a turn, and to remain tliett t[El hr hail 
hii health The patient followed ikic prcsrtijruatt. At dead of 
night he let: hii house, taViUft only two o( hi* wtvn triih him andl 
felling lui one Of lit* dentinal km, lot the demon should hear it and 
fuLlnv him. So he wern far nw.iy from h« ti«vn, donned a woman* 
dress, and speaUng in ,1 wDConn'r toirc he pretuided to be viilser 
tfun tie w»% in order that the deeil should not l>c able to find him 
at hit new address. Si range to say, these sage rnttsirres (nikd ti> 
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mmSTS DRESSED AS WO,HEX 
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r-fTeit .1 rurr, aurl W'i ming of ™Ie lie al Lu^t (ctllrtifii hlilnC, *liet 
Ji£ continued lo il[r=* .,[iJ i(Kak as « wmiun . 1 Again, the Ktiti 
f.uihjn Of Aettfll belie ve dial If a roan (till* an enemy or 4 *M 
heart. the phuu of iherltjd roan or animal will hiunt him and drive 
him road n» only way of aver ling this eatutropto U to dress op 
u a wijm.iti nod [iiei’jntl to he <nw. For enampSe, a nan *tin had 
•hot 4 tiger and was in fear of being haunted by the animal * gtou, 
iJiesiol himself up in a woman’* petticoat and ^-loiki, wore ivory 
.,nn:t, a:vl wt-und a molt let) doth round his head like a : niton. 

Then ininkfnjt a woman."* pipe, carrying a little I^Uci, and spinning 
4 cotton spindle. ho paraded the village followed by a crowd muring 
and anm klng with lighter, while Us preserved the gravity of 4 
nidge, jnr J dm 1c aimle would have been feul. To gawd «S*'n« 
ibe pwMliiUt) of uiMswonaUc mirth, he carried a {Kottipute in 
list sum, tnl if ever, tickled beyond 3lie |ui'h of an)ursine, be 
luri'.t into 4 the Ci w.l ulil, "It wa* 'he porcupine that 

laughed. ,r All this w» done to mortify I be pride of the iiger * gbovl 
by leading him to believe ilui be had been shot by a woman* 

The wjik dread of attracting Urn attention of dingSWU n"™* 
at critkol time* } wrto|« Opinin' the custom observed by «oroe East 
Afrkarr iiihc» wl weiring the eortamn of the opposite «a «t arrnro [ha wm 
i; u n Thus, when Mofcrt boy* >»« to™ amitod^d they dte» *> 
a, women. wearing cuAnp In itoir cm and long S**ocm» drai f ■“ 
trad) to the ground- Vuy *i*> whiten ihrlr iwaithy fo«* wnh 
chan;* ITii* ./mimic they retain till their wound* are heated, 
wbcrrupuri they sir • farad and rumirot- the •kin* and ornament* 
tif wortion,* Among the Nandi a into «f U'ltbh Eaat Afr !™t 
before boy* are elremnciicd they receive a visit from young Bills, 

*hn jriv* ill rut mme ol their own garni r ms and ornaments. I burn 
the tow riot mi and west till the operation or dreumetton * over, 
when they exchange the pda* dolhsi lot ih* g™* cf women, 
which, together with ne tit lures, are provided for them by Iheir 
mothers r and tb®< "Omen's gartnenrs the newly sirrttmtwert lads 
roust cunt blue to wear for months dtcrnnk f.v U *re >l» «m>m- 
vised among ito Nandi, and before itoj submit to i re operation 
they anirc rhamelwa in men* gm merits and carry dubs m then 
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J Itir L-tti 
Eiiai^r* 
fl ril't I™ 4 


KJflHP™ 


Om 

timkra- 


. is,teni!r-i to di-cu:--- ti_- wi-s-e* ^aim« demon*. *•« '""'P'” 

( hc T.iaiil-rc .rf il e I-Liiin men, who retnbiiy wore «J»* 

lu mourning : 1 for ihjj might be intended to rntwral dt*m iru>-« p p 
•host. ijisi a* pcrKspa for a ilitiitw re*i«ii toror |«prt °t »n’"|ii , tt 
Zm>A tn do«ml into fm «td flw for ««ml 

tiirlislil 0 ( the ,1011. wiirftiriCI 4 death M wk*U I lire In the (MlI*) 

A slioILii il twite to daoivg spwtf may pnlialrn tji;il« jj* * <!ri,te * [t > 
•which the Locboe*, a p»ittiiii*c tribe of Sutralm, tc*nrt wlwo If'cj 
wish to obtain tti.’-ls or inimrk oflsywins- Tf («ureni* naie "op 
Knit itn\ doite JJwt the ne*l child shall lie a |hl, they d» .* the 
Wj in ^i*K eul llwir hair nftci the girlish luthUin, and h=**M 
lace* round ihcir neck*. On die amWj. lhf T t*»* 
(L&nghlcft *w\ wish to tiaifc a sun, *hcy the S ^ 1 n l J M t( ) r - 
On the wboft! we conclude dial the custom «rf n.nsi dtoalng « 
women amt of women dressing » met t<« 1 *** fu * 11 * 

variety of siiper.titMm motive*-, wef which the prnieipi wmtld 
m (n be the *«h to | dura otiuiin powerful «pint* <» «* ««*** 
util .ctx 


■fbi 

V 7 «fcnvu¥lE 
pnrosi ilU' 
itaitf 

iHSIPJHT^dl 
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Wft* 
IiLaeM* 
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af jnw^ 
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J a* Frattfiltfie* Ctrfo 


Ukc imny <>coptci of Warn Atja in tht Fek- 

Islander* ^iirmancaUy iflmftuto ihdr winuiini^d nlrk Ijw uh\ 
Hcn<-r f huitt as in Ljriis* and Cyprui v4 old, *hc d*i»*dH aft A 
WU ,£ C ,|{ inewne IQ then tmOf, and woman w-Mt imjnu«ntljr 
the time «btn ihtif yotroR dfluyhtcm will be Me to bttp 

hold [*Y tlittT mj-.s. Indeed thfl itiotficr ic^rly umn 4 «i» ibe 
lime In dvvnvmg ib« gSH of lur vkgtnUy with lier own band* 
H ch£ ^ thh* ib-ury ilul the pm^tiiution of unijiimcrf pirW i" ^ 
to do^miy ilit-ir vii^nisy wilhoul r^fc iheu hu<faAtich i> ^ 
iiwri^icjblc to it*. Met libndera « ift haw «ni ft to be tu 
the [.LMipk. o! Weau-fn Asia En antiquity. When .1 Pdew giH hai 
(hu i * lienn jwL^ujfd for bcT v-iHiJitioii by her niotber, Bins n?T 
fi«out« to aJi the men of tier village win. can fay fur them -■' I 
who .10 nos betrmj; to her own eio.-Airi-wn -'Un ■ but *hc imvtr 
urants tmr favoun to the umc man twice. Ar< nirfimjy in ewiy 
vihi-e h.. 1 ihi Pc lew Ukudf it may be Caitn rs terrain th.u die 
men Hid women know each Other carnally, ocepl that run iiShtv 
of the same arc dubarrtd from vadi cither bv the fi 1 e rJ| f 

esofimnyv Thte a wdl nwrkwl fmtn of iciiml commiininm, limited 
only bv 1 lie cm^amoui pmliibiiioni vliidfillicii to the clan 1 , prevail' 
among those |rco(ite- Nor il this communism jeatricrod in the inhabit- 
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(V PROSTITUTION OF mMAMitiKP GIRLS jfi* 


4nu of the ame fn* (he ^ilU vi <W-h viltoge w ugrilife 

H-nl awa> (tucnra** prcadtntt* (*" ****£&} t» another village* there 
they llvt with Use meft of one of th* many chitn or mavorifTfppl 

- ip Ure tlijiihnuse (Mir), atieoilipg to ihc mH** eofc■ 

sorting (ftxljf wtih the men, alM riCemiiB ps* for their scnrwm 
A gi.-l leadmi* |hU Me in llie dubhotsNi of anulhcr vsibj-e is well 
Heated bv the men: a wiqny done 10 Her ^ "TCmg done to Use 
pJjoec dub j and in lu-r own village her value b mcTe^e-.j, nut 

diimnidheclg hy the time ita ttiitu tpccub as a portitutc in a 
imp^Ii barring cm&RumEty. A t ier her i>ern>U 01 urvuc ia nTci 

..he jljslv mam either in The Tilton* *he™ she hat vcnreU at in 
!,« 0 *m Swi'riime* many «r all qf the yuunu bt -a 

po tnoethtT li. act at pfljWliita terming) in a rutighbcnmitg 
,.iii 4 e, mil for tbb thty are vretl pitd by th.? cwmnufm) *k*h 
tcccsvri them. The meaty so erased n dltfdrci aittung the titan* 
v f Ac villam to riito the ilahiaeb Mwif. Sw* * j** cipttUtmii 
0 r tin' LinmprricU glrL* of a village b callexl a But Uie jonnjj; 

wntniti nevtr act A* inn^ in any clubhouse of ihetr <nm 


vllUeeA i ■ j 

IliUi, wblk 1 he Pelew aurtiim of prasttortta* the unmarried 
giiU to all the men of then own villa#* but not of thetr own clnn,, w 
’ fano .4 tiiwl Mrtntiiumttn pmctiKd wiiSnts » local poup, the 
custom of pmuruting ahem to men of Otlta villages u a fern of 
.«u»l nwmim jwartbai be\ntn member. ,i dtirenmi local 
prxipt ; it k - kind u* gump mam.ijje, I i«*e »f tnc 

fetew IbUnUcn iherefoit siim»rc by Analogy <hc hyjw,lit =ts that 
mmns the mtctofn r»p^ of Western elnn. *l«, H‘" 
ptftwiwtion of oomnirW *omn* »«v ^vc b, ^ derived from nn 
iajBer iieiiod of leinat toinman kriL^* 

\ slmiLir custom |jie.Ta.i!'. m V^jr, ont - ! i»e 

."mutj of Ibc C aroline MMkU runted to lb* north of the I 

hon.v In each of .he ™ C n\ dri*aus« “ »« k ^'* flr fo ' lr 

tinnurrieil ^rb « MrJfil, buaint® 11 “ l,) "; tms ' tr ,f> /7 

iikAtino of the men of the parnmlar oijn or liitilhnrhootl to wlibh 
the Kin® hc\m S % A* i.itb tho Kr«fl*n o» g Gd1 ‘ . 
each man, Uritrl or «ln*k tak^ hfa turn by l n ” 

through wH«h cwh gitl n>mt l>^ ^ftwe ehc « 

uuss to.,-: The native it b or ptfhnnuary k„iL to fit 

(hem fot the car« nml htttdrtt of nuderritty. She u mb > a ||t « 
(be swie riU B& e, ami. of eoBme, mnri he *PJ«"F 
Whoever .he "!?•« *o become n 
niSieil ncttun, >He may, k thought mt tbe te ol ior h» 

frjiJtie. ■ • . But I beliew tbs before 

tnarringo w rortilned to the <Mv«btitfm of the mfenot chiefs and 
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SOUA CVStOUS OF ffiE PELEW >.«- » 

_ The nppt* of Jfc/f/ i* Fatally l *l* «P l v ^ f T 

** nV ^-6 «**£ iifSTS 

nurihB mwt - k i ,‘Sjsrii ■ 

cuiininEL from a dimifet « ™e dlfiMW fa"" ^ at * IU SR1 ^ ™ 
cjihot* r ^.l.1" After she bni been fairly, or imEilrij-, captured vm 
SSl m her new humr, she lose* no shade t* 
own people on the coimary, have not her L-.-autv and hr, *«*>• 
mailed £ highest proof of her cuhetl perfection, wjie ***** 
not of one, but of i whole com mi mm of - ... * 

though the girt is nominally «okn fro® another 
is alSwt *mp muipd pi** with »l« bcal 

to wink | wf j at the tbeft in C4»nm)dAlton oi a ftfoitil ■*» <“ 
SJSSJ-S Hone money, which **«* - » to* tbe -umUol 
a Sampled family and dispel »H thought* of a U.^ly rc^r.om 
Nev«thcte«, the whole pwcodta 1* M * ul ** 

gitMUsi possible secrecy and ilealiH." 

g j. Cuitom if Ustyfag CMrfi 

In the pelc* Islands when the chief of ■ eta 
long or has mad* hifltoelt tmpopilar, A* tar h« *£ 
PUL him in dealh. ibmtgh for rcramt *bhii 1 J1 L 1 

only Mifcfawl m acme of the principal <*** 1 

,jfe if that word may tm eateoded to the 
In thd£ iiliuiUi o laitond insLituUon regulated hf end tuJc^ 
S£* s! . chief mm* to hi* iM with U. lnj*d SO well 
rccognisied i* the vsatom that when the hsLr^rent. l *"j 
mm, of mother kin mn« bt a brother, a nephew, or a toutm on 

the.hat's side, pravea btacK precociocii nu t tncigciir the 

iiy, “The ecu Lain id a grown mao. The chief, U&mM is m B h * l 

iUJI< ]n such eases the plot of death it commonly »u wnll hushed 
n „ that it sddr.ni rnfaernrim. Tb* first care of the WWI 
a to discover where tlic doomed man k«p>. hiK money. F« 

,his puriww an old woman -ill »»* l- hu tome msht* m the 
Iron* and make tufldtto *<*«**“ «» 1 al«PtW 
rtoseri the hoard- Thru the ennspiratoo rnme, and ihe c*mlu.ate 
ft* the chieftainship deapoldics hi* |«rdec«Kir either »ith hfa <m* 
lurid or ly the hand of a ftwulg cooern, Hadng done h u 

uk« powemiwl of the offend resident and applies lo the widow 

1 W. [!■ fi&tfJPM, ^ ^ r> " 
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RlTlt IV 


CUSTOM OF SlAYMG CMUFS 


aft? 


tl-t J«cj'.rJ the foini of pewlaWin l-.rtum iSj tll " wri J * 
mtUktt. Tbil okhhU of rWimg » «<*«>* "' ,l " ' kr “«** f Kl 
Hr.™n S H t. 9 hi« «*< »*r°" w 

htiibaiuT* timnry. After that the tmmfcrct *iul h'» mend' «a« 
nothing further to do fot tbc prewni, but to rertwn <|»ictly l» we 
hoiue and allow evi-ftti to take iharir uuwl winst 

Mearitmu- the chirr* i««eWc in the coil tit: n house. lnJ thc 
lornl <lKir. lnft note* of the triton-aUt wttcb «»*«»« 
of » tiKtin, «;niinicm ihtt wtwjle popnllrtion t< «nW*. The *-'rtoi= 
muster. and «itrou.nlin* the bout* where die < ni.^iraiora aw 
« 1S cP«K*d they tbootrr ijxtan and «°h« at it. as .1 io«>&* ^ 
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foil h tiini the tiiiveslu- with ihe ojetiliV upniidi, it ti *« Ofl^n 
,h,i the thief -ill 1i« lotuf. The a{ ' hr ntH Jre X 

V u j.iJtci ami Lakcii [r* the h*iw<5 of ■notH-.T due!, sh* ™ ™ 
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Lti-nwiife- of feswMUm* and lhe new chfel «wy no* W> *-*»«* 
Tretlf. Rut thew tedious fortOiHtis* «*d oih«* wlitrii l [«*«*« 
ire diipCTwftd wUh whea llw i»<* chief fow pwed 111* *dfe by d*y 
in - hit pff;l«=”Of. In ihJd on the imccrfure n morn nfl# 
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2^ c.Hiitmi itvAy be earned out, ** the ptMfc iuriiikwnce. If not 
, tlt(fova t with which it m*f Ur regard*! ^ an utdlnuf mrhta* of 
o.miituikmal K nr L -n,mfiut. So ref, therefore, ihe Pekw rwMm 
bean out the vie* Hal • ajnuermuc prafwe of nglrlffe. htww* 
„tr.iEu:- awi revolting it %mj wm to ui,*w |ictfct:iLy tjjRipaEjbio 
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uwfcmmd (he eath hkwy oi insistuuon» p wc must bm m ihtom 
otirtdreg fcom the proLW^rioM flf <sw #lW >* linHr JinEl 
smd to pbcc qwmfiJTM fax m potiible at Uic u^fLdpumt ol tm*n 
in dbMJi! bsidt And distant agr*. 
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